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B'ways Current 25 Shows’ Small 
bd | vork last week, taking pictures to 
Payoff With Weekly 15/80G Net be used with the publicity releases 


The 25 current shows on Broad- 
way are netting an estimated $75,- 
000-$80,000 a week. That includes 
an operating 


20 shows getting ) 
profit, three about breaking even 
and two running at a loss. 


Not figuring on the two losing | 
shows, the weekly net for the 20) ae P 
vroductions in the black amaqunts | bo where Uh 
to an estimated $95,000-$100,000 | 
The two productions in the red in- | 


volve a combined loss of around 
$20,000 a week. Of the 20 profit- 
able offerings, 16 are this season’s 


productions, while the other four 


are holdovers. 

Of the 16 current season entries 
getting an operating profit, 14 are 
figured likely to regain their orig- 
inal investments, with only eight 
of that number rated probable to 
make substantial money. Seven of 
the current shows are expected to 
wind up in the red. All the hold- 
overs are major money-makers. 

The estimated weekly net of 


 $95.000-$100,000 from those play- 


ing in the black is a relatively 
small payoff for as highly specula- 
tive a business as legit. For the 
coin lost in the 34 failures so far 


+ 





Mom Joins Dorseys In 
Impromptu Session 


Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey us- 
ually clown around with each 
other’s bands when either can get 
other is playing. That 
happened Monday (21) evening at 
J. D.’s opening at the Statler hotel, 
AT r 
' TT. D. and his horn sat in with 
| Jimmy’s band 
course of the Dixieland tune they 


and during the 





Art Belongs to Daddy 


Washington, March 22. 
Margaret Truman was in New 


for her concert tour in the fall. 
| Singer had to be made up specially 
|for the photos. When Miss Tru- 
| man saw the touched-up stills, she 
| let out a gasp. 

“Daddy won’t like this,” she said. 


SEE B PICTURES 
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Domestic, F oreign Takes 
Become More Stabilized 


Big Production Resurgence Finds Jobs on the 


Increase in Hollywood After Down Trend 


By HERB GOLDEN 

Hollywood’s current production upbeat, the leveling off of 
theatre grosses, the stabilization of the foreign market and the 
general success of cost-cutting efforts are wiping that hysteri- 
cal look from the face of the U. S. picture industry. Important 
change that has come over filmites in the past couple months, 
however, is only partly translatable in statistics. More signifi- 
cant is that the perennial optimism of show business—the 


PRICE 25 CENTS 


E BIZ 


VIDEO 


were hoking up, an elderly lady | 
|pushed her way through the mob, ! 
climbed the stand and began con- 4 


stuff on which it lives and breathes—is again beginning to 
glimmer through. In brief, the feeling is that the panic’s over. 
The industry, like a groggy Joe Louis victim, is lifting itself off the 


| ducting. Both Dorseys almost col- 
|lapsed. It was their mother, Mrs. 

Thomas Dorsey. It took the full 
| room by storm. Everyone stood up 
| to watch the tamily session. 


51,000,000 Suits 


~ Vs. Zenith As - 





town) totals over $3,000,000. More- | 
over, the latter sum does not in- | 
clude an estimated probable loss | 


(including one that folded out of | : 
Gangup Grows 


{ Downfall of the B picture, on 
the skids for several years because 
of patron-shopping, will be finally 
accomplished by the _ full-scale 
entry of television competition ac- 
cording to growing industry 
opinion. Ultimate doom for the B's 
was predicted this week by several 
different filmites, who think the 
cheapies will be unable to stand 
up against cuffo entertainment sup- 
plied by tele sets. Only the A’s— 
with their hold on the public still 
unshaken—would be able to meet 
tele’s competition. 

Several sources now maintain 
, that the A’s will benefit from tele 
'because their high-quality produc- 





canvas and slowly finding its feet again. The economic mauling whieh 
4started almost two years ago has 
‘now been “readjusted,” and Holly- 
| wood is going to work once more 
on a new basis—re-geared to what 
|must be accepted as normal eco- 
nomic conditions rather’ than to 
|} war and postwar boom days. 
| Without doing a Pollyanna, it 
| takes little more than a glance 


- . 
Olivier, Wyman, 
Belinda P 
Cilia face 
around—whether it be in Holly- 
() B l| . wood, New York or Chicago—to 
SCal a 0 Ing ne wensied: Most Serie neue 
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of around $1,000,000 for the shows 
still running that won’t get back 
their investments. 

Whole situation points to the in- 
flated production and operating 
costs, particularly the latter. In 
the case of operating costs, the 


chief items are theatre rental, star 


salaries (and percentages of the 
gross), author royalties, advertising 





|tion values make them peculiarly 
Recent ads by Zenith Tele- | suitable for trailerizing via video. 
vision telling prospective set buy- | “Discriminating choice of a few 
ers that its product will never be | sequences from a good, finely-made 
| obsolete by technical changes has | film should sell the feature to video 
resulted in nationwide action by lookers better than any other form 
set and parts manufacturers, Ra- of advertising,” one exec stated. 
‘dio Manufacturers Assn., and the “Certainly, there is no more effec- 
‘newly formed Television Manufac- | tive way of getting a film across 
‘turers Assn., which had its initial| than showing some of the top 
meeting in New York Monday scenes.’ 
| (21). As for the B’s, curtains for this 
One of the most important ac-| genre of pix was predicted last 
| tions taken so far is the filing of (Continued on page 55) 
| $1,000,000 libel actions against Ze- | 


i 











and musician and stagehand pay. 
H d D d 
| Coil Co., seeking the same amount, 
a l as those of other set and parts 
Howdy Doody,” the cowboy! manufacturers were libeled by Ze- 
puppet of Bob Smith’s NBC-TV kid- | nith’s ads. Suit alleges that Ze- 
Mouse of the TV era as a result! public in its ads and misinformed 
of Martin Stone’s extensive licens- | (Continued on page 53) 


® 2 
Now a B Biz ‘in the N. Y. supreme court. Firms 
charge that their product as well 
Moo; may become’ the Mickey | nith concealed information to the 
ing \operations. 





Manufacturers of children’s ap- ’ 

AR age itera who feel that Mary Garden to Do 
wdy Doody” is the _ hottest 4 ‘ 

thing in the moppet market since | U. S. Lecture Tour 
Mickey Mouse, are flocking to tie’ Mary Garden has been set for 
in with the video puppet. Reason a U. S$. lecture tour in the fall, 
is the strong hold tele has on! under auspices of the National Arts 
youngsters, the manufacturers feel,| Foundation. The onetime opera 
and the fact that “Howdy Doody” | diva, who was last here before the 
is a cowboy fits in with the cur-| war as a talent scout for Metro, 
rent western vogue. |has been living in retirement in 

Licenses already signed cover! Aberdeen, Scotland. She’s coming 
makers of dolls, handbags, sweat- to U. S. end of September for a 


ers, belts, ties, suspenders, sport, series of 25 lectures over a three- | 


ith by the Sightmaster Corp., su- Rg ° 
ing for $500,000, and the Empire WOR, N.Y., Sets Menjous 


| 
| 
| 
| 


For Daytime Airing, To 


Total 3 ‘Mr. & Mrs.’ Teams 


| 

Hollywood, March 22. 

| Verree Teasdale and Adolph 
Menjou have been signed by Fred- 
eric W. Ziv and WOR, N. Y. Un- 
usual arrangement saw the Mutual 
station help the package producer 





develop a show, promising a New | 
‘York outlet and financial help, at , 


the same time being. assured that 


the big name talent would be with- | 


in a local sponsor’s budget. 
be a syndicated open-end package 
tailored for backing by a single 


‘sponsor in a market. It will be, 


‘heard 15 minutes cross-the-board, 
to start on WOR in about three 
| weeks. 


Shirts, snowsuits, hats, jeans, hand-| month period, and may stay longer. | mayne and his wife, Alice Reinhart, 


Puppets, mechanical toys and play-| Project was set up by Carleton 
Suits. The Effanbee Doll Co.,| Smith, Foundation director, on re- 
Which introduced the Howdy Doo-| cent trip abroad. 

dy doll last November, sold $200-| Now in her seventies, the singer 


'who will start a half-hour weekly 
'Saturday stanza shortly. With 
| Dorothy and Dick Kollmar heard 
seven mornings a week, WOR will 


The Teasdale-Menjou show will | 


Station has also pacted Les Tre- | 


By ARTHUR UNGAR 


Hollywood, March 22. 


DAILY VARIETY conducted its sec- 
ond Academy Awards poll this 
year, canvassing about 40% of the 
| organization’s membership of 2,050, 
‘and so far getting returns of about 
half that number as to the way they 
voted on the candidates for Oscars 
in the 21st annual awards. Award- 
ing takes place Thursday (24). 
Top actor of the year appears to 
|be no contest, with seemingly all 
the ballot-casters selecting Lau- 
rence Olivier, for his performance 
_in “Hamlet,” as the male screen 
| topper for-1948. The poll discloses 
| that Olivier is selected by 266. 
| with his nearest competitor, Lew 
| Ayres, for “Johnny Belinda,” scor- 
ing a total of 46 votes. Montgom- 
-ery Clift for his performance in 
“The Search,” runs third; Clifton 
Webb is fourth for “Sitting Pretty.” 





'and Dan Dailey tags way behind | 


for “When My Baby Smiles at Me.” 

Best actress of the year is a 
much closer race, being almost 
neck and neck between Jane Wy- 


| (Continued on page 55) 





Lancaster Back to Circus, 
But This. Time at 11G 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Burt Lancaster, Hollywood film- 
ster, will join:the Cole Bros. circus 
April 14. Lancaster, who broke 
/into show busine$s in a-circus acro- 
batic act, will get $11,000 weekly 
‘for the stint, one of the highest 
sums ever paid a circus performer. 
| After the circus stint, he’ll check 
|into Warners to begin a seven-year 
contract. 
| Laneaster will do his original 
‘aero act with Niek Cravat, who 


|to the thousands of execs and work- 
, ers who make up the industry is a 
| personal one—that the major sur- 
| gery seems over and the wholesale 
firings and “resignations” for econ- 
omy reasons are at an end. 
Studio, distribution and theatre 
tonpers are looking happier be- 
cause they now feel that the re- 
aciustments they have made have 
them again living within their 
means. In Hollywood, of course, 
the return to something like the 
old happy-days-in-Dixie results 
from upped employment of writers, 
directors, actors and technicians 
(Continued on page 14) 


TV Crowding 
Ad Agencies 


The advertising agencies find 
themselves out on a TV limb. Right 
now they're up to their collective 
antennas in sponsorship deals which 
find them understaffed, with an in- 
sufficiency of know-how to project 
their clients’ wares with maximum 
showmanship. _And it’s all adding 
up to a big, red deficit in the 
ledger columns. The agencies. in 
effect, are taking a’ beating, coin- 
wise, and they don’t like it. 

That the majority of the ad 
agencies‘ in vided’ will divorce 
themselves from actual production 
isalready evident. The headaches 
are mounting daily. as more and 
more bankrollers -embrace_tele- 
|vision. For the first time they find 
themselves in show business in 
a big way, and quite apart from 
the fact that it isn’t paying off 
.for them financially, they’re not 
| prepared to cope with it. Handling 





900’s worth by Chri | wi *n her tour Oct. 5 at Town have three “Mr. and Mrs.” shows toured with the film star on his re- | radio production was a much sim- 
: cvaygptges nied Poe fy sede ‘and one “Mr. and Miss’~stanza— | cent round of vauders. Circus will pler matter for the agencies, per- 


York, Macy's maintains a perma-| Hall, Detroit, for the Fisher Thea- 
(Continued on page 53) jtre series, 


Frank Farrell and Monica Lewis. 


; provide him with a private car. 


’ (Continued on page 55) 
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McCarthy's Houston Film Junket | 
Winds Up Almost a Fiasco 


Houston, March 22. 

Premiere of oilman-film  pro- 
ducer Glenn McCarthy’s $20,000,- 
000 Shamrock hotel last week will 
undoubtedly be a _ conversation 
piece for weeks among the 100 or 
so Hollywood and New York name 
and bit players, newspaper people 
and press agents who were junk- 
eted here for the event. Their con- 
versation. however, is hardly likely 
to be to McCarthy’s taste. 

Shindig was one of the most in- 
eptly handled of any in the long 
history of Hollywood junkets. 
Everything that could possibly go 


wrong did so—the topper, of 
course, being the mishaps sur- 
rounding Dorothy Lamour’s Seal- 
test air show, which originated 


from the ballroom of the Shamrock 
Thursday (17) night. Whether the 
broadcast was off the air for 10 
minutes because of line trouble or 
four-letter words shouted into 
microphones by maddened guests, 
as reported, is still shrouded in 
agency -network doubletalk, but 
there’s no denying that it was im- 
possible to air an acceptable show 
from that frenzied room. 

Only events of the week that 
went smoothly and as_ planned 
were those of which experienced 
flacks from New York and Holly- 
wood had charge—the trips by 
chartered train and planes to and 
from both coasts and the preem of 
McCarthy’s initial film, ‘“‘The Green 
Promise.” at two Houston theatres 
Friday (18) night. As soon as the 
localites took over the arrange- 
ments there was bedlam—com- 
pounded out of apparent inexperi- 
ence, lack of centralized authority 
inadequate planning to carry out 
a project as large as conceived, and 
petty jealousies. 

McCarthy, with a reputed $50.- 
000,000 spread over some 27 dif- 
ferent enterprises, was sparing no 
horses so far as coin was con- 
cerned. He merely discovered that 
you can’t throw open the doors of 
an 1,100-room  hotel—especially 
when you have a flock of film stars 
on hand to complicate things by 
drawing the local yokels like flies 
-—-and expect everything to go 
smoothly. It wasn’t lack of good 
intentions — just lack of suffi- 
ciently-foresighted supervision. 

Big Publicity Play 

Actually, aside from rne hard 
words he had to absorb, including 
those of Houston’s mayor in the 
press the day after the opening 
banquet, the week’s events were 
far from a fiasco publicity-wise. 
The Lamour show cut off landed 
the hotel unveiling on front pages 
throughout the country, and the 
hostelry got tons of publicity, most 
of it good in the long run. Gen- 
eral impression was that all of 
Houston was fighting to get into 
the Shamrock—and it was too 
literally true. 

Fundamental inconveniences suf- 
fered by the MHollywoodites  ex- 
tended even to lack of regular 
meals. Three dining rooms were 
so constantly packed that it was 
generally impossible to find a 
place, while the initial hurdle to 
room service was getting the tele- 
phone operator to answer, after 
which there was an indeterminate 
standby for the waiter. They are 
all things. of course, which will be 
repaired in time by managing di- 
rector George Lindholm, who was 
plucked out of his post as man- 
aver of the Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y. 
by McCarthy. 

General melee was 
however, by 


climaxed, 
that opening night 


+ 





Caught Short 
Houston, March 22. 

Among the myriad of inci- 
dents, both humorous and ex- 
asperating, which marked the 
preem of Glenn McCarthy’s 
Shamrock hotel here last week, 
topper probably belongs to 
Dennis O'Keefe. Immediately 
after his arrival, actor phoned 
the valet and asked that all his 
suits be picked up for press- 
ing. Then he got into the 
shower. Valet arrived, mean- 
time, and took him literally— 
every suit went out. 

O'Keefe naturally reached 
for the phone to retrieve at 
least a pair of pants. But at 
that point the switchboard was 
in such a jumble and the six 
operators in such a state of 
near-hysteria that it was de- 
cided to cut off all phone serv- 
ice for an hour while the gals 
got their nerves back and tech- 
nicians tried to straighten the 
mess. So O’Keefe just sat and 
bit his nails. He was finally 
rescued by a bird-dog press 
agent. 








banquet, which one of the local 
sheets streamered: “Lamour Loses 
Battle of Bedlam.” A Times square 
subway station at 5.30 p.m. would 
give only a meagre approximation 
of what went on in the lobby and 
the Emerald Room, from which 
the broadcast emanated. 

Plot was to have a champagne 
party in the lobby from 7 to 8 p.m., 
then move into the dining room for 
a half-hour warmup of the airshow, 
with Miss Lamour and guests Ed 
(“Duffy’s Tavern’) Gardner and 
Van Heflin hitting the ether at 
8.30. Lobby was so jammed for 
the champagne party that few of 
the tuxedoed Texans, who had 
paid $42 a head for banquet tickets, 


| 
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354th WEEK! 
3,620 Performances 
All-time long run record 
legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s _ 
Academy Award Film 


in the 








Offensive Line Yanked In 


ever got close to the bubbly. Most | 


of those that did discovered, after 
the first few minutes, that the 
waiters had run out of glasses. 
Big surge to get into the Emer- 
ald Room followed, with the crowd 
so thick it took 35 minutes to 
move along a 50-foot corridor con- 
necting the room with the lobby. 
Once the guests got in, they dis- 


| League argued 


covered reservations had been com- | 


pletely confused, some tables had 
been sold to two or more parties 
and others didn’t exist at all (in- 
cluding one supposediy reserved 
for press guests). The millionaire 
localites began shouldering each 
other for sitting space and grab- 
bing whatever was available. By 
this time some 1,300 people had 
poured into a room set up for 1,000. 
The milling, stamping and shout- 
ing was like something the kids in 
Canarsie would have been ashamed 
of. 
P. A. System Breaks Down 


In the midst of this the Sealtest | 


show went on the air and—bang— 
the public address system in the 
room broke down. The guests had 


no idea, therefore, that the broad- , 


cast was on. All they could see 
was the lips of the cast moving. 
While no one could be found who 
said he had actually heard pro- 
fanity on the air, there was plenty 
of it in the room. 

Adding to the difficulties, Gard- 


ner’s comedy spot with Miss La-| 


nour required audience response 

(o the laugh lines. But the audi- 

ence couldn’t hear. So Gardner 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Ladd’s ‘5th Ave.’ Patter 
After Irish Protests 


At the insistence of various 
Irish-American groups and _ indi- 
viduals, a line has been censored 
from one of Hank Ladd’s monologs 
in “Along Fifth Avenue,” at the 
Broadhurst, N. Y. Reference was 
to the St. Patrick’s Day parade in 
New York, which the comedian re- 
marked was “sponsored by Schen- 
ley’s.” Despite some opposition, 
Ladd and producer Arthur Lesser 
felt the joke was inoffensive, but 
finally decided to delete it after 


| 





A Memorable First Night 


By JOHN GARFIELD 








The Group Theatre was doing an experimental, one-act play, at the 


Civic Repertory theatre at 14th st 
night was bleak and wintry. The 
feel the audience ignite. 
performers caught it from the aud 

When the curtain came down the 


ing and laughing at the same time, 


/necessary to touch and feel them. 
We left the theatre to have coffee in the corner cafeteria, and many 


'studio loanout chore before resum- | 
winds | 
| up 
| “Terry,” 


in the theatre came and sat with us. 


reet and Sixth avenue, N. Y. The 
first line was spoken, and I coulg 


The spark roared into a bonfire, and the 


ience. 
people rushed up to the stage, cry. 
They kissed the actors, finding it 


We drank gallons of, coffee ang 


talked, and they asked questions. “Where did We find the play?” “How 


did we find the play?” And so on, 


uptil dawn. 


The year was 1935. “Waiting For Lefty” was on its way. 


Loanout for Fairbanks 


Before Indie Prod. 


Douglas Fairbanks, with “Terry 
and the Pirates” still to be made 
for U-I release, expects one major 


indie production. He 
his U-I three film pact with 
then plans making his 
next indie in England due to 
financing difficulties still besetting 
indies here. He has a pact to do 
three here and three in England 
for Rank, 


U. SS. productions will be 
“Caballero,” ‘Happy - Go - Lucky” 
plus untitled musical which Cole 
Porter is due to write. British pix 
will be “Knights of Round Table,” 
an untitled venetian film and an 
untitled postwar drama. Pair al- 
ready wound up for U-I were 
“Exile” and “Fighting O'Flynn.” 


ing 





Newsreelers in Middle 


some correspondents began to in- | 
ject religious issues into the con- | 


troversy. 

There was also criticism of an- 
other sketch in the show during 
the Philadelphia tryout, but the 
agitation ceased after the late Wil- 
lie Howard was forced to withdraw 
from the east. 
case was to the hospital skit, in 
which Howard tried to get an in- 
jury certificate after being in an 
auto accident. Anti-Defamation 
that the passage 
tended to hold the Jews up to ridi- 
cule. However, there has been no 
opposition since Jackie Gleason 
succeeded Howard in the part. 


Anti ‘Pain-in-Neck’ Tix 





Objection in that | 


Of Censorship Snar| 
Involving President 


Headline furor caused by the 
Navy's confiscation and censoring 
of pictures showing President Tru- 
man vacationing on a Florida beach 
last week put the major newsreel 
companies in the embarrassing mid- 
dle of a governmental bureaucratic 
mixup. Pointing to the fact that 


such an incident has never hap- | 


pened before, newsreel execs 
ascribe the incident to the U. S. 
Naval Intelligence’s attempt to 


lock the barn door after the horse 
was stolen. 

Usual practice on assignments 
involving the President and similar 


|important personages calls for ad- 


Bill Passes N.Y. Assembly. 


_majors’ pool photographer, and Jo- 


Albany, March 22. 


The McGowan bill requiring that 
the face of tickets for reserved 


'seph Vadala, NBC television news- | 


seats with only a partial or ob- | 


structed view of the stage, screen, 
ring or arena shall be so stamped, 


was sent to the Senate following | 


passage by the Assembly. 
semblyman Francis X. McGowan, 
New York Democrat, amended the 


bill, on. third reading, to make it | man’s privacy was invaded. After 
applicable solely to reserved seats. | punning the clips off before a top 


League of New York Theatres, | 


MPPTA and others are reported 
opposed to the measure, on the 
grounds there is no.need for such 
legislation, and enactment may 


cause controversies. Some lawyers | 


As- | 


vance briefing of the reel camera- 
men by the authorities on their 
proper sphere of operations. In 
this case, Thomas Craven, Para- 
mount cameraman acting as 


reel man, were given okays by one 
Government department to make a 


flight in a Navy blimp from which | 


they could photograph the Presi- 
dential party. 
The clips, however, were 


in a surprise move by White 


seized 
House 


aides and Naval Intelligence agents | 


/on grounds that President Tru- 


t 


say there will be differences of | 


opinion ds to what constitutes a 
partial or obstructed view of the 
stage, screen, etc. 

McGowan, a lawyer. sponsored a 
similar bill last year, but it died in 
Judiciary committee. 


| 
| 


| 


The | 


measure amends the general busi- | 
| ness law. 





Proser, Blair Partnered 
In Le Directoire Deal 


Monte Proser, operator of the 
Copacabana, N. Y., and Nicky 
Blair, until recently the Carnival, 
N. Y., boniface are jointly nego- 
tiating for a lease on the defunct 
Le Directoire, N. Y. 

Proser will still retain his 
terest in the Copacabana. 
been dickering for 


in- 


Government board, minor cuts, to- 
talling 21 out of 400 feet, were 
made both in Craven's and Vadala’s 
shots. The clips were included in 


(Continued on page 14) 


U. S. Mayors Urged To 
Seek Admish Tax Repeal 


Washington, March 22. 
The U. S. Conference of Mayors 
was urged Monday (21) to work 
for repeal of the federal admis- 
sions tax, so that the cities could 





| take over the admissions bite as a 


He had 
the spot for'| 


|sometime and until last week was) 


| Valdez, 
| Rafo, Nevada Smith, Ralph Young 
and Muriel King. 

If deal is finalized, Jerome Rob- | 


bins will stage the show, having direct photography from the fight-| 
| ballet as its central motif. 


in on the deal solo. Blair came 
in on partnership deal after bow- 


ing out of the Carnival,, which 
Harold Minsky takes over on 
May 15. Initial show will include 


Steve Condos, Corrine and Tito 


a Wanger line, Tommy 


source of municipal revenue. 
Suggestion was included in a 
report of the legislative commit- 


tee headed by Mayor Thomas 
D’Alesandro, of Baltimore. Many 
cities ~ould move in to fill the 


vacuum if the federal government 
deserted the admission tax field. 





IT’S BRIG. GEN. LAWTON 

Washington, March 22. 
Kirke B. Lawton, Deputy Chief 
Signal Officer of the Army, got his 
brigadier general’s star last week 
and shortly thereafter left for the 
Coast to represent the Signal 
Corps at the annual Academy 


| Award dinner. 


General 
Army 


Lawton guided the 
Pictorial Service through 


|/most of its World War II expan- 


sion and later went overseas to 


jing fronts. as % 





the | 


Metro Goes Big 4 
~ For Laugh Pix 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Accents on laughter at Metro, 
where seven straight comedies and 
eight comedies with music 


{ 


are 
slated to roll by fall. Trio of 
straight comedies start in June, 


“Love Is Legal,” Tracy-Hepburn 
starrer, “Please Believe Me,” with 
Van Johnson and Deborah Kerr, 
and “Yellow Cab Man” (Skelton), 

In July, Clark Gable-Loretta 
Young “Key to City” gets under- 
way plus an untitled comedy be- 
ing penned by Norman Krasna. 


Remaining two are “Father of 
Bride,” starring Elizabeth Taylor 
and “Reformer and _ Redhead” 
(Lana Turner-Robert Taylor), 


Musicals are “On the Town,” “Ane 
nie Get Your Gun,” “Royal Wed- 
ding,” “Tahiti,” “Lovely to Look 
At,” “His Excellency from Brazil.” 
“Summer Stock’’ and Duchess of 
Idaho. 


SIGNAL CORPS IN 





Washington, March 22. 

Signal Corps remembered the 
wartime aid given it by Hollywood 
in a statement this week which 
paid tribute to a number of the 
industry figures who aided the 
Army Motion Picture Service 

Signal Corps currently engaged 
in the preparation of visual aids 
for training men, had this com- 
ment: 

“While the Signal Corps itself is 
meeting today’s increasing de- 
mands for training aids, it is quick 
to recall that the recent war emer- 
/ gency was mct only with the help 
of the photographic industry. 

“Much of this assistance during 
World War II came from Holly- 
wood experts who donned uniform, 
‘men like Darryl F. Zanuck, who 
commanded combat photographers 

in several theatres of operations 
|} and arranged for training film pro- 
curement through the Research 
Council of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Assn.; Frank Capra, who 
made the ‘Why We Fight’ series 
of orientation films with the as- 
sistance of Anatole M. Litvak, Sam 
Briskin, and Anthony D. Veiller; 
Robert Lord, who was executive 
producer at the Signal Corps Pho- 
tographic Center; Claude Binyon, 
who wrote many of the outstand- 
ing training film scripts; Emanuel 
Cohen, who produced the Army- 
Navy Screen Magazine, a monthly 
newsreel-type short; Kenneth Mc 
/Kenna and Richard W. Maibaum, 
| who worked on a series of films 
_to stimulate production by war In 
dustry workers; Edmond H. North, 
'who wrote the scripts for the 
| ‘Fighting Men’ series of films de- 
signed to condition troops for com 
bat experiences; George Stevens, 
who commanded several combat 
| photographic teams in Africa an 
Europe; Orton H. Hicks, who 
helped establish a distribution sy* 
tem: John Huston and T. Freeland, 
who aided the photographic effort 
in many ways; and Robert W. Pres 
i nell, Jack Hively and Jesse 
Lasky, Jr., who helped give General 
'Douglas MacArthur excellent pho 
tographic service in the Western 
Pacific.” 





| 


! 


Marvin Schenck to Coast 


| Marvin Schenck, Metro veepeés 
accompanied by his wife, shoves 
off for the Coast Friday (25) for 
an indefinite stay. Schenck re 
‘ portedly will take over production 
chores at the studio. 
Metroite has been serving , 
i talent chief at the homeofiice. 


TRIBUTE TO PIXITES 


| > 
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Small, Chas. Skouras in UA Buyout 
Maneuvers as Multiple Deals Perk 


Names of Edward Small and 
Charles Skouras were suddenly 
thrown into the United Artists pic- 
ture this week as activity hit a fast 
peat on both coasts in negotiations 
for sale of the company. Small 
popped into the scene over the 


weekend with a purchase offer that | 


sent Arthur W. Kelly, who reps 
owner Charles Chaplin, scurrying 
to the Coast on a late plane Sun- 
day (20) night. 


Small, it was learned on the 


Coast, heads up a syndicate which | 


is prepared to pay cash to Chap- 
Ry his partner, Mary Pickford, 
for the company. € 

feel that the asking price of $5,- 
400.000 is too high. They stand 
ready, nevertheless, to lay their 
coin on the = the —_— is oe 

“ed and Kelly’s mission is to 
re to Chaplin and Miss Pickford 

rat possibility. 
sags oe sry sources in New York 
revealed that Charles Skouras, 
who now heads 20th-Fox’s National 
Theatres circuit, is tied in with Si 
Fabian and Ted Gamble in their 
efforts to buy the company. Their 
negotiations, however, appear to 
be at a temporary standstill while 
Kelly deals with Small and James 
and George Nasser. 

Nassers, until the weekend, ap- 
peared to have the hottest chance 
to buy the company. Kelly’s hur- 
ried trip to the Coast, as a matter 
of fact, left Nasser’s rep, Sam 
Wiesenthal, in New York with no 
one to talk to. He had come in 
late last week to huddle with 
Kelly. Nassers are said to have 


established bank credits of about | 


$3,500,000 to handle the deal. 
While the Small syndicate is un- 
willing to give the price asked, the 
offer is highly attractive to Chap- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Wall St. Bears See No 
Fast Killing in Par-RKO 
Speculation on Splitup 


While Paramount’s common stock 
slid several points on the New 
York stock exchange following an- 
nouncement of the company’s im- 
pending splitup, Wall street bears 
see little possibility of a fast kill- 
ing on the basis of the anti-trust 
settlement. Indicating the lack of 
interest by the bears, short hold- 





ings in Par’s common dipped to a» 


low of 5,520 shares during the 30- 


day period which ended March 15. | 


On Feb. 15, prior to the splitup an- 
nouncement, short interests came 
to 6,285 shares, 

Short holdings in Universal stock 
also declined during the same 
stretch. It dropped to 6,960 shares 
from 7,360 held on Feb. 15. Slight 
rise in Metro short interests was 
scored. Holdings climbed to 5,075 


However, they | 


+ 





Check the Moppets 


Century circuit, 37-theatre chain 
in the N. Y. metropolitan area, is 


warning its patrons not to bring | 


the kiddies to see 20th-Fox’s ‘“‘The 
Snake Pit.” Having booked the 
film in 25 of its houses, Century 
has posted 30x40 placards in the 
lobbies of all these theatres advis- 
ing against moppet attendance. 
Placards read in full: “ ‘The 
| Snake Pit’ is an adult picture and 
will become one of the most talked 


|tory. However, we do not recom- 
mend it for children.” Film, of 


course, treats with an insane asy- 
lum. 


Exhib Showdown 
On Theatre TV 
In Big N.Y. Meet 





A confab of leading exhibs from | 


various parts of the country will be 
called in New York within the next 
'few weeks in another effort ‘to 
spark the entry of theatre interests 
into large-screen television. The 
,conclave will be called by Walter 
| Reade, Jr., co-chairman of the The- 
|atre Owners of America’s commit- 
tee on television; Robert Coyne, 
| TOA director associated with cir- 


|cuit operator Ted Gamble, and 
Gael Sullivan, exec director of | 
| TOA. The meeting, despite the 


|/TOA connections of the trio, will 
|}not be held under TOA auspices. 
| Exhibs invited to the meet will 
be asked for a final decision on 
| whether a concrete and early move 


should be made to organize a the- | 


| atre-supervised television company. 


'That project was initially approved | 


by the TOA board of directors 
some 12 months ago. Since then, 
promoters of the plan have been 
unable to line up influential exhibs 
in a coordinated operation. 
Reade, Coyne and Sullivan have 
(Continued on page 9) 


Bernstein to Quebec 
For WB Pic Locales 


Sidney Bernstein, partner with 
Alfred Hitchcock in Transatlantic 
productions, heads from New York 





| to Quebec over the weekend to 
/ scout locations for the indie unit’s 


inext film, “I Confess.” Pic will 
' be made for Warner Bros. under a 
‘new one-film deal just closed. 


Bernstein arrived in N. Y. yester- | 
'day (Tues.) following inking of the | 


shares from a previous 4,257 total. | pact and confabs with Hitchcock 


With RKO common _ showing 
strength on the big board, little | 
Short trading has ‘been evidenced | 
in this stock. Since publicizing of 
RKO’s division into two companies, 
short holdings have never hit 5,- 


000 shares. | 





SIEGEL FOR BROWN AS | 
PAR. PUBLICITY CHIEF 


Hollywood, March 22. 


Norman Siegel has been named 
Paramount’s ad-publicity studio di- | 
rector, succeeding George Brown, 
who resigned this week. Siegel 
steps up from his post as exec 
assistant to Brown. He _ joined 
Paramount in June, 1945, coming 
from the Cleveland Press, where 
he was film critic. For the past 
three years, Siegel also served as 
Hollywood coordinator for the 
royal command film preems in 
London, 


Brown's ticket with Par had 18 
months more to run when he 
ankled the lot. Company has agreed 
to pay him off on the balance of his 
contract within a three-year period. | 


Before coming to Paramount in | 
1940, Brown served with Columbia | 


as ad-pub chief both on‘ the Coast. 
and in N.Y, 





on the Coast. : 
“Confess” will be shot in Canada 
next winter, Bernstein said. Trans- 


atlantic has already completed 
“Rope” and “Under Capricorn,” 
Ingrid Bergman-Joseph Cotten 


starrer, for Warners. Latter film 
is to be released this fall. 

Bernstein will return to N. Y. 
after glimming Quebec locales and 
embarks for England at the end of 
next week. 


R. J. Rubin to Make 
Hdatrs. in New York 
Robert J. Rubin, counsel for the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, will make his per- 
manent headquarters at SIMPP’s 
new offices in New York. Rubin 
formerly was located on the Coast, 
but with the Society’s g.h.q. now 
switched ‘» Manhattan, it was de- 





cided last week that the counsel 


should -be there to advise prexy 
Ellis Arnall. 

Rubin, who has spent much of his 
time in New York recently, returned 
to the Coast last week to prepare 
for the permanent move east. Ma- 


jor part of his task will be to. 


police the carrying out of the con- 
sent decrees entered into by major 
companies 
anti-trust suits against them. 


about films in motion picture his- | 


in settlement of the) 
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| 
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The film industry’s gross reve- 


jnues for 1948 fell behind some 


$66,000,000 from the year previous, | 


but were strong enough to mark 
48 as the third highest semester 
in motion picture history. The to- 
tal for the 12 months came to 
$880,800,000 for the seven majors 
(all those except United Artists), 
a survey by VARIETY of financial re- 
ports made to the Securities & Ex- 
changes Commission indicates. All 
companies have now reported their 
estimated grosses for the year. 

Tremendous boxoffice pull still 
| exercised by films on the Ameri- 
can public is demonstrated by the 
fact that overall revenues slipped 
by only 7% during the year. That 
| phenomenon is made all the more 
apparent because 1947, when the 
companies piled up a total gross 
of $946,705,066, was the second 
highest in the industry’s history, 
trailing only peak 1946. 

While the figures refer only to 
fiscal ’48, a number of companies 
have filed returns for early quar- 
ters of 1949. These preliminary 
reports indicate that the majors are 


holding close to 1948 figures, and | 
that the decline of the past two, 


|years has ended. On this score, 
Columbia’s gross for the period 
ended Dec. 25 came to $8,525,000 
| domestically and $3,500,000 for- 
eign, or about the same as the year 
before. Universal’s $14,621,510 for 
| the 13 weeks ended Jan. 29, as filed 
with the SEC, also shows no de- 
cline over the previous semester. 

Top-grossing of the majors was 
Metro, which supplanted Para- 
mount in the No. 1 position. It gar- 
nered $185,816,446 against $183,- 
948,900 in 1947. 
/ only major to register a gain in 
grosses for the year. 

Holding down second spot as the 

(Continued on page 9) 





‘Johnston Hosts Mayer 
At Wash. Luncheon 


Washington, March 22. 

Louis B. Mayer, in for a couple 
of days of sightseeing with Mrs. 
Mayer, was feted at lunch yester- 
| day (Mon.) by Eric Johnston. 
| The luncheon, at Motion Picture 
Assn. of America headquarters, in- 
cluded General Dwight Eisen- 
hower, Sir Oliver Franks, the 


British Ambassador; Henri Bennet, | 
| the French Ambassador; 
| Tarchiani, 


Alberto 
Italian 


The Mayers reached here from 


| Miami Sunday night and expect to 
‘remain until tomorrow. From here | 


they push on to New York, then 
back to the Coast. 


e...... 


4 








Metro was the | 


Ambassador; | 
_General Bedell Smith, U. S. Am- 
_bassador to Russia, and Paul G. 
| Hoffman, head of ECA. 


_ 


Britain Shaves Quota by Scant 57; 





Comic Strip ‘Oscar’ 

Unofficial public balloting 
to select the Hollywood film 
best portraying life in the 
U. S. is currently going on via 
Milton Caniff’s syndicated 
comic strip, “Steve Canyon.” 
Readers are being requested to 
mail in their selections to help 
the hero out of a spot in which 
he has to show a typical U. S. 
film to an Indo-Chinese ruler, 
Crag Hag. 

As one of the comic strip 
characters put it, “If we 
showed her some movies I’ve 
seen, we’d never even live to 
get tossed out.” 








Kingsberg Group 
Forming to Bid 
For RKO Circuit 


Malcolia Kingsberg, RKO’s thea- 
tre chief, is getting together a syn- 
dicate to bid for control of the new 
RKO theatre company. Just in 
trom the Coast after a month’s va- 
cation, Kingsberg reportedly is 
seeking financial interests outside 
the industry to place a cash offer 
with Howard Hughes, RKO’s domi- 
nant stockholder, for the produ- 
cer’s controlling interest in the 
theatre wing. 


Meanwhile, from other sources 


it has been reported that Floyd 
B. Odlum, head of Atlas Corp., 
is not likely to exercise his 


|option on the theatre chain. Odlum, 


it is said, may not have his com- 
pany meet offers made for the cir- 
cuit although Atlas has that right 
under the contract with Hughes, 
(Continued on page 18) 





Novins as Sec of New 


Par Prod.-Distrib Co. 


With Paramount getting set for 
its devision into two separate com- 
panies Jan. 1, 1950, new executive 
lines of the production-distribution 
unit is rapidly taking shape. 

Louis Novins, assistant to prez 
Barney Balaban, is reported set to 
take over the spot of secretary in 
the new unit. 
ceed Robert O’Brien, current sec- 
retary of the parent company, who 


is moving into the theatre company 
‘as an officer and director. | 





National Boxoffice Survey 





Spring Weather Hits Trade—‘Mother,’ ‘Honeymoon,’ 
‘Door,’ ‘Smith,’ ‘Ships,’ ‘St. Louis’ Big Six 


With few new pictures being 
launched, biz generally in key 
cities covered by VARIETY remains 
spotty. Exhibitors are blaming 
lightweight product for failure to 
garner heavier grosses. Distribu- 
tors are not anxious to unveil ad- 
ditional product during Lent or 
while the general business picture 
remains muddied. 

Best entry is “Mother Is Fresh- 
man” (20th), which moved up from 
third place to pace field. “Family 
Honeymoon” (U) is not far behind 
in second groove, and currently 
playing in more spots than 
“Mother.” Third money goes to 
“Knock on Any Door” (Col), doing 
comparatively better over’ the 
country than in N, Y. 

“Whispering Smith” (Par), either 
pacemaker or second-place winner 
for last three weeks, is winding 
up fourth. “Down to Sea in Ships” 
(20th) is in fifth slot while “South 
of St. Louis” (WB) is showing 
enough to get sixth position. 

Whole batch of pictures fitting 
runner-up category this session, 
being paced by “Nick Beal” (Par), 


“Dear to Heart” (RKO), “Letter to | 


{Three Wives” (20th), “Canadian _ 


Pacific” (20th), “Fighting O’Flynn” 
(U) and “Red Shoes” (EL). “Life 
of Riley” (U), only showing in two 
keys covered by Vakriety, is tops 
in one and sock in other. 

“Red Pony” (Rep), a newcomer, 
is doing brisk trade in Philly, okay 
in Baltimore but on disappointing 
side in L. A. and Pitt. Neither 
“Impact” (UA) nor “Last Bandit” 
(Rep) are getting far as new ‘en- 
tries in N. Y. ‘‘Woman’s Secret” 
(RKO) shapes mild in Philly. An- 
other new film, “Undercover Man” 
(Col), looks solid in Chicago. 

“Ball Game” (M-G), which is 
holding nicely in second N. Y. 
sianza, also is fine in Buffalo tee- 
oft. “Bad Men of Tombstone” 
(Mono) shapes fast in Cincy. 

“Boy with Green Hair’ (RKO) 
is top new film in mild St, Louis. 
“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep), doing 
okay in Minneapolis, is sock on 
Toronto holdover. 

“The Bribe’ (M-G), which has 
not been doing too well, will grab 
stout trade in Cleve. “Walked by 
Night” (EL) looms big in Detroit. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages .11-13), 
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[OFF 47 TAKE Sill Bucking for More 
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| 


| order 


Home Prod. 


London, March 22. 
Harold Wilson, head of the Brit- 
ish Board of Trade, staggered the 
film industry today (Tues.) by ig- 
noring the recommendation of the 
British Films Council and setting a 
40% quota, beginning in Octeber. 
By submitting the Parliamentary 
before the House of Com- 
mons last night, Wilson served no- 
tice that the British government 


| will continue to battle for a self- 


| program. 


sufficient native film production 
His action comes in the 
face of a strong plea by exhibs for 
a cut to 3313% and considerable 
backwatering by other film ele- 
ments on their support of a high 
quota. 


The government-supported bill 
would reduce the quota by only 


| 5° since the present rate is 45°. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
} 


| 10 vote last week from the British 


| It also continues unchanged a sup- 


porting program quota’ fixed at 
25°. The step is a bitter blow to 
the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn. which expected a substantial 
reduction after winning a close 1l- 


Films Council for a slash to 3314%, 
Rebuke to the CEA is even 
stronger since a last-minute effort 
was made yesterday (Monday) by 
(Continued on page 4) 





Miracle in Hollywood; 
Kramer’s ‘Home of Brave’ 
Almost Done in Secret 


With Hollywood's reputation for 
buzz-buzz making such a projéct 
seem utterly impossible, indie pro- 


| duction of “Home of the Brave” in 


complete secrecy is one of the most 
fantastic fables to come out of the 


celluloid capital. By the time leaks 


here and there forced producer 
Stanley Kramer to announce that 
he’d start in three days—that 
would have been Feb. 28—the film 
was well on its wag to completion 


of its three weeks’ shooting. 


Aim of all the hush-hush- was to 


| get out first with a Negro problem 


Novins would suc- | 


l 


picture. Kramer knew that Darryl 


F. Zanuck was preparing “Pinky” 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Prospective Split of 20th's Prod. 
& Theatres Revives ABC and TV Talk 





Prospective splitup of 20th-Fox + 


into a production-distribution and 
a theatre company, in line with 
the consent decree now in the 
works, may revive negotiations 
for 20th to buy out’ the) 
ABC network, according to com-| 
pany officials. Such a purchase, 
of course, must still await a final | 
decision by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission on whe-' 
ther the film companies can own 
radio or television stations, on 
which 20th questioned the FCC 
this week for a definite answer. 

Twentieth is still vastly inter- 
ested in establishing a video net- 
work, it is pointed out, Unlike | 
Paramount, whose TV operations 
were divided about evenly between 
the two companies formed by the | 
recent splitup, it’s expected that 
20th’s five pending applications 
for tele stations will go entirely 
to the theatre branch. That as- 
sumption is based on the fact that, 
in prosecuting its applications be- 
fore the FCC, 20th tried to make 
them as localized as possible by 
naming as directors of the pros- 
pective stations mainly their the- 
atre execs. That procedure was 
followed to tie in with the FCC’s 
major emphasis on having a sta- 
tion owned by local operators and 
not by absentee owners. 

If the company splits up and the 
theatre branch grabs off the TV 
applications now pending, conse- 
quently, it’s believed that the pro- 
duction-distrib company will also 
continue with its TV activities. 

(Continued on page 9) 


Translux Net Takes Dive 





As TY Inroads Hit Reels 


Decline in newsreel theatre biz, 
attributed to popularity of tele- 
vision for news coverage, is reflect- 
ed adversely in Trans-Lux Corp. 
annual report for 1948, released 
this week. Company showed net. 
profit of $155,130 as against $231,- 
679 in 1947, or a decline of over 
$76,000. 

Accompanying statement from 
board chairman Percival E. Furber 
cites there has been a decrease 
in theatre revenue throughout the 
U. S., but that it was refiected most 
sharply for T-L at its newsreel the- 
atres. When this trend became ap- 
parent early last summer, steps 
were taken to convert the Madison 
avenue house, N. Y.,.and the thea- 
tres in Washington and Philadel-| 
phia into firstrun operations using 
feature product. Furber explained 
that this action had reversed down- 
ward trend in revenue, all houses 
now doing okay. Trans-Lux at 
Broadway and 49th street, N. Y., 
is the only newsreel theatre of | 
T-L, returns from it being reported 
about same as previous year. 


Corporation directors decided 
expansion of theatre operations 
looked the best bet to help the 
company’s development, result be- 
ing that seven theatres were added 
to the T-L circuit during the last 
nine months of 1948. Uncertain- 
ties in Mexico prompted company | 
to obtain a local operator for its 
Trans-Lux Prado in Mexico City. 

Report showed that theatre ex- 
pansion required substantial ex-| 
penditure of capital funds, all new! 
houses and improvements being 
accomplished without borrowing. 
However, this outlay for theatre, 
work prompted the directorate to 
declare no further dividends after 
the 15c. one paid in January last 
year. 


Einfeld Ups Rosenfield 


Ulric Bell, 20th-Fox publicity 
manager, has been upped to the 
newly-created post of information 
director. It is understood that in 
this capacity he will serve as 
special aide to prexy Spyros P. 
Skouras. David Golding, who re- 
cently joined 20th’s publicity de- 
partment, has been lifted to the 
post of publicity manager, succeed- 
ing Bell. 

As part of the reshuffle of 20th- 
Fox's pub-ad department under the 
new regime of vice-prexy Charles 
Einfeld, Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., has 
been upped to advertising manager. 
Rosenfield, former assistant ad 
manager, replaces Christy Wilbert, 
who switched over to head pub-| 
licity for the Roxy theatre, N. Y. 
it is understood Wilbert may leave | 
that post shortly. y 
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Loew's Names Beigel 


Charles Beigel has been named 
director of purchases for the 
Loew’s circuit. Beigel formerly 
was president of the Pyramid In- 
ternational Corp., export-import 
firm. 

He takes over from Max Wolff, | 
who has resigned after being with 
the chain 30 years. 
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Rank’s Appearance | 
As Witness Unlikely 


In Nathanson Suit 


J. Arthur Rank’s appearance as 
a witness in the suit brought by 
Paul Nathanson’s Empire-Univer- | 
sal Films against the British film- | 

United World Pictures, | 
Universal and General Film Dis- | 
tributors is now unlikely in view 
of a postponement in the trial to | 
June 6 granted by the N. Y. fed- | 
eral court last week. Rank, who | 
arrives in the U.S. today (Wed.), | 
was originally slated to take the | 
stand. | 

Delay was granted on applica- | 
tion of Nathanson. He is seeking 
$1,000,000 damages plus an ac-| 
counting of profits on a number | 
of British pix. He charges breach 
of a pact whereby his company was 
to have Canadian distribution 
rights to films which UWP was to 
handle in the U. S. 

Idea was dropped several years 


'ago when UWP was absorbed by 


Universal. 

Rank will be in the U. S. for five 
weeks on his current visit. While 
in New York he'll sit in on a Uni- | 
versal board meeting. Rank so-| 
journs at Palm Beach, March 31- 
April 6, as a guest of Robert R. 
Young, then heads for Chicago, ar- 
riving April 8 for huddles with 
Charles H. Percy, prez of Bell & 
Howell. 

In Los Angeles, April 10-17, he 
then goes to Washington April 20 
for preem of “Scott of the Antarc- 
tic’ and the Anglo-American Film 
Council meets. Rank sails_ for 
England April 28. 


UA Bd. Meet Forced To 


Cancel; Lack of Quorum 


United Artists’ board, slated to 
meet Monday (21), was forced to 


cancel the session because of lack | 


of a quorum when only the three | 
directors representing owner Mary | 
Pickford appeared. Trio of reps of | 
Charles Chaplin, who failed to | 
show, are Arthur W. Kelly, who 
was on the Coast, and attorneys 
Charles Schwartz and Herbert Ja- 
coby. 

Board had a number of product 
deals on which to take action. 
These were brought back from the 
Coast by prexy Grad Sears follow- 
ing meetings there last week. No 
new date for a directors’ conclave 
was set. 








| dling. 


‘Outlaw’ Turned Back 
By UA via Hughes Deal 


United Artists has turned back 
to Howard Hughes prints, stills 
and other material on “The Out- 
law” in keeping with the agree- 
ment by which RKO’s new owner 
is advancing $600,000 in second 
money to finance indie producers | 
for UA. Company has also now 
formally relinquished its rights to 





| 


Hughes’ “Mad Wednesday” and, 
“Vendetta.” They'll be released 
by RKO. 


UA had been holding up every-| 
thing until it had deals sewed up 
for the pix to be made with the | 
coin Hughes is advancing. Since | 
negotiations are going so slowly, | 
however, and Hughes guaranteed | 
the money, it was decided to turn} 
his films back to him. The only | 
picture set to be made with the 
Hughes money, Rooney-Stiefel’s 
“Quicksand,” went before the 
cameras this week. 


Recent Pix Net Up 
But Last Year's 
Product Nips U 


With the announcement of a loss 
of $717,535 for the first quarter of 
1949, ended Jan. 29, Universal ex- 
pects to complete its writeoff of a 
string of weak pix which it re- 
leased early last year. Company 
has been racking up a profit on 
more recent product but that mar- 
gin was erased by carryover of b.o. 
missouts unleashed more than 12 
months ago. 

Gross revenues during the first- 
quarter period were $14,621,510, as 
compared to $15,741,883 garnered 
in the preceding 13 weeks. At the 
same time, cost of product has 
dropped sharply as a result of stu- 
dio economies effected in mid-1948. 
Hence, amortization charges are 
now falling to a point permitting 
a net profit. ‘ 

Company execs believe the next 
quarter report will show the up- 
turn and put the outfit in the black 
for the first time in many months. 
Loss of $717,535 compares with a 
profit of $134,206 recorded for the 
equivalent period last year. 


U Slates Four More By 
Rank for U.S. Release 
In British B.0. Upturn 


Upturn which J. Arthur Rank’s 
fortunes in the U. S. registered in 
the past few months made further 
progress this week when Universal 
slated a minimum of four of the 
Britisher’s pix for general release | 
during the balance of the current 
year. U previously had rejected a 
string of Rank’s offerings for com- 
mercial distribution on the ground | 








‘that the films were suited for art 


house rather than general han- 


Company, . sharing with 


| Eagle Lion the U. S. distribution 


G&P of Cleve. Asks 


525G in Trust Suit. 
Cleveland, March 22. 

Long feud between two rival 

nabe theatres came to a head last 


week when the G. & P. Amus. Co., 
operator of the Moreland, filed a 
525,000 treble damage suit against 
the owners of the Regent, a film- 
buying agency and four distribut- 
ing companies for alleged viola- 
tions of the federal anti-trust 
laws. 

Petition filed in federal court 
charged that Paul Gusdanovic, who 
owns the Regent and three other 
theatres, was the chief instigator 
In a conspiracy to keep the new 
Moreland management from book- 
ing A films until after they had 
been shown at other houses, and 
that price discrimination was made 
in favor of the Regent. 





PAGNOL TRILOGY ON 1 BILL 

Elysee, first-run foreign film 
house in New York, is currently 
playing a triple-bill featuring the 
Marcel Pagnol trilogy, “Marius,” 
Fanny” and “Cesar” being shown 
on a grind policy for a total of 
six hours. 

House had previously shown the 


Pagnol films as individual features. | 
> lui 


rights to Rank product, has that 
right under its reciprocal tieup. 


Quartet of pix now definitely 
slated for general release by U are 
“One Woman's Story” ‘played in 
Britain under the label “The 
Passionate Friends”); “Blue La- 
goon,” Technicolor opus starring 
Jean Simmons; “Christopher Co- 
lumbus,” with Fredric March in the 
lead; and ‘“‘Woman Hater.” British 
releases are in addition to the 
upped 28-30 Hollywood pix which 
U will send to the theatres this 
year. 

Last Rank pic to get general, 
handling by U in the U. S, was 


“Bad Sister,” released last spring. | — 


Boycott against British product hit | 
the country thereafter and Rank’s 
Yank revenues declined sharply. 
U refused to handle a group of 
films commercially which were 
vlotted to its Prestige unit for spe- 
cial art house selling. 

Large number of the Britisher’s 
films are currently being released 
by Eagle Lion after marking time 
for several years on Yank shelves. | 
While none of these is racking up 
sensational grosses, total take) 
represents a healthy weekly in-| 
come for Rank. In addition, Rank’s | 
two roadshow pix, “Hamlet” (U) | 
and “Red Shoes” (EL), are bring- | 
ing in weekly revenues of around | 
$100,000. 
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Yank Distribs Will Stick by Indie 
- British Exhibs Despite Quota Cut ~ 


7% 








| prexy, called on Wilson and pre- 


| tended. 
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Weltner to Far East 


George Weltner, Paramount's | 
foreign chief, pushes off next week | 
for a one-month trek through the | 
Far East. 

Trip is Weltner’s routine swing | 
through the territories made every 
year. | 


British Indie Exhibs 
Now Account for 40% 
Of U. S. Distrib Take 


Indie exhibs in Britain are grow- | 
ing increasingly more important 
to Yank distribs as a_ substantial 
source of rentals in the past few 
months, roundup of foreign depts. 
indicate. With a new system of 
distribution in operation for the 
past 90 days which guarantees in- 
dies an equal availability of top 
product, American distribs now 
estimate that the setup is giving 
them some 40% of their entire 
take solely from indie houses. 

The changed system, put into 
effect late last year, is a split of 
product of each American distrib 
into ‘“X” and “Y” lists. The J. Ar- 
thur Rank-affiliated Odeon and 
Gaumont British circuits are sup- 
plied from one list, and the indies 
from the other. Division of prod- 
uct is on an equal basis with no 
switching of films once the two 
lists are prepared. 

Some 75° of the bookings still 
come from the Rank units which 
dominate a good number of the 
key situations. But the returns 
from indies have been growing 
steadily and have now hit the 40% 
marker. According to Yank top- 
pers, indies are gradually showing 
confidence in the new system be- 
cause of rigid adherence to a fair 
split in the lists. Originally, these 
non - affiliated operators feared 
switching to first-runs because of 
a suspicion that they would find 
their sources of product drying up. 


Brit. 40% Quota 


Continued from page 3 


a delegation of exhibs headed by | 
Sir Alexander King, new CEA 

















sented exhibition’s arguments. | 
Wilson was urged b, them to cut 
the quota to 25% and reduce the 
supporting program ratio to 10%. 

It now becomes apparent that 
the government will wage its cam- 
paign further to build British pro- 
duction, although producers, them- | 
selves, including J. Arthur Rank | 
are only lukewarm to British film- 
making prospects. There had been 
reason to believe that the Labor 
cabinet would relent in view of the | 
collapse in much of British produc- | 
tion activities and the impending | 
drop in British films available for | 
theatres. 

While labor unions, formerly the | 
hottest supporters of a high quota, | 
are now divided on the question, | 
certain influential figures in labor’s | 
camp voted for the quota cut last | 
week. Tom O’Brien, M.P., and| 
general secretary of the National | 
Assn. of Theatre Kinematograph | 
Employes is understood to have 
switched to the reduction propo- 
nents and voted for the slash. 

He and his faction feel that a, 
quota cut would encourage Amer- | 
ican companies to produce in Brit- | 
ain, thereby alleviating a very) 
tight employment situation. Other | 
labor leaders plunked for a boost 
to 60° while producers, in the 
main, wanted the 45% quota ex- 








N. Y. to Europe 
Anton Dolin 
Ethel Griffies 
Richard W. Hubbell 
Nat Karson 
Alfred Katz 
Alicia Markova 
Louis Merlin 
Europe to N. Y. 
Al Daff 
Jack Dunfee 
Paul Lukas 
Ben Lyon 
Patricia Neal 
J. Arthur Rank 
Ronald Reagan 
Casey Robinson 
Sam Seidelman 
Erich von Stroheim 
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American film distribs wil] stick 
by the indie British theatres, con. 
tinuing to supply them with an 
even break on product, despite 
reduction in the British quota to 
40%, announcement of which was 
made yesterday (Tues.). Foreign 
toppers indicate that upped de. 


| mands for Yank pix by the three 


chief British circuits, Odeon, Brit. 
ish Gaumont and Associated Brit. 


_ish, stemming from a relaxed quota 
| will not lead to a withdrawal of 
first-run from indie theatres. 


Yank execs have no intention of 
caught flatfooted again, 
When the boosted quota was first 
clamped on British theatres, com. 
paniés found themselves unable 


_to book their product because the 


Rank-affiliated Odeon and B-G 
chains swung into a diet of Brit- 
ish films, cutting their bookings of 
Yank product to a minimum, 
American officials note that only 
in desperation did the distribs turn 
to indie houses and a system of 
“X” and “Y’ lists to get their 
films played off in Britain. 

“X" and “Y” system, it is said, 
will be maintained although the 
spur to its original adoption is now 


heading for the curtains. Under 
that system, American films are 
divided into two equal portions 


with one sold exclusively to affili- 
ates and the other to indies. Yank 
distribs have no intention of pull- 
ing the props from under the in- 
dies after painstakingly creating 
this new first-run outlet. 

Easing of quota is expected to 
speed release of American pix, 
Schedules are now about three-to- 
four months behind. Changed sit- 
uation should bring the slate up to 
date. 


One result of the British retreat 
will undoubtedly be a better treat- 
ment for American product than 
heretofore. Accerding to Ameri- 
can distribs, their pix have been 
“kicked around” lately, being 
grooved frequently to second bill- 
ing. Sharpened demand for Yank 
product, resulting from the quota 
easing, will restore distribs to a 
sound bargaining position again. 





L. A. to N. Y. 
Harry Ackerman 
Berle Adams 
Gene Austin 
Leon Becker 
Sally Benson 
Sidney Bernstein 
A. Pam Blumenthal 
Max Coplet 
Eleanor Counts 
Kirk Douglas 
Ruth Gordon 
Richard Hageman 
June Havoc 
Paul F. Heard 
Irene Hervey 
Oscar Homolka 
Amparo Iturbi 
Allan Jones 
Garson Kanin 
Boris Karloff 
Elia Kazan 
Malcolm Kingsberg 
Henry Koster 
Andrew Marton 
Marilyn Maxwell 
James K. McGuinness 
Burgess Meredith 
Ray Milland 
Audie Murphy 
Lloyd Nolan 
Katina Paxinou 
Steve Previn 
Grad Sears 
David O, Selznick 
Paul Short 
Hunt Stromberg 
Margaret Whiting 
Sam Wiesenthal 
Mary Young 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Lauren Bacall 
Humphrey Bogart 
Charles Boyer 
Gary Cooper 
Arthur W. Kelly 
Arthur Krim 
Lou Mandel 
Ernest Martin 
Lewis Penish 
Mrs. Gregor Rabinovitch 
Gene Tierney 
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STILL HERE 


Henry Morgan 
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Lichtman’s Sales Ideas 


Two more or less revolutionary s: 
would attempt to evolve into workab ', were outlined by new 
20th-Fox veepee Al Lichtman Mond: ..1). Lichtman is credited 
with developing the sliding-scale system on which a number of 
companies now sell pix. New formulas on which Lichtman and 
20th’s sales chief, Andy Smith, will talk to exhibs during a two- 
month tour that started Monday are: 

1. The cost of each film made by the company would be appor- 
tioned pro rata against each potential theatre situation. Exhib 
would pay this amount as a guarantee. His operating costs would 
then come out of the receipts and the remainder would be evenly 
divided between exhib and distrib. (Lichtman said that when he 
was at United Artists he successfully operated on such a plan with 
the Publix Circuit for 10 years.) 

9. Exhibs would be charged by the distrib a flat sum, such as 25c, 
for each patron who comes into his theatre. This amount would 
vary according to the quality of the film, just as percentage terms 
now differ. Exhib could charge whatever admission he desired. 
Plan would make it possible to completely ignore house operating 
charges and would provide greater incentive for the theatre owner 
to drumbeat his pix, since he could clearly see the profit on each 


‘cles, which he said he 





patron who stepped up to the boxoffice, according to Lichtman. 











Foy Stymied on EL Pact Exit 
Wants to Accept Warner Offer 


, Bryan Foy’s drive to win a re-+ 


lease from his contract with Eagle | 
Lion was stalled this week when| 
the producer failed to win ap-| 
proval on a personal appeal to 
Robert R. Young, controlling stock- 
holder of Pathe Industries, EL’s 
parent company. Foy, currently in 
New York, trekked to Palm Beach, 
Young’s winter home, for a four- 
cornered huddle last week with the 
railroad magnate; Arthur Krim, 
EL prez, and Robert Benjamin, 
Young’s attorney. 

Foy made his pitch because he. 
has a lucrative offer from Warner 
Bros. to produce on a semi-indie 
basis and release through the com- 
pany. He was told that cancella- 
tion of his pact would not be con-| 
sidered until he fulfilled commit-| 
ments on two films, “Trapped” and 
“Port of New York,” which he is 
currently preparing for EL. 

Foy, it is understood, alterna- 
tively wanted an answer on wheth- | 
er he could make the switch to 
Warners after the two pix were 
wrapped up but the triumvirate 
withheld the say on the query. Pro- 
ducer is tied by his original con-| 
tract, which has two years to run. 
That pact made him veepee in 
charge of production, a post he 
surrendered last year. No new tick- 
et was signed, and Foy continued 
under his old deal in the capacity 
of producer. | 


Chi Loop Wins 
Cutrate Deals 


Schoenstadt circuit in Chicago 
won the right to buy pix from ma- 
jor companies at half price for its 
Piccadilly theatre as a part of the 
settlement of its anti-trust action 
last year. That was disclosed this 
week in explanation of why the 
house was able to double biil two 
top A features, “Snake Pit” and) 
Paleface.” 

Disclosure was made Monday | 
(21) by Andy Smith, v.p. in charge 
of distribution for 20th, which) 
made “Snake Pit.” Smith asserted | 
an investigation showed _ that | 

Choenstadt was paying a com-| 

Ined rental for the two films of. 
only 30%. He said the half-price | 
tine cement was scheduled to con- | 

_ for several more years. 
Widely-publicized dispute a couple 
weeks ago between United Artists 

(Continued on page 22) 


Peck’s ‘12 O’Clock’ 

. Hollywood, March 22. 
. regory Peck reports to 20th- 

i Ahan 18 for “Twelve O'Clock | 
i his last commitment at the 

udio. He’s nearing the end of 
pact that had him tied to various | 
Studios and producers. | 
we still has one to do for Metro 


us One for which Selzni é 
him to Warners. yor 


Selznick two, but 








there’s no indi- 


Cation from r lec ! oom 
be done, latter as to what will mayor under a new home 











Study Trust Laws 


Washington, March 22. 
House Judiciary Committee will 
make a study of the anti-trust laws 


| with a view toward strengthening 


them, although there is no indi- 
cation ‘whether any changes will 
come in matters affecting motion 
pictures or any other branch of 
show Diz. 

Committee is able to act be- 
cause the House last week voted 


the committee the power to in-| 
Committee | 
asked the authority in connection | 


vestigate. Judiciary 


with the anti-trust laws. 


20th Expected 
To Exceed 48 
On All Fronts 


Despite the widely-held image of 
the picture industry currently be- 
ing in sackcloth and ashes, 20th- 
Fox this year will undoubtedly far 
exceed 1948 income in all aspects 
of its business. Company has had 
a sensational rise, during the first 
10 weeks of °49, of slightly better 
than 25° in domestic film rentals 
as compared with the same period 
last year. 


While the two other sources of 
the firms’ income—theatre receipts 
and foreign rentals—don’t measure 
up to the pace of the upswing in 
domestic sales, prexy Spyros Skou- 
ras and other top execs are doing 
no weeping. Boxoffice grosses of 
the company’s vast National The- 
atres chain are equal to last year, 





OWORGEMENT 
cOFEDS UP DRIVE 


The cards are stacked for the 
| outbreak of an intense sales strug- 
|gle among major companies as a 
direct aftermath of the now fading 





anti-trust litigation. The big dis-| 


tribs are lining up their sales 
forces for a strong drive on exhib 
accounts and choice playing time. 


At the same time, the battle looks | 


to be hotter because both Colum- 
bia and Universal plan a real bid 
to push abreast the Big Five. 
Theatre divorcement, certain for 
Paramount and RKO and a possi- 
bility for the other integrated com- 
| panies, is having a double-barrelled 
|impact on distribution. Sighting 
ithe days when the theatre wing 
can no longer be counted for bal- 


|last, both Par and RKO are now | 
| priming for a sharp boost in their | 
Indicating the | 
| stress on sales in the eyes of Para- | 


| distrib _ profits. 
mount toppers, Barney Balaban, 
company prez, has been sitting in 
on a series of sales meets at the 
homeoffice. For the first time, 
Par’s chief has been taking an ac- 
| tive part in mapping the picture- 
| by-picture strategy of future sales 
campaigns. 

Distrib toppers believe that di- 
vorcement is going to scramble the 
|theatre market in an_ unprece- 
ented fashion. The thousand or 
so Paramount partner theatres, for 


instance, will be loosened imme- | 


diately following approval of the 
{consent decree in April. From 
; then on, there will be a rush to cop 
choice playing time heretofore re- 
served for Par. 
Upped Releases 

Pressure for theatre dates is ex- 
pected to rise sharply because of 
the boost in the number of releases 


ling to sign exhibs for the abund- 
ance of product. 


current year. 

Indicating the direction of the 
wind are the elaborate releasing 
| plans of Columbia, which hereto- 
|fore confined itself to five-to-six 
(Continued on page 18) 


SUPREME CT. ASKED 
TO HEAR MOMAND PLEA 


Washington, March 22. 

| The Supreme Court was asked 
‘last week to hear an appeal from 
_the Ist Circuit Court’s decision in 
‘the suit of the Momand Theatres 
|of Oklahoma against the majors. 
| A. B. Momand called on the High 
| Court to reverse a verdict which 
| blocked him from money damages 
in a treble damage anti-trust suit 
'against Universal Exchanges, MGM 


+ 
| 











|graph, RKO Distributing Corp., 
| United Artists and Columbia. 





_. DISTRIBS SET FOR SALES BATTLE 


Lichtman Spearheads 20th-Fox Move 
~ To Get More Out of Its Film Rentals 


| + 
| v 


Lichtman’s Pact 


Al Lichtman disclosed Mon- 
day (21) that the contract un- 
der which he joined 20th-Fox 
March 1 is for five years, but 
calls for his active services 
Only during the first year. He 
is bound for the following 
four years to function only as 
a consultant unless -he and 
20th agree that he’ll continue 
active, he said. 

New v.p. stated that he may 
want to retire “or do some- 
thing else” at the end of the 





Twentieth-Fox, in a revolution- 
|ary tactic aimed at increasing its 
| film rentals, named a three-man 
‘committee of homeoffice sales 
execs this week to scrutinize and 
approve or reject all exhibition 
contracts sold in the field. .This 
is part of an all-out effort, spear- 
headed by Al Lichtman, to obtain 
'for the producing company what 
20th execs feel should be a more 
equitable share of the boxoffice 
dollar. 

Lichtman joined the company 
March 1 after 14 years at Metro. 
His election to vice-president was 
announced by prexy Spyros 





which most companies are now sig- | 
nalling. With more pix to peddle, | 
sales execs expect harder scramb- | 


The brunt of | 


these drives is likely to reach a} 
fever pitch by the end of the| 


Distyibuling Corp., 20th-Fox, Vita- | 


nvestigation resulted from the time with James Mason as her roped 


" owner, has filed for mayor here 
Peck still owes with elections slated for April 5. 


| charter. 


but profits are up. The improved! The case has been under way | 
net results from economies in OP- | since 1937, and the statute of limi-_ 
“ts te Ee meld. enies are up ‘tations has snarjed several phases 


* ; of 
about 5% over the initial 10 weeks | Momand won a $287,161 verdict 


(Continued on page 22) from a trial jury. However, the 
trial judge ordered a verdict for 
the defendants, and subsequently 


MASON WIT H GARBO iz -_— of appeals affirmed this 
IN GEORGE SAND BlOG "= 


Hollywood, March 22. | . 
Greta Garbo is coming back, bogart Borrows 








year. Possibility is seen that 
he’ll go into theatre operation. 
He admitted that he had been 
in negotiation some months 
ago for the Schoenstadt circuit 
of 17 houses in Chicago. 








RKO Pushes Drive 


- On Stockholders 
For Decree Okay 


RKO intensified its drive this 
week to win the necessary proxies 
| from stockholders for an approval 
|of its consent decree in the anti- 
| trust suit and resultant’ plan of re- 
| organization. With less than one 
| week to go, company has yet to 
obtain the requisite two-thirds ap- 
proval in the form of signed prox- 
ies. However, RKO officials are 
| still confident that the necessary 
proxies will be received before 
the annual stockholders’ meeting, 
Monday (28), in Wilmington, Del. 


form of a follow-up letter by Ned 
|E. Depinet, RKO prez, was sent 
out yesterday (Tues.). In making 
|his pitch for approval, Depinet de- 
|clared: “The action to be taken at 
ithe meeting involves your inter- 
ests, and it may be that you have 
merely averlooked forwarding the 
authority to record your vote.” 


Start of letter reads: “As I have 


ers, the consent decree with the 
Government wil! become of no ef- 
fect unless the proposed plan of 


our stockholders on or _ before 
March 30, 1949. The corporation 
has not yet received proxies rep- 
resenting the vote required for 
adoption of the plan at the special 
meeting of stockholders to be held 
March 28, 1949. 


“Since we have not yet received 
your proxy, and it is so important 





plan, I am taking the liberty of 
|sending you herewith another 
| Proxy and return envelope.” 
Company is counting consider- 
ably on proxies from investment 


brokers, bulk of which have yet to) 


be turned in. 





BY JUDGE'S ILLNESS 


Philadelphia, March 22. 
Trial of William Goldman’s 
$8,400,000 anti-trust suit against 
some 10 major film companies, 





after numerous false starts, this| Reagan for Indie 


opponent. They will co-star in a) Hollywood, March 22. 
film based on the career of novel- | Santana Productions, Humphrey 
ist George at. co-produced by Bogart’s indie, has borrowed Ron- 
Picture W + Eugene ald Reagan from Warner Bros. for 
doce a ae be Garbo's first | the male lead crue Berbera 
Fenke. | ; : Hale in “You Made Me Love You, 
— job — a when she slated for late April start. Miss. 
played “Two-Faced Woman” to bia is under contract to Colum-| 


Metro. bia. which will release the film. 
Henry Levin will direct, with) 
| Bogart and Robert Lord produc- | 
| ing. 

Bogart’s next starrer for San- 
tana will be “In a Lonely Place,’ 
‘a yarn about “oe a 

i . s i he fall. Edmun or 
Electee will be the first fullterm | gg ey to Geb eewtitg on| 
| the script. j 





Texas Exhib Eyes Mayoralty 


Grand Prairie, Texas, March 22. 
A. M. Morgan, local theatre- 


originally calendared in federal 


court here for an airing next Mon- | 
‘day (28), has been postponed to. 


May 9. Illness of Federal Judge 


William Patrick is understood to | 
have been the principal factor in | 
the moveback. The jurist has pre- | 


sided over much of the case’s 
earlier proceedings. 


Goldman’s action is based upon 
the alleged failure of the majors 
and numerous other defendants to 
supply his Erlanger theatre with 


'adequate product. Pressing a simi- 
‘lar suit to cover the period from 


1940 to 1942, the circuit operator 
has already won an award of $375,- 
000 in damages. Current litigation 
embraces the four-year stretch 
from 1942. 


‘that you vote on the proposed | 


Appeal to stockholders in the | 


Skouras Monday (21). He will 
spend the first year of his associa- 
tion with 20th surveying the com- 
pany’s distribution setup, he dis- 
closed. To this end he started out 
Monday with Andy Smith, v.p. in 
charge of distribution, on a two- 
month tour of the company’s ex- 
changes. 

A major aim of the trip will be 
to 0.0. 20th’s executive personnel 
in’ the field—division managers, 
district managers, branch man- 
agers and assistant branch man- 
agers. Skouras reportedly feels 
that in light of current conditions 
in the industry it is necessary to 
get top coin on every pic and that 
the only way to do it is to have 
the best possible manpower in 
every situation. 

The three-man committee which 
will gander contracts at the home- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Schine Details 
Get Going-Over 


Washington, March 22. 

Details are being worked out 
on paper for Schine consent decree 
with one important point already 
settled between Justice Depart- 
ment officials and counsel for the 
country’s biggest indie theatre 
chain. 

DJ and Schine reps have agreed 





'on which theatres Schine must 


divest himself of but no agreement 
has been reached on the trade 


| practices against whi i 
heretofore advised the stockhold- p gainst which there will 


e an injunction. There is no in- 
dication of when a final decision 


will be made on this phase. 


reorganization shalt be adopted by 


} 








The decree must be presented to 
the trial court*in Buffalo for ap- 
proval as soon as it is ready. It is 
understood that the settlement in- 
cludes some divestiture in or@er 
to open up what have heretofore 
been closed Schine towns. Big nut 
to crack in this case was which 
houses Schine had to relinquish. 
It is also possible that there may 
be some breakup of the chain into 
several separate regional units, 
such as was done in the case of 

(Continued on page 20) 


METRO WALKS OUT ON 
HIGH ‘STREETCAR’ FARE 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Metro decided to walk when the 
motorman and conductor demand- 
ed approximately $1,000,000 for a 
cinema ride on “A Streetcar Named 
Desire.” Tennessee Williams is 
the motorman and Irene Selznick 
the conductor. Exact figures are 
not available, but it is understood 
their demands for a down payment 
and a percentage would set the stu- 
dio back more than a million. 

In addition, the terms include 
the right to hold back the release 
of the picture while the play is 
still running. Williams owns 60% 
of the property and Mrs. Selznick 
the other 40%. 


Schary’s P.A. Huddle 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Dore Schary called a special con- 
ference of Metro’s publicity de- 
partment to set up merchandising 
plans for forthcoming $4,000,000 
“Battleground.” 
Schary indicated such get-to- 
gethers would become a regular 








,part of the production routine. 
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80 Savage Minutes Ripped 
From A Man’s Battered Body and a 
Woman’s Tortured Soul — Unmasking 
With Thrill, Shock, Amazement The 

_ Kind of People In The Crooked 
Fight Racket — Raw Realism, 
Served Straight! 


Starring 


ROBERT RYAN 
AUDREY TOTTER 


For every scar 
on his face, she 
wore two on. 

her heart! 





<< 
For $30 — smashed 
in the ring, hunted 

in the alley! oe 


with 
fe] GEORGE TOBIAS « ALAN BAXTER » WALLACE FORD 


j 


Produced by RICHARD GOLDSTONE © Directed by ROBERT WISE 
Screen Play by ART COHN . 


1 BROADWAY WORLD PREMIERE | 
* CRITERION THEATRE MARCH 29! —— 
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Adventure in Baltimore 


Hollywood, March 22. 

RKO release of Richard H. Berger pro- 
duction. Stars Robert Young, Shirley 
Temple, John Agar; features 
Sharpe, Josephine Hutchinson, Charles 
Kemper, Johnny Sands, John Miljan, 
Norma Varden. Directed by Richard Wal- 
lace. Screenplay, Lionel Houser; original 
story, Lesser Samuels, Christopher Isher- 
wood; camera, Robert de Grasse; music, 
Frederick Hollander; editor, Robert 
Swink. Tradeshown March 21, 49. Run- 
ning time, 89 MINS. : 
Dr. Sheldon Robert Young 


Dinah Sheldon.......... Shirley Temple 
. )  - “a ance John Agar 
Mr. Fietcher.......---- Albert Sharpe 
Mrs. Sheldon....... Josephine Hutchinson 
Mr. Steuben...........-- Charles Kemper 


Johnny Sands 


er 


Albert | 


‘give an added lustre of realism as 


John Miljan | 


oy, ey Mieeta.. 02.00. Norma Varden | 


rnice Eckert..........: Carol Brannan 
Pera Beehouse.......-- ..Charles Smith 
Mrs. Eckert Josephine Whittell 
Sis Sheldon..........:;: Patti Brady 
Mark Sheldon......... Gregory Marshall 


Sally Wilson 


ee ee eee nee 





“Adventure in Baltimore” is a 
leisurely, gentle comedy drama 
that’s not likely to kick its heels 
high, boxofficewise. It has ingra- 
tiating moments and a warmth and 
charm that will appeal most to the 
family trade, but isn’t geared for 
ticket-sale excitement. Returns will 
be best outside cosmopolitan sit- 
uations. 

It is the story of a Protestant 
minister’s family, living in Balti- 
more in 1905. Interest is centered 


Patsy Creighton | 


on Shirley Temple as the daugh- | 
ter who yearns for emancipation | 


and displays the typical mental 
growing pains that beset most teen- 
agers. It doesn’t lend itself to a 
fast tempo, and Richard Wallace’s 
direction gaits it to the horse-and- 
huggy era in which it is laid. That 
leisureliness and the 89 minutes 
running time are offset somewhat 
by a growing interest and the 
sparking given by topnotch per- 
formances. 

Robert Young shows off his com- 
etence in the minister role. The 
ionel Houser script makes the 
character a human being, 
Young plays it that way with a 
ood understanding of both the 


and | gested by 


severely in an alley that he’s} 
‘through as a fighter. 

But the story itself is not the peg 
that integrates “Set-Up” into a bit- 
‘ing, pictorial analysis of pugilism; 
the film’s values primarily lie in its 
unmerciless character studies. Un- 
der Robert Wise’s skillful direc- 
tion, coupled with the fine camera-| 
work of Milton Krasner, the as- 
sorted ringside audience “types” 





a background to Ryan’s four- 
rounder. Dressingroom hangers- | 
on rubdown boys and other pugs. 
on the bill also come in for scal- | 
pel-like scrutiny. 

As based upon the poem by Jo- | 
seph Moncure March and screen- | 
played by Art Cohn, the picture) 
merely focuses cinematic attention | 
on a single incident in Ryan’s| 
career. Consequently some film-| 
goers may find the final fadeout, | 
where both the veteran fighter and 
his wife (Audrey Totter) philosoph- 
ically view the future following the 
alley attack, as too abrupt and 
dramatic. 

Performances of the entire cast | 
merit mention, with Ryan carrying 
off top honors in a moving por-| 
trayal. Miss Totter is equally ef-| 
fective as the sympathetic wife | 
who realizes her aging husband | 
must quit the ring before he’s | 
punched into a physical piece of | 
flotsam. George Tobias registers as | 
Ryan’s cringing, crooked manager, 
Alan Baxter is believable as the 
gambler who paid to have the fight 
thrown, while Ford stands out as 
a laconic rubber. Gilb. 


Tulsa 
(COLOR-SONG) 
Hollywood, March 12. 


Eagle Lion release of Walter Wanger- | 
Edward Lasker production. Stars Susan | 
Hayward, Robert Preston, Pedro Armen- 
dariz; features Lloyd Gough, Chill Wills, 
Edward Begley, Jimmy onlin, Roland 
| Jack. Directed by Stuart Heisler. Screen- 
play, Frank Nugent, Curtis Kenyon; sug- 
story by Richard Wormser; | 
| camera (Technicolor). Winton Hoch; edi- 
| tor, Terrell Morse; music, Frank Skinner; | 
| song, Allie Wrubel and Mort Greene. Pre- 





ather and minister facets of the} viewed March 11, ’49. Running time, 88 


role. Miss Temple is delightful as | 
the daughter whose growing pains | Braq Brady 
and | Redbird 


continually involve family 
friends in hot water. John Agar 
— the serious young man who 
nally succumbs to fate and Miss 
Temple’s romantic pursuit. 

Events in the Houser script, 
taken from an original by Lesser 
Samuels and Christopher Isher- 
wood, are backed with excellent 
dialog. Scene of father and daugh- 
ter winning a waltz contest; the 
minister’s way of emphasizing the 
evil of spreading false gossip, and 
Agar’s horror at finding that a lec- 


ture prepared for him by Miss! general 


Temple deals with emancipation 
are among the well-written se- 
quences that Wallace’s direction 
points up. 

Josephine Hutchinson does 
splendidly as the mother. Albert 
Sharpe, church vestryman; Bernice 


Eckert, romantic rival to Miss 
Temple; Charles Smith, Charles 
Kemper, Johnny Sands, Patti 


Brady and Gregory Marshall are 
among others who help to keep the 
interest eg 

Richard H: Berger’s production 


has supplied good 1905 flavor to the | 


film, although Baltimore locale is 
only incidental. 


firstclass lensing job. 


The Set-Up 

RKO release of Richard Goldstone pro- 
duction. Stars Robert Ryan, Audrey Tot- 
ter; features George Tobias, Alan Baxter, 

allace Ford. Directed by Robert Wise. 
Screenplay, Art Cohn, based upon the 
| er by Joseph Moncure March: camera, 

ilton Krasner; editor, Roland Gross; 
musica] director, C. Bakaleinikoff. Trade- 
shown N. Y., March 18, ’49. Running time, 
72 MINS, 


Brog. 


TG bbe i'6:b4:64000.8-%:0- Robert Ryan 
A ere Audrey Totter 
Tiny a ee eee George ‘Tobias 
 iitgs Gs be. aedé en Alan Baxter 
SRR Wallace Ford 
Red.. Pilckebsdeessos i a —aee 
Tiger Nelson.......... Hal Fieberling 
Shanley . seswe Darryl Hickman 
Re eee Kenny O’Morrison 


Luther Hawkins ........ James Edwards 
Gunboat Johnson.......... 





o, eee Phillip Pine 
Sr ee eee ee Edwin Max 
Compact and_ suspenseful is 


RKO’s “The Set-Up.” a boxing film 
which ‘shows the seamier side of 
the fight racket. All the sordid 


qualities of smalltown fistie arenas, | 


the varied traits of the contestants, 
and the sadistically inclined spec- 
tators have been wrapped up in a 
taut, 72-minute melodrama. While 


obviously made on a programmer. 
budget, the picture rates classifica- | 
tion in a higher bracket, for it’s | 
certain to please in the twin-bill | 
situations and may even be strong | 


enough to solo in some spots. 


Eschewing the glamour gals and | 


the hoopla atmosphere which gen- 


erally surround the top-contender | 
pugs, “Set-Up” throws the spot-. 
i 


ght on 35-year-old “washed-up” 
heavyweight (Robert Ryan). 


kayo his opponent and spoil a 
match that had been fixed. In re- 
taliation for his failure to toss the 
bout, he’s later roughed over so 


} Music by Fred-. 
erick Hollander adds to the period | 
effect, and Robert de Grasse did a. 


David Clarke | 


Feel- | 
ing that it’s his lucky night, he} 
wades through a four-rounder to, 


| MINS. 
rer rere ry Susan Hayward | 
.. Robert Preston 
Pedro Armendariz 
Lloyd Gough 


| Bruce Tanner 


| Pinky Jimpeom...........0-.-- Chill Wills | 
“Crude” Johnny Brady....... Ed Begley | 
Homer Triplette.......... Jimmy Conlin | 
er rire ry Roland Jack | 
| Nelse Lansing cboebnceooscs Harry Shannon | 
| Winters. ...000 cocccccccen: Pierre Watkin | 
i SRS Perr eres Lola Albright | 








Eagle Lion has a strong action- 
/adventure release in “Tulsa.” It is 
'exciting, fast-moving and just the | 
thing to attract ticket buyers who 
go for rough-and-ready melodrama. 
Commercial possibilities in the 
market are very good. 
| There are abundant exploitation 
_angles to attract a fast boxoffice | 
turnover and okay marquee dress- | 
ing in the cast names. 
| The zip and dash of early-day | 
wildcatting in Oklahoma oil fields 
/has been competently captured by | 
|producer Walter Wanger and his | 
|associate, Edward Lasker. The | 
virile qualities of the adventure | 
‘yarn have been brightly displayed | 
‘in color. It isn’t art, just a good, 
commercial action film of the type 
‘liked by the majority of audiences. 

Frank Nugent and Curtis Ken- 
yon have put together a neat script 
that makes a slight pitch for con- 
servation of natural resources. 
Mostly it is concerned with a feud 
between cattle and oil men that 
leads the orphaned daughter of a 
rancher into the more exciting 
competition of drilling for a gush- 
er. The girl has gone into the oil | 
game for revenge, angry over the | 
death of her father and the loss 
of valuable breeding stock. She} 
finds she likes the pulse and drive 
of wildcatting, becomes an ambi- | 
tious oil queen, but finally bows to 
conservation adn love. 

Susan Hayward makes much of 
the ambitious girl and is ‘most 
advantageously photographed — in| 
Technicolor. Robert Preston gets. 
the best from his two-fisted assign- 
ment as an oil engineer who favors | 
conserving Oklahoma’s resources. 
There’s a capable performance by 
Pedro Armendariz in a role that | 
doesn’t mean much to the action. | 
Lloyd Gough is okay as a rival oil | 
operator. Chill Wills puts over 
lighter touches and also makes the. 
title tune by Allie Wrubel and 
Mort Greene mean something. 

Stuart Heisler’s direction is top- 
notch in framing the movement of 

















Rumeurs 
“Rumeurs,” French -made, 
being released in the U. S. by 
Siritzky, opened at the Am- 
bassador theatre, N. Y., Fri- 
day (18). Pic was reviewed 
in Variety from Paris, Jan. 
8, 1947, by Maxi, who thought | 
its chances in the U. S. were 
“mild.” Reviewer also noted 
that film was “poorly directed 
and photographed, with whole 
production being below par.” 
Story concerns a smalltown 
garage owner falsely aecused 
of slaying a prostitute. 


| tures (Samuel Bischoff) production. 


| Emir of 


Miniature Reviews 


“Adventure in Baltimore” 
(RKO). Gentle comedy-drama, 
Pleasant, but unexciting b.o. 
outlook. 

“The Set-Up” (RKO). Well- 
made fight picture; good b.o. 
prospects. 

“Tulsa” (Song) (Color) (EL). 
Exciting feature of Oklahoma 
oil adventuring. Strong for 
the action market. 

“Outpost in Morocco” (UA). 
Formula Foreign Legion yarn 
starring George Raft; mode- 
rate b.o. 

“The Undercover Man” 
(Col). Solid documentary-type 
crime-buster with Glenn Ford; 
good b.o. 

“The Crime Doctor’s Diary” 
(Col). Okay mystery-actioner 
in the “Crime Doctor” series. 

“Ma and Pa Kettle” (U). 
Family trade comedy starring 
Marjorie Main and Percy Kil- 
bride. 

“The Lovable Cheat” (FC). 
Dull Balzac comedy, with slim 
chances in the general market. 

“The Lone Wolf and His 
Lady” (Col). Well-paced pro- 
grammer for supporting book- 
ings. 

“Rustlers” (RKO). Neat ac- 
tion western with Tim Holt. 

“Riders of the Whistling 
Pines” (Col). Mild tune-gal- 
loper from the Gene Autry 
stable. 

“His Young Wife” (Italian). 
Fine comedy for solid art 
house b.o. 

“Outery” (Italian). Lea Pa- 
dovani, Elli Parvo in strong 
Italian war meller, 

“Woman Who Dared” 
(French) (Siritzky). Madeleine 
Renaud, Charles Vanel in 
French meller; mild b.o. 








ent tie 
the story, keeping the pace alive 





|for 88 minutes with no letdown. 


His handling of fist fights, the sus- 
pense of bringing in a well, an oil 


field fire and other action has ex- 


citement that is solid. Winton Hoch 
has given it brilliant lensing, the 


‘editing is tight and the Frank Skin- 


ner score excellent. Brog. 


Outpost in Morocco 


United Artists release of Moroccan Pic- 
Stars 
George Raft; features 
Akim Tamiroff. Directed by Robert Flo- 
rey. Screenplay, Charles Grayson and 
Paul de Sante-Colombe; based on original 
story by Joseph N. Ermolieff; camera, Lu- 
cien Andriot; editor, George Arthur; 
music, Michel Michelet. Tradeshown N. Y., 
March 18, ’49. Running time, 92 MINS. 
Captain Paul Gerard George Raft 
Cara.. 
Lieutenant Glysko 
Colonel Pascal pene 
Bel-Rashad....... 
Bamboule........... 
Caid Osman ee: 
Commandant Fronval.. 


Akim Tamiroff 


Eduard Franz 





“Outpost in Morocco” is routine 
program fare with moderate b.o. 
appeal. Reworking the French Le- 
gion theme, pic has little original- 


ity and less credibility. Hoss opera 
pace, however, will find favor in 
the juve section despite occasional 
time-outs for romantic clinches. 


Pic is chiefly handicapped by 
slipshod screenplay alternating be- 
tween awkward and corny dialog. 
Direction and thesping are cut to 
match along obvious melodramatic 
lines. On credit side, pic contains 
a couple of stirring battle se- 


quences and striking desert back- !umbia’s 


grounds. 

Yarn pits Arab villainy against 
French heroism. Stationed at a 
North African fortress, legionnaire 
officer George Raft is commis- 
sioned to break up a rebellious con- 





The Undereover Man 


Columbia release of Robert Rossen pro- 
duction. Stars Glenn Ford; features Nina 
Foch. Directed by Joseph H. Lewis. 
Screenplay, Sidney Boehm; 
dialog, Malvin Wald; based on article by 
Frank M. J. Wilson and story outline by 
Jack Rubin; camera, Burnett Guffey; edi- 


tor, Al Clark; musical director, M. W. 
Stoloff; score, George Duning. Trade- 
shown N. Y., March 17, °49. Running 
time, 85 MINS, 

Frank WAETOMR...cccccsccccses Glenn Ford 
Judith Warrem...ccccerscsoses Nina F 
George Pappas.......... James Whitmore 
Edward O’Rourke........... Barry Kelley 
Stanley Weinberg........ David Wolfe 
Inspector Herzog........ Frank Tweddell 
Joseph S. Horan....... Howard St. John 
Sergeant Shannon...... John F. Hamilton 
MemmOy GOGO... .ccccccccerces Leo Penn 
See .. Joan Lazer 
Maria Rocco. ....ccocst.. Esther Minciotti 
Theresa Roceod....cccess:: Angela Clarke 
Salvatore Rocco......... Anthony Caruso 


Manny Zanger 
Gladys LaVerne 


Narrated in a_ straightforward, 
hardhitting documentary _ style, 
“The Undercover Man” is good 
crime-busting saga that will rate a 
neat boxoffice payoff in all situa- 
tions. 

Standout features are the pic’s 
sustained pace and its realistic 
quality. Fresh, natural dialog help 
to cover up the formula yarn, 
while topnotch performances down 
the line carry conviction. Robert 
Florey’s direction also mutes the 
melodramatic elements but man- 
ages to keep the tension mounting 
through a series of violent epi- 
sodes. Framed against the loca- 
tion backgrounds of a typical big 
city, pic’s production dress blends 
into the overall persuasiveness. 

Glenn Ford plays a Government 
Treasury agent on the trail of an 
underworld czar who has terrorized 
the local citizens and corrupted the 
city’s cops. Aiming to nail the 


bbaSiaks cael Kay Medford 





jracketeer on a tax-evasion rap, 


| 


| 
| 


| squeal. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| caught in the gang's grip. Ace sup-| to 


} 


Marie Windsor | 


| features Stephen Dunne, 

John Litel | Adele Jergens, 
...... Erno Verebes | 
Crane Whitley | 
Damian O’Flynn | 


Ford attempts to contact some 
stoolpigeons but the syndicate 
knocks them off before they can 
The Government trap is 
finally sprung, however, when the 
child of one of the murdered stools 
delivers up the inside accounting 
books of the gang. 

Ford bolsters his conventional 
part with a sincere, matter-of-fact 
erformance. As his wife whose 
life is threatened, Nina Foch, in a 
brief role, is appealing. Highly ef- 
fective bits are turned in by Joan 


Clarke and Anthony Caruso, as 
members of an Italian family 


port is also contributed by Barry 


Marie Windsor, | Kelley, as the gang’s mouthpiece, 


as Ford’s 
Herm. 


and James Whitmore, 
aide. 


The Crime Doctor's 


Diary 


Columbia release of Rudolph C. 
thow production. Stars Warner Baxter; 
Lois Maxwell, 
Robert Armstrong, Don 
Beddoe, Whit Bissell. Directed by Sey- 
mour Friedman. Screenplay, Edward An- 
halt, from story by David Dressler and 


| Anhalt based on Max Marcin’s radio pro- 


| 
| 
| 


gram, “Crime Doctor’; camera, Vincent 
Farrar; editor, Jerome Thoms; musical 


| director, Mischa Bakaleinikoff. At New 


York theatre, N. Y., week of March 15, 


| 49. Running time, 61 MINS. 


Ce, eee 
vo Serer 
| Inez Gray 


| 


| 


j 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


spiracy among the Arab tribes. | 


Raft’s assignment, however, is com- 
plicated by his romance with the 
daughter of the rebel chieftain. 
But duty rises above all. Raft and 
his water-starved desert battalion 


ts, SUE 8.66 a6 b8-s baa Vives Warner Baxter 
Stephen Dunne 
Lois Maxwell 
Adele Jergens 
Robert Armstrong 
Don Beddoe 


“Goldie” Harrigan.....] 
Philip Bellem 


. mere Whit Bissell | 
Inspector Manning..... Cliff Clark 
ee ere a one . Lois Fields 
BMGOE . . os 0 hice sews doens « George Meeker 
BC. ...... Bo cebeswocecece: Crane Whitley 
REED . 0.60. 08ecceehee sues Claire Carleton 
MN 3 250400060000 0808 Selmer Jackson 
ENS 0600 0S. ceuebeaeeisw3s > Sid Tomack 





“The Crime Doctor’s Diary” is a 


standard mystery-actioner in Co-| 


celluloid series based 
upon the “Crime Doctor” radio 
show. Helped by a fair amount of 
suspense and a plausible story, this 
latest entry will prove adequate 
supporting fare for the duals. 
Framed on an arson charge, 
Stephen Dunne is paroled from a 
longterm prison stretch through in- 
tercession of “Crime Doctor” War- 


/ner Baxter. Later, while attempt- 


| ing to uncover who was responsible | 


wipe out the insurgents to keep the | 


Tricolor flying. In a hokey tragic 
climax, the gal is also killed in the 
melee when she tries to stop her 
father. 


Raft delivers another standard 
performance as a gallant warrior 
and ladies’ man. In the femme 
lead, Marie Windsor registers 
nicely with her exotic looks but is 
given few openings to display any 
dramatic talent. Akim Tamiroff, as 
Raft’s subordinate officer, lends 
his thesping savvy, while Eduard 
Franz, 
smoothly competent. 

Expert camera 


work and a 


pounding musical score contribute | 


to the pic’s assets. Herm. 





PILGRIM’S ‘GUINEA PI@’ 


“The Guinea Pig;”’ a Pilgrim Pic- 
tures-Filippo del Giudice-John 


'Boulting production, will be re- 


leased in the U. S. by Variety Film 
Distributors, Ine, headed by 
Amerigo Benefico. 


Picture is scheduled to make its | 


American bow shortly after Easter 
at the Little Carnegie, N. Y, 


for his jail rap, Dunne becomes 
chief suspect in the murder of 
George Meeker, who has taken 


over his old job with a wired-music 


firm. 

Scripters Edward Anhalt and 
David Dressler deftly distributed 
the motives for the slaying among 
a number of logical contenders. 
However, the finale, where Dunne’s 
girlfriend, Lois Maxwell, turns out 
to be the killer, proves a surprise 


| twist. Film is aided by good per- 


as the native heavy, is 








———————EE a 


Corridor of Mirrors 


“Corridor of Mirrors,” which 
opened at the Symphony thea- 
tre, N. Y., yesterday (22), was 
reviewed in VARIETY from Lon- 
on by Cane, March 17, 1948. 
Pic was tabbed as “disappoint- 
ing,” with “limited audience in 
the U. 8.” 

Story revolves around a 
Bluebeard who falls in love 
with a girl whom he believes 
is the reincarnation of a 400- 
year-old portrait. Film has had 
nine minutes sliced from its 
original running time of 105 
minutes. 





weer er Robert Osterloh | 


Flo- | 


'formances, crisp direction ‘and Cae 
|pable photography. 

Baxter is his usual suave, seif. 
assured self portraying the 
“Crime Doctor.” Dunne scores 
too, while Robert Armstrong, Don 
Beddoe, Whit Bissell and Meeker 
are all competent in lesser roles, 
Miss Maxwell is okay as the heavy 
while Adele Jergens sparkles ag 


h/| the former’s rival for Dunne’s af. 


fections. Rudolph C. Flothow en. 
dowed the pic with smart produc. 
tion values in keeping with the low 
budget. Gilb. 


Ma and Pa Kettle 


Universal-International release of Leon. 
ard Goldstein production. Stars Marjorie 
Main, Percy Kilbride; features Richard 
| Long, Meg Randall. Directed by Charles 
Lamont. eae ig Herbert Margolis, 
Louis Morheim, Al Lewis, based on char. 
acters from “The Egg and I,” by Betty 
MacDonald; camera, Maury Gertsman; 
| editor, Russell Schoengarth; music, Milton 
| Schwarzwald. Tradeshown N. Y., March 
| 18, *49. Running time, 76 MINS. 

+ 2 Seay epee 
| Pa Kettle 





Marjorie Main 


pb edees Obeceeben Percy Kilbride 
i Pn, 6 nas-0 400400068 Richard Lon 
|Kim Parker.............. Meg Randal 
Secretary - Patricia Alphin 


Esther Dale 
Barry Kelley 
Harry Antrim 


Mrs. Birdie IE catalan 
|Mr. Tomkins ...... 
| Mayor Swiggins 


Mrs. Hicks’ Mother...... Isabel O’Madigan 
Emily... ee eer ee Ida Moor 
PRED MOOG... socccccccoes Emory Parnel 
Mr. Simpson....ccccec:: Boyd Davig 
Bt. BOGS. cocccccccsce 0. Z. Whitehead 
BE DERI. ¢ ccctvecescec Ray Bennett 
PE re Alvin Hammer 
0 SS ee Lester Allen 
re Chief Yowlachie 
PEs nsdevese peeeeerecerens Rex Lease 





Antics of Marjorie Main and 
Percy Kilbride, as parents of a 
poverty-stricken family of 15 kids, 
add up to an earthy humor that 
will satisfy family-trade audiences 
in the subsequent-run situations, 
However, the slapstick comedy 
contained in “Ma and Pa Kettle” 
is hardly calculated_to wring laughs 
from sophisticated filmgoers. 

On the verge of being evicted 
from their dilapidated abode, the 
king-sized brood is saved by Kil- 
bride, whose slogan in a tobacco 
jcontest wins them all a_ super- 
'duper, pushbutton, _ electronic 
|house. Town busybody (Esther 
| Dale) is jealous of the family’s good 
|fortune and charges the winner's 
slogan wasn’t an original creation. 
|This assertion is successfully dis- 
| proved by a mag writer (Meg Ran- 





|Lazer, Esther Minciotti, Angela | qj), who later weds the Kettles’ 


eldest son (Richard Long). 
Story is a convenient framework ° 
hang a flock of amusing inci- 
| dents involving the _ shiftless, 
‘though well-meaning Kilbride and 
| his hard-working, crusty helpmate, 
Miss Main. Both play their parts 
broadly for maximum effect. Long 
'is fair as the college-grad son, 
| while Miss Randall is adequate as 
the scribe who's assigned to do a 
piece on the family’s rise to epu- 
| lence. Supporting players are com- 
| petent. 
| Charles Lamont’s brisk direction 
placed hefty emphasis on the comic 
| sequences. Three-man_ writing 
|team of Herbert Margolis, Louis 
Morheim and AI Lewis collabbed to 
| make a good try at levity in whip- 
| ping up the yarn based upon char- 
/acters out of Betty MacDonald's 
“Egg and I.” Leonard Goldstein’s 
production accoutrements and 
|Maury Gertsman’s lensing § are 
above average, while other tech- 
nical credits are standard. Gilb. 


The Lovable Cheat 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Film Classic release of Richard Oswald- 
Edward Lewis (Skyline Pictures) produc- 
tion. Stars Charlie Ruggles, Peggy Ann 
Garner, Richard “ay features Alan Mow- 
bray, Iris Adrian, Ludwig Donath, Fritz 
Feld, John Wengraf. Directed by Rich- 
ard Oswald. Screenplay, Edward Lewis; 
from a play by Honore De Balzac; adapta- 
tion, Oswald and Lewis; camera, Paul 
Ivano; musical score, Karl Hajos; editor, 
Douglas Bagier. Previewed March 18, ‘49. 
Running time, 76 MINS. 

Claude Mercadet...... 
Julie Mercadet 


Charlie Ruggles 
Peggy Ann Garner 


Jacques Minard.......... Richard Ney 
Justin ik «  unbbad Oey Alan Mowbray 
Mme. Mercadet.........- iris Adrian 
| VENOOR. . nies pbecene ens Ludwig Donath 
ogy ee eee ee Fritz Feld 
Plerquin.......sccocee . John Wengraf 
Bailiff Litre keeeaees e665 Otto Waldis 
| Mme. Pierquin.......... Edna Holland 
RS ., ai 60009 ¥e Minerva Urecal 
Mme. Goulard............-: Helen Servis 
Mme. Violette.........-- Jody Gilbert 
C ..., ere Judith Trafford 
| Goulard pa ida, tinceweawene Buster Keaton 
Count de la Brive....... Curt Bois 
ET 5, 40s 54.40 e 50% Albin Roebeling 
i es te Fred Fox 
L. 2 ere Jack Del Rio 
Se ree ee ree Jerry Austin 
PD. ; ..>s 25 sees dk asieds< Andre Pola 


| Tailor’s Assistant.......... 


| Pailor’s Assistant........ Gerry Ganzer 


PETS, ..., sadviaek ss George Ramsey 
EE cis .6 5 spay wawee 5.0 Charles Vincent 
bE ic 0&0 0904 0s 8% 0.0% Bud Hooker 





“The Lovable Cheat” is a bor- 
| ing, old-fashioned play, loaded with 
talk and little entertainment. Sev- 
eral familiar cast names will help 
some but its general chances are 
slight. Film is first for new produc- 
| tion firm of Skyline Pictures. head- 
‘ed by Richard Oswald, former 
/German producer-director.  Bal- 
_zac’s play, “Mercadet Le Faiseur 
‘(formerly “Le Faiseur”) creaks 
| with age and dull talk in depicting 
a supposedly rich Parisian who 
filmflams friends for money to keeP 
up a front while trying to marry 
off his daughter. th 
| Charlie Ruggles tries hard wit 
the. title role but can’t make 





(Continued on page 20) 
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Exhibs Hitting Winning Stride 


In Battles vs. 


After taking it on the chin from 
state legislatures and municipal 
poards for years, exhibs are now 
hitting into a winning stride . in 
the perennial battles against the- 
atre tax forays, censorship laws 
and other strictures aimed at the 
film biz. String of victories length- 
ened last week when Oklahoma ex- 
hibs halted an attempt to slap ad- 
ditional taxes on theatres and New 
Jersey theatre ops downed a new 
censorship law, first ever proposed 
for the state. 

In both the Jersey and Okla- 
homa cases, all-out front by exhibs 
killed the proposed bills while still 
in the committee stage. Theatre 
groups hailed both wins as demon- 
strating united action by exhibs, 
a development heretofore lacking 

Oklahoma bill was stopped at a 
public hearing before the Revenue 
and Taxation committee. Exhibs 
from all over the state aired their 
opposition before the solons. Real 
blow against the bill was staged 
before the hearing itself when ex- 
hibs contacted their own represen- 
tatives and talked the bill out of 
existence. : 

Indicating that the technique is 
spreading is the fact that Jersey 
action was closely parallel. Fed- 
eration of New Jersey Theatres, 
organization headed by George 
Gold which includes Jersey Allied, 
Theatre Owners of New Jersey and 
the Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn., led the battle which forced 
a shelving of the proposed law. 

In this instance, legislative steer- 
ing committee of five members was 
deluged with hundreds of letters 
and telegrams from Jersey exhibs 
bitterly attacking the measure. As 
a result, the bill, which would have 
created a censorship board with 
sweeping powers, was referred to 
the miscellaneous committee. Ac- 
tion was tantamount to tabling the 
proposed law indefinitely. 

Two-fold victory follows closely 
a similar one gained in New York 
when tax proposals were beaten in 
Albany. Exhib united front, which 
even crosses Allied-Theatre Own- 
ers of America lines, has also been 
knocking down proposals among 
various municipal boards. 





Cal. Film Tax Bills 
Sacramento, March 22. 

Two film tax bills have come up 
again in the California Legislature, 
fathered by two members of the 
Assembly from the Los Angeles 
area. 

Everett G. Burkhalter (D.-North 
Hollywood) is author of a two-ply 
bill, one phase of which calls for 
a state tax of 1 cent on every foot 
of film produced in California. The 
other half of his bill demands that 
the Legislature urge Congress to 
levy a tax on every foot of film 
made in foreign countries, ‘““wheth- 
—— by American firms or 
not.” 

Taxation of films made abroad, 
Burkhalter explained, would dis- 
courage the overseas ventures of 
Hollywood studios in their efforts 


to liquidate their frost-bitten coin | 


over there. The increase of alien 
production, he 
thrown thousands of California 
Studio employees out of work. 

G. Delbert Morris (R.-Los An- 
Seles) is the author of a measure 
demanding a 5-cent bite on all the- 


_ atre tickets to fatten California’s 


general fund. 


20th Decides to Grow 
‘Rose’ in Morocco 


At $3,000,000 Cost 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Huddles at 20th-Fox resulted in 
a decision to go through with the 
Production of “The Black Rose,” 
with a budget of $3,000,000, star- 
ring Tyrone Power. For a time the 
Studio hesitated to spend that much 
Coin on one picture in these par- 
lous times, but the final verdict 
called for a start on location in 
Morocco April 18. 
i Power is currently honeymoon- 
ng in Europe. Louis Lighton will 
zenues and Henry Hathaway will 
et. Picture will be bankrolied 
rd frozen coin, with an American 
fmme lead and several Hollywood 
the In featured roles. Bulk of 
En, Cast will be rounded up in 
ngland. Lighton is currently in 
age revising the script. 
nN was originally budgeted at 

$2.500.000, but conditions in Eu- 
Ope and Africa caused a boost. 





declared, has! 


Local Restrictions 


Proser Preps ‘Varga Girl’ 


~~ M « N Md 

Despite Law Suit Threats 

Hollywood, March 22. 
Regardless of a threatened law- 
suit, Monte Proser is going ahead 
with plans to film “The Varga 
Girl.” Threat comes from David 
Smart, publisher of Esquire mag., 

who declares he owns the title. 
Part of the picture, based on 
the life of Alberto Vargas, artist, 
will be shot in Mexico. It will be 

made for United Artists release. 





Public Pressure 
~ byed by SPG In 
Homeoffice Snag 


Resumption of a public campaign 
against the major film companies 
by the Screen Publicists Guild is 
looming as a result of a three- 
month deadlock in current negotia- 
tions for a pact to cover about 250 
homeoffice flacks. Following fail- 
ure to crack the impasse at bar- 
gaining sessions last week, the SPG 
membership met last night (Tues.) 


to discuss new strategy proposed | 


by the Guild’s exec committee. 

Basic demands of the SPG, in- 
volving a 25% wage hike and 
tightened security and_ seniority 
provisions, have met with a flat nix 
by a joint industry committee of 
reps from Metro, 20th-Fox, RKO, 
Paramount and Universal. Com- 
panies contend that present box- 
office conditions rule out any addi- 
tions to their payloads. According 
to SPG execs, the five majors have 
refused to make any “satisfactory 
counter-offers” as a basis for a 
union contract. 

Collapse of the Guild-company 
| talks, which is threatening unless 
an early settlement is reached, will 
once again lead SPG into circulat- 
ing hand bills and_ organizing 
demonstrations before Broadway 
showcases as pressure against the 
majors. SPG utilized this tactic 
last fall when the companies re- 
fused to do business with the Guild 
in a dispute stemming from the 
Taft-Hartley law. 


Meantime, new negotiations in- 
volving 2.500 white-collarites in the 
Screen Office & Professional Em- 
| ployees Guild opened this week. 
With SOPEG making demands 
similar to SPG’s, there’s a strong 
likelihood that another deadlock 
will result in this quarter. 


Exhib TV Confab 


Continued from page 3 























ities of forming the exhib video 
outfit. Trio, individually, have 
checked on the technical, legal and 
financial posers presented by the 


operative syndicate. With most of 
the answers now ready for presen- 
tation to exhibs, 
'are anxious to know whether cir- 
‘cuit operators originally behind the 
course of action are set to organize 
immediately or want to hold back. 

The plan, originally formulated 
and still being considered, is a 
company formed by exhibs which 
would seek exclusive channels for 
large-screen television. Proposed 
outfit, financed by subscription 
from exhibs, would book events 
and sell them to theatres, with its 
charter members as assured cus- 
tomers. 

One of the facets of the idea 
which would also be under consid- 
eration is whether the unit, if 
formed, would bid for television 
station licenses from thg Federal 
Communications Commission. Sub- 
ject has been broached to the FCC 
and that board has promised to 
study the question. Wayne Coy, 
FCC chairman, this week advised 
Sullivan that no “stigma” would 


attach to exhibs as such when seek- 
jing a video station license. 


all been active in probing possibil- 


creation of an unprecedented co-; 


the threesome | 


Holden on ‘Boulevard’ 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Male lead in Paramount’s “Sun- 
set Boulevard” 
Holden, after two false starts. 
Montgomery Clift was the first 
thesp mentioned for the role, and 
Gregory Peck the second. 

Picture will be produced by 
Charles Brackett and directed by 
Billy Wilder. It marks the return 
of Gloria Swanson to the screen 
in a yarn dealing with the early 
days of Hollywood. 


Hefty Prod. Sked 


For Warners 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Warners is expected to announce 
a heavy production schedule this 
week, probably between 25-50 pix, 
following a top brass meeting here. 
Agenda, in which -outside players 
recently inked and_ still being 
signed will figure importantly, will 
run into next year. 





Stars to be used include John 
Wayne, Randolph Scott, James 
Cagney, John Garfield, James 
Stewart, Burt Lancaster, Ginger 


Rogers, Gregory Peck, Louis Jour- 
dan, Shirley Temple, Betsy Drake, 
Jennifer Jones, Kirk Douglas, Gary 
Cooper, Kaye Flynn, Humphrey 
Bogart, Lauren Bacall, Joan Craw- 
ford, Bette Davis, Jane Wyman, 
Ronald Reagan, Jack Carson, Den- 
nis Morgan. 





Palace Theatre Preem 
Nets Over $10,000 
For N.Y. Variety Club 


Initial turnuut of the newly 
formed Variety Club of New York 
at the Palace theatre preem of the 
International Variety’s production, 
“Bad Boy,” last nig:t (Tues.) netted 
the metropolitan tent over $10,000. 
Coin will be used to set up club- 
room headquarters at the Astor 
hotel. 

Showing of the film was pre- 
ceded by a long stage show 
harking back to the Palace’s hey- 
day as a vaude mecca, with per- 
|formers of the old two-a-day in 
appearance, including Lloyd Nolan, 
Jane Wyatt and Audie Murphy, 
stars of “Bad Boy.” 





Variety’s Frisco Convention 
San Francisco, March 22. 
More than 1,000 delegates are 
expected at Variety Clubs Interna- 


tional Convention, here. May 2-7, | 


according to Jimmy O’Neal, chief 
barker of Frisco’s Tent 32. Enter- 


tainment program, which will in- | 


clude a “Variety Round-Up,” will 
feature a three-hour rodeo to be 


held at the Rowell Ranch near | 


| here. ; 
Western decor will dominate all 

shows with wild game among the 

culinary attractions. Western garb 


events scheduled will be a Fash- 
ion Show Aquacade at Hotel Fair- 
mont Tonga Room and a Chinese 
‘night in Frisco’s Chinatown. 





London Tent Being Formed 
London, March 22. 
A London Variety Club is being 
formed here. Initial meeting was 
attended by Sam Eckman, Metro; 
S. J. Latta, Associated British; 
Bob Wolff, RKO; William Kopper, 
20th: Joe Friedman, Col; Arthur 
Abeles, WB; Joe Wilson, ex-Wil- 
‘liam Morris agency, now with 
Emite Littler; Charles Tucker, tal- 
ent agency head, and Ben Goetz, 
Metro. Another luncheon is slated 
for March 29. ; 
The British Variety club will in- 
clude both English and U. S. show- 
men. 





M’w’kee Tent Reorg 
Milwaukee, March 22. 

Milwaukee Tent No. 8, inactive 
for the past couple of years, has 
been reorganized and has _peti- 
tioned Variety International for 
restoration of its charter. 

Officers elected at a general 
meeting this month are Chief 
Barker Lou Elman, RKO; first as- 
sistant Casper Chouinard, United 
Artists; second assistant Harry 
Melchor, Eskin circuit, and prop- 
erty master Ed Johnson, Roosevelt 
theatre. 


Toronto Tent Raises $14,000 
Toronto, March ae. 
Annual benefit for crippled 
children, Variety Tent here netted 
$14,000, via Odeon theatre show. 
Jack Arthur of Famous Players 
| produced show. 


goes to William | 


| while 


will feature the meeting. Other | 


| $162,000,000 for the year. 
| tieth’s grosses compared with $174.,- 
| 375,240 amassed in °47. 


‘Recognized Producers Can Still 





Sothern Stars in RKO’s 
‘Love,’ Metro’s ‘Death’ 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Ann Sothern is signed for two 
starring roles, one at Metro and 
one at RKO. 
First is “Death in the Doll’s 
| House,” based on a Satevepost se- 
rial, with Fobert Sisk producing 
on the Culver City lot. Second is 
“Come Share My Love,” which 
Harriet Parsons will produce at 
RKO, starting in June. “Love” is 


based on the Kay Swift novel, 
“Who Could Ask for Anything 
More?” 


§ Pix Delivered 
To UA, Easing 
Prod. Shortage 


United Artists, normally in the 
throes of a_ perennial product 
shortage, has had eight pictures 
delivered to it by indie producers 
in the past six weeks. It is throw- 
ing sales, press and exploitation 
departments into high gear in an 


| effort to have all the pix in release 


by Sept. 1. 


Films are Hunt Stromberg’s 


| “Too Late for Tears,” Benedict Bo- 


geaus’s “Crooked Way,” Stanley 
Kramer’s “Champion,” Nassour 
Bros.’ “Africa Screams,” Sam Bis- 
choff’s “Outpost in Morocco,” Ed- 
ward Small’s “Black Magic,” “W. R. 
Frank’s “Great Dan Patch” and 
Lester Cowan’s “Love Happy.” 

In addition, Harry Popkin’s “Im- 
pact” has just gone into release, 
Kramer’s “Home of the 
Brave” is due for delivery by April 
1, and the Hakim Bros.’ “Twilight” 
has Just been completed. As usual, 
however, the companny’s worry is 


| what comes after these, since there 


| they want 


Get Financing Despite Tight Coin 


+ 


Indie financing difficulties have 
eased somewhat in recent months, 
but only for producers with recog- 
nized reputations and experience 
and with strong packages, includ- 
ing story, star and director. That 
was agreed in New York this week 
by producer Hunt Stromberg and 
film financier Lewis Penish, who is 
associated with the Nasser broth- 
ers in coin advances to indies. 

Stromberg and Penish said that 
second money was now available 
on a limited seale for recognized 
producers who could obtain com- 
pletion guarantees from _ other 
sources. With rental studios hunt- 
ing for customers, they have been 
offering to make the guarantees in 
some cases 

Banks likewise have opened up 
just a little, but are demanding 
many safeguards. In some cases 
100% guarantees, while 
for some producers, such as Strom- 
berg, they are advancing 60°% of 
budget, with only the last 15% 
guaranteed. 

Stromberg is in New York for 
confabs with United Artists execs 
on release plans for his “‘Too Late 
for Tears,’ which he recently com- 
pleted. It was made on the Repub- 
lic lot, with that company holding 
an interest in it in return for a 
deferment on studio charges and 
for putting up guarantees asked 
by the bank, Stromberg disclosed. 

Producer said he is planning an- 
other picture for UA release on a 
similar deal with Republic, the 
bank and his second money source. 
He refused to disclose the name 
of the property yet. He heads. back 
to the Coast in about two weeks. 





‘Red River’ Success Helpful 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Indie financing problems _ prob- 


| ably will be eased considerably as 


is little in production or immedi- | 


ate prospect. Now being edited 
are Small’s “Indian Scout” and a 
“Cisco Kid’ western, while Roy 
Del Ruth’s “Red Light” and 
Rooney-Stiefel’s “Quicksand” are 
before the cameras. Only yarns 
on the immediate agenda for film- 
ing are Bischoff’s “Mrs. Mike” and 
Paul Henreid’s “Runaway.” 


"48 Gross 


Continued from page 3 sma 
company taking in the most coin 











_ tightened 


result of assurances 
River” will not 


that “Red 
only pay off its 
fabulous investment but return a 
profit. Grad Sears and George 
Bagnall in meeting with Bernard 
Giannini offered proof that break- 
even point of $4,500,000 would be 
reached within 12 to 18 months, 
with profits in sight thereafter. 
Tremendous sales job on film is 
seen restoring both faith in United 
Artists and future of indie pro- 
duction as a whole. 

Tremendous costs of “River” had 
things for all indies 


, Since three second-money compa- 


nies were left hanging on the 
ropes, and one major banking con- 
cern was hollering “stop.” Chalked 


if up against “River” are $1,800,000 
| negative costs, $75,000 print costs, 
| $425,000 advertising, 


distribution 


| costs to break-even point of $1,- 


was Paramount with estimated re- | 


turns of $170,445,789. Par’s gross 


take dipped from a high of $186,- 


838,273 copped in ’47, when it held 
the top spot. Trailing Par was 
20th-Fox with an estimated gross of 
Twen- 


Warners was fourth with a gross 
of $147,057,000 against $164,643,- 
000 accumulated the year before. 
RKO remained in its fifth notch 
with $110,600,000 as against $123,- 
109,047. 

Because they are purely produc- 
tion-distrib outfits, both Universal 
and Columbia were far behind. U 
came up with $57,989,307 for the 


' fiscal stretch against $64,958,405 in 


’47. Columbia lost only a trifle of 


‘the ground gained in ’47, racking 


up $46,898,785 for ’48 ard $48.,- 


| 832,201 for °47. 











20th-ABC 


Continued from page 4 
And, with the number of channels 
still available limited as they are, 
20th would probably attempt to 
buy such an established network as 
that now operated by ABC. That 
purchase was in the works several 
months ago but broke down when 
20th refused to meet ABC’s asking 
price, then reported at about $22,- 
000,000. 

Par’s new _ production-distrib 
company is expected to tee off op- 
erations in 1950 with an unprece- 
dented amount of money with 
which to work, estimated at $58,- 
000,000. While 20th may not make 
out so well under a splitup, it 
will be strongly entrenched finan- 
cially and so may be in a better 











100,000. It’s unlikely at moment 
that banks 0. second-money men 
would okay budgets of “River” 
caliber again, but coin definitely is 
available again to indies with a 
good package to offer. 


Simon Exec Producer 
As Col Steps Up ‘A’ Sked, 
Cuts Down ‘B’ Production 


Hollywood, March 22. 

S. Sylvan Simon stepped into a 
new job as executive producer at 
Columbia, with a new studio policy 
calling for more A_ productions 
and not so many Bs. In addition 
to handling five pictures on his 
own program for the year, Simon 
will exercise general supervision 
over Alex Gottlieb and Buddy 
Adler, Columbia’s two other A pro- 
ducers, and take a load off the 





_shoulders of Harry Cohn, studio 
| prexy. 


Columbia will continue to make 


, lower-budget films but not so many 


as in the past, as a result of the 
recent slum,» in the market for 
that sort of product. Idea is to in- 
crease production in the A class, 
aimed at longer runs in the thea- 
tres. 

Simon’s own program consists of 
“The Good Humor Man,” “The 
Fuller Brush Girl,” “The Petty 


' Girl,” “Pleasure Island” and “Miss 


position than it is now to buy out. 


| ABC. 


Grant Takes Richmond,” currently 
in work with Lucille Ball and Wil- 
liam Holden in top roles. 

Gottlieb's schedule consists of 
“A Woman of Distinction” and “It’s 
a Man’s World.” Adler is making 
“The Hero” and “My Next Hus- 
band.”’ These nine high-budgeters 
are due for completion in the next 
four months. The season’s program 
calls for 25 to 30 pictures in the 
A division. 
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JUMPING AT M-G-M! 


(Excerpts from Coast Report in Hollywood Reporter. Read Every Word!) 


“The sales heads who attended the M-G-M meetings 
here three weeks ago heard Louis Mayer tell them 
that M-G-M now had the greatest product it has 
had in many, many years. Then he proceeded to 
show them ‘Take Me Out To The Ball Game’,‘The ~- 
Secret Garden,’ ‘The Stratton Story,’ ‘Barkleys of 
Broadway, ‘Neptune’s Daughter,’ ‘In The Good Old. 
Summertime,’ ‘Edward, My Son’ and ‘Conspirator.’ 
They even saw quite a bit of footage on ‘The Great 
Sinner,’ ‘Madame Bovary,’ ‘Any Number Can Play,’ 
‘The Forsyte Saga’ and ‘That Midnight Kiss;’ all of | “M-G-M’s Prosperity 


Plan is a 
which have since been finished. The salesmen were a 


~ —)— me i he oelUlUC lO 


more than impressed. for the entire 
industry!” 


“M-G-M, with good product, is a great thing for the 
whole industry. ‘As M-G-M goes, so goes the picture 
business.’ The whole industry will be jumping. Good 
M-G-M product, combined with the fine entertain- 
ment being turned out by some of the other majors, 
is bound to return a successful boxoffice. It’s great 
to know M-G-M is in its stride.” 
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Chi Better; Tony Martin Ups ‘Smith 
To Terrif $72,000, Ventura-Lutcher 
Lift Mother’ to 606, ‘Undercover’ 326." =simsts sr rs woe 


Chicago, March 22. + 





op boxoffice is climbing out of | 
test week's slump especially hypoed | 


ony Martin personal coupled 
vin T Whispering Smith” at the 


aa 


Chicago. This combo may hit new | 


for last several months with 
J $72,000. “Mother Is Fresh- 
man” plus Nellie Lutcher and 
Charlie Ventura band onstage at 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Oriental also looks lush at $60,000. | 


Other new product also is strong. 
“Undercover Man” at State-Lake 
is headed for great $32,000. “No 
Minor Vices” at United Artists 
shapes fairly trim at $17,000. Hold- 
overs are brighter also, with 
“Paisan” still breaking records at 
World being lush $4,500 in ninth 
week. “Red Shoes” at the Selwyn 
is doing smart $12,000. “Hamlet” 
in 17th week at Apollo is okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.20-$2.40) 
—“Hamlet” (U) (17th wk). Fair 
$6,000. Last week, $7,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Whispering Smith’ (Par) plus 
Tony Martin p.a. Terrif $72,000. 
Last week, “John Loves Mary” 
(WB) with Lawrence Welk orch 
and Harmonica Rascals onstage (2d 
wk), $42,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 
“Jungle Boy” (Indie) 


50-98)— 
and “Big 


Fight” (Mono). Brisk $10,000. Last 
week, “State Dept.” (FC) and 
“Alaska Patrol” (FC) (2d wk). 
$6,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)—‘‘It 
Ain't Hay” (U) and “Ghost Catch- 
ers” (U) (reissues). Neat $13,000. 
Last week, “Act of Violence’’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), $10,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98 
—"Mother Is Freshman” (20th) 
with Nellie Lutcher and Charlie 
Ventura onstage. Big $60,000. Last 
week, “Kissing Bandit” (M-G) and 
Arthur Godfrey Scouts unit on- 
stage (3d wk), $27,000. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) (2d wk). 
Oke $13,000. Last week, $17,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
_ “South of St. Louis” (WB) (2d wk). 

Solid $12,000 or over. Last week, 
nice $13,000. 


Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40\—“Red Shoes” (EL) (13th 
wk). Staunch $12,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
-—‘Underecover Man” (Col). In 
groove at $32,000. Last week, ‘‘Tat- 
lock’s Millions” (Par) (2d wk), 
$12,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 50- 
98\—“‘No Minor Vices” (M-G). Tidy 
$17,000, Last week, “Walking 
Hills” (Col) (2d wk), $8,000. 


4 Woods (Essaness) (1,073: 98)—_ 
Enchantment” (RKO) (4th-final | 
wk). Okay $13,000. Last week, 


$16,000. 


Cold, Snow Slap L’ ville; . 
‘Smith’ Strong $13,000, 
‘Honeymoon’ Modest 116 


Louisville, March 22. 
Belated cold spell, with snow, 
——. with state high school bask- 
etball tournament, are ganging up 
to hold down grosses this week. 
Whispering Smith” is out front 
at _, 
.Cepending on local moppet Bi 
Kimbley, doing p.a. with A 
rn ae - which he is fea- 
3 i r ” 
modest at Stat. oneymoon” looks 
Estimates for This Week 
15-6807 Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
a oi “nears Mary” (WB) 
week's 26 Son y $3,500 after last 
65 ational (Standard) (2,400; 45- 
Billy Shep Comes Home” (SG) and 
Oke Kimbley, others on stage. 
x. Bt to Last week, “Corvette | 
ene (U) and “Wings Over 
Oni shinny (U) (reissues), split with 
ee er Trail” (Rep) and Minnie 
Rial others on stage, about same. 
45-40 to (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
in —“Whispering Smith” (Par). 
annanl Ladd Packing strong  b.o. 
func : robust $13,000. Last week, 
ake Red Witch” (Rep), healthy 
U90, and m.o. 
(Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
Honeymoon” (U) and 
(Col). ta Chinese Adventure”. 
“The E odest $11,000. Last week, 
dill, ribe” (M-G) and “Picca- 
a4 Incident” (M-G), $12,000. 
faitnand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—“Un- 
* heated Yours” (20th) and 
$3.500 ed Law” (20th). Medium 
00, Last week, “The Scar” 
nd “Amazing Mr. X” (EL), 





| 


50-98).—_ 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 


| without the 20% tax. Distribu- 


tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
om the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


Honeymoon’ Hot 


$21,000 in Cleve. 








Cleveland, March 22. 

With weather breaking favorably, 
key houses here are on the gradual 
upgrade. “Down to Sea in Ships” 
is giving Palace nice trade to start 
two-week run. “South of St. Louis’ 
at Hipp also looks smart. “Family 
Honeymoon,” at State, is getting 
top coin with breezy session 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (WB) (3,057: 55-70)— 
“Chicken Every Sunday” (20th) 
Modest $12,500. Last week 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th). 


bright $15,000. 

Esquire (Community) (700; $2.40) 
—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (13th wk 
Stout $6,500 following $7,000 last 
week 

Hipp (Warner) (3.465: 55-70)— 
“South of St. Louis’ (WB). Smart 
$20,000. Last week, “Life of Riley” 
(U), same. 


Palace (RKO) (3,284: 55-70)— 
“Down To Sea in Ships” (20th). 
| Sturdy $16,000, with h.o. set. Last 


week, “Letter Three Wives’ (20th) 
(2d wk), $12,000. 

State (Loew's) (3.450; 55-70)— 
“Family Honeymoon” (‘(U). Breezy 
$21,000. Last week, “Sun Comes 
Up” (M-G) plus Frankie Laine and 
Connie Haines onstage, excellent 
$30,000. 


RILEY’ RESOUNDING 
$18,000, BUFFALO ACE 


Buffalo, March 22. 

“Life of Riley” shapes up as out- 
| standing with sock Lafayette ses- 
|sion. “Dear to Heart” looks trim 
| at Century. Also nice is 
|Game”’ at Buffalo and “South of St. 
Louis” at Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Ball Game” (M-G) and ‘Bad Luck 
Blackie” (Col). 
week, “Mother Is 
(20th), $16,400. 

Great Lakes (Par) (3,400; 40-70) 
|'—*‘Kiss in Dark” (WB) and ‘‘Homi- 
cide’ (WB). Opens today (Wed.). 





| Last week, “To Sea in Ships” (20th) 


Stage fare at Natiorgl | 


(10 days), solid $23,000. 


Hipp (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—“South | 


of St. Louis” (WB). Brisk $12,000. 
Last week, “Sgt. York” (WB) and 
“Castle On Hudson” (WB) (reis- 
sues), $9,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Life of Riley’ (U) and ‘Miracu- 


‘lous Journey” (FC). Socko $18,000 


“Shep. 


“Northwest 
“Let’s Live 


or near. Last week, 
Stampede” (EL) and 
Little” (EL), $13,000. 

Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40- 
70)—‘‘Dear to Heart” (RKO) and 
“Jiggs, Maggie in Court” (Mono). 
Trim $13,000. Last week, “En- 
chanted” (RKO) and “Clay Pigeon” 
(RKO) (2d wk), fine $9,000. 


K.C. Blames Product For 
Slow B.0.; ‘Ships’ Oke 166 


Kansas City, March 22. 
Lineup of new films is mediocre, 
and biz likewise. Only bills to 
top average are “Down to Sea in 
Ships” at three Fox Midwest 
houses and “South of St. Louis” at 
Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
63)\—"'Wake Up Screaming” (20th) 
and “You're Sweetheart” (20th) 
(reissues). Average $3,000. Last 
week, “Letter Three Wives’ (20th) 
and “Jungle Patrol” (20th) (m.o.), 
5,000 in 9 days. . 
' Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 39-45-63) 
—‘Henry V” (UA). Here- for 
fourth time, bright $2,000 in 4 
(Continued on page 18) 





“Ball . 


Fine $17,500. Last, 
Freshman” | 


‘Honeymoon’ Sultry 27G, 
Denver; ‘Whiplash’ 9G 


Bea od Denver, March 22. 
Family Honeymoon” shapes as 
| strongest boxoffice entry here this 
| week, with fancy total in three 
/ spots. “Three Godfathers” also is 


Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35- 
|74\—“Act of Murder” (U) and 
| “Countess of Monte Cristo” (U) (2d 
| wk). Slow $5,000. Last week, good 
| $8,500. 


—‘Own True Love” (Par). 


| 


| 


| 
} 


} 


| 


| 


B'way Uneven; ‘Impact’ Mild 15!4¢ 
‘Bandit’ Ditto 156, ‘Women’ Strong 
1256, 2d, ‘Mother -Vaude Fair 706 


Favorable boxoffice influences 
were about equally balanced by ad- 


(RKO) and “Marine Raiders” 
(RKO) (3d wk-6 days), mild $8,000 


_verse factors during the last seven after $12,200 for second round, 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 35-70) | days on Broadway. St. Patrick's | with 40c-$1 scale. 
| , , 


Dim | Day crowds (Thurs.) gave most 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 


$8,000 or near. Last week, “Whis-| theatres a hypo. All-day snow Fri-|—*“E) Paso” (Par) with Louis Jor- 


| pering Smith” (Par) (2d wk), $8,000. 


| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) and 
“Angel on Amazon” (Rep), day- 
date with Esquire, Webber. Big 
$19,000. Last week, “John Loves 
Mary” (WB) and “Harpoon” (SG), 
fair $13,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) and 
“Angel on Amazon” (Rep), also 
Denver, Webber. Fancy $4,000. 
Last week, “John Loves Mary” 


(WB) and “Harpoon” (SG), $2,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Three Godfathers” (M-G) and 
“Far Into Night” (M-G). Nice $16.- 
000 or close. Last week, “Boy 
Green Hair’ (RKO) and “Sword of 
Avenger” (EL), $15,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 


“Whiplash” (WB) and ‘‘Miss Mink 
1949” (20th). Fair $9,000. Last 
week, “Canadian Pacific’ (20th) 
and “Blondie’s Big Deal’ (Col), 
also Webber, big $14,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) = and 
‘Angel on Amazon” (Rep), also 
Denver. Esquire. Fine $4,000 or 
close. Last week, “Canadian Pa- 
cific” (20th) and “Blondie’s Big 


Deal” (Col), $3.900. 


Heart’ Steady 
$15,000 in Prov. 





Providence, March 22. 

RKO Albee’s “So Dear to Heart” 
shapes lively in a fairly geod all 
around session here. _ State’s 
“Knock On Any Door” looks okay. 
Majestic’s “Down to Sea In Ships” 
is holding well in second stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2.200; 44-65) — 
“Dear To Heart” (RKO) and “Clay 
Pigeon” (RKO). Good $15,000. 
Last week, “Joan of Arc” (RKO) 
(3d wk), neat $14,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 
“Angel On Amazon” (Rep) and 
George O’Hanlon heading stage- 
show. Fine $8,000 or near. 
week, “Dude Goes West” (Mono) 
and Billy Gilbert heading stage, 
$9,000. 


“Sea In Ships” (20th) 
Fairly hep $12,000 after wow $19,- 
000 first. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“‘Cover-Up” (UA) and “This 
Ie. N.Y.” (UA). 
week, “Bad Boy” (Mono) 
“Strike It Rich” (Mono), $7,800. 

State (Loew) 
“Knock Any (Col) 


Door” and 


day (18), 
coldest day of year 
several theatres, but springlike | 
weather Sunday (first day of 
— handed many houses a nice 
ift. 

Only two newcomers this stanza, 
and neither is big. “Impact” at 


(Sat.), hurt 


| Globe shapes best but is only mild 


band, 


| after $16,500 for fourth session. 


$15,500 or less. “Last Bandit” also 
is light with $15,000 or under at 
Mayfair. 

Strongest holdover is “Little 
Women,” just a step behind first 
week’s pace at Music Hall with 
sturdy $125,000. ‘“‘Mother Is Fresh- 
man,” with Phil Baker and Cab 
Calloway topping stageshow, is 
fair at $70,000 for second Roxy 
round. 

“Take Me Out To Ball Game” is 
holding nicely with $38,000 after 
sock opening week at State. Open- 
ing of big league baseball season 
next month figures to help ex- 
tended-run of this film. ” 

“Bad Boy” preems at Palace to- 
day (Wed.) after stage-film special 
Variety Club launching last night 
(Tues.). Paramount brings in “El 
Paso” today (Wed.) with Louis 
Jordan Five, Ray Anthony band, 
Pat Henning, others on_ stage. 
Capitol opens “Outpost in 
Morocco” with Gordon Jenkins 

Cardini tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Knock On Any Door” (Col) (5th 
wk). Continues to fade, with Lent 
and other factors hurting. Will be 
lucky to hold to $14,000 this round 


Bijou (‘City Inv.) (589; $1.20-| 
$2.40)—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (22d wk). | 
Currently holding well at around | 
$14,000 after $15,000 last week, | 
highly profitable. Stays on. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820: 80-$1.50) 
—“3 Godfathers” (M-G) with Sam- | 
my Kaye orch, others onstage (3d- 
final wk). Looks only $39,000 this 
frame after $42,000 for second 
week. “Outpost in Morocco” (UA), 
with Gordon Jenkins orch and 


|Cardini topping stage bill, opens 
| tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Last | 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) —| 
(2d wk). 


Even $7,500. Last | 
and | 


(3,200; 44-65) —| 


“Valiant Hombre” (UA). Okay $18.- , 
500. Last week, “Red Pony” (Rep) 


and “Blondie’s Big Deal” 
so-so $15,000. 

Strand (Silverman) 
65)—“‘Nick Beal” (Par) and ‘Rusty 
Saves Life” (Col), Opened Monday 
| (21). Last week, “Walking Hills” 


(Rep), | 


(2,200; 44-_ 


(Col) and “Song of India’ (Col), | 


fairish $12,500. 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 76-$1.85) 
—‘“Criss Cross” (U) (2d-final wk). 
Off to slim $17,000 after okay $24,- 
000 opener. Likely to hold a couple 
of days past second week so ‘The 
-* aia (RKO) can come in March 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 
—‘‘Impact’” (UA). Initial week) 
looks only $15,500, slow. In ahead, | 
“Moonrise” (Rep) (2d wk), $10,000. 
“The Champion” (UA) not due to 
open until April 9, but may be) 
pushed in earlier if “Impact” fails | 
to hold up. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.25) | 
—“Last Bandit” (Rep). First stanza | 
slim $15,000. Holds. Last yess. | 
“Red Pony” (Par) (2d wk-4 days), 
only $6,000. 


followed by next-to- |, 


| little interest°in newcomers. 


dan Tympany Five, Ray Anthony 
orch, Pat Henning, Peggy Mann, 
Johnny Barnes onstage. Opens to- 
day (Wed.). Last week, “Nick Beal” 
(Par) plus King Cole Trio, Larry 
Storch, Elliot Lawrence orch (2d 
wk), mild $60,000 or less after very 
good $69,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Hamléet” (U) (26th wk). 
Twenty-fifth week was $13,500, just 
a bit down from recent pace. Con- 
tinues. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Little 
Women” (M-G) and stageshow (2d 
wk). Helped by St. Patrick’s Day 
upsurge, holding near first week 
with $125,000; first was very good 
$127,000. Stays a third, and maybe 
longer, with “Connecticut Yankee” 
(Par) due in next as film for Easter 
Show 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-99)— 
“Alaska Patrol” (FC) and “The 
Judge” (FC). Looks modest $8,000 
or under. Last week, “Bad Men 
Tombstone” (Mono), okay $7,000. 
“Daughter Of West” (FC) opens 
Friday (25) 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25).—“Snake Pit” (20th) (20th 
wk). Down to $10,000 or less after 
$14,000 last week. Holds only 5 
days of 21st week with “Portrait of 
Jennie” (SRO) opening March 30 
after special Milk Fund _ benefit 
preview night of March 29. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) with 
Phil Baker, Cab Calloway, iceshow 
onstage (2d wk). Doing fairly okay 


| at $70,000 or near after disappoint- 


ing first week at $80,000, below 


hopes. Set to hold a third. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 70-$1.50)— 
“Ball Game” (M-G) (3d wk). Starts 
today (Wed.). Initial holdover ses- 


| sion slipped to $38,000, still very 


handsome after big $54,000 first. 
Stays on indef. 
Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 


“South of St. Louis” (WB) with 
Desi Arnaz orch topping stage- 
show (3d-final wk). Off to light 


$26,000 in 5 days after modest $38,- 
000 for second. “Kiss in Dark” 
(WB), with Guy Lombardo orch, 
Frank Marlowe, Hoctor & Byrd on- 
stage, opens Friday (25). 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$2.40)—"Joan of Arc” (RKO) (19th 
wk). Present stanza reaching for 


| $16,000, very fine for length of run 


after $17,000 for 18th round. 


D.C. Drab But ‘Pacific’ 
Brisk $20,000; ‘Murder’ 
$10,000, ‘O’Flynn’ Ditto 


Washington, March 22. 
It’s a dull session currently, = 
O 





Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.25)—| latter, “South of St. Louis’ at the 


“Bad Boy” (Mono). Opens today | 
(Wed.) after special preview stage- | 


film show under Variety Club) 
auspices and benefit last night | 
(Tues.). Audie Murphy, Jane Wy-| 


att, Lloyd Nolan from film in p.a.’s | 
today. In ahead, “Back to Bataan” 





Godfrey Unit Tilts ‘Chicken’ Fancy 





$40,000, Det.; ‘Walked’ Fast $24,000 


| Detroit, March 22. 
| Stageshow at Fox is boosting 
that house into chips for second 
straight week. 
Talent Scouts unit will lift ‘“Chick- 
en Every Sunday” to solid $40,000. 
“He Walked By Night” at Palms 
looks big while ‘John Loves Mary” 
at Michigan is just good. “Walk- 
ing Hills” shapes nice at Madison. 
Estimates for This Week 


| 


Arthur Godfrey’s. 


Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 85-$1)—_ 


(20th) 
Talent 


“Chicken Every Sunday” 
with Arthur Godfrey’s 
Scouts unit on_ stage. 
$40,000 or over. Last 
“Blanche Fury” (EL) with 
Hampton orch, same. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—"John Loves Mary (WB) 
and “Flaxy Martin” (WB). Good 


week, 
Lionel 


Solid | 


$22,000. Last week, “Whispering | 
Smith” (Par) (2d wk), fine $20,000. 
Paims (UD: (2.900; 70-95'— 


l“Walked By Night” (EL) and “16 


Fathoms Deep” (Mono). Big 
$24,000. Last week, “Joan of Arc’ 
(RKO) (4th wk), steady $16,000 at 
upped prices. 

United’ Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
95\—“‘Mourning Becomes Electra” 
(RKO). Oke $16,000. 
“Red Pony” (Rep) and “Last 
Bandit” (Rep), fine $18,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
“Walking Hills’ (Col) and “Song 
India” (Col). Excellent $19,000. 
Last week, “Boy Green Hair” 
(RKO) and “Jungle Goddess” (SG), 
$13,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) and 
“Highway 13” (SG) (3d wk). Fad- 
ing to $10,000. Last week, nice 
$11,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,800; 70- 
95)\—“‘Kissing Bandit’ (M-G) and 
“Feathered Serpent’ (Mono) (2d 
wk). Slow $8,000. Last week, 
slim $10,000. 


i“Lucky Stiff” 


Last week, | 


Warner, and “Act of Murder” at 
National, look best, but both are 
disappointing. ‘‘Canadian Pacitic” 
with vaude is okay at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Canadian Pacific’’ (20th) plus 
vaude. Satisfactory $20,000, but 
below average for house. Last 
week, “Force of Evil’? (M-G) with 
vaude, dim $17,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Fighting O'Flynn” (U).  Disap- 
pointing $10,000. Last week, “Dear 
to Heart” (RKO) (2d wk), nice 
$10,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 
—‘Walking Hills” (Col). Average 
$6,500 in 8 days. Last week, 
(UA), very duil 
$4,000 and yanked after 6 days. 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74) 
—‘‘Act of Murder” (U). Nice $10,- 
000, but below hopes. Last week, 
“Slightly French” (Col); $4,000. 

Palace (‘Loew's (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th) (2d 
wk). Steady $16,000 after sturdy 
$21,000 opener. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85)— 
“Saraband” (EL) (2d wk). Fine 
$5,500 after hot $6,000 last week. 

Trans-Lux (‘(T-L: (650; 44-80'—~ 
“Paisan” (Indie) (3d wk). Steady 
lines holding this to terrifie $11,- 
500; about same last week. 

Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)— 
“South St. Louis” (WB). Nice 
$14,000, but not up to expectancy. 
Last week, “Flaxy Martin” (WB), 
plus Jack Carson Hollywood unit 
onstage, sizzling $32,000 at upped 
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CRITICS SAY—“EL PASO’ IS EL SMASHO!” 


“Grand-scale western. He- profusion whichis what the handling. Cinecolor shows 


man story with plenty of audience wants.” * up beautifully.” — Variety 

action. An all ’round good — The Independent ee 

thing.” — Film Daily o 8 6 “Highly exploitable, lavishly 
A “Nifty combination of best produced western...packed 


“Pine and Thomas enter the tricks and thrills of the with gun fights, hard riding, 
full blown production west- western make this anexcel- fist fights, savagery and a 
ern sweepstakes with ‘El lent entry. A load of spec- mob battle in the midst of a 
Paso.’ Action elements in tacular action and gusty wind storm:?’—The Exhibitor 











with Eduardo Noriega « Henry Hull+Mary Beth Hughes 


H. B. Warner + Bobby Ellis - Directed by Lewis R. Foster 
Screenplay by Lewis R. Foster 


Based on a story by J. Robert Bren and Gladys Atwater 
A PINE-THOMAS PRODUCTION 
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Third of the One-A-Month Color Hits in 
Paramount’s GOLD RUSH OF ’4 
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Wednesday, March 23, 1949 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





Prima Boosts ‘Stiff 


to Hep $30,000, 


‘Ships’ Lofty at $16,000, 
Toronto; ‘Witch’ 13G, 2d 


Toronto, March 22. 


Hub; Mother’ Fresh 256, Door’ 41G yi'."22sre"s* sas 


Boston, March 22. + 


d town is _, erene | 

i nza with new product a 
rom sc estruns helping. Lucky | 

i” is bein boosted by Louis) 
rl a at RKO Boston to solidest 
oy on “Mother Is Freshman” at 
Memorial is strong. Knock at 
Any Door” at Orpheum and State 
looks nice. “Red Shoes” still is 
good in 18th Majestic week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 

” ucky stiff”? (UA) with Louis 
prima orch, Three Nonchalants, 
others, onstage. Leading town 
with’ big $30,000. Last week, 
“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain (RKO) 
with Art Mooney, Henny Young- 
neat $26,000. sch 
(ATC) (960; 40-85)— 
“vank in Rome” (Indie). -So-so 
at Last week. “Portrait 
jennie” (SRO) (4th wk’, $4,000. 
* Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Iohnny Belinda” (WB) and 
“Sierra Madre” (WB) (reissues). 
Average $6,000 for rerun date. 
Last week, “Whispering Smith 
(Par) and “Kidnapped (SG) (2d 
wk), nice $7,000. ; 

Mayflower (ATC) (700; $1.25)— 
“portrait Jennie” (SRO) (Sth wk). 
Down to $4,500 after nice $5,600 
for last. . 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Mother Is a Freshman” (20th). 
Strong $25,000, and will hold. Last 
week, “Letter Three Wives” (20th) 
and “Strange Mrs. Crane” (EL), 
$16.500 in 8 days. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367); 40- 
g5)—"‘Nick Beal” (Par) and “Henry, 
Rainmaker” (Mono). Fair $21,000. 
Last week, “John Loves Mary” 
(WB) and “Plunderers’” (Rep), 
$15,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Knock on Any Door” (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). Nice 
$25,000. Last week, “The Bribe” 
(M-G) and “Bad Men of Tomb- 
stone’ (Mono), about same. 

Paramount (NET) (1,800; 40-85) 
—‘Johnny Belinda” (WB) and 
“Sierra Madre” (WB) (reissues’ 
So-so $11,000. Last week, “Whis- 
pering Smith’ (Par) and “Kid- 
napped” (SG) (2d wk), neat $12,000. 

Staie (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Knock on Any Door” (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). Nice 
$16,000. Last week, “The Bribe” 
(M-G) and “Bad Men ot Tomb- 
stone” (Mono), $15,500. 


Philly Cold, So Is Biz; 
Shockproof’ Dim $15,000, 
‘Pony’ Swift at $14,000 


Philadelphia, March 22. 
Cold weather and some product 


that left patrons even colder in- 
fused no warmth into firstruns this 
weekend. Earle is way off with 
“Shockproof.” Another newcomer, 
‘The Bribe,” at Goldman shapes 
standout. “Red Pony” looks brisk 
at the Aldine. 
Estimates for This Week 
P Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)—., 
Red Pony” (Rep). Brisk $14.000 
or better. Last week, “Own True 
Love” (Par), thin $11,500 in 10 
days. 
= Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99 )— 
Woman’s Secret” (RKO). Mild 
$19,000. Last week, “Enchant- 
ment” (RKO) (5th wk?, $13,000. 
’ Earle (WB) (2,700; 30 - 99)— 
Shockproof” (Col). Dim $15,000. 
Last week, “Feudin’, Fussin’” (U) 
soaen Carson onstage, sock 
Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘Let- 
ter Three Wives” (20th) (3d wk). 
Holding up well at $18,000. Last 
week, sock $26,000. 
. Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
ey — ae Oke $20,000. 
week, “Whisperi Smith” 
(Par) (4th wk), $10,000. eye 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
ri Joan of Are” (RKO) (13th wk). 
ine $7,500. Last week, $8,000. 
Kelth’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-99) 
Wk. ommand Decision” (M-G) (6th 
37.300 Mild $7,000. Last week, 


Biz aroun 


man, ne 
Esquire 





— 


opulastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-99)— 
lacus Honeymoon” (U) (2d wk). 
$19 500° $15,500. Last week, slim } 


Stanley (WB) (2.95 | 

e } ) 950; 40-99)— 

= = St. Louis” (WB). 

tine $23,000. $14,500. Last week. 
Stanton (WB) (1 

um ata 4735; §0-99)— 
Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” (RKO). 


Tepid $9.9 pte is 
Up" (UA), $0,000 week, “Cover- 


Trans-Lux (T 

$2.40) T-L) (500; $1.20- 
a Slipne Shoes” (EL) (13th 
solid $9,500, to $8,000. Last week, 


i“The Bribe” 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tota! Gross 
This Week $2,641,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 202 
theatres, chiefly mrst runs, in- 
ciuding N. Y.). 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,693,500 
(Based on 20 cities. 202 
theatres) 





‘Wives’ Good 156, 
Mpls.; ‘Fury’ 66 


Minneapolis, March 22. 

“Letter to Three Wives.” at 
Radio City. currently is making 
biggest boxoffice noise. It got off 
to a fast start but looks only pass- 
ably good. The only two other 
major newcomers are “South of 
St. Louis” and “Blanche Fury.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Lyceum (Nederlander) 
90-$1.20)\—“‘Blanche Fury” (EL). 
This British picture given big cam- 
paign and boosted scalé, but lack 
of names are hurting. Fair $6,000. 
Last week, “Dark Past’ (Col), 
light $4,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘‘Wake 
Red Witch” (Rep) (3d wk). Deliv- 
ered in surprising fashion and still 
good at $5,000. Last week, big 
$7,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th). Men’s 
fashion show opening night helped 
land big start. Just good $15,000. 
Last week, “Chicken Every Sun- 
day” (20th), fairly good $14,500. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 
50-70)—“‘South of St. Louis” (WB). 
Fairly good $12,000. Last week, 
“Woman's Secret” (RKO), light 
$8.000 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” (RKO). 
Still life in Tarzan, moderate 
$8,000. Last week, “Act of Mur- 
der” (U) split with “Canon Pass- 
age” (U) and “Frontier Gal” (U) 
(reissues), $7,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘‘Com- 
mand Decision” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still forte at $10,000 after bof 
$16,000 initial stanza. 

World (Mann) (400; $1.20-$2.40) 
—“Red Shoes” (EL) (4th wk). Sock 
$5.500 on top of excellent $5,600 
third canto. 


‘Hair’ Smooth $17,000, 
St. Loo: ‘O’Flynn’ 106 


St. Louis, March 22. 
Holdovers predominate here cur- 
rently and even spring weather 
will not help the slow pace. Of 
new fare, best money is going to 
“Boy With Green Hair,” though 








not smash at the Fox. “Fighting | 


O'Flynn” looks good at St. Louis 
while “Enchantment” is fairly big 
at Shubert. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 50-75) 
—Family Honeymoon” (U)_ and 
“Incident” (Mono) (2d wk'. Down 
to $13,500 after initial stanzas 
fancy $19,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75'—“Boy 
Green Hair’ (RKO) and “Christo- 
pher Blake” (WB). Modest $17,000. 
Last week, “Station West” (RKO) 
and “Tarzan’s Magic Fountain’ 
(RKO), $16,500. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75'\— 
(M-G) and “The 
Search” (M-G) (2d wk). Off to slow 
$13,000 after first session’s strong 
$19,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)\— 
“Criss Cross” (U) and “Walked by 
Night” (EL) (m.o.). Fine at $9,500. 
Last week. “John Loves Mary 
(WB: and “Every Girl Married” 
(RKO) «m.o.) (2d wk). $8,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Fighting O'Flynn” (U) and “Kid- 
napped” (Mono). Good $10,000. 
Last week, “Cheated Law (20th) 


and stageshow, stout $17,000. 


Shady Oak (F&M) (676; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—-‘Hamlet” (U) (8th wk). Off 
to $2.500 after oke $3,500 last 
round. sé 

4 (Ind) (1,500; 50-75\— 
eens eae (RKO). Big $12,000. 
Last week, “Joan of Arc” (RKO) 
(Sth wk’, great $7,900. 


(1,900; | 


Ships,” are corralling most of coin 
here despite competing against 
/each other. “Witch” is strongest 
| even if in second week. Other new 
product is on mild side. 

Estimates for This Week 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 36-66)—“To 
Sea in Ships” (20th). Big $16,000. 
Last week, “Every Girl Married” 
(RKO) (2d wk), okay $10,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096: 36-66)— 
“Command Decision” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Fine $8,000 after last week’s 
$11.000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390: 35-$1.20)— 
“Wake Red Witch” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Still sock at $13,000 after last 
week’s big $16,000 

Shea’s (FP) (2.386: 36-66)—“‘John 
Loves Mary” (WB). Okay $8,000. 
Last week. “Yellow Sky” (20th) (2d 
wk). good $6,000 

Tivoli (FP) (1,431: 36-66)—**Man 
About House” (20th). Okay $5,000 
Last week. “Boy Green Hair” 
(20th), so-so $4.500 

Uptown (Loew) (2.743: 36-66)— 
“Piccadilly Incident” (U) and 
“Crime” (Indie). Mild $8,000. Last 
week, “Bad Men Tombstone” 
(Mono) and “Henry, Rainmaker” 
(Mono), mild $8,500. 


Carle-Mills Bros. Help 
‘Pigeon’ $30,000, Cincy; 
‘Smith’ Snappy $16,000 


Cincinnati, March 22. 
Biz generally is shaping up ac- 





ceptable this stanza in view of com- 


| petition from new 11,200-seat Cincy 
Garden where the Shipstads and 


Johnson “Ice Follies” is landing a' 
tantastic gross for nine shows at! 


$3 top. “Whispering Smith,” top 
filmer, is sturdy at Palace. Capitol’s 
“Down To Sea In Ships” looks mild. 
Frankie Carle band and Mills Bros. 
are boosting “Clay Pigeon” to sock 
week at Albee. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,109; 60-94) — 
“Clay Pigeon” (RKO) plus Frankie 
Carle orch, Mills Bros., others, on- 
stage. Rollicking $30,000. Last 
week, “Dear Secretary” (UA) with 
Eddy Duchin orch, Marilyn Max- 
Well, $27.000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2.000; 55-75) — 
“To Sea In Ships” (20th Mild 
$8,000 in 8 days. Last week. “Don 
Juan” (WB) (2d wk’, $6,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
“Bad Men Tombstone” (Mono). 
Snappy $8,500. Last week, “Life of 
Rilev” (U) (2d wk), big $7.300. 


Guild (Indie) (278; $1.20-$2.40)— |! 


“Red Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). Holding 
close to $4.500 pace about same as 
last week. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 
|—“Family Honeymoon” (U) (2d 
| wk). Plenty stout $10,000 in wake 
of big $14.500 preem. Stays an- 
other round. 


Palace (RKO) (2.600; 55-75) — 
“Whispering Smith” (Par). Sturdy | 


$16.000. Last week, “Mother Is 
Freshman” (20th), $12,000. 


“‘0’Flynn’ Socko $11,000, 
Seattle; ‘Door’ Huge 166 


Seattle. March 22. 

Standout newcomers this week 
are “Fighting O’Flynn” at Coli- 
,seum and “Knock on Any Door” 
‘at Liberty. Major holdovers are 
“Joan of Arc” at Music Hall and 
“Canadian Pacific’ at Orpheum, 
both solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 50-84)— 
“John Loves Mary” (20th) and 
“Girl Manhattan” (UA) (5th wk). 
Slow $2.500. Last week. $3,300. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1.877; 50-84)— 
“Fighting O'Flynn” (U) and 
“Urubu” (UA). Big $11,000. Last 
week. “Act of Violence” (M-G) and 
“Harpoon” (SG!, $7,200. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E:) (2,349; 50- 
84)\—“Enchantment” (RKO) = and 
“Miss Mink” (20th). Slow $7,000. 
Last week. “Command Decision” 
(M-G) (3d wk-8 days). nice $6,000. 

Liberty ‘Ind! (1,650; 50-84)— 
“Knock On Any Door” (Col) and 
“Lone Wolf, Lady” (Col). Terrific 
$16,000. Last week, “Sun Comes 
Up” (M-G) and “Blackie Chinese 
Adventure” (Col). fine $8,400. 

Music Hall (‘H-E) (2.200; 80- 
$1.25\—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Solid $10.000 after great $15,- 
000 opener. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2.600; 50-84)— 
“Canadian Pacific” (20th) and “Big 
Fight" (Mono) (2d wk’. Big $8.- 
000 after solid $13.600. 

Paramount (‘H-F) (3.039; 50-84) 
—‘Mother Is Freshman” (20th) 
and “Alaska Patro!” (FC) (2d wk- 
6 davs!. Fair $7,000. Last week. 





i great $12,300. 


Mild Weather Clips 1.A. But ‘Bad Boy 


- Good $36,000; ‘Mother’ Not So Fresh, 


} 
| 





$48,000, Pony’ 256, Honeymoon’ 366 


| Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $489,000 


(Based on 10 theatres) 
Last Year $681,500 
(Based on 23 theatres) 
nea aaa 








Riley Ropes In 
~— Tall $13,500, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, March 22 

First week in a long time that 
all of Golden Triangle’s five first- 
runs have new pictures, and they're 
riding the Lenten slump about 
|evenly. Best of the bunch looks 
like “Life of Riley’ at Harris, 
,; Which is cashing in on a strong 
campaign. “South of St. Louis” 
looks just so-so at Stanley and 
that’s also true of “Family Honey- 
moon” at Penn. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
“Red Pony” (Rep). Looks $6,500, 
very modest. Last week, “Enchant- 
ment” (RKO) (2d wk), $7,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Life of Riley” U). P.a.’s of Rich- 
ard Long and Meg Randall, St. 
Patrick’s opening day, radio show 
of same name and advance via 
local columnists’ attendance at 
world preem in Cincinnati all add- 
ing up to excellent $13,500 or near. 
Last week, “Letter Three Wives” 
(20th) (2d wk), fine $10,000 in 5 
days. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
—‘Family Honeymoon” (U). In- 
different notices aren’t this, tairish 
$14,500. Last week, “The Bribe” 
(M-G), over hopes at $16,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“South of St. Louis” (WB). Little 
action here at around $16,000. Last 
week, “Dear to Heart” ‘RKO), 
$15,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” (RKO). 
Last-minute booking but fairly 
nice $8,000 or close. Last week. 
couple of reissues, “Castle on Hud- 
son” (WB) and “Sgt. York” (WB) 
(reissues), $9,000. 





‘Wives’ Paces Indpls., 
Fair $12,000; ‘Bribe’ 116 


Indianapolis, March 22. 
Biz at firstrun houses here this 
;week is in doldrums, spring 
| weather, hockey finale, basketball 
and first television trade show 
keeping public’s mind off’ pix. 
| “Letter to Three Wives” at Indiana 
and “Bribe” at Loew’s are only 
fair. Lyric pulled “Mickey” after 
four days. 
Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 
44-65)—“‘Station West” (RKO) and 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO). Thin 
$9,000. Last week, “Life of Riley” 
(U) and “This Is N. Y.”” (UA), dandy 
$13,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th) and 
“Caravan” (Col). Moderate $12,000. 
Last week, “Rogues’ Regiment” 
(U) and “Saxon Charm” (U), about 

*same. 
Loew's (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“Bribe” (M-G) and “Piccadilly In- 
cident” (M-G). Slow $11,000. Last 
week, “Act of Violence” (M-G) and 
“Dark Past’ (Col), tepid $8.000 in 
5 days. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65'— 
“Mickey” (EL) and “The Scar” 
(EL). Only $1,500 in four days. 
“Set. York” (WB) and “Castle on 
Hudson” (WB) reissues). Oke 
$5,000 in 4 days. Last week, “Tar- 
zan’s Magic Fountain” (RKO) and 
“The Pearl” (RKO), modest $6,000. 





A. M. Loew Ganders 
Europe for Metro 


Arthur M. Loew, Metro's veepee 
in charge of the foreign field, 
planed to France over the week- 
end for a couple of weeks. 

Loew is inspecting Continental 
operations during his stay in Eu- 

; rope. 


Los Angeles, March 22. 

Ideal spring weather is cutting 
into weekend theatre takes here 
_this week, with nothing outstand- 
,ing in firstrun combos. “Mother Is 
Freshman” shapes pleasing, but 
nothing more at $49,000 in four 
houses. Same applies to “Family 
| Honeymoon,” which is getting $36.,- 
000 in five spots. 

“Bad Boy” is strong at down- 
town Orpheum, but light to okay 
in other four houses, with $36,000 
for five spots. “Red Pony” is on 
just okay in two Paramounts with 
$25.000. Good second week of $30.- 
000 looms for “Knock Or Anv 
Door” at two locations. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Ha- 
waii, Hollywood Music Halls (Prin- 
Cor) (834: 902; 1,106; 512: 55-$1)— 
“Lucky Stiff’ (UA) and “Riders 
Pines” (Col): Slight $13,000 or 
near. Last week, “Cover-Up” 
(UA) (2d wk), $13,200. 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2.048; 2.404: 1,248: 
1,719; 60-$1)—‘Mother Is Fresh- 
man” (20th) and ‘“‘Lone Wolf and 
Lady” (Col), Pleasing $49,000. 
Last week, “Letter Three Wives” 
(20th) and “Henry, Rainmaker” 
(Mono) (3d wk-8 days), $27,100. 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2,344: 60-$1)— 
“South St. Louis” (WB) (2d wk’. 
Fair $29,000. Last week, just good 
$43,700. 


Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097: 2.296: 60-$1) 
—Sun Comes Up” (M-G) and 
“Bribe” (M-G) (2d wk). Medium 
$26,000. Last week. good $47,600. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210: 60-$1) 
—'*Bad Boy” (Mono) and “Joe Pa- 
looka in Big Fight” (Mono). Strong 
$19,000 or better, but just okay 
$36,000 for 5 theatres where day- 
dating. Last week, “Boy Green 
Hair’ (RKO) and “Gun Smug- 
glers” (RKO) (2d wk-5 days), $6,- 
900 here, with $14,400 total in 4 
houses. 


Pantages, RKO Hillstreet (Pan- 
RKO) = (2,812: 2,890; 50-$1)— 
“Knock Any Door” (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col) (2d wk). 

(Continued on page 18) 





‘Heart’ Fast $18,000 in 
Frisco; ‘Beal’ Boffo 176, 
‘Door’ $22,000, ‘Sun’ 146 


San Francisco, March 22. 
Despite St. Patrick’s parade up 
Market street on Sunday (20), biz 
is holding well here this week. “So 
Dear to Heart” shapes big at 





-Golden Gate while “Nick Beal” 


is heading for sock St. Francis 
session. “Knock On Any Door” 
looks big at Orpheum, backed by 
major ad and promotional cam- 


paign. “Red Stallion in Rockies” 
is doing nicely at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 
60-95’\—“‘Dear to Heart” (RKO) and 
“Gun Smugglers” (RKO). Big 
$18,000 or over. Last week, “Clay 
Pigeon” (RKO) plus Red Skelton 
onstage, tremendous $52,000 at 
upped scale. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)— 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th) and 
“High Fury” (UA) (2d wk). Fair 
$10,500 in 5 days. Last week, big 
$22,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2.656; 60-85)— 
“Sun Comes Up” (M-G) and “Act 
of Violence” (M-G). Fine $14,000. 
Last week, “Chicken Every Sun- 
day” (20th) (2d wk), $11,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 
“Red Stallion Rockies” (EL) and 
“Shamrock Hill” (EL). Nice 
$13,000 or close. Last week, “Sgt. 
York” (WB) and “Castle on Hud- 
son” (WB) (reissues), husky 
$17,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Nick Beal” (Par). Sock $17,000. 
Last week, “Whispering Smith” 
(Par) (4th wk), $10,500. 

Orpheum ‘No. Coast) 
55-85) —"“Knock On Any 


(2,448: 
Door” 


| (Col) and “Gallant Bess” (EL). Big 


$22,000. Last week, “Fighting 
O'Flynn” (U) and “Gay Amigo” 
(UA), okay $12,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
85-$1.20) — “Enchantment” (RKO) 


(2d wk). Strong $8,000. Last 
week, $10,500. 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370; 


, $1.20-$2.40)—"“"Hamlet” (CU) (19th 


(Continued on page 18) 
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- Panic Ends for Pic Biz 


Continued from page I! 








that is accompanying a film-making 
resurgence. 

For those who want satistics, 
there are plenty available to dem- 
onstrate that the ,industry is re- 
turning to something like normal- 
ity. It’s not figures that count so 
much, however, in this ease as it 
is a state of mind. A year ago, 
producers, directors, writers and 
distribs were deep in the dumps. 
A view of the world through 
smoked glasses wasn’t conducive 
either to making firstrate pictures 
or selling them. The specs are now 
beginning to take on that rose 
tinge again that caused Irving Ber- 
lin to note “There’s no business 
like ... ete.” 

It’s not that the domestic box- 
office or foreign situations have 
improved perceptibly over 1948 
Rather, time has been the chief 
protagonist in bringing about the 
realization of a new era. It has 
given the industry an opportunity 
to take a more objective view of 
the series of jabs and haymakers 
which sent it to the mat last year. 

Nevertheless, the statistical side 
of the picture is encouraging. Do- 
mestic boxoffice receipts have 
ceased the downhill ride that be 
gan in the spring of °47, The first 
10 weeks of this year have been 
about equal to those of 1948, while 
theatre profits in some Cases are 
better in light of operating econo- 
mies. 

On another hand, giving a tickle 
to producers and distributors—not 
to mention the all-important banks 
—is the strength of film rentals. A 
major phenomenon has been reg- 
istered by 20th-Fox (see story on 
page 5) with a better than 25% tilt 
in domestie returns on its product, 
due. largely to better quality pic- 
tures. 

The foreign field—which dealt 
the first postwar slug to the in- 
dustry—appears definitely to be on 
the comeback trail. International 
department toppers feel that the 
worst is over so far as restrictions 
and the freezing of coin abroad is 





concerned. With a general im- |! 


provement in the world economic 





——--- 





situations, dollar shortages are less 
acute and there should be a better 


Parent-Teachers In 


Renewing its demand for suit- 
able juve film fare, United Parents 
| Association at its third annual 





Juve Cleanup Drive 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 


Acting Commissioner of Narcotics G. W. Cunningham, in Washing. 
‘ton, defends the stand of his bureau in asking the State Dept. to with. 


| hold from exhibition in the U. S. two Canadian films on drug addicts 


|\“The Drug Addict” and ‘“Pay-Off in Pain.” Films sponsored by the 


chance to get added income from \Institute in New York over last | Canadian government as public documents, have had general release 


abroad. ! 
Among the most encouraging sit- 
uations foreign-wise is that in Eng- 


/weekend, threatened a “cleanup 


| campaign against the pix industry 


| 


|in Canada, as pertinent discussion on social evils. 
Cunningham, in forthcoming (March 26) issue of Saturday Review 
of Literature, writes, however: “The code of the motion-picture pro. 


land. The British have discovered | equalling in scope the recent drive | ducers and distributors prohibits presenting scenes of addiction and 


that taxes and quotas on Holly- 
wood’s product are not the sure 
cues to profits for their own in- 
dustry. As a result, the tax is off, 
the quota is coming down, there 


should be no more serious blows | 


to U. S. films from that quarter 
and the prospects are for gradually 


increasing income from England. | 


Since Britain is Hollywood’s major 
market abroad (60°), the greatest 
importance must be attached to 
any pickup there. 

In Hollywood, both majors and 
indies are on a production upbeat. 
Top studios, such as Warner 
Bros... whieh were completely 
closed down, have not only re- 
opened, but are prepping a flood ot 
scripts that should soon send film- 
making into a boom period. Exhib 
demand for product is acute, 
shelves are becoming bare and the 
bloom is wearing off the reissue 
peach. There should, as a result, 
be a call for steady output ahead. 

Indie producers, who came 
closest to being knocked flat by the 
combination of sinking domestic 


grosses and foreign restrictions, | 


are just starting to get going again. 


Banks and second-money men are 


hardly rushing them with bags of 
coin, but a well-established pro- 
ducer with a decent script and cast 
is again able to find financing. The 
would-be producers and promoters 
have been pretty well shaken by 
the readjustment, but there’s no 
wailing over that. 

Profits for the year should be 
good. Most of the companies have 
taken writeoffs on their wartime 
mistakes, the high-cost films made 
during the war have already been 
amortized and most of the product 
now going into release was made 
at more reasonable prices. So 
business only has to be as good in 
1949 as it was last year to result 
in a healthy pickup in net returns. 


against comic mags. Major concen- 

‘tration of UPA fire was directed 
|against the pix industry’s sluff-off 
of educational films and its alleged 
practice of “dishonest and mislead- 
| ing’ advertisements. 

The Assn., repping 285 parent- 
teacher groups with a total mem- 
bership of over 200,000, urged that 
some films, “‘obviously unsuited” 
for juve tastes, be labeled in na- 
tional ads as “adult films.” At 
same time, the UPA meved to set 
up a liaison unit to work with the 
major companies’ script depart- 
ments in turning out special kid 
pix. 

Television was seen as opening 
a new field for juve films by John 
Flory, indie producer and chair- 


similar features of the narcotic traffic. This position was arrived at 
‘independently by the industry. However, we are in entire accord with 
'it because of the lurid manner in which even the best-intentioned 
| vehicle of this type might be explointed. Once the bars were low. 
'ered, there would be no basis on which discrimination could pe 
| exercised.” 





In its search for college freshman mothers to tie in with its ballyhoo 
campaign on ‘Mother Is a Freshman,” 20th-Fox came up with a 46-year. 
'old grandmother in New York, a freshman at City College. In addition 
to getting the standard round of theatres and niteries awarded the 
other freshman mothers, she asked to be included in the final judging 
for “Miss All-American Freshman,” winner of which is to be awarded 
a trip to the Coast. Twentieth is now studying her qualifications to 
determine whether she is eligible. 

Four mothers in all were discovered by, 20th’s publicity department 
in N. Y. Each of them was treated to dinner at Billy Rose’s Diamond 
Horseshoe, attended the opening night of the “Freshman” picture at ° 
the Broadway Roxy and then went to the Copacabana nitery, where 
they were interviewed over the air by disk jockey Jack Eigen. 


William J. Heineman, Eagle Lion’s distrib veepee, throws some fur- 


man of the television committee of | ther light on the question of the effect of a film’s title on boxoffice. 


the eastern Screen Directors Guild. 
While regular distrib channels are 
not geared to handle such product 


| profitably, Flory said the flock of 


{kid programs on TV will be in the 
market for special film material. 


Padovani for ‘Concrete’ 
London, March 22. 


Lea Padovani, Italian actress 
who recently starred in Italian- 
made “The Outcry,” is being tested 
for the starring role in “Christ in 
Concrete,” adapted from Pietro Di 
Donato’s best-seller. Miss Pado- 
vani’s resemblence to Luise Rainer, 
who originally had been mentioned 
for the “Concrete” part, is said to 
be the reason for her getting test. 
Picture is soon to go into produc- 
tion at J. Arthur Rank’s Pinehurst 
studio. 

“The Outery” currently is in its 
ae week at Avenue Playhouse, 

a. 2 


Heineman ordered a number of test engagements for EL’s pic, “Hol- 
low Triumph,” under a new label of “The Scar” after b.o. returns on 
the original title proved only fair. Revenues jumped an average of 
40%, according to Heineman, and a permanent switch to the “Sear” 
label was ordered. In line with the new title, company has also shifted 
its ad emphasis to play up the action angle rather than the original 
stress on romance. 

New Swedish film, “‘Incorrigible.” containing some “highly realistic” 
scenes, is getting into the U. S. through the back door, making its bow 
this week in Los Angeles, where there is no local censorship. Under- 
stood one sequence wou]d be tossed out pronto if eyed by eastern cen- 
sors or the Legion of Decency Film’s backers expect a heavy pub- 
licity break in L. A. as a boxoffice buildup in towns outside California, 

Legal roles are getting a heavy play at Metro these days. with 
Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn playing attorneys in ‘“‘Man and 
Wife’; “‘Robert Taylor in “The Reformer and the Redhead”: Van John- 
son in “Please Believe Me,” and David Brian in “Intruder in the Dust.” 








Newsreel in Censorship Snarl 
eee CC Ot iniCM from page 2 — 
theatre newsreels over last week-| reason for the reels’ censorship 
end. was that they contained pictures of 

It’s understood that the actual: important naval installations, with 
Sees the President’s cottage as a con- 
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Another fine product A 


Lever Brothers Company ; 


pon Stars 


“ y 
My Lux Soap facials 
leave skin softer, smoother a tripod—and they gave it to 


spicuous landmark. According to 
Eben Ayers, assistant White House 
secretary, the action was not cen- 
sorship but only “following out a 
policy in which newsreel and photo 
people have cooperated right 
jalong.” Three still newspaper pho- 
|tographers, however, destroved 
} their pictures rather than let them 
i; by confiscated. 


Truman gets an ‘Oscar’ 
Washington, March 22. 
They invented a new “Oscar” 
here last Saturday, a lenser grind- 
ing away at a newsreel camera on 


President Truman for the. “best 


says JANE WYATT , performance of the year.” 


Here’sa proved complexion care! In 
recent Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin 
specialists, actually three out of four 
complexions improved in a short time. 

“It’s wonderful the way Lux Soap 
care really makes skin lovelier,”’ says 
Jane Wyatt. “I smooth the fragrant 
lather well in. As I rinse and pat with 
a soft towel to dry, skin takes on 
fresh new beauty!” 

You'll love the generous new bath 
size Lux Toilet Soap, too—so fra- 
grant, so luxurious! 


Starring in 
Allied Artists’ _ 









_ “BAD BOY: 









| Surprise presentation featured 
the annual dinner to the Presi- 
dent by the White House Photogra- 
phers Assn. Climaxing the eve- 
ning, George Dorsey, Warner-Pathe 
rep, and newly inducted president 
{ot the lensers organization, an- 
{nounced that the reelers had 4 
'little award to make. Lights went 
out in the big ballroom and a 
screen came down on stage. Then 
there was flashed a complete edi- 
tion of the Truman speech imitat- 
ing H. V. Kaltenborn on Jan. 19 
at the Electoral College dinner. 
That newsreel feature was widely 
hailed; it featured the delighted 
President ribbing H. V. for insist- 
ing through most of Election night 
that it was in the bag for Dewey. 
Then the lights went up and 
Dorsey presented the new “Oscar,” 
cast in bronze, to Mr. Truman. 
Head table guests at the dinner 
included: Barney Balaban, Spyros 
Skouras, Nate J. Blumberg, Harry 
Kalmine, William Rodgers of 
Metro, Eric Johnston; Norman 
Moray, president of Warner-Pathe 
News; Al J. Richards, head of 
Paramount News; Edmund Reek, 
producer of Movietone: Mike Clo- 
fine, head of News of the Day; and 
Tom Mead, of Universal Newsreel. 
Nearly 800 were packed at the 
tables, including a long fist of 
guests from the motion picture 
home offices in New York 
Because of illness, Red Skelton 
was forced to bow out of the enter 
tainment, but remainder of the 
bill hit a very fast pace under the 
emeceeing of Jack Carson, Others 
included Betty Hutton, Billy De 
Wolfe, Dick Haymes, Gertrude 
Niesen, Liberace and Marina 
Koshetz. 
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All Utah joins in. festivities. Official car 
carries Secretary of State Heber Bennion 
Ann Blyth and Tracy Barham. v.p. and gen 
mgr. of Intermountain Theatres 
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War's End Brings Pix Hypo to Israel; 
New Houses, Studios, Production Seen 


‘Hamlet’s’ India Record 


Madras, March 15. 
| J. Arthur Rank’s “Hamlet” has 
broken all records in Madras for 
either a foreign or Indian picture. 
Released at the local Globe, it col- 
‘lected $5,000 for first week, and 





Tel-Aviv, March 15. * 


There are today 68 cinemas in 
Israel. Of these, there are 10 
houses in Haifa, six houses in 
Jerusalem and 11 houses in Tel- 
Aviv. The seating capacity of the 
cinemas in key cities varies be- 
tween 800 and 1,200. Those in 
suburbs, colonies and smaller vil- 
lages run between 200 and 600. 
With a few exceptions, all cinemas 
are owned by individual owners. 
There are only four circuits of 
which the owner owns more than 
one cinema. 

Lowest admission price average 
is 35c., while the highest is $1.15. 
Seats are numbered and there are 


no continuous shows. The pro- 
grams shown consist of 55% 
American product, 20% Russian 


product and 25% French, Italian 
and British films. 

Since the war only four new 
cinemas have been built, but now 
it is expected that building of new | 
houses all over the country will 
start in a big way. The lack of | 
sufficient cinemas is noticed espe- | 
cially in Tel-Aviv where out of 11 | 


cinemas only six are first-run 
houses. 
In Israel, the eight American 


companies—Metro, 20th-Fox, Para- 
mount, Warners, RKO, United 
Artists, Universal. and Columbia— 
have their own officers or repre- 
sentatives. Each company imports 
approximately 20-25 pictures every 
year. Other American product, 
such as Republic, Monogram, PRC, 
etc., is being distributed by in- 
dependents who purchase the films 
in the U. S. directly for distribu- 
tion in Israel. A large percentage 
of playing time goes to the Rus- 
sian pictures (state controlled) 
which are very popular, since a 
large part of Israel’s population 
speaks Russian. 

Three British companies, Eagle 
Lion. Alexander Korda Productions | 
(British Lion) and Associated Brit- , 
ish Pathe, are distributing their 
product through permanent dis- 
tributors in Israel. French, Italian 
and other foreign productions are | 
being distributed by independents | 
who purchase their films directly 
from the producers. 

Production Not Exploited 

The production field, with its 
special difficulties, has not been 
exploited fully. So far, five full | 
features (documentaries and semi- 
documentaries) have been pro- 
duced by various Palestinian and 
foreign producers. Apart from the 
full features, a large amount of 
documentary shorts and newsreels | 
were produced. The subject of | 
these films dealt mainly with 


life in communal settlements, the | each picture will lend capital at films exhibited in the Finnish capi-| 
6% interest to Italian producers tal last year, the great bulk of made “Legend of Faust,” according 


plight of refugees and the like. 


_be shortsighted. 


| promises to garner as much for 
| second week. It plavéd at Calcutta 
| Lighthouse for four weeks, which 


ids! 
P ar k Those Gats, Kids! |is a record run, and at Bombay 


Johannesburg, March 8. | al for thr reeks 
All children under 12 attending | yp teed al however, clipped 
matinee performances at the East 60 feet of the film where Hamlet 
Rand cinema, ‘near Johannesburg), | soliloquizes. College professors 


must leave their toy pistols, dag- i. oo high-handed 
gers and tomahawks at the box- | ‘nought thig action Rign-aes ‘ 





office, following fights inside be- | 


tween rival gangs. 


° ™ | e 
"Feud has been brewing cor some Tadian Producers 
. 
Vs. Foreign Dub 


McCoy and opposition gang rooting | 
for his screen oponents, “The 
Black Bandit of Arizona.” Film 
duels were duplicated in the cin- | 
ema and only quelled by interven- | 


tion of ushers, resulting in present | 





Madras, March 15. 
The Motion Picture Producers 
| Assn. of India has sent a long mem- 
| orandum to the Government of In- 
dia, requesting protection from 


edict. 


Italo-U.S. Accord 
| Association estimates, on basis of 
é @ 9 | grosses made by the Hindi version 
Held to Be Fa lof “Thief of Baghdad,” each dubbed 
| English picture would rob India of 


| total estimated grosses on four In- 

American film men view the, dian pictures. And in playing time, 

agreement reached with the Italian | about a third of the total time 
government during the past few | available for Indian pictures. 

weeks as a fair and advantageous | 

compromise. While the Yanks will | hibitive 

have to deposit 2,500,000 lire ($4,-| versions of foreign pictures and 





347) for each film imported, the | also a levy of excise duty on for-| 


Italians have agreed to forego! eign pictures dubbed into Indian 


onerous taxes and quota restric- | languages in India. These sugges- 

tions which were pending. | tions are made only if total ban is 
The money that the Americans not considered advisable by the 

put on deposit—it is repayable in | Indian government. 

10 years without interest—will be | 


used to build up the Italian film | fied, since 1944, 27 foreign pictures 


‘industry would grow in any case, | dubbed into or narrated in Hindi. 


by the Yank film men on that Soviet film has been dubbed 
basis. They think that the Italian Tamil. Of these 27 pictures, 
industry would grow in any case, | 14 belong to Russian producers; 12 
and that efforts to stop it would to American and one to British pro- 
iducers. Metro owns nine dubbed 
New plan, which was discussed | versions and RKO three dubbed 
by the Italian cabinet last week versions. It’s too early, however, 
and is expected to be passed by |to predict course which would be 
the Constituent Assembly shortly, | taken by Indian government. 
calls for the issuance to each im- 





ter aking his 2,500,000 | pr 
fre deposit of a certificate author- Finland Gets Strong Dose 


izing him to unblock immediately | 
from his frozen funds the equiva- | 
lent of 2,500,000 lire at the a 
rate. 

Whatever other coin a company | 
has frozen it ean attempt to get out | 
in the normal course of business. 
This includes investment in Italian 


Of Russ Pix. But U.S. Stil 
Ahead, England Next 


Helsinki. March 8. 
Political accord between Fin- 
land and Russia is reflected in a 


‘production and such arrangements | flock cf Soviet films which poured 


as have been made with Catholic into this country last year, in con- 
and Jewish charities which use trast to the relatively few Soviet 
dollars collected from Americans | pictures distributed in other Scan- 
to buy lire at an advantageous rate dinavian nations during the same 
for use in Italy. period. Some 29 Russian pix were 

Fund into which the Americans | shown at Helsinki theatres in 1948. 
pay the 2,500,000 lire deposit for | However, out of a total of 344 


| dubbed versions of foreign pictures. | 


The association suggests a pro-| 
import duty on dubbed | 


Bombay Censor Board has certi- | 


Paris Champagne Circuit Perks, 
~ Scenting Breeze of U.S. Tourists 





Republic’s Mex Deal. 


Mexico City, March 22. 

Booking for one year of Republic 
pix into the Cadena de Oro 
(Golden Chain), top local cinema 
circuit, was announced by Carl 
Ponedel, Republic manager here. 
This is Republic’s biggest deal in 
Mexico. Booking starts with “Wake 
of the Red Witch.” 

Circuit is showeased by the Cine 
Alameda, leading Mexico film- 
house, and comprises two other 
firstrun cinemas, four second and 
10 subsequent runs. Chain is 
|}owned-operated by Emilio Azcar- 








raga and associates, also big radio | 


owners-operators here. 


Reformed Venice 


Pix Festival Set 


Genoa, March 8. 

The Venice film festival this 
year is tentatively scheduled to 
take place from Aug. 12 to Sept. 1, 
with a new set of rules designed to 
eliminate much of the criticism 
encountered by last year’s festival. 

Much of the criticism was di- 
rected at the Italian Direzione per 
lo Spettacolo ‘agency which gov- 
erns all entertainment matters in 
| Italy, theatres, films, etc.), which 
allegedly abused its power in the 
case of Venice in several occasions, 
by insisting for example, that all 
|Italian pictures be given the pre- 
ferred evening showings. One 
| Italian picture, contrary to all 
' regulations, arrived on the last day 
| of the festival and was shown. 
| New regulations call for a nine- 
| man jury at Venice this year, of 








| which five members are Italian, | 


with one of the Italians presiding. 
Other changes call for only one 
feature film per show; abolition of 
| the rule that films must not have 
been shown outside country of 
| origin (they must not have been 
shown in Italy, however); films will 
be selected and invited by a jury 
of experts; reductions in the num- 
ber of prizes and the number of 
films; no _ special showings for 
newsmen and jury, ete. 


Rabinovitch Working On 
_.New Deal on Completion 


Of Columbia 3-Pix Setup 


Recent completion of his Italian- 





~six existentialist jitterbugs 


+ By ART BUCHWALD 


Paris, March 8. 

Nightclub owners in Paris have 
| just about stopped crying into 
‘their champagne buckets. Spring 
with its promise of warm weather. 
\chirping birds and rich tourists. 
has cheered up the bistro man. 
/agers, and they are looking for. 
| ward to a lucrative summer. 


| The little boites have been the 
| hardest hit by the Januar, and 
| February slump. Since a bottle 
of champagne costs 3,000 franes 
($7.50) at the big expensive niteries 
and the same price at an intimate 
place, French customers have been 
giving the larger ciubs the play. 

Most of the places are prepping 
new shows for the tourist trade. 
Pierre-Louis Guerin returned re. 
cently from the States, where he 
lined up his new show for the 
Lido, that opens in May. Guerin 
|is also preparing to reopen the 
Ambassadeurs in May. 

Josephine Baker, who recently 
took over tae Club des Champs 
Elysees and renamed it the Chez 
| Josephine Biker, is doubling be- 
tween the club and the new Folies 
Bergere revue, called ‘“‘Feerie Et 
Folies.”” The show incidentally re. 
|ceived mixed notices, with most 
of them ranging from not so good 
to pretty bad. 

Extravaganzas the Specialty 

The Bal Tabarin will maintain 
the same _ spectacle during the 
summer season, and will have a 
new spectacle ready for October. 
|The Bal’s biz has been good and 
_the show is colorful and brassy. 
Casino de Paris has an extra- 
'vaganza that. stars Claudine 
Cereda, Lucien Jeunesse and Pedro 
|De Cordoba. Bal Tab, Folies and 
| Casino will probably get the big- 
| gest tourist crowds and the sum- 
| mer months may find scalpers ask- 
ing three or four times the amount 
| for tickets. 

Favorite spots along the cham- 
|pagne circuit are Carrere, Casa- 
nova, Grands Seigneurs, Mon- 
| selgneurs, Chez Josephine Baker 
,and Club de |’ Opera. Aime Barelli 
|is the main attraction at Carrere 
,and the management has imported 
from 
|the left bank who have been the 
hit of the show. 

| Lucienne Boyer is at the Grands 
| Seigneurs and packs in a nostalgic 
|crowd that knew her when. Casa- 
|nova, Monseigneurs and Grands 
|Seigneurs have gypsy orchestras 
_ besides their regular dance bands. 
| These violinists move about the 
/rooms playing anything from Rus- 
/sian lullabies to “Ol’ Man River.” 
| Other clubs that are playing to 
‘full tables are the L’Aiglon, Big 
Ben, Nightclub and _ Florence. 


Main reason for the rather re-| UP to a maximum of 70% of their | product was supplied by the U. S., | to producer Gregor Rabinovitch, | Linda Stevens, American singer, 


stricted production in this country 
has been the lack of studio and 
laboratories facilities. Films could 
be photographed 
could not be developed properly 
and their sound could not be re- 
corded here. This had to be done 
abroad, mainly in the U. 8S. 

This difficulty should be over- 
come with the opening of a pro- 
jected studio owned jointly by an | 


American and Israeli company. It ©8M majors are sympathetic to the | 


in Israel but | 


/estimated budgets. 
| jointly by U. S. and Italian pro- 
| ducers may be similarly financed. 

Half of the interest received on 
| this money would be used for ex- 
'penses of management of the fund, 
| while the other half would be used 
ito establish an agency in New 
York for importation of Italian 
films into the U. S. ‘ 

One of the reasons the Ameri- 


‘nine more than in 1947. Others 
| were Britain, 33; France, 28; Swe- 
|den, 25; Finland, 16; Denmark, 
| four; _ Germany, . four; Austria, 
|three; Italy and Hungary two 
| apiece, and one each from Belgium 
'and Switzerland. 


NO ITALO ‘COMRADE’ 


Genoa, March 15. 
Title for the Clark Gable-Hedy 





is expected that this studio will | deposit system is a feeling that it | Lamarr starrer, “Comrade X,” now 
have all the technical facilities and | Will keep out inferior films which going into general release in Red- 


should be ready by the middle of | 
1950. Outlook for film production | 
in Israel will be bright then, since | 
scenery, climate, ete., of Israel, | 
which are very similar to Califor- | 
nia, are most suitable for film pro- | 


duction. 


There exist three associations 
representing the film industry in 


Israel. They are (1). branch of 4 


Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
representing the eight major com- | 
panies; (2), Assn. of Independent | 
Distributors; (3), Assn. of Ex- 
hibitors. 


Metro’s Rritish Contest 


London, March 22. 


Metro has completed plans with 
Kinematograph Weekly for a na- 
tional showmanship contest among 
British exhibs as part of the com- 





pany’s 25th anniversary campaign. | 


Sir Alexander King, prez of the 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn.:: 
D. J. Goodlatte, managing director 
of Associated British Cinemas; and 
A. L. Carter. editor of the mag, 
will serve as judges. 

Contest runs from April 3, °49- 
March 31. °50. Total awards will 
come to $2,000. 


have flooded the market and 
caused a hard time for the better 
pix. Fly-by-nights are said to 


have accounted for a good number | 


of the approximate 800 films im- 
ported in 1948. 


S. Africa Salary Freeze 
To Affect U. S. Talent 


Cape Town, March 15. 
South African Treasury has is- 





sued a statement that remittances | 


to non-sterling areas to cover the 
engagement of musicians, singers, 
boxers, wrestlers and others, will 
be severely curtailed in line with 
the government’s policy of re- 
stricting dollar exchange. 

Anybody wishing to enter into a 
contract with any American per- 
former to come to the Union for 
entertainment purposes, has first 
to submit an application to the 
Exchange Control to ascertain 
whether dollars will be 
available. 

This literally means that very 
few American artists or legit 
shows can now be inked for South 
African engagements, and _ the 
Union will have to rely on British 


sources for its entertainment, 


made | 


| conscious Italy, has been changed. 


| It’s now “Corrispondente X” 
(“Correspondent X’’) instead of 
“Compagno X.” 

seemed 











Current London Shows — 


London, March 22. 
“Adv. Story,” James (1). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (94). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (100). 
“Belinda Fair,” Sav. (1). 
“Browning,” Phoenix (28). 
“Cage Peacock,” Cambridge (50) 
“Edward, My Son,” Lyric (95). 
“Foolish Gent’w'n,” Duch. (4). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (52), 
“Harvey,” Wales (12). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (8). 
“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (14). 
“Torch to Touch,” Savoy (6). 
“Kid From Strat.,” Wint. (25). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (1). 
“Lilac Time,” Maj. (5). 
“Miss Mabel,” Strand (17). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (99). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (16). 
“Oranges & Lemons,” Globe (8). 
“Perfect Woman,” Play. (28). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (15). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (102). 
“Wild Duck,” St. Mart. (19). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (100). 








Pictures made | which was represented with 196, | 





| 


marks the final film in a three-| as been the favorite at L'Aiglon 
picture distribution deal with Co-| for over nine months. The Night- 
lumbia. Under the original agree- | club owes its success to June Riche 
ment the American company not ™ond, American Negro singer who 
only released the trio of operatic Shakes the walls nightly at this 
pix but financed 75% of their pro-| intimate spot. Arthur Briggs and 
duction. Aside from “Faust,” the his orchestra are at Florence, a 
threesome incliided “The Lost Montmartre nitery that is almost 
One” (“Traviata”) and “The Eter- | 8S popular now as it was before 
e war. 





} 


| 
} 





nal Melody.” | 


Now in the U. S. for a five- | 





iy negotiating with Columbia to CANTINFLAS DROPS 456 


work out another 
financing arrangement. Upon his 


return to Europe he expects to| 


start production in Italy on “Tales 


of Hoffman” and also plans shoot-| 


ing a film in France with Danielle 
Darrieux. Latter pieture would 
be made in both French and Eng- 
lish versions. 


distribution- | 


___ IN ‘BONJOUR MEXICO’ 


| Mexico City, March 22. 

, Cantiflas (Mario Moreno) dis- 
‘closed that he lost $45,000 (U. S.) 
in. importing “Bonjour Mexico,” 
French revue, which he staged in 
two editions at the Teatro Iris. The 


One of the first American pro-, first edition, in which he starred, 
ducers to turn out pictures in Italy opened December 23; the second 
after the war, Rabinovitch declared | edition closed March 15. 


in New York last week that costs 
have gone up at least 50% during 


the past two years. He attributed | 


the spiral as- primarily due to in- 


‘| creased outlays for labor and ma- 
terials, coupled with a serious pow- 


er shortage that has 
shooting schedules. 
tory facilities 
problem. 


Mex Symph Sunk 


Mexico City, March 15. 


disrupted 
Poor labora- 
present another 





Symphonic Orchestra of Mexico | 
has been disbanded after 21 years | 


functioning because, according to 


its conductor, Carlos Chavez, its 
mission (giving Mexico real sym- 
phonie music) has been fulfilled. 

_ Laborites claim, however, that 
it’s due to a deadlock between 
Chavez and the tooters’ union over | 
pay and working scales. 





Comic said that he likes produc- 
ing shows, and that he plans doing 
an all-Mexican revue for presenta- 
tion in Europe. He is currently 
presenting Ana Maria’s Spanish 
Ballet, which he imported from 
Havana, and which opened at the 
Iris, March 18. The comedian 15 
also scheduled to make a film. 


Weiatt’s 8-Wk. Swing — 
| Thru Latin America 


Robert Weiatt, Latin America 
supervisor for J. Arthur Rank, 
shoves off April 4 for an eight- 
week swing through Central an 
South America. Weiatt will visit 





Mexico, Panama, Colombia, Vene 
zuela, Trinidad, Puerto Rico af 
Cuba. 

Exec for Rank works out of the 
| Britisher’s New York office. 
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The roof’s off...and the riot’s on...as Marjorie Main 
and Percy Kilbride—Ma and Pa Kettle in person — 
lead a Hollywood troupe into Kansas City for a series 
of celebrations to be climaxed by the March 24th 
world premiere of U-I’s hilarious sequel to “The Egg 
and I” in a three-theatre opening at the Uptown, Tower 
and Fairway...and a 50-city territorial premiere 
in Missouri and Kansas tieing in the Fox Midwest 
circuit and other leading theatres. 

The whole town’s cooking with the “Kettles” as the Mayor pro- 
claims official ‘Ma and Pa Kettle Week,” setting off a promotion 
that leaves no “Kettle” unturned. 

Month-long,, city-sponsored “Ma and Pa Kettle World’s Cham- 
pionship Square Dance Contest”! 

Spring Fashion Festival with parades, window displays, news- 
paper ads and territorial “Miss World Premiere Contest”! 


Radio interviews with Marjorie Main, Percy Kilbride, Meg Ran- 
dall, Richard Long and other visiting Hollywood personalities. 





“THE LIFE OF RILEY’ in Cincinnati 
and “RED CANYON” in Salt Lake City. 


NOW WATCH IT HAPPEN AGAIN IN KANSAS CITY! 
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office consists of Edwin W. Aaron, 
who recently moved into the 20th 
sales hierarchy after many years 
at Metro; Martin Moskowitz and 
Frank Carroll. Aaron is circuit 
sales manager, Moskowitz exec as- 
sistant to Smith and Carroll home 
office sales analyst. 

Previously at Fox, as at other 
companies, all but the contracts for 
the most important houses were 
okayed by district and division 
managers. Skouras is understood 
to feel, however, that some of these 
men were letting deals_ slide 
through calling for too little rental. 
One exee declared that some of the 
regional chiefs were “giving away 
the company.” 

New Formula 

Lichtman said that in his drive 
for more equitable film rentals he 
would attempt to evolve a new 
formula. He is credited as having 
developed during his tenure as 
sales exec at Metro the sliding- 
scale terms now widely used by a 
number of companies. He listed 
two highly unusual rental plans he 
had in mind (see box herewith) and 
said, in addition, he and Smith 
would attempt to push up 
maximums in present sliding-scale 
deals. Top. percentage that the 
distrib can earn should be higher, 
Lichtman declared, on the theory 
that when the gross gets over a 
certain point, the picture is 100% 
responsible. 

These plans will be discussed 
with exhibs in every exchange city 


— 


Trip Co-op Spending 

Queried regarding the com- 
pany’s attitude on cooperative 
advertising, 20th-Fox sales 
chief Ardy Smith declared he 
plans to stick to the present 
policy of trimming co-op 
spending as far as possible. 
“Cooperative advertising,” he 
declared, “usurps the right of 
theatreowners to advertise as 
they want. Theatreowners 
should run their own _ busi- 
ness.” 

Charles Einfelc, pub-ad top- 
per, added that instead of hav- 
ing field exploitation men, 20th 
would build up a strong home- 
office staff which would be 
sent out on spot missions as 
required. 





~— Lichtman’s Rental Drive 


Continued from page 5 


the | 





_ 





during the current tour, Lichtman 
declared. He said he hoped to 
evolve a formula “under which we 
and the exhibitor can both live 
happily.” 

Smith at this point asserted: 
“We have an open mind. We want 
to talk over with the exhibitors 
their problems and our. problems. 
We will make no threats. We want 
to go to the grass roots for 
opinions.” 

Smith added that the company 
has no objection to selling flat 
rental deals if prices “can be 
worked out proportionate to the 
grossing potentialities of the the- 
atre.” Lichtman added that he 
thought at least 6,000 accounts 
throughout the country should be 
sold on no other basis, since their 
income was too small to make 
checking worthwhile. 

In addition to 0.0.ing personnel 
and meeting with exhibs, Lichtman 
and Smith during their tour will 


ers and public officials as a public 
relations move for the industry, it 
was disclosed by pub-ad_ v.p. 
Charles Einfeld. In this regard 
Lichtman declared that he thought 
the industry relationship with the 
public was as poor as at any time 
in his 40 years in the business. 
“Too many people take delight in 
disparaging films—including many 
of us in the industry,” he de- 
clared. 
Other Points 

Other points made by Lichtman 

were: 


“One of the industry's problems | 
now is the lack of enthusiasm it 


used to have. That may be solved 
by giving the young fellows a 
chance. Some of us are too old. 
The industry was built by youth 
and they must get back into it all 
along the line.” 

“It is more difficult now to make 
pictures than it used to be because 
so many films have already been 
made that it is hard to find fresh 
ideas.” 

“A higher number of quality pic- 
tures are being made now than 
ever in the past. Hywever, that 
has been accompaniéd by an ever- 








increasing rise in public taste. The 
| potter pictures are, the better the 
| public Gemands they be.” 
“I’m not worried about television 
being important competition. As 
a matter of fact, most television 
'shows are so bad they’re driving 
| patrons into theatres. In any case, 
| television may prove a boon to the 
‘picture business when it develops, 
| because who is better able to make 
‘films for it than we?” 
Lichtman and Smith headed for 





Boston as the first city on their 
tour. They'll follow with New| 
Haven and Philly. Accompanying 
them is Sam Shain, exhibitor rela- 
tions chief. 


McCarthy 


Continued from page 2 




















tossed away the script and began 
ad libbing. He knew the only 
thing he got a response to was the 
name of a film star. So he ended 
every line by shouting as loudly 
as he could “Sonja Henie,” “Gin- 
ger Rogers,” etc. Result each time 
was a cheer from the mob. 


Background noise was so great 
that for the first seven or eight 
minutes, the show was almost un- 
‘intelligible. Finally, the feed was 
cut off entirely for better than 10 
minutes when, according to NBC, 
something happened to the lines 
between Houston and Chicago and 
ghost voices from regular tele- 
phone customers began coming in. 
It was being fed through KPRC 
here and some resentment by sta- 
tion personnel because of NBC’s 
sending in its own technical crew 
to the hotel did not add to the 
amicability. 
| William Howard, Miss Lamour’s 
husband, who was handling details 
'of the show, and Wauhillau Lahay, 
of the N. W. Ayer agency, which 
has the account, knew the program 
had been off the air and rushed 
{cne star out of the room before 
‘she could discover that fact when 
jher stint was over. Needless to 
say, she was plenty upset anyhow, 
'but went bravely through the 
;melee of the broadcast. 

Dorothy Shay, who is entertain- 
ing at the hotel for its initial two 
weeks, (‘see Night Club Reviews), 
| was another victim of a mishap, 
albeit a more or less humorous 
(one. By sheer dint of personality 
|and her sophisticated pseudo-hill- 
| billy songs she had the crowd quiet 
|and attentive when suddenly the 
| voice of another gal singer began 
drifting over the p.a. system. Russ 


eriticism of the distributor’s atti- 


Morgan’s band was playing in an- | 


other room in the hotel and the 
|loudspeaker setups got mixed up, 
|with the result that the voice of 


'Morgan’s femme vocalist was being | 


| piped into the Emerald Room. 
| Miss Shay, a cool trouper, stopped 


her own warbling and wisecracked | 


| her way through what seemed an 
;age until the competition was 
eliminated. 

Mayor Caught in the Mob 


YOUNGSTEIN WANTS NEW 
SYSTEM FOR CO-OP ADS 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
My statement in the March 16 
issue of VARIETY indicated only my 


tude towards exploitation and co- 
op advertising. I also criticized 
the exhibitor’s attitude but that 
phase didn’t hit print. In sub- 
stance, what I said was that ex- 
hibitors had also yelled tor more 
showmanship but had cut their 
publicity and advertising staffs and 
reduced their house advertising 
budgets as well as their co-op con- 
tribution. 

I feel the entire present | 
method of arriving at co-op sharing 
figures could be junked; that the 
proper method in my opinion was 
for the exhibitor and distributor | 
to first arrive at the proper amaunt 
necessary to give the picture best 
results in a key situation. The} 
picture should then be played and 
the cost of the co-op campaign 
could be borne in exactly the same | 
ratio from the first dollar as the 
earnings of the percentage deal 
was shared. 

If it is true, as often stated, that 
the exhibitor and the distributor | 
are partners on a percentage deal, 
then it would be fair for them to 
share the expenditures in the same 
ratio as income. 

Max E. 
(V.P. in charge of 
Eagle Lion). ° 


UA Sale 


.__ Continued from page 3 





Youngstein, 
ad-publicity, 











lin since it would be a cash trans- 
action. Fabian-Gamble and Nasser 
deals both call for relatively small © 
amounts of cash being paid to the 
owners, with the rest of the pur- 
chase fee represented by notes. 
This is understood to be satisfac- 
tory to Miss Pickford, since it 
would permit her to retain an in- | 
terest—even if a silent one—in the 
company, but Chaplin is anxious to | 
divest himself of the whole thing 
as completely as possible. 

Skouras, it has been learned, has | 
been highly active behind the | 
scenes in the Fabian-Gamble nego- 
tiations. What part he intends to 
play if they should gain control of 
UA isn’t quite clear, but it is as-| 
sumed that he is looking forward | 
to possible eventual split of the- 
atres and production of 20th under 
an anti-trust consent decree such | 
as recently entered into by Para- | 
mount. 

Another angle that is understood | 
to be a distinct possibility is that 
the Nasser brothers might join with 
Fabian and Gamble in a deal for | 
UA. Fabian and Gamble propose. 
to take in a large number of the- 
atre circuit owners as partners and 
Nassers would fit in on that basis 
as well as being operators of a 
studio. 

Chaplin holds an option on Miss 
Pickford’s stock until April 21 and 














_ Kelly is thus in a position to make | 


Shares of UA. 


Not only was McCarthy’s own) 


| seat swiped during the early bed- 
‘lam, but the mayor and his wife 
/were caught in the mob for an 


/hour, only to find there was no 


table for them when they got in. 
Next day, McCarthy who’s not ex- 


actly popular in Houston at best. 


_and whose business acumen out- 


Hizzoner’s frau: 
“I was never before in my life 


shines his grammar, declared of. 
also lunch with press, civic lead- | 


cussed out like that by a lady, | 


which I'm sure she is.” 
Torchlight parade of the stars 


the following night (Friday) to the | 


two theatres day-and-dating the 
preem af “The Green Promise” 
went without a hitch under the 
highly - professional guidance of 
RKO's vet exploitation chief, Terry 
Turner. It was in perfect contrast 
to the hotel events and drew some 
350,000 people to Houston’s streets 
| and $10,640 to the two theatres for 
the one show at $4.50 per ducat. 


Players _in town were Sonja 
Henie, Ginger Rogers, Miss La- 
mour, Edgar Bergen, Maureen 


O'Hara, Joan Davis, Pat O’Brien, 
Constance Moore, Robert Preston, 
Robert Ryan, Ruth Warrick, Van 
Heflin, Walter Brennan, 
Drew, Ward Bond, Peggy Cum- 
mins, Chester Morris, Stan Laurel 
Robert Paige, J. Carroll Naish, 
Andy Devine, Rhonda Fleming, 
MacDonald Carey, Wally Ford, Vir- 
ginia Grey, Dennis O'Keefe, Gale 
Storm, Alan Hale, Leo Carillo, 
Hugh Herbert, Don “Red” Barry, 
Bruce Cabot and Natalie Wood. 
| ; Herb. 


’ 


Ellen | 


_iversary year. 


a deal for all the outstanding 








Sales Battle 


Continued from page 5 


big films annually. Col is now set 
to make a real bid this year to} 
take advantage of the topsy-turvy 
theatre market. On orders of 
Harry Cohn, company prez, Colum- 
bia will release 14 ordinarily AA 
films before the year is up. This. 
plan places the company in a po- | 
sition to challenge the Big Five at | 
the sales end. 
Slated for release this year by | 
Col are “Jolson Sings Again,” | 
“Anna Lucasta,”’ “All the King’s 
Men,” “Tokyo Joe’ (Humphrey 
Bogart starrer), “My Next Hus- | 
band” ‘(Rosalind Russell), “We're | 
Strangers” (Jennifer Jones-John | 
Garfield), “The Blank Wall” ‘(Wal- 
ter Wanger production starring 
Joan Bennett and James Mason), 
“Miss Grant Takes Richmond,” 
“The Secret of Treasure Moun- 
tain” (Ida Lupino) and “Johnny 
Allegro.” Four big ones already in 
release are “Knock On Any Door,” 
“The Dark Past,’ “The Walking 
Hills” and “Undercover Man.” 
Universal has suddenly upped its | 
releasing schedule to hit 28-30 pix 
plus four British offerings of J. 
Arthur Rank. Behind this move is 
also a bid to move into choice sit- 
uations opening up for the first 
time in many years. Metro also 
has boosted its slate and is intent 
on holding down preferred time as 
a way of marking its 25th anni- 








,and “Night Wind” (20th). 
able $9,500. Last week, ‘“Whisper- 
ing Smith” (Par) and “Dynamite” 
(Par) (2d wk), big $7,500. 


(3d wk). 


Picture 


TT 


Grosses 





LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 13) 


Good $30,000. Last week, hefty 
$47,400. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—"Red Pony” (Rep) arid “Angel 
in Exile” (Rep). ‘Just oke $25,000. 
Last week, “Whispering Smith” 
(Par) and “Dynamite” (Par) (3d 
wk), $16,000. 

United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) 
(2,100; 1.370; 60-$1) — “Family 
Honeymoon” (U) and “Valiant 
Hombre” (UA). 


atres where day-dating, Last week, 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) and 
6 day-dating 


with $32,700 for 


spots. 

Apollo, Palace (FWC-D’town) 
(743; 1,191; $1-1.80)\—‘Joan Arc” 
(RKO) (9th wk). About $2,000 in 
Apollo only. Ended Palace run 
after 12 weeks, one day, with $5,- 
800 last week both sites. 


El Rey (FWC) (861; 85-$1.25)— | 
“Paisan” (Indie) (5th wk). Opened | 
today (Tues.) after fine $7,400 last | 
| Up” (UA), $4,200. 


week. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘Don’t Take to Heart” (EL) and 
“Yank Comes Back” (Indie) (2d 


wk). Good $3,000. Last week, $3,- 
500. 

Fine Arts (‘FWC) (679: $1.20- 
| 2.40)—-"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (12th wk). 
Neat $9.000. Last week, about 
same. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20- 
2:40\—“Hamlet” (U) (21st wk). 
Near $5,500. Last week, nice $5,- 
800. 

Laurel (‘Rosener) (890; $1.20)— 
“Maniac” (Indie) and “Assassin” 
(Indie). Fair $2,000. Last week, 
“Pastorale” (Indie) (12th wk), $2,- 
300. 





‘PACIFIC’ PORTLY 156, 
PORT,, ‘SIREN’ $6,500 


Portland, Ore., March 22. 
“Canadian Pacific’ shapes stand- 
out with solid total at two theatres 
despite continued newspaper strike. 
“Siren of Atlantis” is faring okay. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 


—‘Siren of Atlantis’’ (UA) and 
“High Fury” (UA). Okay $6,500. 
Last week, “Gotta Stay Happy” 
(U) and “Act of Murder” (U), solid 
$10,000. 


Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85) — 
“Canadian Pacific” (20th) and “Pa- 


|role Inc,” (EL), day-date with Or- 


pheum. Fine $5,500. Last week, 
“John Loves Mary” (WB) and 
“Flaxy Martin” (WB), fast $4,000. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85) — 
“Canadian Pacific” (20th) and “Pa- 
role Inc” (EL), also Oriental. Solid 
$9,500. Last week, “John Loves 
Mary” (WB) and “Flaxy Martin” 
(WB), snappy $7,700. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— | 


(20th) 
Pass- 


“Chicken Every Sunday” 


United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85) — “Command Decision” (M-G) 
Okay $6,500. Last week, 
big $8,800. 


‘Heart’ Sturdy $8,500 In 
Omaha; ‘Mother’ $11,000 


Omaha, March 22. 

Disney’s “So Dear to My Heart” 
is drawing here again at Brandeis, 
and may hold. ‘Mother Is Fresh- 
man” at Paramount shapes fairly 
good. 
hurt biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,506; 16-65)— 
“Dear to Heart” (RKO) and “Load- 
ed Pistols” (Col). Very big $8,500. 
Last week, “Boy Green Hair” 
(RKO) and “Blackie’s Chinese 
Venture” (Col), surprisingly solid 
$7,800. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2.800: 16- 
65)—“Mother Is Freshman” (20th). 
Fine $11,000. Last week, “Whis- 
++ Smith” (Par), smash $15,- 





Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-. 


80)—“Love of Mary” (U) with 
Gene Krupa orch, others, onstage. 
Okay $18,000. Last week, “Night 
Has 1,000 Eyes” (Par) and “Sealed 
Verdict” (Par), ordinary $10,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Kissing Bandit” (M-G) and 
“Blackmail” (Rep). Strong $5,000. 
Last week, “Chicken Every Sun- 
day” (20th) and “The Judge” (FC), 


' $6,000 in § days, 








Herman-Torme Boosting 
‘Parole’ $18,000, Balto 


Baltimore, March 22. 

Not much activity here currently 
except at Hipp where “Parole, Inc.” 
is being boosted by Woody Herman 
and Mel Torme to strong session. 
“Dear to My Heart” is ace hold- 
over, with trim second week at the 
Town, 


Estimates ‘for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 20- 





Fairly good $20,-' 
000, with $36,000 total for 5 the-| 


“Law | 
Barbary Coast” (Col), oke $16,600, | 


Heavy storm over weekend | 


60)—“Bribe” (M-G). Getting some 
play at $14,000. Last week, “Fam- 
ily Honeymoon” (U) (2d wk), okay 
$10,400. , 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240. 
20-70)—“Parole, Inc.” (EL) plus 
Woody Herman orch, Mel Torme, 
heading stageshow. Strong $18,000. 
Last week, ‘“‘Walking Hills” (Col) 
and vaude, $13,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 20- 
60)—“‘Nick Beal” (Par). Fairish 
$10,000. Last week, “Life Riley” 
(U) (2d wk), solid $6,000 in 6 days, 

Mayfair ‘Hicks) (980; 20-65)— 
“Red Pony” (Rep). Not up to 
hopes, $5,000. Last week, “Cover- 


New (Mechanic) (1,800: 20-60)— 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th) (2d 


wk). Holding well at $9,000 after 
fine $13,400. 

| Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-75)~ 
“South St. Louis’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Down to $8,000 after all right $13.- 


300 opener. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 20-65) 
“Dear to Heart” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Trim $7,500 after $14,200 opening 
week. 


KANSAS CITY 


| (Continued from page 11) 
days. Last week, “Day of Wrath” 
(Indie), $1,200. 

Midland (‘(Loew’s) (3.500; 45-65)— 


“Enchantment” (RKO) and “Blon- 
die’s Big Deal’ (Col) Mild 
| $12,000. Last week, “Act of Vio- 


lence” (M-G) and “Dark Past” (Col) 
thin $7,000 in 5 days. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” ‘RKO) 
and “Embraceable You” (WB). So- 
so $10,000. Last week, “Dear To 
Heart” (RKO) and “Clay Pigeon” 
(RKO), $11,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“South of St. Louis’ (WB). Good 
$13,000. Last week, “Nick Beal” 
(Par), $10,000. 

Roxy ‘Durwood) (900; 45-65) — 
“Bad Men Tombstone” (Mono) and 
“Strike It Rich” (Mono). Firstruns 
doing average $3,000. Last week, 
“Girl Friday” (Indie) and ‘Pennies 
| Heaven” (Indie) (reissues), $2,000. 
' Tower—Uptown—Fairway ‘(Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043: 700; 45-65) 
'—‘“Down to Sea in Ships” (20th) 
| Leading town at okay $16,000. Last 
| week, “Life of Riley” (U), same. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 13) 
wk). Down to $5,500 after solid 
| $7,000 last week. 
| Clay (‘(Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
_“Don’t Take It To Heart" ‘EL). 
| Good $3,500. Last week, “Sym- 
phonie Pastorale” (Indie) (12th wk), 
strong $2,100. 





United Nations (FWC) (1.149; 
| 60-85)—"Paisan” (Indie) (2d wk). 
‘Smash $11,000 after $12,000 
opener. 











a Kingsberg Bid 


Continued from page 3 


| which sold control of the com- 
| pany to the producer. . 
| With Odlum holding back, it is 
‘believed that Kingsberg would 
| have the inside track on any deal 
to purchase the chain. While other 
-exhibs have indicated an interest 
in the circuit through inquiries 
with Merrill, Lynch, Pearce, Fen- 
‘ner & Beane, agents named by 
Hughes to accept bids, it is said 
that no hard cash offer has yet 
been made. 
One of the difficulties besetting 
a potential purchaser is the warl 
ness currently being displayed by 
banks and moneyed interests to 
wards theatre investments. Fact is, 
it is said, ‘hat bankrollers are still 
eyeing the film biz as a highly 
speculative venture, with possible 
television competition making the 
/moneymen all the more cagey- 
| Minimum cash required by the 
| deal would be $4,500,000—making 
the banks all the more necessary 
| to close the transaction. 
| RKO theatre stock is currently 
being quoted on over-the-counter 
‘sales at 414-419. At this price, 
Hughes’ holdings would be worth, 
roughly the $4,500,000 minimum 
figure set in his pact with Atlas. 
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SHE'S GIVING EVERYONE 
THE BUSINESS — NORTH — 
SOUTH - EAST and WEST! 


IT’S “A LETTER TO THREE 
WIVES” - “SITTING PRETTY” 
ond “WHEN MY BABY SMILES” 


TECHNICOLO 


ALL ROLLED INTO ONE - 


a showman’s best- 
friend is MOTHER! . 
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The Lovable ¢ tga 
-e than barely passable. Peggy 
Ann Garnet, the daughter; Richard 
Ney, poor bankclerk; Alan Mow- 
bray, butler; [ris Adrian, Ruggles 
wife, and others in the cast also 
fail to give the material a lift. 
Oswald directed and co-produced 
with Edward Lewis. He and Lewis 
aiso did the adaptation, while 
Lewis did the wordy script. Their 
work. both together and_ solo, 
misses on practically all counts 
with exception of production dress. 
Latter does obtain good sight val- 
ues for small budget, and the lens- 
ing by Paul Ivano gives the physi- 
cal dressing an expert display. Pic- 
ture is slowly paced, making the 76 
minutes’ running time seem unusu- 
ally long. Brog. 





The Lone Wolf and 
His Lady 
Hollywood, March 22, 


release of Rudolph C. Flo- 
Features Ron Randell, 
June Vincent, Alan Mowbray, William 
Frawley, Collette Lyons, Douglas Dum- 
brille, James Todd, Steven Geray. Robert 
H. Barrat. Directed by John Hoffman. 
Screenplay, Malcolm Stuart Boylan: story; 
Edward Dein; based upon story by Louis 
Joseph Vance; camera, Philip Tannura:; 
editor, James Sweeney. At Grauman’s 
Chinese. Hollywood, March 17, °49 Run- 
ing time, 60 MINS. 

Michael LenOerd....s.ss+-++.on Randell 
Grace Duffy June Vincent 


Columbia fF 
thow production. 


i Alan Mowbray 
Jamison ..— ...-eceesees Ali owb' 
Inspector Crane......+.- William Frawley 
Marta Frisbie ...-.--: Collette Lyons 
John J. Murdock...... Douglas Dumbrille 
Tanner ooo eee ae James Todd 
Van Groot: .......se0% Steven Geray 


teve SP Robert H. Barrat 
Fis her — Arthur Space 
Joe Brewster..... 
Bill Slovak 
St. Henderson......- 
L‘. Martin 
Tex Talbot 
Ava Rockling........-- 


Jack Overman 

Lee Phelps 
Robert B. Williams 
ee cree Fred Sears 
William Newell 


3 rge Tyne 
Paul Braud phe s,30 George 
sha ; ONIN ss 6e5.8060 Harry Hayden 
Shamus O’Brie My pes 


Wialte?. . cic ccssetsosecwss’ 





Latest entry in Columbia’s “Lone 
Wolf” series is a fast 60 minutes of 
cops-and-robbers adventuring. It 
answers all demands for the sup- 

orting market. 

4 ably fits 


Ron Randell the de- 


mands of the male half of the title, | 
| Autry, 


and June Vincent takes care of the 
distaff portion pertly. Other char- 
acters also are well realized in the 
scripting by Malcolm Stuart Bov- 
lan and the direction by John Hoff- 
man. , 

Randell finds himself in trouble 
when he takes on a newspaper as- 
signment to cover exhibition of a 
famous diamond. The gem disap- 
pears, he’s accused and has a hard 
time staying away from the police 
long enough to track down the real 
criminals. - 

It’s pleasant comedy melodrama, 
and abetting Randell and Miss Vin- 
cent are competent performances 
from Alan Mowbray, Collette 
Lyons. Douglas Dumbrille, Wil- 
liam Frawley, James Todd, Steven 
Geray, Robert H. Barrat and 
others. 

Nice budget production values 
have been furnished by Rudo!ph 
C. Flothow, and lensing by Philip 
Tannura gives them a good dis- 
play. James Sweeney did the tight 
editing. Brog. 


Rustlers 
(SONGS) 
Holiywood, March 22. 


RKO release of Herman Schlom produc- 
tion. Stars Tim Holt; features Richard 
Martin, Martha Hyer, Steve Brodie, Lois 
Andrews, Harry Shannon, Addison Rich- 
ards, Frank Fenton. Directed by Lesley 
Selander. Screenplay, Jack Natteford, 
Luci Ward; camera, J. Roy Hunt; editor. 
Frank Doyle. Tradeshown March 22, °49. 
Running time, 61 MINS, 





rer aes ee ‘ Tim Holt 
> Meee ee Richard Martin 
Rrth Martha Hye: 
Wheeler..... eonsee Steve Brodie 
Trixie Lois Andrews 
Sheriff..... Meer rit Harry Shannon 
ADDO. . cccccccccceses Addison Richards 
Carew ...cccccccccccccerss Frank Fenton 
BMT. ..0s cet necesees sarees Robert Bray 
| co 606666600004. SheaM Don Haggerty 
Hawkins... .....0seeeeere Monte Montague 
rrr rr Stanley Blystone 





“Rustlers” has a good giddan 
pace, plenty of action and Tim Holt 
sitting easy in the saddle to more 
than hold its own with the Satur- 
day matinee trade. It will satisfy 
in the western market. 

The oater plot has a twist or two 
to keep it interesting. It depicts a 
western racket wherein the heavies 
steal cattle, then ransom them back 
to the ranchers. Cattlemen finally 
rebel and mark some payoff bills 
to trap bad bovs. Tim Holt and 
partner Richard Martin get in- 
volved when they are given the 
marked money after a lucky win 
at roulette. Clearance of their 
good reputations is stymied long 
enough by a crooked sheriff for 
film to get in the proper amount 
of riding, shooting and fisticuffs. 

Holt does an expert job of the 
heroics and Martin takes care of 
lighter moments as his romantical- 
ly-inclined saddle-sidekick. Two 
comely femmes are played by Mar- 
tha Hyer and Lois Andrews, former 
as a rancher’s daughter and the 





Film Reviews 
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} 


| 
| 
| 


latter as a saloon chirp who sings | 
“Annabella” and “My Darling | 
Nellie Gray.” 
Contributing the expert dirty. 
work are Steve Brodie, Harry) 
Shannon and Frank Fenton. Addi- 
son Richards heads up the honest | 
ranchers, j | 
Lesley Selander’s direction of the 
Jack Natteford-Luci Ward story. 


| 


| daughter and a baker’s apprentice. 


The snobbery of the lowly bureau- 
crat, however, frustrates this affair 
until the clerk is fired. At the 
fadeout, the clerk not only agrees 
to his daughter’s marriage but also 
enters the bakery business. _ 
Uniformly fine characterizations 
give a sharp, yet sympathetic flavor 
to this serio-comic satire on petty 
officialdom. Carlo. Campanini 
gives a fully-rounded portrayal of 
the clerk's crushed personality. As 
his wife, Vera Carmi combines 
voluptuous looks to a sound per- 
formance as a vain and thoughtless 
woman. Gino Cervi, as the chief, 


keeps a strong hand on the reins, and Luigi Pavese, as an office man- 


and Herman Schlom has furnished , 
the proper production backing to 
make it go in its market. 





Brog. 

Riders of the Whistling 
Pines 
(SONGS) 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Columbia release of Armand Schaefer 
production. Stars Gene Autry; features 
Patricia White, Jimmy Lloyd, Douglas 
Dumbrille, Damian O’F lynn, Clayton 
Moore, Harry Cheshire. Leon Weaver, 
Cass County Boys, the Pinafores. Directed 
by John English. Screenplay, Jack Town- 
ley; camera, William Bradford; editor, 
Aaron Stell. At Hollywood Music Hall, 

March 16, 49. Running time, 72 MINS. 
Gene Autry Gene Autry 
Helen Cartel. o.o.cscecess Patricia White 


JOO TMORB. «25. cccvees Jimmy Lloyd 
Henry Mitchell........ Douglas Dumbrille 
Bill Wright..............Damian O’Flynn 
a TPES ree rrr Clayton Moore 


Harry Cheshire 
Leon Weaver 


Dr. Daniel Chadwick..... 
Abner Weaver........>> ; 


Lole WOAVEr...ccccccses _ Loie Bridge 
Jerry ean FOR SO ERE OSHS Jefry Scoggins 
PPOGIG o..c  c kc cccccccess Fred SS. Martin 
BOERS... 2 Hac cc bv ctesesess Bert Dodson 
3h ee eee Roy Gordon 
Charlie Carter.,.......-+: Jason Robards 
SEE... Chie pbs hon tere come Britt Wood 
DA GIOTIER ., sss iea'e 00 00 eras shae Len Torrey 


“Riders of the Whistling Pines” 
does. not measure up to usual: ac- 
tionful Gene Autry oatuners. Pace 
is slow and footage is long. Making 
bect showing are vocaling of stand- | 
ard range tunes by Autry, the Cass 
County Boys and the Pinafores, but 
in between film lacks suspense and 
excitement. 

This time Autry is mixed up in 
a plot that has the heavies spread- 
ing destruction in a timber stand 
watched over by the forestry de- 
partment. Plot goes awry, of 
course, when Autry steps in. Vil- 
lains poison cattle and blame it on 
who has already been 
framed for a killing. Hero is saved 
from a final deathtrap when his | 
friend dives a plane into the am- 
bush where the heavies are waiting 
to do Autry in, the forest is saved 
and all ends well. 

Autry makes a sturdy upholder 
of justice, and Jimmy Lloyd is 
good as his friend. Patricia White’s 
femme lead is little more than a 
walkon. Expert dirty work is con- 
tributed by Douglas Dumbrille, 
Damian O'Flynn and _ Clayton 
Moore. Others are adequate. 

John English’s direction of the 
Jack Townley story fails to get this | 
one going at more than a canter. 
Production appurtenances under 
Armand Schaefer’s guidance are 
okay for release intentions. It has 
been lensed in sepia tones by Wil- 
liam Bradford. Footage could stand 
some editing of its 72 minutes. 

Brog. 


His Young Wife 
(ITALIAN) 


_Aramanac release of Lux Pan produc- 
tion. Stars Carlo Campanini, Vera Carmi, 
Gino Cervi. Directed by Mario Soldati. 
Based on play by Vittorio Bersezio; cam- 
era. Massimo Terzano: music, Nino Rota: 
English titles. Charles Clement. Previewed 
N. Y., March 9, ’49. Running time. 98 MINS. 
Mls, WED. 5 cacmce saedie a Carlo Campanini | 
Rosa ress og wah ohh wee tae Vera Carmi | 
The Commander xino Cervi 
Section Manager 





Luigi Pavese 


The Baker is cone ak Domenico Gambino 
Brigida, the maid.......... Laura Gore 
.. .,, eee Alberto Sordi 
EL k's 6 646 60k leo 03 Paola Veneroni | 
ea ear Enrico Effernelli | 


(In Itattan; English Titles) 

With their cycle of grim post- | 
war dramas tapering off, Italian | 
filmmakers are proving equally | 
adept in the comic vein. “His 
Young Wife” is a warmly humor- 
ous account of civil service in- 
trigue which will get a nice re- 
ception in the sureseater circuit. 

In the style of other standout 
continental entries, this film is 
marked by an accurate screenplay, 
a realistic framework and superla- 
tive thesping. Although unfolding 
leisurely in the initial half, pic 
steadily gathers momentum for a 
hectic windup which neatly ties to- 
gether the central and subordinate 
plots. Complete and _ well-trans- 
lated subtitling permits fluent fol- | 
lowing of the action. 

Yarn concerns an under-paid but 
faithful government clerk and the 
relationship between his young 
beautiful wife and his ministry 
chief. While this is only an inno- 
cent flirtation, a rumor quickly 
spreads that the clerk is cuckold- 
ing himself to advance his position. | 
Instigated by his back-knifing co- 
workers, an inquiry into the 
scandal results in the clerk’s trans- 
fer and ultimate dismissal after a 
brawl with his immediate superior. 

In the background, meantime. a 
romance brews between the clerk’s | 


vigorous and realistic. 
| love scene with Duse has been. 


| major. 


ager, are excellent, while the rest 
of the cast also deliver creditably. 
Herm. 


Outery 
(ITALIAN) 


Crest Films release of E.N.LC. (Rome) 
production. Stars Lea Padovani; features 
Elli Parvo, Vittorio Duse, Carlo Lizzani 
Djrected by Aldo Vergano Screenplay, 
Guido Aristarco, Carlo Lizzani, Guiseppe 
Di Santis, Aldo Vergano from story by 
Guiseppe Gorgermo; camera. Aldo Tenti:; 
English titles, Herman G. Weinberg. At 
Avenue Playhouse. N. Y., starting March 
12, *49. Running time, 89 MINS. 


OS (ee ee Lea Padovani 
Donna Matilda........... Elli Parvo 
COM. x... >. .csgees sons Vittorio Duse 
Major Heinrich.........- Massimo Serrato 
Laure Ss father... .ccseeces Egisto Olivieri 


Cosare 6 Uretitel . «ace ccsc» Marco Sarri 
Matilda’s cousin......ee...-. Lia Golmar 
Priest : privesanscu Carlo Lizzani 


(In Italian; English Titles) 


Here is another moving, melo- 
dramatic hit from Italy. It readily 
measures up to the high stature of 
“Open City” and ‘Paisan,” in 
some respects topping these big 
money Italian productions in ac- 
tion and gripping interest. Add 
to this Lea Padovani, Italy’s latest, 
young femme, and Elli Parvo, who 
is equally excellent in this, and 
“Outery” spells big trade at for-| 
eign-language and arty spots. It 
may do well elsewhere in U. §S.| 
also, particularly where state cen- 
sors don’t meddle. 

Plot covers a typical Italian vil- 
lage and its populace during the 
time the Nazis were in control 
from the fall of 1943 to early 1945, 
Story neatly contrasts the lives of | 
the wealthy, the middle-class and 
the poor under the German heel 
in tracing the rising tide of Par- 
tisan operations. 

Scripters Guido Aristarco, Carlo 
Lizzani, Guiseppe Di Santis and 


| Aldo Vergano show Vittorio Duse 


being pursued by two girls, Miss 
Padovani, a seamstress and femme 
partisan leader, and Miss Parvo, 
of a well-to-do family. Yarn cul- 
minates by pointing up that the 
rich girl is as much a patriot of 
Italy as the earnest Partisan fight- | 
er. Duse escapes miraculously 
from the Nazi clutches so he can 
lead his Partisan bands in the 
showdown fight. 


Director Aldo Vergano has built 
the slowly rising Partisan move- 
ment to a terrific climax, with ex- 
citement mounting to a near-break- 
ing point as the loyal Italians mass | 
to combat the Germans before they | 
can blow up an ammunition dump. 
near a prison for hostages. 

Miss Parvo, as the rich girl, | 
stands out. A _ non-sympathetic 
character, she makes the portrayal | 
Her big 


heavily mangled by the scissor-) 
wielding boys. Censors also 
cleaned up several bedroom epi-| 
sodes between the Nazi officer and. 
another playgirl. 


Duse is okay as the Partisan. 
hero, who nearly yields to an’ 
easy life and the rich girl’s charms. | 
Carlo Lizzani contributes a power- | 


| ful characterization of the tall, be- 


spectacled priest. 

Fine supporting cast is headed 
by Massimo Serrato as the German 
Herman Weinberg’s Eng-. 
lish titles are a big help. Aldo 
Tonti does well enough with his 
camera, especially in view of the. 
countless outdoor scenes. Wear. 


Woman Who Dared | 
(FRENCH) 


Siritzky International release of Jean 
Gremillon production. Stars Madeleine 
Renaud, Charles Vanel. Directed by Jean 
Gremillon. Story and screenplay, Charles 
Spaak. At Ambassador, N. Y., starting 
March 18, ’49. Running time, 102 MINS. 
Therese Gauthier..... Madeleine Renaud 
Pierre Gauthier.......... Charles Vanel 
Piano Teacher.......... Jean Debucourt 


(In French; English titles) | 


The producer has not done right | 
by Madeleine. Renaud, from the | 
Comedie Francaise, in “Woman | 
Who Dared,” a French import made | 


‘several years ago. This picture has | 


every earmark of that production 
era in France when films were be- 
ing turned out haphazardly and. 
with no particular eye on the world 
market. 

Plot vacillates between the ex- 
citing passages surrounding a 
woman seeking glory as an aviatrix 
and the love story of an aviator and 
his hardworking wife. Direction 
by Jean Gremillon is uneven. 

Miss Renaud is excellent when 


of a pic which Kramer actually in- 


|recognized the parallel 


_the Jewish version three years ago 


Story Productions indie unit. Out- 


| “The Champion.” 


given half a chance as the aviatrix. 
The photography many times Is un- 


flattering to her, especially in 
closeups. Charles Vanel, as_ her 
mate, is competent. Jean Debu- | 


court, as a music-lover and piano | 
instructor, does well enough in a 
lesser role. Wear. 





EAI 


———— 








‘Brave’ Secret 


Continued from page 3 Samm | 


at 20th-Fox, Dore Schary had a 
similar project at Metro and Louis 
de Rochemont was in production 
on “Lost Boundaries” on location 
for Film Classics. As a result of 
the unprecedented secrecy and 
rush, “Brave” will be delivered to 
United Artists for release next 
week, just 3% months after writer 








Carl Foreman started the’ first 
draft of the screenplay.’ 
Veil which Kramer drew over 


his production by putting a phony 
name on the script and swearing 
actors, agents and everyone con- 
nected with the picture to secrecy 
worked so well that when Zanuck 


hurriedly ordered “Pinky” into 
production in a race With the 
Screen Plays unit, “Brave” was 


only five shooting days from the 
finish line. 

One of the more fabulous angles 
revealed by Kramer's partner, | 
George Glass, in New York this 
week was that the film was before 
the cameras for two weeks before 
the contract was signed for screen 
rights to the Arthur Laurents play 
from which the script was adapted. 
Kramer went ahead on the basis of 
a handshake with Laurents’ agent 
Irving Lazar. Price paid for the 
rights was $25,000 down, plus a 
ceiling of $25,000 more out of 
profits. 

Nixed Bank Loan 


Another angle was that Kramer 
didn’t want to take the time neces- 
sary to obtain a bank loan for fi- 
nancing the film. Bank of America 
had advanced coin on»his previous , 
pix, but took weeks getting papers | 
ready and making necessary inves- | 
tigations. As a result, associate 
producer Robert Stillman got his | 
father, Jahn Stillman, wealthy 
Florida merchant, to put up 100% 
of the budget. It runs about 
$500,000. 

Picture called for 241% shooting 
days, but these were compressed 
into 18 days by working three units 
simultaneously for part of the time 
One was in the studio, another was 
at Malibu doing landing craft se- 
quences and the third was at Bald- 


|win Park, near the Santa Anita 


racetrack, shooting jungle scenes. 
Script, that actors and agents 


| were given to read bore the title 


“High Noon,” which is the moniker 


Very few people 


to the 
Broadway stage play and those who 
did were immediately sworn to. 
secrecy. All the activity in regard | 
to the production was cloaked un- | 
der the label of preparation for 
“High Noon.” 

James Edwards, Negro actor who 
plays the principal role, stuck in | 
Kramer’s mind after he had gen- | 
dered him month before in a road! 
company production of “Deep Are | 
the Roots.” Edwards had under- | 
studied the lead in the Broadway | 
company and played the part on| 
the road. 

One of the difficulties of recog- | 
nizing the script was that in 
Laurents’ Broadway version the. 
principal character, suffering a 
nervous disorder as a result of 
bigotry in the Army, was a Jew. | 
Since it was felt that theme was 
worn thin, decision was made to 
rewrite it with a Negro substituted. 

Kramer had originally planned | 


tends to do later, 


when he was associated with Hal 
Horne and Armand Deutsch in the 





fit acquired an option on the play 
at that time, but let it drop. 

RKO is attempting to beat. 
United Artists to the punch by. 
spotting its fight-fix picture, “The 
Set-Up,” in the Criterion, March. 
29, more than a week ahead of 
announced opening date for UA’s. 





Drop Chi Drive-In Suit 


Chicago, March 22. 

Injunction sought by Outdoor 
Theatres, Inc., to prevent Para-| 
mount, WB, Universal and Colum- | 
bia from licensing first-run prod- | 
uct to Balaban & Katz for outlying | 
first-run exhibition, was dropped in| 
at federal district court yesterday | 
(21). 

Majors agreed to give drive-ins | 
an opportunity to license product | 
day-and-date with B&K Marbro 


_and Uptown, 


'man Act and remanded 


Pa. Eyes Bills 
~ Affecting Exhibs 


Philadelphia, March 22. 
Film men here are watching 
with interest the current session of 
the Pennsylvania State legislature, 
where ‘several bills have been in- 
troduced with immediate effect on 
all industry operators. 


Four Philadelphia Democratic 
legislators have brought up a bill 
forcing every operator of a film 
house to exhibit at each perform- 
ance a film showing a diagram of 
the theatre. According to the pro- 
posed legislation, the film or slide 
must show clearly the location of 
the stage and each of the exits. and 
be accompanied with a notice ask- 
ing everyone in the house to “ob- 
serve the nearest exit, in case of 
fire,” etc, Failure to flash the cau- 
tionary notice would entail a fine 
of $10, each day’s violation to be 
considered a separate offense. 


State Senator George N. Wade 
(Rep), from upstate rural Cum- 
berland County, has proposed that 
the fine for illegal operation of 
theatres on Sundays (many Penn- 
sylvania communities and counties 
have Blue Sundays) be upped to 
$100 from $4, and the alternative 
of imprisonment be raised from 
six to 30 days. 

Representative Raymond Kratz 
(Rep), from suburban Montgomery 
County, is asking an amendment to 
the act governing safety in the- 
atres and other places of assembly 
that has the coinmachine industry 
alerted. The bill requires at least 
two ways of egress, as remote from 
each other as possible, in all the- 
atre buildings. The Kratz bill also 
includes outdoor theatres and 
drive-ins. 

According to the Kratz proposal: 
“Equipment of any type for the 


‘display or sale of merchandise 


shall not be installed in the audi- 
torium, lobby, foyer, exit passage- 
ways or at other locations where 
they may interfere with the evacu- 
ation of the building.” 


Canada Sequences In 
U. S. Newsreels Up 
827, in the Last Year 


Canadian sequences in American 
newsreels were boosted 82% dur- 
ing 1948, newsreel committee was 
told last week by Taylor Mills, Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America’s co- 
ordinator of the Canadian coopera- 
tion project. Report by Mills spot- 
lighted the industry's current drive 
to build Yank interest in the Do- 
minion and help promote its tourist 
trade. Campaign has also been ac- 
tive in pushing film production by 
Hollywood companies in Canada. 


Newsreel’s annual meet resulted 
in the election of Edmund Reek, 
Movietone News topper, as chair- 
man of the committee for the pres- 
ent year. Reek succeeds A. J. 
Richard, head of Paramount reel, 
who filled the post during 1948. 
Richard reported on cooperation 
with a number of national chari- 
ties, including the Red _ Cross, 
Treasury bond drive and March of 
Dimes. 











Schine Decree 


Continued from page 5 








the Crescent circuit several years 
ago. 

Handling the settlement for the 
Government is Herbert Bergson, 
Assistant Attorney General in 
charge of the Anti-Trust Division. 
Schine is represented by Irving 
Kaufman and Willard S. McKay. 

The case against Schine thea- 
tres was originally brought in 1938, 
the same year that the anti-trust 
suit was brought against the ma- 
jor picture companies. Schine was 
found guilty and appealed the case. 


to the Supreme Court, which ruled 


in the spring of 1948 that Schine 
was guilty of violating the Sher- 
certain 
phases of the case back to the 
trial court in Buffalo. This was 
principally to determine which the- 
atres should be divested, a matter 
now taken care of by the agree- 
ment being hammered out. 

Also pending is the case of an- 
other big independent found guilty 
df anti-trust violations, the Griffith 
circuit based in Oklahoma. That 
is also back in the trial court for 
final action. 
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HARRY M. POPKIN presents ¢ 
ELLA CHARLES HELEN 


PACT!’ 


with ANNA MAY WONG - Robert Warwick + Art. Baker + Clarence Kolb 


William Weight » Tony Barrett » Mae Marsh 


Produced by LEO C. POPKIN = Directed by ARTHUR LUBIN ‘ 
Screen Play by Dorothy Reid and Jay Dratler » A Harry M. Popkin Production 
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NEW .YORK 


Shore Amus. Enterprises, headed 
by Robert Mapletoft, New Jersey 
exhib, took longterm lease on Ram, 
sey, Ramsey, N. J. Berk & Krum- 
gold agented deal. 

Seymour Schussel named sales 
manager for Mayer-Burstyn, for- 
eign pix distributors. He was Eagle 
Lion district manager in N. Y. 

Harold L. Beecroft made Eagle 
Lion district manager for Dallas, 
Oklahoma City, St. Louis, Omaha, 
Des Moines and K. C. area. Had 
been assistant to Jack Lorentz. 
20th-Fox’s midwest manager. 

Mike and Harry Weiss, brothers 
who served as field exploiteers for 
20th-Fox, are doing everything in 
pairs. Twosome were hired by 20th 
at the same time and then quit last 
month in a brother act. 

Duo now have been hired by 
Eagle Lion. Mike is acting as spe- 
cial fieldman for ‘Red Shoes,” 
J. Arthur Rank pic being distrib- 
uted by EL. Harry has been taken 
on by EL as salesman in the Cleve- 


- Jand exchange. 


Matt Sullivan, Film . Classics 
manager in Milwaukee, transfer- 
red to head Buffalo exchange with 
supervision over Albany, replaces 
Joe Miller, resigned. Eddie Gavin 
takes Milwaukee post. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Gopher, Paramount downtown | 
firstrun, shuttered briefly because | 





Film Row 





jhere having 28-day clearance, 
along with Paramount circuit's one 


|/nabe so zoned, are paying up to, 
/35% for product without protest. | 


They are apparently satisfied with 
percentage which has_ replaced 
| generally previous flat deals. 


| Booth operators in Minneapolis 
independent drive-in theatres will 
receive a substantial wage boost 
‘in a new contract approved by the 
union and by North Central Allied 
for the independents. The new 
agreement, retroactive to last Nov. 
30, when the old contract expired, 
covers three years and calls for a 
5% wage increase the first year 
and 212% increase each of the suc- 
ceeding two years. Previous scale 
for the neighborhood booth opera- 
tors has averaged from $60 to $75 
a week. North Central Allied this 
week started negotiations for St. 
Paul-neighborhoods on a new booth 
operators’ contract. 

Disregarding vigorous opposition 
of North Central Allied and Min- 
nesota Amus. Co., a committee in| 
the state legislature house has rec- 
ommended passage of a bill which 
would enable local municipalities 
to levy a 20% admission tax in 


addition to federal impost. Bill now | 


is before a senate committee. 
Fight to halt rapidly expanding 
28-day availability deals to local 
neighborhood and suburban houses 
is being taken by Harold Field and 
| Harold Kaplan, owners of St. Louis 
Park, to homeoffices. Pair is now 
in N.Y. to oppose demand of Fried- 


of smoke and water damage from/| man brothers for 28-day availabil- 
fire that gutted adjoining building. | ity for latter’s Edina, a competing 

Herman Fields, Gordon McKin-| house in the St. Louis Park area. 
non and Don Smith of Pioneer cir- | ~————_—— 


cuit in Iowa, here for confabs with | 


owner Harold Field. 

Frank Sohner, World 
manager, transferred to San Pedro, 
Cal., to manage new Mann-Gutt- 
man drive-in there. 


Nate Elkin, owner of Loop, sub- | 
bought Crystal, one | 
of larger theatres in same district. | 


sequent-run, 


Seller was Harry Dryer, who still 
retains the big Bijou. 

Local independents waged losing 
fight against United Artists’ 35% 
demand for “Red River’ and are 
capitulating. 

While their organization, North 
Central Allied, is still kicking up| 
a fuss over percentage, more mem- 
bers are continuing to go for the 
sales formula and find it profit- 
able. Four independent houses 














New York Theatres 








vorinp INGRID “Sie 


inonin Mel 


A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION 
COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR « CAST OF THOUSANDS 


wae ore renee + FRANCIS L SULLIVAN + J CARROL NAISH » WARD BOND 
$ STRUOWIC GE KMART + JOHN EMERY 
. CECH RELLAWAY 
efi Joan of Lorrame’ by MAXWELL ANDERSON 
ANDERSON end ANDREW . 


theatre | 


ST. LOUIS 


New Legion, Steelville, Mo., 
operated by L. L. Pruitt, lighted 
this month. 

Weekly increase of $4.50 retro- 
active to last Dec. 1 for local ex- 
change workers 
Paramount, Loew’s, 20th-Fox, RKO, 
Columbia, Republic and Universal. 

Bob Weigel, formerly on San 
Francisco sales staff of RKO, now 
St. Louis and Kansas City sales 
rep. for Lippert Picture. 

Ed Clarke, owner of Mattoon, 
Ill., houses of Frisina Amus. Co.’s 
circuit, discharged from hospital 
here where he was treated for eye 
infection. 

Construction begun on new 500- 
car drive-in near Paris, Ill., for F. 
B. Youngblood and Oral Pierson. 

Sanford Berns, 
| branch, elected prexy, and Ray- 
mond McCaffery, of 20th Fox ex- 
|change, named biz rep of. Front 
| Office Film Exchange Employees 
Union. 

Harry Jones, Lawrenceville, IIl., 


negotiated with | 


of Eagle Lion | 


in effect for a year, paid enter- 
tainers in state using assumed 
'names must file their real names 
'with the Dept. of Public Safety. 





| More than 200 industryites turn-_ 
ed out to honor George W. “Bill” | oa 
#¢44¢¢¢ Horan, Warner’s district manager | Distribs May Seek ‘, 


|with testimonial luncheon at’! 
|Statler. Tom Duane was toast-. 
master. 


——— 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Ace Film Exchanges 
here by Albert Dezel and Edward 
J. Salzberg. Milton Kruger named 
‘branch manager. Firm will dis- 
‘tribute Favorite, Masterpiece and 
| Astor. 

Oscar Kuschner leased Holly- 
' wood, Indianapolis nabe, to Thom- 
as B. Hatfield. Kuschner will de- 
vote time to booking for nabe in- 
dependents. 

Marc Wolf, Y & W chief and na- 
tional doughboy of Variety clubs, 
on Florida vacation. 

Tom Spears took over the Mon- 
roe at Monroe City from Verne 
Jenkins. 

State Films, Inc., central ship- 





opened. 


28 Drive-Ins for NW 
~ Territory This Summer; 


Minneapolis. 


Coming spring-summer season 
in this territory will find 28 new 
drive-ins in operation and many 
more in the planning stage as 
against eight at the end of last 
season. Three years ago the terri- 
tory had no drive-ins. 

Distributors here are prepared 
to jack up rentals on drive-in 
spots, and in some instances de- 
manding percentage deals. The 
large increase in the number of 
outdoor operations is expected to 
have an adverse 
spring-summer business at many 
regular theatres, some exhibitors 
fear. 





First Canadian Drive-Ins 
Regina, Sask. 





ping and inspecting agency, now} 


operating here. 

James H. Kaylor, ex-salesman at 
RKO, joined Eagle Lion. 

R. L. Weilert, owner of Ritz at 
Alexandria, started work on new 
600-seater there. 


DENVER 


Initial 
Assn. of Theatre Owners set for 
April 5-6 at Cosmopolitan hotel. 
Speakers will include Ted Gam- 
ble, Morris Lowenstein, Bob Liv- 
ingston, Gael Sullivan, Milas Hur- 
ley, Robt. O’Donnell and Col. Wm. 
McGraw. 

Bill Hobson, recently SRO man- 


convention of Colorado} 


| company. 
| ton is company prexy and Frank H. 


First drive-ins in western Canada 
will be built this year by Western 
Drive-In Theatres, Ltd., a Calgary 
Mervyn A. “Red” Dut- 


Kershaw managing director. 





New Drive-In for No. Carolina 
Greensboro, N. C. 
. Plans for North 29 drive-in near 
the city limits announced by of- 
ficials of Dixie Drive-In Theatres. 


| Costing $150,000, it would provide 
| space for 1,000 cars. 





Two Drive-Ins for Kingston, N. Y. 


f Kingston, N. Y. 


Latest proposed drive-in is 750- 


ager here, made branch manager | car one to be built near Kingston 


of Film Classics, succeeding Philip| by Walter Reade circuit. 
| Monsky, resigned because of ill- now operates two indoor houses | 


ness. 

Dick Dekker moved from Salida 
| to Golden, Colo., to manage the 
new Golden, opening March 24. 
| Ralph Hamilton moves from Jewel 
i here to Salida. P. R. Ruddick is 
| new Jewel manager. 


NEW ORLEANS 


Joseph S. Moreland, new mana- 
ger of United Artists branch here, 
|after three years as office mana- 
| ger. 


| Chi. Cutrate 


—mm—me Continued from page 5 














Chain 


| there. 


| Three Albany men who operate 
| drive-ins at Lake George, Glovers- 


| ville and Middletown, plan to open 


another outside Kingston next 
spring. Harry Lamont, Gerald 
Schwartz and Ernest Whitman 


| 


| 


formed Kingston Sunset Drive-In, 


|Inc., to manage the new 500-car 


spot. 





Ezell Adds 16th Drive-In 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 
Latest drive-in, the Gulf, opened 
here by Claude Ezell & Associates. 
| It is the circuit’s largest, there be- 
ing 16 drive-ins belonging to chain 
|in Texas. Jeff Wolf transfered 





|here from the Chief at Austin to| 


prexy Grad Sears and Fox-Wiscon- | be manager. 


sin topper Harold J. Fitzgerald. | 





Sears claimed F-W was planning; $100,000 Central Penn. Drive-In 


to twin UA’s “Red River” and Par- 
| amount’s “Paleface.” 

Meanwhile, the battle over Fox- 
Wisconsin’s double billing of “Red 
River” and “Paleface” touched off 


heads newly organized Sky View | : : 
Amus. a wha plans ve 500-| further explosions this week. Lo- 


car drive-in near Robinson, Ill. (cal Allied theatre groups con- 
Hartner, Illmo, Ill., relighted by | tinued to blast away at the prac- 
O. W. and W. A. Hartner. House, | tice of dualing top A pix, charging 
formerly tagged the Plaza, was that only affiliates could so so 
shuttered avhen Martin Operle al-| because of special. breaks on rental 
lowed lease to lapse. terms. New Jersey Allied, for one, 
a is currently preparing an attack 
ALBANY | against the dualers which will be 

Bills seeking legalization of red in the group’s next bulletin. 
bingo (under auspices of so-called| The Jersey fusillade comes on 
non-profit organizations), lotteries,| the heels of an assault aimed by 
dog-race betting and other types | Allied of Indiana in its bulletin. 
of gambling are unlikely to pass at | Indiana group argued that no in- 








VICTORIA # 


DARRYL F. ZANUCK presents | 
OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 
the Snake Pit 
‘RIVOLI 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 


“LITTLE WOMEN" 


June ALLYSON - Peter LAWFORD 
Margaret O'BRIEN - Elizabeth TAYLOR 
Janet LEIGH - Rossano BRAZZI- Mary ASTOR 


A MERVIN LeROY PRODUCTION : 
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Ceclor by TECHNICOLOR 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 


-_— 





Loretta YOUNG - Van JOHNSON 


“MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN’ 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
ON VARIETY STAGE 
PHIL BAKER © CAB CALLOWAY 
BIG ICE REVUE 
Pe oO X Yy 7th Ave. & 
— 50th St. —————— 














Peromount 
presents 





mMIOMIGHT FeaTuaR | 
wigan 


PARAMOUNT 


current legislature session, accord-| die could book AA films on one 
ing to Leonard L. Rosenthal, ex- bill and still make a profit on the 
ecutive director of Albany TOA. | playdate. It stressed the point that 


Carlisle, Pa. 
Construction of a $100,000 drive- 
in, first in central Pennsylvania 
area, started by Ray Garver near 
here; it will have 800-car capacity. 





New Cal. Drive-In for L. A. 


Los Angeles. 
Great Western Theatres, Inc., 
headed by John C. Feys, starts 
work early in March on new 750- 
car drive-in in south part of city. 
Company plans to build a string of 
open air theatres this yearn 





Lynchburg’s First Drive-In 
Lynchburg, Va. 
Lynchburg’s first drive-in will 
be opened in April. Located just 
beyond the city limits, it has ca- 





| 


Changes at Warner exchange in- | Fox-Wisconsin was able to tack the | 


clude Robert Halliday from booker | tw 

to office manager in Indianapolis; | ae 3B eee eagginy Mp acm ” 
Harry Aranove, back to booker, | sd 
and Herb Gaines moves here as) 
salesman from Rochester. 


Arr t leted for in-| ‘ 
dustry's testimonial dienes’ ‘to || 2Oth Exceeds ‘48 
George Lynch, top film buyer for | 
Schine Circuit, on 30th anni with | 











Continued from page & 


Ten Eyck hotel April 4. Commit- however, remittances arriving in 


personality like George Jessel to the same period in °48, indicating 
m.c. | that the bottom has been reached 


| 


pacity of 750 autos. 





550-Car Drive-In Near Albany 


Albany. 
Construction of a 550-car drive- 


|in on Route 55 between New Salem 


———s and New Scotland started by Don 


| Hallenbeck, of Hallenbeck & Riley, 


| 


film distributors here, 





| Start 3 More Texas Drive-Ins 


that organization. Will be held in| of last year. ‘More importantly, | 


Testimonial dinner for George 
V. Lynch, chief buyer for the 
Schine circuit, will be held April 
4 at the Ten Eyck hotel here on 
the occasion of Lynch’s 30 anniver- 
sary in the film industry. 


BOSTON 


People of Lawrence, Mass. tos- 


sing testimonial dinner to Joseph 


Liss, manager of Warner’s Palace 
there, April 3. He recently was 
promoted to executive spot with 
Warner Theatres, Newark. 

Sol Edwards, head of Allied 


_| Management Co. here, and owner 


of Park, Nashua, N.H., joins SRO 
sales staff in N.Y. in April. 
Edward Ruff, former Paramount 
manager, opened New England 
office of Neil Agnew’s Motion 
Picture Sales Corp. He’s in charge 
of this territory. 
As a result of action by the 





| the war. 


on the increasing number of r¢- | 
strictions that have put American | 
dollars in cold storage in many | 
parts of the world since the end of | 
Good showing on remit- | 


| tances is particularly gratifying in | 


| 
| 


that 20th has already released this | 


House in refusing to repeal the) 


True Name Law, which has been 


,under $4,000,000. 


that film companies were getting | 
100% of their coin out of England | 
during the first half of ’48, while | 
they are only divvying $17,000,000 | 
among themselves this year. 

_ Tremendous upsurge in domes- 
tic film rentals reflects the fact 


season three pix which are expect- 
ed to equal or better last year’s 
topper, “Gentleman’s Agreement.” | 
Latter drew $3,800,000 in domestic | 
film gross. So far this year com- 
pany has released “Snake Pit,” | 
which will do better than $5,000.- 
000; “Letter to Three Wives.” 
which will do about $4,000,000, and | 
“Yellow Sky,” which will hit just | 








Plainview, Tex. 
A 300-car drive-in is being con- 


tee trying to obtain a show biz|this country are about even with | Structed here by Prince Holland, 
—— of the State. 


Work also 
started at Childress on a new 
drive-in by Mrs. Mable Phipps and 
Mrs. Della Layton. Rowden Cor- 
dell is to manage it. Another 
drive-in is the one P. W. Cloud, 
owner of Palace, Texas and Ritz, 
Snyder, is building there, 





New Southern Drive-In Unit 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Organization of Fresh Air The-| 


atres, Inc. to build, lease and oper- 
ate drive-in theatres in North and 
South Carolina and Georgia, an- 
nounced by R. F. Pinson, head of 
company. 

Its first unit will be the York- 
Clover drive-in, between York and 
Clover, S. C. Head of Fresh Air 
Theatres is manager of Astor Pic- 
tures exchange. 





New 450-Car Texas Drive-In 
New Braunfels, Tex. 
Two local businessmen, R. V. Ab- 
shire and Don Matthews, building 
450-car drive-in here. 


effect on the) 


, HURST BLDG. 


Non-Flam Film 
Cutting Prices 
On Other Stock 


Heavy use of the newly-pe 
‘Eastman Kodak acetate (oor 
flammable) film by the majors hag 
reportedly prevented a rise in the 
basic price of conventional nitrate 
film. EK, it is understood, Was 
ready to boost the charge on nie 
trate but the rapid demand for aces 
tate has held the price down. In- 
stead, EK has now chopped the tah 
|on aeetate to $13 per 1,000 feet 
from its original price of $14. 

The big swing into non-inflam 
rawstock is under way following 
the announcement of an agreement 
by all majors to buy available Sup- 
| plies from EK. Metro is distribut- 
|ing four features in acetate. “Tf 
Winter Comes,” “Act of Violence” 
“The Stratton Story,” and one 
more. - 

Twentieth-Fox starts off in ace. 
| ane with “The Fan,” set for May 
release. From then on, 20th exee 
'said, all black-and-white features 
will be in non-flam. Paramount's 
| first release in that type rawstock 
|is set for May. Other companies 
| have already put out at least one 
| feature. 

Several companies have latched 
|on to a special way of Brooving the 
acetate prints. Instead of printing 
all of one feature in the new raw. 
stock, these companies have culled 
a number of exchanges and are 
| Shipping only non-flam to them re- 
gardless of the particular feature, 
| Exchanges chosen are those where 
{local fire regulations are strictest 
or the branch has had frequent dif- 
ficulties with local fire depts. 

Acetate prints are being shipped 
in the conventional metal can al- 
though that sort of fireproofing is 
not necessary. Heavy metal con- 
tainers will be used until com- 
panies have swung over entirely to 
non-flam to prevent possible mis- 
taken shipment of nitrate in non- 
metallic containers. 


Lab Technicians Open 
Pact Talks April 11 


New contract negotiations be- 
|tween lab technicians Local 702, 
International Alliance of Theatri- 
,cal Stage Employees, and a joint 
‘industry committee are scheduled 
‘to open in New York April 11, two 
| months before the current pact ex- 
pires. Involved are 1,800 employees 
working in 22 eastern labs, includ- 
ing those owned by the major film 
companies. 

Local 702’s pact proposals, cover- 
ing wage hikes and security pro- 
visions, will be submitted to the 
union membership by prexy John 
J. Francavilla for approval on April 
2. Current wage scales range from 
$41 for unskilled workers to a 
high of $132 for the skilled cate- 
gories. Francavilla and the local’s 
secretary-treasurer will head the 
union’s  seven-man negotiating 
committee. Spokesmen for the 
companies have not been named as 
yet. 


New Guild, Set Decorators, 
| Asks NLRB Certification 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Screen Set Decorators, new film 
studio guild, filed a petition with 
‘the National Labor Relations 
Board for certification as bargain- 
| ing agent for decorators in the 1m 
‘dependent producing field. 

Vie Gangelin, president of the 
new organization, explained that 
the petition does not conflict with 
the IATSE decorators, who are em- 
ployed only in major studios. The 
idea, he said, is to unite set di- 
rectors among the indies, where 
they have never had sufficient rep 
resentation. 




















$165,000 Houston House 

Bay City, Tex. 
J. G. Long Theatres circuit al 
‘nounced plans for construction 0 
‘a ninth house in Houston to cos 
$165,000 with 1,700-seat capacity. 
House will be part of a community 
center. 

















OUTDOOR 


Now Specializing \) 
REFRESHMENT | 


; eshment 
CONCESSIONAIRES Seaman 
from Coast to Coast Service for 


over 1/4, Century DRIVE-IN THEATRES 
SPORTSERVICE, ! 

















nc. JACOBS BROS 
BUFFALO, N.Y; 
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A BOX OFFICE SMASH 
FROM COAST-TO-COAST 











"IT'S A MONEY PICTURE" | 
"SOCKO ENTERTAINMENT 


—Jimmy Fidler 


"HOT AS A 
PISTOL!” 


~Trve Story Magazine 


a Wieida THEATRE 


BIG! BIG! 
in BOSTON: 


ae METROPOLITAN THEATRE 


POWERFUL in 
PROVIDENCE! 


METROPOLITAN THEATRE ALLIED Artists 


Pr CSseNnts 


LUSCIOUS in 
LOS ANGELES! 


S THEATRES DAY & DATE 


TERRIFIC 
in TULSA! 


MAJESTIC THEATRE 





A PAUL SHORT 


'Oduction 


Starring 


LLOYD JANE JAMES 


NOLAN - WT: —— 


STANLEY MARTHA 


and in his first starring role 


avoe MURPHY 


RHYS WILLIAMS. “JAMES LYDON - Bien ene tne 
SELENA ROYLE . - TOMMY om 


Produced wi th the cooper rat 
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Decision Due This Week, 
Hinges on Bulova Probe Report 


» 





Washington, March 22. + 


A decision by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission on the 
sale of WOV, New York, by Arde 


Sheldon’s ABC Show 


Herb Sheldon, co-star with 
Maggi MecNellis of “Luncheon at 
the Latin Quarter” which ABC is 
dropping March 26, will get his 




















Ss te arma aed SET Te 


' ; 
| 


Bulova to Victory Broadcasting 
Co. will probably be handed down 
this week. The case is the = 
before the Commission in whic icl he web 
two stations in one city have been ia th Fenny Pca ord =’ 

under the same ownership, despite “Herb Sheldon Show” will be 
adoption in 1943 of rules prohibit- |)...74 cross-the-board at 12:35 p.m.. 
ing dual operation in the same | starting March 28 

area. Bulova also owns control- | : 

ling interest in WNEW. 

If the deal is approved, it will | S 
be the first in which a competing | Stee ponsors 
bidder, under the soon-to-be-aban- 
doned AVCO precedure, has pur- R 
chased a radio station. { 

Okay of the transfer, VARIETY Own e um 
learned, hinges on Commission ac- 
tion on a staff report of an inves-| Johannes Steel returns to the 
tigation last summer into charges |air, starting April 3, via WLIB, | 
of concealed ownership by Bulova/N. Y., under his own sponsorship. | 
in several New England stations. | Liberal commentator has been off 
The inquiry was conducted from | the Gotham airlanes for some time, | 
August to October by John E. Mc-|and has since been publishing a 
Coy of the Commission’s legal di- |newsletter, Report on World 
vision, aided by Robert D. J.| Affairs. The newsletter will pick 
Leahy, of the accounting depart-| up the tab for the Steel com-| 
ment, and Raymond Lewis, an in-| mentary. 
vestigator. Bulova disposed of his | Unusual facet in Steel’s return 
interests in the outlets in 1944. 'to the air is the intra-New York | 

The decision will bring to a head City network being projected in a| 
four issues on which action has | pid to restore liberal gabbers to | 
been pending because of the staff |the air. For some time Steel has | 
inquiry. These are (1) renewal of | heen sponsoring William S. Gail- 
the license of WNEW, which has| mor on WLIB and starting April 3 
been in’ temporary status since | 
1944, (2) an application to allow | 
WNEW to increase its power from | 
10kw to 50kw, (3) renewal of WOV, | 
in temporary status since 1944, and 
(4) transfer of WOV to a group | 
composed of Ralph Weil, general 
manager of the station, Arnold | 
Hartley, program manager, and N. | 
Joseph Leigh New York business 
man. | 

It is expected that if the Com- | 
mission clears Bulova of conceal- | 
ment, the licenses will be put on 
a regular basis, the power increase 
granted, and the transfer okayed. 

However, if it denies the renewal | 


he’ll alternate with Gailmor on a 
cross-the board basis. 

Meanwhile Steel is negotiating | 
with other N. Y. indies, with like- 
lihood of Richard Yaffe, former 
foreign editor of the N. Y. Star 
(ex-PM), Burnett- Hershey and 
others joining the pool of liberal 
commentators to be sponsored by 
Steel. 


‘SWEEPSTAKES’ LEADS IN 
NBC GIVEAWAY RACE. 


With NBC definitely deciding in | 








| eae 
KLZ Public Service Director 


MACK SWITZER 


KLZ’s public consciousness which 
finds a good part of its broadcast 
schedule devoted to non-commercial, 
special service programming is the 
job of live-wire Mack Switzer, a 
Denver radio veteran of more than 


a decade. 
KLZ, Denver. 


Ch’feld in Coma 
On Como: Stafford, 


Lee in Fadeout? 


Newell - Emmett, Chesterfield 
agency, is endeavoring to straight- 








en out the ciggie situation as it | 


applies to the Perry Como, Jo 
Stafford and Peggy Lee “Supper 
Club” broadcasts, the Arthur God- 
frey shows, and the recently signed 
Bing Crosby series. As it stands 


now, Como may go into a half- 
hour a week plan instead of his 


'current Monday-Wednesday-Friday 


15-minute shots on NBC (with one 
TV shot Fridays). If that occurs, 
it’s likely that Como will remain 
on the air all summer to experi- 
ment with ideas so as to have the 
30-minute show in shape by fall. 


In the event the singer does go 


applications it will likely order | favor of a giant giveaway show for | half-hour there’s a possibility that 
hearings based on facts disclosed | the Sunday at 7 time to buck the; it may occupy a slot on CBS in- 


in the 


investigation. In_ this | Jack Benny opposition on CBS, the | stead of the current NBC spotting. a 
event, the transfer application as | package boys have been out in full | Too, the singer’s AM and TV shots| the Meeks, 








Hooper Top 15 and Oppositi 
(March 16) 
Sponsored Network Total Network 

Program Hooperating Competition Competition 

Walter Winchell 26.1 Electric Theatre 6.4 17.6 

Lux Radio Theatre 26.0 Gabriel Heatter 5.8 12.7 
Fishing & Hunting Club 1. 
Johns-Manville 1.4 
Telephone Hour 6.3 
Dr. I. Q. 7.8 

Fibber & Molly 25.1 Erwin D. Canham 1.8 11.9 
Johns-Manville 1.4 

Jack Benny 23.8 Horace Heidt 9.8 15.5 

Talent Scouts 23.3 Railroad Hour 7.4 18.6 
Henry J. Taylor 3.6 
Sherlock Holmes 6.3 
Voice of Firestone 6.8 

Bob Hope 21.0 Town Meeting 4.1 17.9 
We, the People 9.7 
Gabriel Heatter 5.8 

My Friend Irma 20.8 Arthur Gaeth 1.7 11.7 
American Forum of Air 2.1 
Contented Program 7.9 

Stop the Music 20.7 Sam Spade 12.5 20.6 
Lum ’n’ Abner 75 
Fred Allen 7.9 

Louella Parsons 19.3 Electric Theatre 6.4 17.6 

Duffy’s Tavern 17.1 Milton Berle 10.2 20.5 
County Fair 6.3 
Gabriel Heatter 4.6 

Amos 'n’ Andy 16.4 Carnegie Hall 3.0 23.0 
Mayor of the Town 5.4 
Phil Harris-Alice Faye 14.6 

Mr. Keen 16.3 Theatre U.S.A. 4.3 19.0 
Burns & Allen 12:7 

People Are Funny 16.2 (No Sponsored Programs) 10.5 

Mr. District Attorney 16.0 Groucho Marx 13.4 21.2 
Harvest of Stars §.2 
Johns-Manville 1.4 

Crime Photographer 15.6 Jo Stafford 2.9 17.8 

’ Johns-Manville 1.4 

Sealtest Variety Show 11.3 











D.C. Laying Bets Probe of Richards — 


By FCC Is Now 


Definitely Off 





Swift Set to Drop 
NBC’s ‘Meeks’ Show 


Chicago, March 22. 
Swift & Co. is set to drop “Meet 
NBC family 





well as the request for power in- | force trying to wrap up a deal with | would be separated; he’d do one| aired from Chi. Sat. mornings, 


crease would probably be held up.|the web. (Horace Heidt is being| show for each medium, perhaps| Plugging All 


Never in the history of radio | 
(Continued on page 36) 


NBC's Binder’ 
Clinches Allen 


Fred Allen, who checks off his 
Ford Dealers Sunday night show 
at the end of the season, has signed 
an exclusive with NBC for his 
radio and television services. But 
whether he’ll be resuming in the 
fall or lay off for a season de- 
— on his annual medico check- 

p. 

At any rate, there’s a binder 








connected with the new contract 
(details of which are being kept 
under wraps), but particularly de- 
signed to make the NBC deal an 
attractive one. (CBS tried to 
romance Allen into its fold with a 
$100,000 come-on to tide him over 
a °49-’50 layoff period). 

Under the NBC contract terms, 
Allen will call all the shots him- 
self, deciding whether he'll go 
video exclusively, just radio, or 
both, or even switch formats to a 
cross-the-board session instead of 
once-weekly. Originally, NBC tried 
to interest the comedian in doing 
a five-times-a-week 15-minute show 
a la Will Rogers. 


TV Show Producers Buy 
Radio Time to ‘Sneak’ 
New ‘Beat Rap’ Package 


Novel setup of package pro- 
ducers buying AM time to showcase 
a basically TV program developed 
when “Beat the Rap” was sneak- 
previewed on WMCA, N. Y., Friday 
(18). Show was packaged by Paul 
Killiam, Al Butterfield and Andre 
Baruch. 

“Rap,” emceed by Baruch and 
directed by Gene Wyckoff, places 
members of studio audience in 
ticklish dramatic situations which 
they have to gab themselves out of. 
Sneak preview originated from the 








Old Knick, N. Y. 


Sweet Margarine. 


moved back again to 10:30 Sunday | on different days. Currently, Como | “Meeks” will wind up 18 months 


night, starting April 24.) 


sideration, all laying claims to be- 
ing “bigger and better.” The: Wil- 
bur Stark-Jerry Layton “Sweep- 
stakes” giveaway, based on a sort 
of pari-mutuel fermat, and another 
auditioned at WLIB Studios last 
week, with a bigtime Hollywood 
format and flavor, seem to have the 
edge at the moment. s 


Knight Vice Whiting On 
‘Club 15’ as Latter Easts. 


Hollywood, March 22. 








With Margaret Whiting checking 
off the cross-the-board Campbell | 
Soup “Club 15” CBS show and | 
moving east next week to join her | 
husband, CBS program’ veepee 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr.,. Evelyn 
Knight has been given the nod as | 
Miss Whiting’s replacement. Lat- 
ter starts March 29. 


Miss Knight will be featured on | 


Fridays and this disk serves for 
the rebroadcast at 11 p.m. for west- 
ern outlets. It leaves Como and 
his company free to concentrate 


on the 11 p.m. tele shot the same | 


night. They do not have to worry 
about coincident AM and TV air- 
ing. ; 

If the half-hour plans for Como 
work out, it’s not known what will 
happen to the Jo Stafford and 
Peggy Lee shows, which alternate 
with him, Miss Stafford doing the 
Tuesday airing and Miss Lee the 
Thursday shot, from Hollywood. 
Too, it implies that Chesterfield 
would place all three shows— 
Como, Godfrey and Crosby—on a 
half-hour basis. 





CHARTOC-COLMAN TO N.Y. 
Chicago, March 22. 
Al Rudd closes Chi office of 
Chartoc-Colman Productions April 
i 
Transcription 


company,  pro- 


the Tuesday and Thursday seg- ducers of “Bulldog Drummond,” 


ments, with the Andrews Sisters | 


Ted Lewis and Franklyn Mac- 


continuing in the Monday, Wed- Cormack, is moving central of- 


nesday, Friday broadcasts. 


fice to New York. 








Nielsen's Top 20 


(Feb. 20) 
Cur. Prev. | Cur. Points 
Rank Rank Program Rating Change 
1 1 Lux Radio Theatre ............ 33.6 —3.2 
2 3 GOO MEE, 5 5 4.s6 000 a0 00800057 30.0 +0.9 
3 2 i 6 ree 6006: an 0.0 
4 s ce ee coe 29.2 +1.3 
5 a | - ee 28.4 +2.6 
6 5 Walter Winchell ....cccccccccee MIA +0.9 
7 8 Ecce cake de woke ere wee 26.8 +0.5 
8 18 RSS ae ree «+. 24.8 +1.8 
i) 22 Crime Photographer ........ o. 246 +3.6 
10 6 My Friend Irma ....... cosecce Bae —2.3 
11 10 Mystery Theatre ........, rrr —0.7 
12 34 Stop the Music (4th gqtr.)....... 22.9 +3.5 
13 20 Suspense .......... os revencecesn Se +0.6 
14 40 Ford Theatre ......... Cvcccess Bat +3.9 
15 11 i cccvcces Seek —1.0 
16 14 Inner Sanctum .......c.cccccce 21.86 —1.8 
17 13 FBI in Peace and War......... 21.5 —0.8 
18 16 Mr. and Mrs. North ........... 21.2 —1.0 
19 12 Mr. District Attorney ......... 21.1 —2.8 
20 9 This Is Your FBI eee eeeeeeees 21.0 —2.1 


|records his AM shows at 7 p.m.| Of broadcasting this week. 
As of yesterday (Tues.), NBC) 
had six giveaway shows under con- | 


program but feels that All Sweet 
needs change in ad policy within 
|its total budget. J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency handles the account. 

Meeks may shift to another 
Swift product, if budget can be 
found. Program may go on sus- 
tainer otherwise, or be dropped 
entirely by NBC. 


Harris to A&A: 
‘Aren't We Silly” 





into sharp focus the ever-increas- 
ing importance of “who is your op- 
position?” and the manner in 


radio slugging it out against one 
another. ' 

Programs in point are “Amos 'n’ 
Andy,” in the 7:30 to 8 Sunday 
night period on CBS, and the Phil 
Harris-Alice Faye opposition show 
on NBC. Despite the enviable 
post-Jack Benny slot it holds 
down on Columbia (although for 
years it has been a top-rated pro- 
gram strictly on its own), the A&A 
stanza is out of the First 10 Hooper 
ranking. With 16.4 rating, it’s 
doing no better than No. 11 posi- 
tion. - 

Faring even worse, however, is 
the Faye-Harris show, which is out 
of the Top 15 running, with a 14.6 
tally, despite Harris’ ability to sub- 
stantiate his claim in past weeks 
that he can hold his own in the 
comedy sweepstakes instead of as 
tail to Benny’s coat. 


shows are taking a beating because 
of the competitive slotting. Harris 
has already gone on record to say 
that it doesn’t make sense, either 
for the talent or the sponsors, and 
while A&A’s bankroller, Lever 
Bros., appears content to stay put, 
it’s considered a cinch that Rexall, 
Harris’ sponsor, will grab off a new 
pint Sunday time segment in the 
a 





show | 


Swift is reported as satisfied with | 


The new Hooper ratings throw | 


which it redounds to the detriment 
of two of the top comedy shows in | 


It is generally agreed that both | 


+ Washington, March 22, 


| Bets can be gotten in Washing- 
|ton that the FCC investigation of 
| the G. A. Richards stations is defi- 
nitely off. Commission action Fri- 
‘day (18) in granting a continuance 
to look into a proposal to transfer 
| voting control of the three 50 kilo- 
watters (WJR Detroit, WGAR 
Cleveland and KMPC Los Angeles), 
while officially only a pause to the 
hearings which were to have be- 
| gun tomorrow (23), is generally re- 
garded as a prelude to the end of 
|a nasty situation. 


Critical condition of Richards’ 
| health, plus willingness to retire 
| from direction of stations, 
| prompted FCC to grant a stay in 
| proceedings to give ex-Senator 
Burton K. Wheeler, chief Richards 
counsel, time to submit a plan 
which he promised “will contain 
such conditions and be in such 
form as to meet the fullest require- 
ments and the approval of the 
Commission.” 

While there were partisans who 
felt the Commission got “soft” in 
| finally relenting to Richards’ ap- 
peals it was agreed that the agency 
‘has usually granted stays when 
serious illness has been attested to 
by physicians of high reputation. 
‘Only within the last few weeks, 
FCC gave postponements, the last 
for an indefinite period, in a re- 
vocation case (KOB, Albuquerque) 
involving an almost identical condi- 
tion of the station owner. 

In some quarters, it was felt that 
Commission determination, up to 
last week, to go ahead with the 
hearings despite great pressure, 
brought Richards to bay with his 


(Continued on page 36) 


Gardner Sues To 
Break With MCA 


- Hollywood, March 22. 


Ed Gardner has filed suit in fed- 
eral coyrt to terminate his con- 
tract with Music Corp. of America. 
Complaint alleges that MCA is nq 
longer entitled to act as his agent 
for “Duffy’s Tavern” because “it 
failed to represent him properly 
and withheld from him facts in 
their possession which he, as 4 cli- 
ent, was entitled to know.” 

Counsel for Gardner contends 
that his contract with MCA, whi¢ 
was to run until March of 1950, 
was terminated last February 
cause the provisions of his p@ 
were not fulfilled. 
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"WHAT'S THE PR 


Allen and the Hooper Ratings 


Top eyebrow raiser of the week is the 7.9 rating for the Fred 


Allen program in the latest Hoopers. 


Representing a 3.4 drop 


over the previous rating, it is probably the lowest since Allen first 
hit the bigtime commercial sweepstakes. In the opposition camp, 
CBS’ “Sam Spade” got a 12.5 and “Stop the Music” 16.7 and 20.4 
for the competing two 15-minute segments. 

It’s already served to touch off a pro and con kickaround o? 


Hooper and ratings in general. 


xeneral consensus of the trade is 


that, no matter how you slice the Hoopers or account for its audi- 
ence measurement techniques, the prospect of finding such a top 
comedian in the lower-bracket ratings not only adds up to a sad 


commentary, but also to one of 
be explained. 


the major Ripleys that has yet to 


On the one hand, the anti-rating contingent within the trade 
wants an explanation for such drastic audience turnaway in view 
of the normal circumstances, with nothing untoward in the com- 
peting programs, on the rating night. 

Others take the view that it is all part of the general collapse 
of the Sunday night NBC program roster in the wake of the Jack 


Benny desertion. 


Allen, himself an ardent foe of Hooper and the rating fraternity, 
checks off the Ford show in June and has just signed a new deal 


with NBC for next season. 





—_— 








Kobak’s Mutual Exit Cues Dilemma 
On World Series, Other Sponsor Shifts 


On the premise that “as Kobak 
goes, so go some lucrative ac- 
counts,” the trade has been alerted 
to the possibilities of some inter- 
esting sponsorship developments 
as a result of the scheduled bow- 
out of Ed Kobak as Mutual prexy. 
A lot, of course, will depend on 
Kobak’s new affiliation. 

For one thing, there will prob- 
ably be some interesting jockey- 
ing for the Gillette biz in connec- 
tion with the ’49 World Series. 
which, it’s anticipated, will wind 
up its career on Mutual in the 
wake of the Kobak departure. The 
baseball series has been strictly a 
“Kobak baby,” cued to his close 
association with Baseball Commis- 
sioner A. B. “Happy” Chandler, 
who in the past has given Kobak 
carte blanche in designating the 
radio-TV series allocation. It will 
probably be Kobak’s pleasure to 
take the billings with him, with 
the certainty that Mutual will be 
left out in the cold. 

ABC looms as the likeliest net- 
work to carry the series this year, 
since there is a question of NBC- 
CBS time availabilities, although 
considering the kind of coin Gil- 
lette is willing to, kick around for 
the Series it would appear that the 
two major webs may find it con- 
venient to open up the time 
periods. 

In the past, the combination of 
the Kobak sales technique and his 
own personal identification with 
clients has been responsible for 
wooing clients, with the subsequent 
loss of biz attributed more to the 
inability of Mutual facilities to pay 
off rating-wise. It’s a question 
now of how many present clients 
will take the Kobak route or con- 
tinue to throw in their lot with 
Mutual. 


106 Nut For 
Toscy's ‘Aida 


_The two-part “Aida” presenta- 
tion by Arturo Toscanini and the 
NBC Symphony Orchestra this 
Saturday (26) and the next adds 
up to one of the most expensive 
Sustainers on record. It will cost 
NBC an estimated $70,000 before 
he web rings down the curtain 
on Acts 3 and 4 April 2. 

Cost of the high-budgeted wind- 
up of Toscanini’s season as NBC 
a conductor includes a $10.- 
00 rebate to Pet Milk because of 
Shee wation of its Vie Damone 
: Ow this Saturday, when the Acts 
oo 2 program will be extended 
rom 6:30 to 8. (Damone is heard 
re ~ to 8). , ' 
h ‘irst of the two-week presenta- 
ae Will be televised (decision on 
Seok the second is still de- 
of 2 on the April 1 reallocation 
anand €s, which will probably 

crntate a last-minute decision). 
bend rotion to the Pet Milk re- 
oo talent cost and extra coin 

: Musicians because of the AM- 
nut. Spread accounts for the 70G 
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+ 





Jolie 3 Up on Shows 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Al Jolson wound up the week 
three shows to the good, what with 
tape and preemption of his Thurs- 
day time for Winston Churchill’s 
talk. 

That’s how Jolie likes it, and 
while east he’ll sneak to Florida 
for a week or so of sunning. 





Are Giveaways 
ABC Answer To 
Godfrey Daytime? 


ABC's “Stop the Music” Sunday 
night show proved the answer to 
halting Edgar Bergen and Fred 
| Allen in their NBC tracks. (By the 
end of this season both will have 
been eliminated as _ opposition 
programming, Bergen having gone 
off at the first of the year.) 

ABC now reasons: if a giant 
giveaway can solve the Sunday 8 


TOP NAMES SEEK 
MORE THAN COIN 


| The era of the “fabulous effer” 





| has descended on radio, with the| 


; network that dangles the “bestest 
| and the mostest” grabbing off the 


top talent. The unprecedented 
feudin’ and fussin’ for radio per- 
sonalities has taken some unortho- 
dox turns, and the addendas and 
extras being appended to contracts 
today are as peculiar as the codicils 
on an eccentric’s last will and testa- 
ment. 

The day of the straight-offer-on- 
a-per-broadcast basis is over. If you 
want a top name to ride your kilo- 
cycles today, it requires an incen- 
tive over and above a weekly sal- 
ary. If it isn’t a pension it’s some 
other “security” guarantee, a 

| Share in royalties or some other 
extra-curricular payoff. 

The upshot is that it’s put the 
talent in the driver’s seat. They're 
the ones who are calling the turns 
The Bennys, Bergens, Burns & A\l- 
lens, etc., are today as knee-deep 
in the involved business and ad 
ministrative machinery of show biz 
as they are in the purely 
tainment aspects. 

‘New Era’ for Deals 

The “new era” in talent-network 
deals is reflected anew in the re- 
ported contractual setup whereby 
CBS inherits Burns & Allen in re- 
turn for a “security” provision. It 


manifested itself in the royalty- 
sharing arrangement whereby 


|!Charlie McCarthy non-broadcast 
| profits acc-ue to Edgar Bergen. 

| The “fabulous” aspects of the 
current deals took a new turn re- 
cently when CBS _ reportedly 
expressed a willingness to pay 
Fred Allen $100,000 during a °49- 
50 layoff period in return for an 
exclusive on his radio-TV services 
when he returns to the air. Allen 
subsequently made a deal with 
NBC which pretty much lets him 
call all the turns. 


| The report that ABC network, 
in a bid to win over the brace 
of Bristol-Myers shows (“Duffy’s 
Tavern” and “Mr. District Attor- 
ney”), was willing to establish a 
contiguous rate which would also 
result in a saving for the sponsor 
on time charges involving a third 
show, “Break the Bank,” currently 
on ABC, is also part of the same 
pattern. 





to 9 problem, why can’t it have) 


/the same impact in the daytime, 
specifically in countering the top 
audience pulling Arthur Godfrey 
morning show on CBS? 

As result, ABC is planning to 
slot a bigtime jackpot giveaway as 
opposition to Godfrey. If it could 
duplicate its nighttime success, it 
would be sweet revenge for ABC, 
| where, it is recalled all too vividly, 
|it reigned for years as undisputed 
'champ in a.m. Hooper sweepstakes 
‘in the Tom Breneman “Breakfast 
|in Hollywood” era. But today it is 
‘completely out of the picture, with 
Godfrey and CBS in the driver's 
seat. 


H’wood Directors Guild 
Elects Guedel as Prexy 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Radio packager John Guedel is 
the new prexy of the Hollywood 
local, Radio-Television Directors 
Guild. 





Mack, 
treas- 


veepee; Helen 
Sterling Tracy, 


ray Bolen, 
secretary; 
urer. 
Council holds over, but new 
members of national board are 
Thomas Freebairn-Smith, Mel Wil- 
liamson and Charles Vanda. 


Kate’s 308 Sponsors 


Sale of “Kate Smith «Speaks” 
show to 14 local sponsors in the 
past two weeks brings number of 
bankrollers on the MBS co-op to 
308. according to Bert Hauser, di- 
rector of co-op programs. 

Other Mutual personality backed 
by more than 300 sponsors is Fulton 
| Lewis, Jr., who has 375. 





Others elected for terms | 
running until May, 1950, are Mur- | 


ELECTRIC COS. SKED 
‘ARCHER’ AS HAYES SUB 


“Corliss Archer,” the former 
Campbell Soup commercial which 
has been doing consistent summer 
replacement duty in recent years, 
is being dusted off the shelf again 
—this time for the electric com- 
panies, which regularly sponsor 
Helen Hayes in the Sunday night 
CBS “Electric Theatre.” 

Date for start of summer re- 
placement hasn’t been set yet. de- 
pending on whether Miss Hayes 
goes off for eight or 10 weeks. 

Oddly enough, “Corliss” goes 
‘back into the same 9-9:30 Sunday 
segment it occupied for Campbell 
Soup. N. W. Ayer is the agency. 


Season's Top Ripley; Radio 
Talent Nixed at NAB Shindig 


The concluding shindig of the 
annual convention of the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters in Chicago 
next month will be an elaborate 


entertainment program, with a 
‘committee representing NBC, CBS 
and ABC currently whipping up 
the format and the various acts, 
under the general chairmanship of 
Carl Haverlin, Broadcast Music, 
Inc., prexy. (Mutual has begged 
off from participation in the talent 
spread, reportedly as & budget- 
saving expedient.) 

What m-kes this year’s fiesta so 
different from- past years, how- 
jever, is the fact that not a single 


enter- 


| snarl 


QPOSITION, CHUM? 





Durante Balks at Luckenbill's Move 
To Put Sinatra on Show Next Fall 





| 


The Maestro Sings 


NBC employees at Radio 
City, N. Y., headquarters had 
themselves a rare treat last 
week when they were able to 
pipe into Studio 8-H during 
the several afternoons that 
Arturo Toscanini was rehears- 
ing the singers and chorus for 
the two-part “Aida” to be pre- 
sented this Saturday (26) and 
next (2) on radio and tele 
vision. 

Practically through the en- 
tire series of rehearsals Tos- 
canini could be heard singing 
all of the roles at the top of 
his voice—and not always on 
key. 


Abe Burrows 


Four-Way CBS 
1-Year Deal 


CBS is in the process of conclud- 
ing negotiations for a seven-year 
contract which will give the net- 
work an exclusive on the services 
of Abe Burrows as performer, pro- 
ducer, director and writer. It in- 
volves both radio and television, 
with probability that Burrows will 
move east and operate out of N.Y. 
headquarters. 

Move is cued to the network’s 
new policy of bringing talent into 
the, CBS organization as employees 
on a long-range basis rather than 
as independent contractors, repre- 
senting a new facet in the CBS vs. 
NBC program jockeying. Amount 
of coin involved in the seven-year 
deal isn’t disclosed, but the pay 
for the four-way Burrows ride is 
said to be more than substantial. 

Oddly enough, general trade im- 


(Continued on page 36) 











Amsterdam Sweating Out 
45-Day Option Snarl On 


J 
| 
| 


] 
| 


+ Hollywood, March 22. 


Hotter than a two-bit pistol is 
the controversy raging between 
| Jimmy Durante and Tom Lucken- 
| bill, radio boss of the Esty agency. 
Summed up, the issue is this: 
| Luckenbill wants Frank Sinatra on 
the Durante show next season and 
|The Schnoz is just as determined 
not to share a Camel with him. 

It all came about when Lucken- 
bill came to town and two weeks 
later Alan Young takes his depar- 
ture. Only explanation: “he just 


didn’t work out.” Now The Schnoz 
|and his package partner, producer 


Phil Cohan, are scouting around 
for a light comic, the more he acts 
like Garry Moore, the better. to 
finish out the season's last cycle 

There is partial agreement on 
one point that the show could use 
a singer, the more like last sea- 
son’s Peggy Lee the better, but 
Sinatra is not the answer in the 
considered opinion of J. Durante. 
Jack Paar has been suggested as 
the nearest approach to Moore but 
so far no action there. 

Young continues on his own 
Tums show and Luckenbill will be 
back in New York this week to re- 
port back to the client. Mean- 
while Durante and Cohan, who con- 
trol the show, may have some ideas 
of their own on the shape of things 
to come when the barrier lifts next 
September. 


MBS Taking No 


Chances on Lewis 


Mutual’s attempt to experiment 
with Fulton Lewis as a video at- 
traction has proved a costly ven- 
ture. Result is that the network is 
now in the process of renegotiat- 
ing a contract with its most suc- 
cessful co-op commentator, pre- 
venting him from going on TV 
without the web’s official consent. 

Strictly on an _ experimental 
basis, Lewis was given a TV show- 
case in Washington. Mutual ap- 
parently didn’t reckon on Lewis’ 
AM bankroller in the capital, an 
auto dealer, doing a fast burn and 





Services in CBS Tangle immediately canceiting out 


Morey Amsterdam finds himself 
in the middle of a 45-day option 
and a peculiar between- 
shows predicament. To accent his 


plight, the new Pulse ratings for 
television find his CBS sustainer 
moving into the No. 10 spot. But 
he’s now without either radio or 
video facilities. 


| 


| 


. Mutual recalled what happened 
when “Meet the Press” was bought 
for television by General Foods, 
which also had disastrous AM re- 


| percussions for the show. On that 


CBS dropped the comedian sev- | 


eral weeks back from both AM 


and TV. The network, in a report- | 


ed change of heart, tried to woo 
him back, at least for TV, even 
though it meant giving in to fea- 
tures attending his contractual tie- 
up with Music Corp. of America. 
Amsterdam said no dice, and in re- 
turn CBS is exercising a 45-day op- 
tion on his services. 
Amsterdam doesn’t want to be 
“serviced” by CBS. it’s a case of 
sweating it out. 





radio performer will be booked to 
entertain the broadcasters. The 
top acts will be culled, rather, 
from niteries, vaude circuits, pic- 
tures, etc. 

The reasoning behind it is this: 


With the networks, notably NBC ' 
and CBS, currently experiencing | 


an unprecedented era of talent 
raiding, resulting in strained rela- 
tions not only in the top admin- 
istrative rivalry but among artists 
themselves, it was figured an NAB 
convention would be the last place 
in the world to bring the Hopes, 


Bennys, etc., together to kindle the. 
S. Paley-vs.-Niles Tram- 


William 
mell fires. 


And since | 


occasion the radio bankroller, Hi- 
Grade Products, which sponsored 
“Press” in the top eight key mar- 
kets, also got sore and cancelled 
out. 

Mutual is taking no chances on 
losing out on the hefty chunk of 
sponsorship coin Lewis brings in 
to the web. 


‘SING IT AGAIN’ SPONSOR 
MYSTERY STUMPS CBS 


CBS execs are trying, thus iar 
unsuccessfully, to come up with 
the web’s own jackpot answer why 
it can’t snare a sponsor for its Sat- 
urday night “Sing It Again” airer. 

The hour-long giveaway sustainer 





is now paying off with an 11.8 
|rating for one quarter-hour seg- 


ment (which makes it the top sus- 
tainer on the air) and an overall 
9.9 for the full 60 minutes. At that 
rate it is paying off (to nobody but 
us, says CBS) considerably better 
than a flock of top-budgeted com- 
mercial airers. 

But it has been on the air nearly 
a year—without any nibbles. 


Kraft’s Summer Standbys 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Nelson Eddy stars with Dorothy 





Kirsten again as the Kraft Music 


Hall summer standby for Al] Jol- 
son, starting June 2. 

Robert Armbruster will direct 
the music, with Ed Helwick script- 
ing. 
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SPORTS THRILL OF THE WEEK 
With Ed Thorgersen 
Producer: Paul Jonas — 
Writer: John Bosman 
5 Mins.; Saturday, 9:55 p. m. 
FRAM CORP. 
Mutual, from New York 
(Van Sant & Dugdale) 


“Sports Thrill” has a basically 
sound concept—presenting a re- 
corded highspot from the play-by- | 


event. On the broadcast caught. 
(12) it was the dramatic finale of a 
basketball contest between Em- 
poria Teachers College and Indiana 
State Teachers when the lead 
changed three times in 10 seconds. 
Ed Thorgersen set the scene, then 
cued in a recording of the actual 
broadcast. Quality of the disk, 
however, was poor, what with a 
hoarse announcer shouting over a 
roaring crowd. Drama of the cli- 
mactic moment came _ across, 
though. 

Thorgersen followed with a short 
recorded telephone interview with 
the hoonvster who won the game 
with a 35-foot toss. And as an 
added attraction he had another 
half-minute taped phone chat with | 
Joe Louis on the champ’s retire-| 
ment. The three recorded spots, | 
plus commercials, were a lot to! 
cram into five minutes, and com- | 
mercials for Fram automotive fil- 
ters were punched with too much | 
pressure. ut “Sports Thrill” pro- 
vides a good vehicle to attract a 
male audience. 


FRANK FARRELL-MONICA 
LEWIS SHOW 

With Lloyd Nolan, guest 

Producer-director: Mende Brown 

30 Mins.; Sat., 12:30 p. m. 

Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. 


Somewhat similar in format to 
the sundry Mr. and Mrs. shows 
that are cluttering up the kilocycles 
is the new Frank Farrell-Monica 
Lewis half-hour stanza that debuted 
Saturday (19) on WOR, N. Y., with 
chitchat, recordings, news analyses 
and guest celebrity, Lloyd Nolan. 
Judging from his reference to 
“hobnobbing” with Winchell, Ray 
Bolger, Dan Dailey and Morton 
Downey in his night club rounds, 
N. Y. World-Telegram columnist 
Farrell must be quite the man 
about town. 


However, in a more serious vein | of speakers—two or three some- | 
Farrell turned to the “story of the times try to talk simultaneously. | “Art 


week.” The Atlantic Pact was dis- 
missed with the remark, “that’s 


MILTON CROSS OPERA ALBUM 
With Cross, Ed Reimers, announcer 
Producer: Bill Marshall 

30 Mins., Sun., 4:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

ABC, from N. Y. 

Now that the Saturday after- 
‘noon Metropolitan Opera _ broad- 
casts are over for the season, ABC 
most appropriately brings 





back | 


AMERICAN THEATRE WING 
LECTURE HALL 

With Harold Clurman; announcer, 
Paul Brentson 

Producer: Ted Cott 

Director: Jack Grogan 

' 15 Mins.; Wed. 10 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| WNEW, N. Y. 

As part of WNEW'’s cross-the- 





From the Production Centres. ; 


‘IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| 











Milton Cross’ album of recorded | poard sustainer, “Curtain at Ten,”| Singer Margaret Phelan to be headlined on WMGM'’s cross-the-board 


opera favorites. 


keeps the fragrant memory of those | 
performances fresh with his pro- 
gram. It’s a high-grade opera disk 
jock show, with stress on the_ 
melodious and the familiar, but en- 
compassing only the finest in oper- 
atic music. Cross makes the show 
appealing by his cultivated, au- 
thorative, yet simple pronounce- | 
ments on the music, explaining the 
| story line leading up to the music 
heard, and otherwise giving the 
program individuality. 

Sunday’s (20) preem had a well- 
selected, varied program, com- 
prising the “Ritorna Vincitor” 
from “Aida,” sung by Zinka Mil- 
anov; “Parigi O Cara,” from “Tra- 
viata,” sung by Beniamino Gigli 
and Maria Caniglia; the Magic Fire 
Music from ‘“Walkure”; “Ave 


Maria,” from “Otello,” with Tiana | the other. 


Lemnitz, and the Drinking Song | 
from “Hamlet,” by Robert Merrill. 
Bron, 


NEWS AS IT HAPPENS 
With Leo W. O’Brien, guests 


Bril. | 30 Mins., Wed., 8 p.m. 


| Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 
WPTR, following the lead taken 
|last year by Jim Healey’s WOKO 
in originating “‘Meet the Press” 
ifrom the legislative correspond- 
;ents’ room at the Capitol, is pre- 
|senting round-table discussions by 
| legislators in its studios. 


moderated “Meet the Press,” is 
performing the same duty here. 

Program will appeal to intel- 
ligent adults and to older school 
_students. Participants tend to be 
| slow in warming up and at times to 
| pull their punches. Subjects de- 
bated have included the state bud- 
_get, housing, water power educa- 
ition, and Governor Dewey’s po- 
litical future. 

O’Brien, who is rapidly develop- 
| ing into a top-flight broadcaster, 
might do more in identifying voices 


| He could consider, too, the desir- 


|ability of giving added though | 


Leo W. | 
‘O’Brien, INS correspondent, who | 


rt : : Cross, so long) American Theatre Wing -Lec-| “Accent on Music” next week....ABC’s 12-year-old blind singing star, 
play description of an athletic | identified with the Met broadcasts, oad Hall is holding down the | 


Betty Clark, to appear at National Council to Prevent Blindness benefit 
Wednesday night segment.. On the | at Century theatre Tuesday (29)....Galen Drake’s radio anecdota and 


tape-recorded initial shot last} poems set between covers of Doubleday book out tomorrow (Thurs.) 


week from the Wing’s W. 54th! ....Hildegarde set for guest shots on both Fred Allen and Henry 


St., N. Y., classroom, veteran pro-, Morgan shows on NBC Sunday (27)... Phil Alampi, WJZ farm news. 
ducer-director Harold Clurman caster, to lecture at Vocation Agriculture Section of U. of Pennsylvania 
guested at a symposium which dis-| April 1....ABC reporter Pauline Frederick broke an ankle on icy 
cusses ,problems affecting the the-| pavement Friday (18). She’s reporting to work on crutches. ...Anent 
atre. WHOM’s awards to artists on rival WOV bilingual operation: station 

Evidently speaking extempo-! points out that while WHOM personalities pulled plenty of votes, these 
raneously, Clurman proved him-| had to be invalidated, since employees are barred from participation 
self a man of logic and quick de-| Bob Heller, CBS executive producer, bedded with penicillin poison- 
cision in handling such queries| ing |. Don Ball, manager of WCBS editing division, upped to program 
from the floor as: “Is there too director. ...Actress Leslie Woods has joined cast doing commercials on 
much direction in the theatre’ | anos “stop the Music”....WNYC chief Seymour Siegel, a navy com- 
and “Will a government subsidy : , : yao rRessiess ~ Midiicc ealaaedie he - on 
é ‘ate eitnation?”? | Mander, to make two-week cruise on the Missouri, starting April 24 
remedy the theatre’s situation: | enaaiiebee, Seanaiein. notte Mr. and Mrs. Bill B goa 
Concerning the former, he held Jaug ter, atricia Ann, born to Mr. and Mrs. Bi ack. He’s chief of 
that direction doesn’t cripple an Schwerin Research testing division....Ara Gerald and Hal Studer 
actor’s initiative, for both the added to cast of “Lora Lawton”... Helen Choat, Ian Martin and Irene 
director and performer supplement | pe to “Young Widder Brown”....Peggy Lobbin to “Front Page 

arrell. 

Regarding a subsidy, Clurman| WMGM announcer Ed Stokes father of a daughter, Wendy Elizabeth 
opined that money alone wouldn’t| .... Martin Stone covering one entire wall of his new office with books 
| be a solution but “it’s a step in the | of authors who have met the critics....Perry Como, Bob Smith and 
right direction and I’m all for it.” other radio figures to appear at Macy’s music festival March 26 and 
/Clurman’s contribution to this pro-| Apri] 2....Wayne Murray now directing and John Bates scripting 
| gram was all too brief. If the in-| «Saturday Morning:Story Fair’ on WNYC. .. Rosemary Rice and Hope 
| troductory as well as tail end notes | Miller into this Sunday’s Theatre Guild production of “June Moon.” 

to the stanza were pruned more | Fred Smith, former veepee in charge of advertising, promotion and 
| eee _ ee aaaee | public relations for ABC, has formed Fred Smith & Co., Inc., pub-ad 
> the Ha = a 4 | firm. Veepee of the new organization is LeRoy G. Provins, onetime 
ew more precious minutes. a \ etre ; “te . os ; 
: ; radio specialist for the State Dept.’s Anglo-American-Caribbean Com- 
It’s unfortunate that a show of 


this nature could not be accorded | ™!SS!0n. 


10re time for just when one’s in-| 

‘event is suaned, the quarter hour | IN HOLLYWOOD eee 
ion Pn i gs ge ay _ Ann Rutherford won out over 50 aspirants who auditioned for the 
focus the public’s attention on| Blondie” role....Peggy Lee will be a regular with Bing (€ rosby next 
some of the theatre’s problems | Season although non-exclusive o Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis will 
which generally are obscured by have the aid of Bob Hope in kicking off their NBC show April 3 
one reason or another. Gilb. Cecil Underwood, Coast radio head for Warwick & Legler, was being 
pee ead Si | hitched in Hollywood same day Paul Warwick’s son, John, was. marry- 
| | ing into the Pabst family....Paul Mowrey will be around for a few 
ART MOONEY’S TALENT TRAIN | months to see that ABC’s tele stations in Hollywood and Frisco are 
| With Art Mooney’s orch | successfully launched. ...Andy Haley’s KAGH in Pasadena was granted 
Produc q: Jack Cleary | full time operation by FCC....Ralph Edwards will do two broadcasts 


ps a Pag Marquith | of “Truth or Consequences” from Minneapolis late this month and early 


ae @ 8 i next. He’ll tape “This Is Your Life” in Hollywood before he takes off 
bo* ig -* a” =. ifor the northwest....Bill Craig and Gil Ralston of the Procter & 
» Fe Gamble television department looking around to make some deals 


| ¥ormatted along the lines of the | After N : dee a) 
| seanats Heidt opportunity show, | er NBC and Warwick & Legler worked for days to set up a Mil 


g “s9>| Waukee origination along comes the network with a preempt order for 
resid tg DE sng Reger the time.... Jean Hersholt airs “Dr. Christian” from Chicago April 27 
caer antes is only as good as its | after which the troupe proceeds to.New York for three broadcasts.... 


overt,” in favor of the Judith Cop-| discreet guidance. Veteran news- | performers. In this case they were | Another perigrination east is that of Edward Arnold, producer Leonard 


lon-Valentin Gubitschev spy case. 
Here he modestly recalled his own 
“experience with the secret serv- 
ice” to speculate that there was a 
love motive involved in the pair’s 
association. 

Farrell, in general, handles him- 
self proficiently, and is helped by 
a smooth delivery. On the other 
hand, while Miss Lewis admittedly 
has a fine singing voice, her low- 
tqned, muffled conversational style 
is difficult to understand. Nolan’s 
stint was a bright spot. In town 
for the preem of the ‘Bad Boy” 


film at the Palace, N. Y., the actor | 


explained the organizational make- 
up of the Variety Clubs, sponsors 
of the film. 

This noontime Saturday show 
will find a ready quota of listeners, 
but its audience appeal could be 
improved by tightening the pro- 
gram’s rambling makeup. Gilb. 


BIRTHDAY PARTY 
With Jack Benny, emcee; Jack 
Smith, Margaret Whiting, Shir- 
ley Temple Joel McCrea, Jerry 
Gray’s orch and The Modernaires 
Producer-Director: Gordon Hughes 
Writers: Hugh Wedlock, Howard 
Snyder ; 
30 Mins.; Wed. (16), 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Hollywood 
Saluting the Camp Fire Girls on 
their 39th anniversary, CBS wrap- 
ped up a topflight birthday party. 
Jack Benny, backed by a slick 
script, turned in an ingratiating 


|man lines up the guests. Program | 
manager Howard Maschmeier, pro- | 


|duces and announces show. 
| : Jaco. 
| TAINTER TALKS 

| With Eric Tainter 

| 15 Mins., Sat., 9 a.m. 

| Sustaining 

KCKN, Kansas City 


This one might be called “News- 
man at Ease” or “Newsman Cleans 
Up His Desk.” In a once-a-week 
session Eric Tainter, KCKN’s news 
|editor, gets on the air and chats 
with dialers, giving them a bit of 
this and that, with some Tainter 
comment thrown in. It’s an oppor- 
tunity to air the many feature 
Stories, inside information, bio- 
| graphical material and other asides 
on the news which come across 
‘the wires and news desk during 
| the week. 





Actually the material is pretty | 


'carefully picked as the week rolls 


on, and thus proves fairly interest- | 


ing because of both topical and 
timely selection. 
inside here or there, a personal 


comment, or an angle which wasn’t | 


available during regular newscasts 
or which developed later. Pro- 
|gram is a worthwhile adjunct to 
| Station’s regular schedule of news 
| broadcasts. Quin. 


i ie ee ee 


+ Followup Comment 


FO4 > 4446666446444 460460066! 


emcee job that had as much of the | 


Benny humor as his regular Sun- | 


day stanza. Staying in chawracter 
all the way through, Benny gagged 
about his tightness, his age and the 
inevitable “Horn Blows at Mid- 
night.” There was also a running 
gag on Benny’s hogging the mike. 

Jack Smith gave a bouncey vocal 
version of “Sunflower” and Mar- 
garet Whiting also pleased with a 
pop ballad. Plugs for the girls’ 
organization were defty incorpor- 
ated into the show, with Shirley 
Temple telling about her experi- 


ences as a member and reciting its | 
Joel McCrea, sponsor of | 


pledge. 
a CFG club in Moorpark, Cal., ex- 
ee why he supports the group. 

inally a trio of young Camp Fire 


Girls told Benny the significance | 
of their ’49 slogan, “Make Mine | 


Democracy.” It was an appealing 
spot and one of the youngsters got 
off a cute crack. When Benny told 
her his Indian name, she trans- 
lated it as “Hold Your Hair in 
Your Hand.” Bril. 


Back at its original stamping 
ground after a two-month, top- 
budgeted programming fling on the 
Coast, utilizing Jack Benny, Bing 
Crosby and other film-radio per- 
sonalities, ‘Ford Theatre” returned 
last Friday (18) with a New York- 
origination of “Holy Matrimony,” 
starring Charles Laughton and 
Hester Sondergaard. 
radio. The adaptation of the old 
Laughton film vehicle captured the 
charm and quiet chuckles of the 
original. 

Laughton, as the shy and re- 
luctantly famous painter who wit- 
nesses his own burial in Westmin- 
ister Abbey, subdued his usual his- 
trionics and cued his performance 


dergaard, as his capable and prac- 
tical wife, was well cast and proved 
anew her versatility as a top radio 
/performer. Having solidified “Ford 
Theatre’s niche among. radio’s 
_dramatic showcases via its Coast 


(Continued on page 36) 


Tainter gives an | 


It was good | 


to the script’s demands. Miss Son- | 


just a cut above average. Preem- Reeg and scripter Jean Holloway for three shots of “Mr. President” 
ing in Boston’s RKO theatre, the | from New Yors... . Jimmy Durante goes east late next month to enter- 
|Mooney airer brought to the mike | tain editors and publishers at their annual Banshee at the Waldorf 

a sock quartet spiritualizing “Dem | Sam Hayes, NBC newscaster, fathered a femme last week ... David 
Bones”; a smooth piano duo play- | Young, who produces Family Theatre, named radio and television con- 
ing “Dark Eyes”; a drummer who | sultant of L. A. Daily News....True Boardman passing three weeks in 
pounded out a somewhat frantic New York to get his teeth into television. ...“Corny” Jackson goes into 
percussion exercise; a mimic whose | training next week with the Giants at Phoenix and Leo Durocher has a 
hackneyed routine sank after his | spanking new uniform laid out for him....Rupert Lucas returned east 
first bit; a passable accordionist; | after recording a dozen star interviews for the campaign to improve 
and a blind girl singer whose only | relations between U. S. and Canada....Hallmark Playhouse continues 
so-so chirping copped the $100 | through the summer but without top names.... Buddy Clark goes back 
ge =< = ed + Amel Judai On | to the hospital next week for surgery, which will keep him off the Car- 
the following broadcast. Ju ~~ | nation show for two or three weeks... .Ben Frommer, who used to be a 


prod hand B sv gp ov Ba er eli mimic on radio, is now press agenting a couple of mimics. 


ing back for a half-minute reprise. 
Fact that the show is tagged a IN CHICAGO eee 

“talent train” provides Mooney| Radio writers to do some April fooling around in Milwaukee on 
with several good copy twists and| NBC bus junket to catch Eddie Cantor appearance there April 1.... 
chanice to explain its touring ar-| WRBM newscaster Julian Bentley surveyed German education in 
rangement, which calls for the ap-' alumni conclave of Phi Sigma Kappa... NBC announcer George Stone 
pearance on each aircast of ar back at duties after near-disastrgus auto crash....WMOR, new Chi FM 
md — yp re a ree ee . | station, started broadcasting Sunday (20), with Kenesaw M. Landis, II, 
Midway in the es Mooney skeds | Sun-Times columnist, interpreting the news, and disker Studs Terkel 








: : ;_| reviving his “Wax Museum”....WGN flew Irish soprano Rita Lynch 

— i- | - : 
. eee oc Rhy oun ores from Dublin for special St. Patrick’s Day appearance. ...Mutual’s Gwen 
Are Smiling” to mark St. Patrick’s | Griffen and Jean Lewis in Northwestern U. drama....WJJD in new 


| Day—with the best-singing city public services, bringing Chi aldermen to mike with Marty Hogan em- 
‘each month to get a cash award, Ceeing....Station rep John Blair in Florida on biz junket and Wells 
for its community chest. | Barnett making survey in Texas....Mutual promotion adding Irene 
| Mooney did a competent emcee | Patraszerski. ...WENR station manager Roy McLaughlin on biz trip 
| job, introing the contestants briefly | with N. Y. ABC execs, 

but pleasantly. His orch opened WBBM commentator Paul Gibson in Nassau for week’s rest. Jim 
the show with “Four Leaf Clover,” | Conway will sub on a.m. show... .Interviewer Don Herbert of WMAQ’s 
tune which brought Mooney into | “It's Your Life” to Battle Creek army hospital for program background 
prominence, but after the theme)... Buck Buchanan new WENR spot salesman....WMAQ aired “Oper- 
the band was lost behind the ama-' ation Snowbound,” Fifth Army’s fight against western blizzard Sunday 
teurs. Mooney closed the stanza (20)... NBC snow dodgers include central division manager John 
with an appeal to band leaders and Whalley to Jamaica, Frances Clark to Coast and Zunie Zolp to Arizona 
talent books, pointing out that the| ... Eddie Fitz new WBBM salesman....WBBM disker John McCor- 
| | Bril | mick has new late Saturday afternoon show to supplement his midnight 
: ‘ | stint....Dick Bellamy, Benton & Bowles publicity chief, in Chi last 
. | week....WGN-TV director Vern Brooks off to Gotham on biz...- 
THE TAILCEANN | ABC’s Johnny Norton, Gil Berry and Bob McKee in Minneapolis...- 
| With George Roberts and students CBS producer Cy Howard in Chi and Milwaukee next week from Holly- 
| of John Carroll, Notre Dame and wood....Mutual’s Walter Lurie and Bob Schmid here last week... - 
Ursuline Colleges. Composer Harry Carlson guested on June Marlowe morning musical 








Writer-Producer: Thomas __ E.| 
| as hn es oe IN W ASHINGTON eee 
maw ° p.m, Mrs. Eric Johnston, wife of the MPAA prexy, and daughter Harriet, 


| WGAR, Cleveland — on james —, — show over bya 2 xe = 

, ... Singer Jeanne Warner to be repeat guest on WNBW-NBC’s ‘Sen 
| eB pn ng a ieraee — ate Get Together,” local variety TV show, Thursday, with comedian 
_rick’s Day production was strictly Sid Blake sharing spotlight honors.... Bill Brundige, ,director © 
for Ulster. Built around the legend | sports for WOL-Mutual, being out in for a nightly five-minute pick up 
| of St. Patrick convincing the pagan | f9r his scheduled nightly sportscast during his Florida stint with the 
Ireland to accept The Church, the Washington Senators baseball club....Lansing B. Lindquist, program 
| Stanza failed to project either the | director for WOL, appointed to faculty of American U, another example 
spirit or the feeling of the occa- | of growing emphasis on radio in local colleges. ...President Truman $ 
sion. return to his desk past Monday marked by a surprise for the boss—# 


| Writing was thin; production | Video receiver with 24-inch screen, installed during his Key West 
very spotty and casting, with the | vacation....WOIC cameraman Dave Zarin received a surprise past 
possible exception of George Rob- week when he learned that a recruit from the audience whom he ha 
| tabbed to help him place a “mike” during televising of “Art Brown’ 
Talent Parade” turned out to be Joseph Zamoiski, show's sponsor. 


| was amateurish and bad. 
Mark. 
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Untrammelled Trammell 


When, a few weeks back, CBS, under signature of prexy Frank 
Stanton sent to all ad agencies and sponsors, a letter boasting of 
the network’s new sphere of influence of broadcasting, predicated 
on the graboff of top talent, NBC decided it was time to blow the 
whistle and “set the record straight.” 

2tesult is a comprehensive five-page letter sent out over the week- 


end by NBC prez Niles Trammell 


to agencies, clients, affiliate sta- 


tions and the trade press, taking issue, point by point, with the Co- 


lumbia claims to pre-eminence i 
mell, it draws the “distinction be 
analysis of fact.” 


n which, in the words of Tram- 
tween imaginative promotion and 


In the opinion of NBC, the Stanton-CBS boasts are, like the 
fabled Mark Twain death, “slightly exaggerated” and not based on 


fact. It’s the first known instance 
engaging in a such a printed wor 
lighting. 


of the two major network prexies 
d slugfest for general trade spot- 


In the five-page missive, Trammell quotes all of the assorted 


CBS claims (on top-rating shows, 


leadership in public service pro- 


gramming, power, cost-per-thousand impact on advertisers, billings, 
etc.), with the NBC addenda to establish its own claim that “there 
is no question that NBC is still America’s No. 1 network—in sound 


broadcasting and in television.” 








‘Obsolescence’ Hits Radio, Too, 


As 6,000,000 AM Sets Fade in 48 


Washington, March 22. + 


A new twist to the receiver ob- 
solescence dispute was given by 
William E. Ware, prez of the FM 
Assn., in a statement over the 
weekend that 6,000,000 AM sets 
“became obsolete” last year, “due 
primarily to the fact that they died 
a natural death of old age and 
weren't worth having repaired.” 

But this year, Ware predicted, | 
“the AM-only set will become even 
more obsolete and in greater per- 
centage than ever because the pub- | 
lic demand for the superior quali- | 
ties of FM broadcasting and re- 
ception makes the AM medium ob- 
solete.” 

Ware found in the “price war” 
in the radio set industry “a sure 
signpost that FM receiver produc- 
tion during 1949 will outstrip that 
of either TV or AM.” He said the 
price cutting is being done to clear 
out stocks of old-style receivers 
“and thus pave the way for in- 
creased output of sets providing 
high-fidelity and static-free FM re- 
ception.” 

He regarded as “most signifi- 
cant” that Emerson, Zenith and 
Philco “are turning out. or are 
about to start manufacturing, FM- 
only table model sets selling at 
average prices,” while factories 
“are scrapping their plans for con- 
tinued large-scale production of 
AM-only and TV-only sets.” 

Anticipating that the 1948 output 
of 100,000 FM-only sets will be 
“more than tripled” in the next 12 
months, Ware said that “from here 
on the American public will have 
FM reception available on 99° 
of all home receivers turned out.” 

FMA headquarters here discount- 
ed the February Radio Manufac- 
turers Assn. report showing video 
set output in excess of FM-AM 
combination sets as being of spe- 
Cial significance. Part of the TV 
production, FMA said, included TV- 
FM combinations. As for the drop 
in FM-AM sets to 98,969 in Febru- 
ary, compared to 147,733 in Janu- 
ary, the belief was expressed that 
current or anticipated shifts to FM- 
only receivers have not yet been 
translated in production reports. 


NY. Labor Mixed 
On Uniform Pact 


_ Organization of New York sta- 
tion toppers, launched at a lunch 
a weeks ago, started activities 
— week with a questionnaire to 
anagers on their labor contracts. 
ae of the organization, to set up 
; ywide union pacts with a uni- 
orm expiration date, has resulted 


in divided reactions fr 
roadcast guilds. Pate. oe 


The letter signed by 
oe y Eldon A. 
pred WINS, temporary chairman 
atkea seers labor committee, 
tracts or info concerning con- | 
a per expiration dates with 
Artist erican Federation of Radio 
8, the American Federation | 
(Continued on page 36) 
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“The People’s Choice,” by 
' Lyon. 
| program will present the problems 





WBAL’s ‘Man of Year’ 


Baltimore, March 22. 

WBAL’s “Man of the 
Year” in music is Reginald 
Stewart, conductor of the Bal- 
timore Symphony Orchestra. 
Stewart has been designated 
as recipient of the WBAL 
plaque—one of a series’ be- 
stowed by the station on Bal- 
timoreans who are judged tops 
in their field. 

Similar awards are made in 
the field of engineering, medi- 
cine, etc. 








CBS to Stress 
Ace Scripters On 
Documentaries 


Paralleling CBS’ graboff of top 
radio stars, the web's documentary 
unit is corralling ace scripters in 
the field to turn out a series of 
60-minute airers during this year. 
Already pacted for one documen- 
tarv, Norman Corwin is now writ- 
ing his first program for CBS 
since his “One World Flight” two 
years ago. 

In a departure from normal 
radio practice, the CBS docu- 
mentaries will give top billing to 
the scripters. Admitting — that 
radio, like films, tended to sluff 
off writers’ credits, Werner Michel, 
chief of the CBS documentary 
unit, said his department recog- 
nized that “without a good script. 
a producer, director and cast can 
accomplish nothing.’ Michel said 
that aside from the w.k. writers, 
his unit was attempting to develop 
new scripting talent, although “it’s 
a risky business.” 

Next CBS documentary 
year’s schedule of six 


in this 
will be 
Peter 
To be aired in April, the 


of a Congressman in dramatic 
form. Lyon recently returned to 
New York after studying the sit- 


‘uation in the Capitol for several 


Sam Abelow will produce 
show, while Michel will 
the remainder of the 
year’s program. 

Corwin’s documentary, to be 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Colgate Vamps “Top This 

You Top This?,” now 
sustaining on Mutual and 
sponsored by Kirkman Soap on 
WOR. N. Y., will remain on the 
web on a week-to-week basis when 
the Colgate product drops it local 
sponsorship after tonight's broad- 
cast. 

Colgate, via Newell-Emmett, had 
bankrolled the airer nationally on 
NBC until 13 weeks ago when it 
canceled and Mutual picked it up 
sustaining. 


weeks. 
this 





“Can 
heard 
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| ° 
experienced 





PARAM 


Washington, March 22. 
| Bread and Butter for the broad- 
| Casting business—the plain, old- 
fashioned AM kind which supports 
FM and television—will be the 


main problem facing the industry | 
of Broad- | 


when the National Assn 
casters meets April 6 in Chicago 
for its 27th annual convention, to 
be held in the Stevens hotel. 


Other subjects, important though 
they may be, will get second bill- 
ing to the emphasis which will be 
given sales now that the easy days 
are over when broadcasters merely 
“accepted” business. 
to prewar competition,” 
NAB spokesman, “and 


said an 
it's hustle 


/and go for the advertising dollar.” | 


In some areas broadcasters have 
a “leveling off,” and 
fresh efforts are needed to keep up 
a profitable volume of sales. In 
others, something which is relative- 
ly a “depression” has developed, 
and station operators are feeling 
the pinch. In still others, the com- 
petitive media are waging battle, 
and the radio drumbeat must be 
sounded. In other centers, new 
stations, including television, have 
intensified the sales problem. 

In this atmosphere, with around 
2.700 AM and FM stations, and 


, nearly 60 television outlets to be 
; Supported, NAB holds its biggest | 


convention in history, with a reg- | 
istration already at the 1500 mark | 
and an expected attendance of 2,-| 
500. Exhibition space assignments | 
have exceeded any previous gath- 
ering, with displays reflecting the | 
industrial expansions which have 
accompanied the development of 
FM and video. Never has there 


| been such a variety of receivers 


! 


and transmitters—audio and video 
—before the broadcasters. And 
never have program services, espe- 
cially film and tape recordings, 
been given such prominence. 
Altogether there will be about 
30,000 feet of space in the Stevens 
exposition hall for heavy equip- 
ment and 100 rooms on the fifth 
and sixth floors for lighter displays 
and reception. Headquarters have 
already been set up at the Stevens 
by NAB Sec.-Treas. C. E. Arney, 
Jr., with Arthur Stringer, NAB di- 
rector of special services, in charge 
of exhibits. | 
Two-Part Convention 
The convention is divided into 
two parts, the first four days to be 
devoted to the third annual Broad- 
cast Engineering Conference. The 
(Continued on page 36) 


Postman Rings 
On NAB's Code 


Washington, March 22. 

Authority of the board of direc- 
tors of the NAB to adopt commer- 
cial standards for radio stations 
will be determined this week in a 
mail referendum among the mem- 
bership. If the majority vote “yes” 
on proposed amendments to NAB 
bylaws, efforts to enforce the Code 
cease. NAB told members. and the 
standards “will remain only an in- 
effective monument.” 

If the vote is negative the board 
retains its power to develop the 
standards “and to establish appro- 
prite methods to secure observ- 
ance.” Members were advised that 
a majority of the board feels the 
amendments should be defeated. 

The referendum resulted from a 
petition, signed by 295 members, 
presented to the board by Edward 
Breen, of Fort Dodge, la.. former 
member. at the 1948 convention. 
Breen has since been replaced by 
Merrill Lindsay of Decatur, Ill, in 
the recent NAB mail election. 

Members are also being asked to 
vote this week on whether direc- 
tors shall be limited to two consec- 
utive terms This proposal is also 
opposed by the board which ad- 
vised members it had voted 19 to 2 
against the amendment as an inva- 
sion of the rights of the member- 





{ship of each district. i 
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| FM-NAB Merger? 


Washington, March 22 

Possibility that FM members 
of the NAB will bring up the 
subject of merger with the FM 
Assn. at the NAB convention 
in Chicago next month was re- 
ported here Saturday (19) 
from NAB sources. The ques- 
tion may be raised at the FM 
session of the convention on 
April 11 by members who 
don’t like paying dues to two 
organizations. 

FMA headquarters said 
“there isn’t a chance” that any 
discussions could get any- 
where. ‘We're definitely far- 
ther away from a merger than 
we have ever been,” a spokes- 
man told Variety. He said 
the organization is now in good 
financial shape, and that about 
$20,000 is expected from re- 


newals from manufacturer 
members in the next few 
months. 








Taft-Hartley 
Repeal Vital, 


NEED FOR SALES |¢ Both CBS, NBC Now Set for Mammoth 
INT ISSI|f Creative Binges With Network Shows 


+ On the basis of the NBC “Oper- 


Sez AFRA’s Reel 


Washington, March 22. 

Testifying before the House La- 
bor Committee, A. Frank Reel, na- 
tional assistant executive secretary 
of AFRA, warned Friday (18) that 
if the Taft-Hartley Act is not re- 
pealed “we shall have to forget 
about petitions, elections and long- 
drawn-out negotiations and substi- 
tute the quick and unexpected 
strike for recognition.” 


Reel detailed how the 
actors guild is ‘“‘suffering’’ under 
the act because of management 
“stalling and using the law as an 
excuse to destroy decent labor re- 
lations.”’ If the act is not revoked, 
he said, “we shall be driven to 
adopt the system of sending a rep- 
resentative into the manager's of- 
fice with a proposal, asking. for 


radio 


‘immediate and quick bargaining, 


and pulling a strike without warn- | 


ing in the event that he does not 
agree. AFRA has always scrupu- 
lously avoided such tactics. We 
could avoid them successfully un- 
der the Wagner law, but the con- 
tinued existence of the Taft-Hart- 
ley law must push us, and prob- 
ably other white collar unions, into 
that undesirable position.” 

Reel particularly scored those 
provisions of Taft-Hartley which 
ban “secundary' boycotts.” He 
pointed out that if a strike is called 
in a city other than New York, 
Chicago and Los Angeles, the 
struck station may try to carry 
network programs on which AFRA 
members perform. To prevent that 
situation, AFRA contracts with the 
webs include members’ rights to 
refuse to appear on shows to be 
fed to unfair stations. Such a 
clause permits a justified primary 
boycott, Reel testified, but the Taft- 
Hartley act “has raised a consid- 
erable question about this and it 
is one of the most unfair provi- 
sions of the law.” 


Global ‘Town Meeting’ 


“America’s Town Meeting of the 
Air” will take on an international 
flavor during July, August and Sep- 
tember, when the forum will make 
a round-the-world air trip to touch 
some 14 different countries. Par- 
ticipants on the overseas meetings 
will include two Americans and 
two natives on each program. 

As announced in New York last 
week by George V. Denny, Jr., 
originator of ““‘Town Meeting,” the 
discussions in. foreign capitals will 
be recorded and planed back to 
the U. S. for Tuesday night air- 
ings over an ABC 250-station net. 
Stops abroad will include London, 
Paris, Berlin, Rome, etc. 





ations: 1949,” program develop- 
ment policy laid down by prexy 
Niles Trammell and the house-built 
program blueprint on Hubbell Rob- 
inson’s CBS agenda, 
months will probably 
unprecedented creative binge as 
the culmination of the intensive 
two-network rivalry. 

CBS, in effect, is serving notice 
that, quite apart from the strictly 
commercial deals for top talent 
maneuvered by board chairman 
William S. Paley, the network, far 
from sluffing off its package pro- 
gram operation, is determined to 
outsmart and outprogram the NBC 
boys. 

Already on the tentative CBS 
agenda are 10 new shows, eight of 
which were created within the CBS 
program organization, and most of 
them scheduled for a summertime 
tryout showcase. (Harry Acker- 
man, CBS's Coast program veepee, 
got in from the Coast this week 
for huddles on the upcoming roster 
of shows.) They include the fol- 
lowing: 

A half-hour comedy starring Abe 
Burrows, with Burrows also writ- 
ing. 

A mystery 


the coming 


witness an 


show with Hoagy 
Carmichael called “Melody Mor- 
gan,” with Carmichael doubling 
from a piano player in a night 
club to a private eye. 

A- quiz show for teacher partici- 
pants called “Earn Your Apples.” 
with the payoff a “trip to any 
place” the teacher desires. 

A new half-hour situation com- 


(Continued on page 36) 


WNYC Burns At 
CBS Protest 


WNYC, New York’s municipal 
station, is burning because CBS 
has raised an objection to its after- 
dark broadcasting and the FCC has 
renewed its special service authori- 
zation for only 30 days. The web 
asked for curtailment of WNYC’s 
broadcast schedule to protect its 
50kw_ affiliate, WCCO, Minneap- 
olis, pointing out that if it didn’t, 
a precedent might be set breaking 
down the clear channels. 

Seymour Siegel, city radio di- 
rector, argues that this is the first 
time since 1942 that CBS has ob- 
jected and that in the past seven 
years there has never been a com- 
plaint about interference. WNYC, 
he adds, is only lkw and has 
directional antennas protecting 
WCCO, 964 miles away. “The 
FCC’s aim is to aid broadcasting 
in the public interest,” Siegel says, 
“and we’re the only non-commer- 
cial city station in the country. 
But, perhaps because we don't 
have Washington lawyers, we've 
seen our power and broadcast time 
whittled away. Back in 1928 we 
had 5kw full time and today we've 
got one-fifth the power and a lim- 
ited schedule.” 


NIX BARRY, EHRENREICH 
PLEA ON ‘JURY’ SUIT 


Request by Jack Barry and Dan 
Fnrenreich, owners of “Juvenile 
Jury” on Mutual, for a directed 
verdict in their favor in the suit 
brought against them by William 
Evans was turned down Friday 
(18) by Federal Court Judge E. A. 
Conger. Last December the case 
was tried with no verdict result- 
ing, because of a hung jury. It’s 
reported that the jury voted 8-4 
in favor of Barry and Ehrenreich. 

Evans, Chicago writer, is expect- 
ed to come in to New York again, 
to start a new trial. He sought 
$600.000 damages, charging that he 
had submitted a skit to WGN, Chi- 
cago, that Barry and Ehrenreich 
had access to WGN files and that 
they allegedly patterned their pro- 
gram after his script. 

A third party, Carol Marshall, 
also claims she originated the idea. 
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At 76, WBAL’s D. E. Weglein 
Charts TV Patterns for Learning 


Baltimore, March 22. + 

In its own quiet way, WBAL-TV, | 
the enterprising Harold Burke- | 
managed video operation here, is | 
moving in a number of directions | 
in charting TV patterns. Notably 
on three video fronts the station is | 





Coast TV Comes High 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Illustrating the state of 
Coast video, KTLA suld three 
spots on “Hopalong Cassidy” 
to Barbara Ann Bread, but is 


making a distinctive contribution: | 
(1) in its Experimental Workshop | 
designed to integrate TV into the 
school curriculum; (2) in estab- 
lishing a proper commercial form- | 
ula for department store advertis- 
ing and sponsorship via tele, and 
(3), in alerting itself to the needs 
of NBC (with which the AM and TV 
operations are affiliated), in de- 
velopment of local talent as poten- 
tial network personalities. 

It’s particularly in the realm 
of education that WBAL-TV seems 
to be making giant strides in pio- 
neering. Behind it is the saga of 
Dr. David E. Weglein, public serv- 
ice director for the WBAL opera- 
tions, who only a couple of years 
back retired as Baltimore superin- | 
tendent of schools after 40 years as 
a pedagog. Since moving into the 
station, Dr. Weglein has shed a 
good dozen of his 76 years in ex- 
perience. He’s gone on a TV 
binge, with the following results: 

An Experimental TV Workshop 
for Baltimore students has been 
inaugurated, but the approach is 
on an adult level, making it at- 
tractive programming not only for 
in-school viewing, but for general 
consumption as well. As part of 
the TV school curriculum, Dr. 
Weglein has created a “Puppet 
Show for Tolerance,” which marks 
another “first” in educational vi- 
deocasting. 

A music appreciation course for 
students has already been launch- 
ed via TV facilities, with the field 
of science and then history to be 
explored on upcoming agenda. 

The Hutzler Formula 

WBAL-TV’s tie-in with Balti- 
more’s fashionable department 
store, Hutzler Bros. Co., for the 
latter’s sponsorship of a once- 
monthly “Album Revue” program, 
represents a far-reaching step in 
exploring video techniques. Despite 
all the ballyhoo on the potentiali- 
ties of television as a _ natural 
medium for department store ad- 
vertising, there’s been a_ wide- 
spread reluctance to date (and that 

(Continued on page 34) 


TV Earns Cap, 
Gown at OSU 


Columbus, O., March 22. 

Television will be recognized for 
the first time this year at the Ohio 
State Univ. Institute for Education 
by Radio via special awards for 
outstanding TV programs during 
the last year. Both “first awards” 
and “honorable mentions” will be 





still $550 in the red on the 


show. Film cost the station 
$700. It gets $50 each for 
opening, middle and closing 


commercials. 

Figuring is, it’s better than 
no commercial and is good 
window dressing for prospec- 
tive advertisers. 


Philly Belts 


Taproom Tax 


Philadelphia, March 22. 
The city’s amusement tax on tap- 
rooms showing television was 
knocked out at the meeting of City 
Council Thursday (17) with the 








passage of a bill exempting taverns, | 


night clubs and hotels from any 
levy because of video. The ordi- 
nance was approved after Patrick 
Cavanaugh, president of the Phila- 
delphia Retail Liquor Dealers 
Asen., warned that the majority of 
taproom owners would be forced 
to remove the sets 

The liquor dealers fought back 
and got the ordinance when Re- 
ceiver of Taxes Frank Marshall 
notified taproom owners that their 
places were subject to the city’s 
10% amusement clamp, and they 
would have to add same to their 
prices. 

Passage of the. Councilmanic 
ordinance has no effect upon the 
state levy, which demands each 
saloonkeeper pay a fee ranging as 
high as $120 a year. This tax is 
now being contested in the Dau- 
'phin county courts. 


Whiteman’s ‘TV Teen Club’ 
_ ABC’s Sat. Buildup Contrib 


In line with his policy of build- 
ing up Saturday as a big video eve- 
ning, ABC’s TV veepee Bud Barry 

{has announced that Paul White- 
| man, the net’s veepee in charge of 
music, will introduce his “TV Teen 
'Club” on the net’s eastern hookup 
| April 2 from 9 to 10 p.m. 
| The show, which has been seen 
‘in Philadelphia, originates from 
| an armory and features young tal- 
/ent in a musical variety show. 
“Teen Club” will be fed to the 
'net’s midwest and other stations 
‘via kinescope recordings, starting 
| April 16. 





Ford Overite to Cue 
‘Goldbergs’ April 18 Fade 


“The Goldbergs” will go three 
| times monthly, starting April 25, 
'when Sanka picks up the tab. Show, 
| on CBS-TV, had to drop one week 
a month because of overlap of the 
Ford sew, which will run for an 
hour once monthly. “The Gold- 
bergs” will skip the April 18 pro- 
gram. 

The Ford display will be assigned 
another time slot in the fall, and 
“The Goldbergs” 
weekly showings. 


NBC, Kaye Mull 
Video ‘Band Deal 


Sammy Kaye’s “So You Want to 
Lead a Band” feature, which has 
made him over the years one of 
the strongest theatre names, may 
wind up in a slot on NBC-TV out 
of New York. Kaye has been dis- 
cussing a deal with Norman Black- 
burn, NBC video exec, to air a 
show once weekly which would en- 
tail not only voting for AM band- 
leaders by the studio audience, but 
also voting via telephone by video 
viewers. 

Kave also cut transcriptions 
Monday (21) evening of a AM radio 
show designed to occupy three 15- 
minute slots a week, presumably 
on NBC. Disks were made for 
an undisclosed sponsor. They 
were similar in idea to the five-a- 








week shows Kaye did on NBC last | 


summer for Chesterfield. 

Idea of putting Kaye's successful 
stage idea, “So You Want to Lead 
a Band,” is made much easier by 
the coaxial cable hookups. It 
would megn that if Kaye and NBC 
did conclude arrangements to tele- 
vise, the’ leader would not be re- 
stricted to the N. Y. area. He 
could do-his show from any city 
along the cable route. 


Flamingo Into TY 





With some 250 film shorts as a 
product nucleus, Flamingo Films, 
‘Inc., has been formed in New York 
to distribute and produce television 
‘and theatrical pictures. Officers of 
/the firm are James B. Harris, presi- 
dent; Sy Weintraub, véepee in 
charge of tele, and David L. Wol- 
per, secretary-treasurer. Chairman 
of the board is Joseph Harris, who 
‘holds a similar post with Realart 


| Pictures. 

Most of the 250 shorts were ac- 
‘quired last August by Joseph 
‘Harris in a two-month trip to 


‘Britain and France. In addition 
the newly-organized company has 
taken over the tele film library of 
Television Highlights, Inc. 





Par Claims Its ‘Intricate Situation 


handed out to video shows at the | 


institute, which convenes in Co- 


lumbus May 5-8, according to I. | 


Keith Tyler, director. 


Doesn't Rule It Out for Television 2:33. 


Radio programs submitted for | 


this year’s awards match 
last year, with some 550 recordings 
entered from every section of the 
U. S. and Canada. Tyler said the 
greatest increases were shown in 
religious, one-shots, news interpre- 
tation and women’s broadcasts, All 
entries except network radio and 
television are to be judged by 14 
cooperative centers established in 
various cities throughout the coun- 
try. Network shows and TV are to 
be judged on live presentations in 
N. Y. by committees under the co- 
ordination of James Macandrew, 
manager of WNYE, N. Y. 


Pitt. TV Operation Can’t 
Oblige Local Live Talent, 
Gal Gabber Debuts in N.Y. 


Pittsburgh, March 22. 

Florence Sando, women’s com- 
mentator on WCAE, had to go out 
of town to make her TV debut 
since there are still no live video 
shows emanating from here. En- 
gaged to guest m.c. weekly kiddie 
show on WPIX in New York last 
week, she’s been’ spotted on 
the program in the same capacity 
again this Saturday (26) afternoon. 

She flies east for the assignment 
following her Friday program on 
WCAE, 





the | 
record-breaking number submitted | 


Washington, March 22. 
Paramount Pictures went all-out 
to dissuade the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission last week from 
ruling out the film industry from 


television because of anti-trust vio- | 


lation. In addition to its regular 
counsel, Hogan & Hartson, the 
company enlisted the aid of Arn- 
old, Fortas & Porter to prove to 
the Commission it doesn’t have a 
case against picture 
Thurman Arnold was formerly 
asst. attorney’ general .in chayge of 
the Justice Dept. anti-trust divi- 
sion. 


Par presented to the Commis- | 


sion a 40-page petition setting forth 
‘the facts of life regarding anti- 
trust violation and _ the 
guished names of American com- 
panies in the “honor list.” The 


Commission, it said, would be tak- | 


/ing on a big job if it disqualified 
all radio licensees who may have 
violated the act. Such a step, it 
added, would require ‘a sweeping 
reorganization” of the radio and 
television structure of the nation. 

The company said its violation 
ot anti-trust involved “an extreme- 
ly intxicate and unique situation 
of the motion picture industry” 
which does not disqualify it or 
other producers from entering 
television. 
ity were present. Par said, it 
; shouldn't be exercised because of 


producers. | 


distin- | 


But even if the author- | 


‘the unique contribution the indus- 
try can make to the art. 
| If picture companies were ruled 
‘out of video, said Par, the licenses 
of the following companies would 
be jeopardized: 

1. NBC, with video outlets in 


New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, | 


Washington and Cleveland, as well 


as AM and FM outlets in these. 


markets and in San Francisco and 
Denver. 

2. CBS, with stations in New 
York, ‘Washington, St. Louis, L.A., 


Chicago, Minneapolis and Boston, | 


including a*television station in 
New York. 

3. Westinghouse Radio Stations, 
Inc., with outlets in Boston, Spring- 
field, Mass., Pittsburgh, Philadel- 
phia, Ft. Wayne, and Portland, 
Ore., including a video operation 
in Boston. 

4. General Tire & Rubber Co., 


licensee of AM stations in Boston, | 
Worcester, Providence, Bridgeport, | 


_Hartford and Portland, Me. 

5. All newspaper licensees who 
are members of the Associated 
Press. 


Par’s petition jisted 140 major. 


firms involved in anti-trust cases 
which, it said, include almost all 


of the leading companies in the | 


nation’s economy. Among these 
were Eastman Kodak, Bausch & 
Lomb, General Electric, General 
Motors, Ford, Du Pont, Union Pa- 
cific Railroad and Standard Oil. 


WCOP Challenges FCC Authority On 
Anti-Trust Ruling for Film Cos. 


a Pi a ag Marth 22. 
F uthority of the Federal Com. 
Poor Man’s F riend | munications Commission to issue a 
RCA television service men _ | declaratory ruling on the cligibility 
are constantly surprised at the (of motion picture violators of the 





{ 





| area, boasting sets in the $500 


will resume | bracket, 


With 250 Pic Shorts 


drab homes, in the New York _ ant-trust act was challenged yes. 
|terday (21) by Massachusetts 


“and the kids look | Broadcasting Corp., operator of 


like they ain’t got to eat,” as 
they put it. The manner in 
which these low-income fam- 
ilies gamble by not buying the 
$45 annual service contract 
(which, in actuality, means, 
one year’s insurance against 
all hazards) further dramatizes 
the problem. Somehow the 
average seems to be that just 
about when the year is almost 
up the main tube blows, and 
that alone virtually costs the 
$45. The RCA men must also 
charge additional for their 
time and service. 

The installment-buying ap- 
peal has unloaded many sets 
in this type home. Paradox- 
ically, for all the evident eco- 
mie stringency few sets—so 
far—have been reclaimed for 
any default of payment. 








Stone. UA Dicker 
On TV Reissues 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Andrew Stone is negotiating a 
deal with United Artists’ video de- 
partment for the distribution of 
five of his pix. Stone stated that 
only one film, “Hi Diddle Diddle,” 
will be handed to UA_ initially. 
Others’ will go pending the results 
UA gets with “Diddle.” 

Films included in the list are 
“Bedside Manor” and “Sensations 
of °45,” both produced in 1945; 
“Bachelor’s Daughters,” starring 
Gail Russell, which was produced | 
in 1946, and “Fun on a Weekend,” | 
'a 1947 entry. “Fun” stars are Ed- 
die Bracken and Gail Russell. “Did- | 
| dle” was made in 1943 and stars | 
Adolphe Menjou. and Martha Scott. 
| If “Diddle” doesn’t pay off as 
| teevee fare, Stone related, he will 
make a deal to reissue the -.remain- 
ing four as theatre runs. 


4 Coast Vidstations 
Battle Hooper Plans 
For Combined Survey 


Hollywood, March 22. 

C. E. Hooper’s combined radio | 
and television Hooper Rating Sur- | 
_vey is being stifled here by four of | 
' the operating video outlets: KTTV, 
| KLAC-TV, KTLA and KECA-TV. 
| KNBH is in favor of using the sur- 
vey and KTSL is, as yet, unde-| 
cided. KFI-TV, which airs only | 
,during the daylight hours, is not 
affected by it. 

Harry Witt, general manager of 
station, KTTV, has 
sent a letter to Hooper informing 
him that outlet will fight off the 
survey as it now stands. Witt feels 
that the combination survey will 
not give a true picture of the tee- 
vee viewer response in this area. | 
Stations will not only be in com- 
petition with one another but also | 
with the standard broadcast out- | 
lets as survey calls for phoning | 
homes’ without knowledge of | 


(Continued on page 34) 














Redesend. Parr, Meier 
In CBS Tele Switches 


In a series of moves expanding 
‘top personnel in video, Dick Red- | 
mond has been named director of 
CBS television operations in New 
York; AHen Parr goes into the 
CBS-TV program manager’s slot, 
and Hal Meier, who assisted Parr, 
takes over as program coordinator. 

Redmond, who was assistant to | 
J. L. Van Volkenburg, in charge of | 
CBS television operations, will 
work with the program, sales and 
engineering departments in plan-| 
ning policy, budget control, film. 
syndication, production and pack- 
aging of tele shows. 

Parr has been with CBS since) 
1936, while Meier joined the net- | 
work in 1939 and has been with | 
them continually except for a shert | 
period with M-G_ International, 
Films. 





| video stations in Boston. 
| claimed that a declaratory order, 
‘which Fox recently requested, can 


| justify 


| standard station WCOP and cuom- 


petitive applicant with 20th-Fox for 
WCOP 


be entered only after a hearing, 
which would delay rather than ex- 
pedite action on the Boston cases. 
Fox had contended the anti-trust 


| issue was holding up other applica- 


tions as well as those of picture 
firms, 

WCOP’s petition, filed by 
M. Segal of Segal, Smith & 
nessey, Washington counsel, 


Paul 
Hen- 
Said 


, the fact that Fox finds itself in a 


“flutter or uncertainty” because of 
its anti-trust violation doesn't 
its getting a declaratory 
ruling. Fox must interpret the 
Communications Act as best it can 
and take its chances, said WCOP, 


| but it has no right to seek a ruling 


merely because it cannot under- 
stand how the act affects it. 
WCOP asked, in the event its 
motion to dismiss the Fox petition 
is denied, for 30 days to file a de- 
tailed answer. It also requested 
that the issues in the case be en- 
larged to inquire into the effect 
of the anti-trust case upon the 
question of the character of the 
applicant as a television licensee, 
WCOP cited a Supreme Court case 
upholding FCC refusal to allow sale 
of the Arde Bulova staton WOYV, 
New York, to the Mester Bros. be- 
cause of the Mesters’ violation of 
unfair competition rules of the 
Federal Trade Commission. 


ABC Sheds Light 
On TY Lights 


In order to set up new standards 
for tele lighting, lenses and cam- 
era equipment, ABC has launched 
the first of a series of meetings of 
its TV engineers, its consultant on 
optics, Dr. Frank G. Back, and sci- 
entists from video equipment man- 
ufacturers. Back is an _ interna- 
tionally famous physicist and de- 
veloper of the Zoomar and Balow- 
star lenses. 

Frank Marx, ABC engineering 
veepee, believes that because of 
the industry's rapid boom, TV 





_hasn’t yet been able to develop a 


satisfactory method of testing cam- 
eras and lighting. And it’s to this 
problem, among others, that the 
ABC sponsored technical meetings 
are being addressed. 

“One of the basic problems,” 
Marx says, “ie that most video 
lighting experts hail from Holly- 
wood and yet good film lighting is 
not good TV lighting. The image- 
orthicon tube doesn’t respond in 
the same way as the motion picture 
camera. Even a film for TV should 


(Continued on page 34) 


TV Kickaround Always 
Good for SRO in Hub 
(Even If Nothing’s Said) 


Boston, March 22. 


All that’s needed around here 
these days to get out a big audi- 
ence is the announcement that 
there’s going to be a forum on 
video. Nobody ever says anything 
that everybody doesn’t know back- 
wards, but there’s always the hope 
somebody might. 

Latest session was that of the 
New England Council of American 
Association of Advertising Agen- 
cies. Sample observations: “Tele- 
vision is a controversial subject In 
the advertising world.” “Writing 
video shows is tough compared to 
writing radio shows.” ‘Video must 
feature good taste, good sense and 
good humor.” “Films will play 4? 
important part in video.” “Pro 
duction problems are exceedingly 
difficult.” “Where do we go from 
here?” “Who's going to pay the 
bill?” ete., ete. 

Speakers were Herbert West, TV 





director for BBD&O; N. Ray Kelly. 


exec of NBC; Julian L. Watkins. 


of the N. E. unit, and Harold 1. 
Reingold, of the Reingold Co. 
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Five Steps to OK Vision 


Speaking at the 40th anniversary conference of the National 


Society 


N. Y., last week, Dr. Franklin 


for the Prevention of Blindness at the Hotel New Yorker, 


M. ‘Foote, exec director, advised 


television viewers to take the following five steps to assure “opti- 


m conditions”: 
2 See that the set is tuned in 


factors eliminated altogether or held to a minimum. 


properly, with static from outside 
2. Avoid 


watching the screen in a totally dark room. A moderate amount of 


room illumination is necessary 


to prevent too sharp a contrast 


between the bright screen and dark surroundings, which can fatigue 


the eyes. 


if possible. 4. Don’t look at the 


3: Sit six to eight feet from the screen, or farther away 


screen steadily, but rest the eyes 


by shifting the gaze during conversations, etc. 5. If eye trouble is 
experienced, consult a doctor, as watching a television screen may 
pring out small eye defects not normally noticed. 











Only AFRA Among 4A’s Willing 


To Give TV Performers Own Control 


Principal point of issue in the 
proposed inter-union control of per- 
former jurisdiction of television Is 
how much voice the membership 
should have in its own affairs. All 
the unions involved are more or 
less in agreement as to the imme- 
diate setup. But the American 
Federation of Radio Artists wants 
to give the video performers ul- 
timately complete authority over 
their own organization, while Ac- 
tors Equity and the American 
Yuild of Variety Artists favor re- 
taining control. 

The proposed plan for organiz- 
ing the TV performer field under 
a joint committee of all the unions 
is substantially acceptable to all 
three groups, as well as the Amer- 
ican Guild of Musical Artists, 
Chorus Equity. This joint 


sion Authority 
Associated Actors & Artistes of 


America, parent organization of all | 
This group | 


the performer unions). 
would handle the jurisdiction in 
partnership with Screen Actors 
Guild. 

This 4A’s TVA is to consist of 
representatives of Equity, AFRA, 
AGVA, AGMA and Chorus Equity, 
probably on proportional basis ac- 
cording to the numerical strength 
of the memberships of the various 
unions. AFRA wants this to be 


merely a temporary setup, with the | 


(Continued on page 34) 


Det. Exhibs Beef . 
Over TV in Bars 


Detroit, March 22. 
Detroit theatre owners formally 
protested to Common Council last 
Wednesday (16) that bar operators 





who serve television with their cus- | 


tomers’ beer are invading the 
motion picture biz without benefit 
of license, 


Allied Theaters 


$50 cabaret licenses and conform 
to cabaret regulations. 

We are wondering how the 
tavern owners would react if thea- 
tre exhibitors set up in their lob- 
bies a bar for the sale of alcoholic 
drinks without paying a license fee 
for the privilege,” said Charles W. 
Snyder, Allied Theatres’ executive 
secretary, 
vq, W, feel.” Snyder continued, 
that since the saloons are drawing 
hy onsiderable part of their trade 
Hod advertising they have installed 
elevision receivers, they become 
Places of amusement and, in view 
of the fact that a portion of the 


Program is television motion pic- | 


pat are in direct competition to 
otion picture theatres.” 
ouncil referred Snyder's peti- 


tion for action t j 
0 the police depart- 
ment for advice F i 


Canada Dry’s ‘Circus’ Buy 


me anti has sold the first half 
Pr nt its Super Circus” to Can- 

The y, via J. M. Mathes agency. 
op web is also reported to have 
je Ponsors on the hook to pick 
Pelee tab for the second half. 
Phra red Price on the Chi-origi- 

Stanza is around $2,000. 








body | 
would be known as the 4A’s Televi- | 
(representing the | 


of Michigan, | 
Inc., asked Council to require bars | 
operating video sets to take out | 


+ 





NBC Signs Hopper 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Hedda Hopper, syndicated col- 
umnist, has signed with NBC’s 
KNBH to emcee a series of shows 
to be kinescoped for the eastern 
net. 

Format of the 
closed. 


U. of Minn, TV 
Bar on Basketball 
Stirs War Vets 


Minneapolis, March 22. 
Protesting against the refusal of 
Univ. of Minnesota officials to per- 
mit KSTP televising of the state 
high school basketball tournament 
championship games in the uni- 


show is not dis- 





versity field house, more than 100 | 


disabled war veterans in a petition 
to Dr. J. L. Morrill, university 


president, accused the officials of | 


being “unreasonable and_=arbi- 
trary.” 

The petition pointed out that the 
17,000-seat field house was sold out 
in advance for the games and that 
i“thousands of Minnesota taxpayers 
who support the university and 
high schools, which the tournament 


players represent, would be unable 


'to see the tournament unless it was | 


televised.” 

The disabled are patients at the 
Veterans and Minnesota Soldiers’ 
Home hospitals. Ted Ames, Min- 
nesota fifth district American 
Legion adjutant, said the disabled 
veterans’ petition was supported by 


(Continued on page 34) 


CLAIRE LUCE TO RESCUE 
IN PHILCO DILEMMA 


“Philco Television Playhouse” as 
late as Monday (21) found itself 
without a femme lead for its NBC- 
TV production of 
this Sunday (27). Miriam Hopkins 
suddenly cancelled out because she 
felt she wasn't in a position to 
memorize the script on short 
notice. On the fadeout of last 
Sunday’s program, Miss Hopkins 
had been announced as the follow- 
ing week’s star. 

After some frantic calls. Hutchins 
agency finally pinned down Claire 
Luce. who decided to ge into the 
show, despite the few remaining 
rehearsal days. 


: ‘ ? 

Colgate Likes ‘Howdy 
NBC-TV's “Howdy Doody” is 
wrapping up negotiations with Col- 
gate whereby the latter would pick 
up the tab for two 15-minute seg- 








ments on the Bob Smith puppet 
show. Company would probably 
take the time on Tuesday and 


Thursday. 

“Howdy” is currently sponsored 
by Mason, Au & Magenheimer Con- 
fectionery (Wed., 5:45-6 p.m.) and 
Unique Art Toys (Fri. 5:45-6). 
Cost is reportedly $750 per quar- 


, ter-hour. 


“Becky Sharp” , 


Washington, March 22. 

Whether current cut-throat com- 
petition in the sale of video re- 
celvers will hobble the spread of 
the new entertainment medium is 
deeply concerning observers here. 

It is pointed out in Government 
circles that the torrid price war at 
the retail price level may 
the backs of thousands of small 
merchants, thus curbing the num- 
ber of set outlets. This, in turn. 
would slow the nationwide distri- 
bution of television receivers. 

Economie warfare at this end- 
of-the-line point reacts all the way 
up the ladder to the video station 
trying to get its costly operations 
out of the red ink. The slower 
sets are put into the homes, the 
longer it will take the television 
broadcaster to boost his rates to 
the sponsor up to the break-even 
and profit notches 





From that point of view. the 
broadcast industry has a very defi- 
nite interest in how sets are sold. 

Government is watching the 
price scramble from two view- 
points. First, of course, is the 
spread of the new scientific mar- 
vel, television. Both the Federal 
Communications Commission and 


the Justice Dept. want nothing to 
interfere with that. 

Second, it is equally interested 
in protecting smail business under 
the anti-trust laws. That involves 
the Justice Dept., Federal Trade 
Commission and Congress. 

Back of the present price donny- 
brook, it is charged. is rampant 
violation of anti-trust laws — par- 
ticularly of the Robinson - Patman 
Act. The Government is just be- 
ginning to get an inkling of how 
widespread “these violations are. 
Best Washington predictions are 
that, one of these days, Uncle Sam 
will come down hard on the manu- 
facturers and wholesale outlets. 

Dept. of Justice Checking 


PRICE SC 





RAMBLE 








break | 


Indeed, the Dept. of Justice has | . ie 
| Previously the Commission de- 


already been quietly checking into 
some phases of the situation in the 
New York and Philadelphia areas. 
There, small retailers complain 
(Continued on page 34) 


CBS May Blow 





Buick TY Biz 


Because of the reported refusal | 


of Arthur Godfrey to agree to a} 


moveover of his Wednesday night 


Chesterfield video show on CBS to} 


Thursday night, Columbia may 
wind up losing the Buick Olsen 
and Johnson one-hour. show. 

It was with CBS’ understanding 
, that the Buick show would go into 


, the Wednesday 8 to 9 slot, cur-| 
rently occupied by Godfrey, that! 


the Kudner agency accepted CBS 
web facilities, although NBC 
pitching up the same time. It now 
develops that Godfrey 
stay put, despite the fact that it 
would create a Chesterfield con- 
flict, since Bing Crosby goes on 
for the ciggie sponsor, also, 
Wednesday night, on CBS. 

Buick will give CBS a few more 
days to turn over the time, other- 
wise it plans talking a deal with 
NBC. 


McCarthy Set for NBC-TV 
Trackcasts; Start April | 


NBC telecasts of horse races will 
start April 1 with Clem McCarthy 
announcing. Schedule calls for 
one-hour broadcasts twice weekly, 
on Wednesdays’ and 
from 3:30 p.m. Races at Jamaica, 
Aqueduct, Belmont Park, Empire 
and Saratoga will be shown. 

Net is attempting races as a re- 
placement for baseball this sum- 
mer. Having been frozen out of 
the ballparks because of evening 
commitments, NBC will try to get 
a lineup of various spots including 
tennis as a substitute. 

Racing schedule will continue to 
; July 30. 





was | 


wants to| 


Saturdays | 


RETAILER REEFS ‘Vaudeo Reaching Saturation Point? 


CROW ON ‘HEAIS'. Viewers Surfeited With ‘Repeats’ 





Here They Come 


Hollywood, March 22. 

It was only a matter of time 
that the “gimmick guys”’ would 
move into television. Sneak- 
ing plugs in return for gifts 
of merchandise has long be- 
devilled radio and TV offered 


such a fertile field it had to 
come 

On a telecast of “Rumpus 
Room” on KTTV four “sneaks” 


were detected, all clients of 
Walter Kline, who is said to 
service 50 advertisers. 








WUTV Giving Up : 
Bldg. Permit In 
FCC Crackdown 


Washington, March 22 





Federal Communications Com- 
mission crackdown on_ television 
permittees stalling on construction 
resulted in the first surrender of a 


permit yesterday (21) when the 
William H. Block Co. (WUTV) of 
Indianapolis withdrew from. the 


video field after being turned down 
on an extension request. The action 
makes a third channel available in 
the area where four applicants 
have been competing for two fre- 
quencies. 

WUTYV was granted its permit in 
October, 1946, when channels were 
going begging for takers. Once 
having obtained a frequency, block 
was unable to decide whether to 
get into television, although it 
went ahead with the station to the 
point where it could send out a 
test pattern. 


nied the petition of WAMS, Wil- 
mington, Del., to designate for 
hearing the latest extension re- 


quest of WDEL-TV, Wilmington, | 


was 
How- 


whom WAMS had charged 
dilatory with construction. 


ever, in granting WDEL an addi- | 


, tional five months to complete 
construction, the Commission ad- 
vised the station its action was 
taken on the representation the 
outlet would be in operation be- 
fore the expiration of the comple- 
‘tion date, Aug. 23. 

The Commission warned WDEL 
that failure to comply 
taken into account and given se- 
rious consideration” in 
upon any further request for ex- 
tension. 

FCC Commissioner Robert Jones 
dissented from the majority action. 


NBC Outstripping Coast 





In Footage Kinescoping 


NBC is currently kinescoping 
more footage than Hollywood, ac- 
cording to Carleton D. Smith, 
head of the web’s television activi- 
ties. Network is currently sending 
out 28 programs weekly. involving 
a total of 550 showing hours annu- 
ally. Hollywood, on the other 
hand, produced in 1948 a total of 
369 showing hours, according to 
Smith. 

Kinescoping service started last 
year on an experimental basis with 
one program. Today the chain has 
invested around $250,000 in equip- 
ment, which includes its labora- 
tory facilities. 


WLW-D’s Com’! Bow 
Dayton, O., March 22. 

WLW-D bowed commercially 
Friday (18) on a 30-hour-a-week 
schedule, mostly relay program- 
ming from its Crosley affiliate 
WLWT in Cincinnati. 

H. P. Lasker, sales manager, 
contracted last week for tagging 
by the Wooden Shoe Brewing Co. 
of all 70 home baseball games of 
the Dayton Indians. Inking was 
through the Don Kemper Co., Inc., 
i local agency. 





“will be | 


passing | 


+ Question of whether vaudeo has 


reached the saturation point in 
video programming is being con- 
sidered by many in the trade. Cur- 
rent total of 54 variety shows out 
of New York consuming 11'!2°) of 
all videocast time by far exceeds 
any other category now on the 
spectrum. Feeling is that the cur- 
rent number of variety shows isn’t 
providing sufficient variety for 
video. 

The vaude format, however. still 
dominates the Hooper’ charts. 
Shows like “Texaco Star Theatre,” 
“Toast of the Town,” “Admiral 
Broadway Revue” and Arthur God- 
frey “Talent Scouts” shows can 
still get the majority of viewers. 
Feeling is that the majority of 
shows not up to the standard of 
these sessions will utimately sur- 
feit viewers and even the top vau- 
deo sessions will be the sufferers. 

One of the shortcomings of the 
present emphasis on vaudeo is the 
insufficiency of top acts to keep 
that format in top trim. For ex- 
ample, Arrow show toppers feel 
that an essential mistake is being 
made in starting off the guestar 
policy as a replacement for Phil 
Silvers by utilizing Peter Lorre on 
the initial stanza. Lorre within a 
short time has made appearances 
on tour other variety shows. Many 
of the top-ranking shows have been 
forced to repeat performers  be- 
cause of paucity of topflight mate- 
riaf around. As yet, vaudeo hasn’t 
developed any major stars on its 
own, although many acts have en- 
hanced. their popularity through 


tele appearances. 
It’s unlikely, though, that any 
important changes in video pro- 


gramming will occur immediately, 
especially in regards to vaudeo, 
_ While it’s evident that tele-toppers 
will make some attempts to pull 
in their horns on videocasting, fact 
still remains that variety shows are 
easiest to produce. Minimum re- 
hearsal: time is required; writing 
is kept dewn to a minimum, and 
vaudeo shows can be turned out 
with comparatively less strain on 
network and agency facilities. 

However, the nets have some 
topflight properties with the pres- 
_ent Hooper leaders, and they'll not 
take too much chance in surfeiting 
public taste with that format by 
increasing the present rate of video 
production. 


Oboler, Ziv Split 
On 1006 Safari 


Dispute over the method of video 
presentation of films caken on Arch 
Oboler’s recent African trip has 
resulted in cancellation of Frederic 
W. Ziv projected presentation of a 
series of pix based on Oboler’s ex- 
pedition. 


John Sinn, head of Ziv’s N. Y. 
office, it’s reported, had insisted on 
‘dramatization of the material, but 
_Oboler felt that the actuality tech- 
nique was sufficiently dramatic 
for tele. 

William Morris agency last week 
negotiated a settlement between 
Oboler and Ziv in which Oboler 
was given $17,500 plus all rights to 
the material. Universal and Wair- 
ners are reported negotiating for 
films based on Oboler’s material 
and lately he has sold one story on 
the trip to Holiday magazine. 

Cancellation of the series by Ziv 
is surprising inasmuch as expedi- 
tion is reported to have cost the 
transcription firm around $100,000. 


Hub’s 53,645 Sets 


Boston, March 22. 

Hub video coverage is still jump- 
ing, with a total of 53,645 sets now 
operating in the Boston area. About 
6,200 additional sets are reported 
in the Providence area for a New 
England total near 60,000. 

March 1 survey was conducted 
by WBZ-TV and WNAC-TV, with 
leading video distributors coop- 

| erating. J 
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MESSING PRIZE PARTY 

With Bill Slater 

Producer-Director: 

ford 

30 Mins., Fri., 7 p.m. 

MESSING BAKERIES 

CBS-TV from N. Y. 
(Blaine Thompson) 


Bad radio put in front of a lens 
makes bad television. Those hav- 
ing anything to do with this show, 
before or behind the camera, wont | 
brag about it. 

As the title implies, prizes are 
awarded couples performing stunts 
at which studio audiences seem 
able to giggle. Bill Slater, the 
Uncle Don of the TV announcing 
brigade, is in charge and it is the 
type of program he understands 
very well. He has such fun. But 
when you see an Army Cap- 
tain, whose address was an- 
nounced as West Point, put on 


Kenneth Red-' 


| 


' 





j 


RAY KNIGHT SHOW 

With Phyllis Gehrig, Don Weis- 
mueller, Jonathan Lucas, Harry 
Archer, Erie Burtis, Tony Craig, 
Kaye Connor, Joan _ Fields, 
Adam Carroll, Frank Signorelli 

Producer: Michael Cramoy 

Director: Howard Cordery 

Writers: Knight, Cramoy 

30 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m. 


| Sustaining 


ABC, from New York 

Ray Knight is being sent into 
one of the toughest video assign- 
ments with comparatively meagre 
equipment. Being spotted against 
the Milton Berle show puts the 
session in the role ofa voice crying 
out in the wilderness and being 
practically unheard. 

Against some of the other pro- 
grams, the show would have com- 
paratively easy sailing. Knight is 
remembered as one of the earliest 
zanies in radio with his “Cuckoo 


UR HOUSE 
co Jim Dexter, Edie Dexter, Jim 
| Andelin : ° 
| Producer-Director: Jack Gibney 
15 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
HOOVER VACUUM CLEANERS 
WENR-TV, Chicago 

(Leo Burnett) 





| 











HSH Ore seee, 


Tele Follow-up Comment 


SESS FSCSOOCESESFEE OH» . 


COOP OESCHEEEH + Sea B46 


Its many subplots and confusions | of brevity thus providing a hit ang 


| notwithstanding, “Dinner at An-|run pacing that kept the viewer 


to portray family life and difficul- | jeast revealed that Phileo had the 


| ties in a Blondie and Dagwood at- 
mosphere. Premiere catches the 
married Dexters up against in- 
‘come tax problems, which are 
finally solved by brother-in-law Jim 
_ Andelin. 

There is nothing wrong with this 
show that adult directing couldn't 
cure. Televiewers ears take 4 good 
‘beating from excessive shouting. 
Income tax crisis is magnified out 
of proportion in an attempt to gain 
audience sympathy, and the net 
result is overly slambang. 


right idea in presenting a bestsell- | 


ing novel in play form when the 
dearth of good straight drama be- | 
came too apparent. The Francis! 


This show represents an attempt | toine’s” on Sunday night (20) at interested. Standouts included the 


femme fashion discourse by Imo. 
gene Coca, Mary McCarty’s jungle 
scene and Sid Caesar's disserta. 
tions on bull-fighting and differ. 


'Parkinson Keyes novel, with a| ence of presentation of French and 


easily have involved it. 


workmanlike adaptation by Sam) 
Taylor, was heavy in its opening | 
moments, but the presentation of | 
this whodunit with a New Orleans | 
modern-day background skirted a 
number of story dangers in which | 
the yarn’s ponderousness could | 


There were a number of plus- 


British versions of the same play, 
Phyllis Clare’s brief tap session 
was okay and Earl Wrightson’s 
singing sounded good when he was 
on key. 
Marge and Gower Champion's 


| terping still carries a fresh note. 


They still manage to present a 


| fresh-looking routine weekly, which 





an Hawaiian grass skirt, hold his Hour.” which in those days was a Jim Dexter as the harassed hus- | factors: the performances were! is a tremendous strain on any 
ankles, and mouth a stick of pine-, weekly treat. He still retains that | band tries too hard in part, draw- generally excellent, particularly | dance act. Production numbers 
apple from his wife’s to his mouth. mad ‘sense of humor and with ing winces instead of | chuckles that of William Eythe. As the nar-/| were up to par. 
it may be time the military stopped | more comedic support, the show from viewers. Wite Edie Dexter) rator. he ably bridged the gaps of 
its personnel appearing on these could acquire a great measure of handles her role capably, but oc- the heavily plotted drama. Janet! Ed Sullivan integrated himself 
things. recognition. casionally gets a trifle too arch. Blair. as a dominant suspect in this; into his show last Sunday (29) 
Hearing Slater tell male team Knight has achieved a_ format Best performance is by Jim) tale of intrigue and murder, looked more than he usually does. He un- 
members to stand opposite “your that’s worth developing. He's go- Andelin as the good-natured villain attractive and performe do oO eeth limbered enough to take part in 
woman” was as crude and imma- ing along the lines of an intimate who comes through with surprise tently as Eythe's co-star. | uth Bobby Baxter's nervous magician 
ture as the rest of the routine.| revue, with sketches to take the solution to Dexters’ financial | Matteson, as the mother, was eXx-| act, serving as foil for some of 
Verbal credits with each prize and place of high-pressure vaude and. worries. Musical theme _ which cellent. | the comic prestidigitator’s gag 
a half-way commercial that wil)! nitery talent. The show has a starts and finishes program is good The production was particularly tricks. 
only matter to late tuner-inners,| sense of warmth and pleasantness friendly fare. fine, and that goes for the finely | Petite Connie Haines clicked on 
those watching at the start likely in the song and dance depart- Commercial is manual demon-| detailed backgrounds, the tasteful on the vocals. A_ looker with 
being long gone. ments. There’s good direction in| gtration of vacuum cleaner, tied | costuming of the women perform- | strong pipes and a brassy person- 


These kind of shows don’t sell 
receiving sets. They can send the 
viewer looking for bicarb and soda, 


the group numbers and even the 
camera is frequently able to 
acquire a sweep of motion. How- 


into script by gag. Andelin delivers 
neatly, although camera is off- 
center on close-up shot of product. 


ers and the descriptive camera. 
This was the first time that a cur- 
rent bestseller was done on tele- 


ality, she socked with “Stormy 
Weather.” A contrasting vocal act 
was provided by the Kingdom 


too. ever, the show generally misses Mart. | vision before it had been done in| Choir, well-trained group that of- 
out on achieving an intimate at- any other dramatic form—and it fered a spiritual and “Old Man 
mosphere for video. The piano leaves room for thought that this| River.” During the latter num- 


THE OLD MAID AND THE THIEF 


accompaniment seems inadequate, 


REHEARSAL CALL 


might be one excellent way for 


ber a couple of stills of mountains 


With Marie Powers, Norman especially during the big numbers. With Dee Parker, Leonard Stanley | television drama to secure topflight and clouds were flashed on the 
Young, Virginia MacWatters, One of the necessary items on} Trio material without resorting to the | screen—without adding much to 


Ellen Paul 
Writer - Director: Gian-Carlo Me- | 
notti 
Producer: Roger Englander 
0 Mins.; Wed. (16), 8 p.m. 
ustaining 
NBC, from N. Y, 


Gian-Carlo Menotti’s opera, “‘The 


the show is a system of identifying 
individual performers. If any well- 


| known are to be built through this 


stanza, viewer should get to know 
their names. It’s granted that it 


| would be difficult in this display 


‘without disturbing the pacing. 


Jose. 


Producer: John Pival 

| 15 Mins., Sun., 9:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

| ABC, from Detroit 


For the first time in its tele his- | 


|tory, Detroit became the point of 


| Square” 


| origination Sunday (20) for a 15-| 


|minute regularly scheduled show 


dramatic stock files. 


“Studio One” presentation ot 
John Balderston’s “Berkeley 
last Sunday (20), with 
Leueen MacGrath and William 


Prince in the lead roles, somehow 


failed to capture the ephemeral | 


| the effect. 
| terpers, 


A pair of jivey Harlem 
Roll and Tap, did two 
sensational steps, a bebop tap and 
the applejack, the latter cueing in 
an impromptu jam session with the 
camera picking up orch leader Ray 
Bloch practically turning hoofer on 
the podium. Socko curtain num- 


Old Maid and the Thief,’ was rena gael ion ABC’s eastern television net- | bod Liss’ ber was the two Calgary Bros.’ acro 
given a firstrate TV treatment on, ST. PATRICK’S DAY |work. The show is WXYZ-TV’s | beauty of the original. Joe “i drunk routine. They also encored 
NBC that compared favorably with! With Joe Mulvihill, Paul Hodges, “Rehearsal Call” featuring song- | adaptation for video never quite with a neat slow motion camera 
its stage presentation at the City! Bob Dale stress Dee Parker and a trio led succeeded in effecting the time version of a holdup. The Dak 


Center, N. Y., last year. 
thing that the piece contained dra- | 
matically and musically was trans- 


Every- | 


Producers: Charles Ranello, Ernest 
Sindelar 
90 Mins., Thurs. 2 p.m, 


by pianist Leonard Stanley. Pro- 
| duced by John Pival, WXYZ tele- 
| vision program manager, it will be 


transition and the camera work 
was even more remiss. Somehow 
cne comes to associate technical 


Chung acro-juggling troupe also 
got over. 





ferred to the screen Without any | Sustaining seen each Sunday at 9:15 p.m. perfection with these “Studio One” “Chevrolet on Broadway” pitched 

Josses by Menotti’s deft staging WNBK and WEWS-TV, Cleveland (EST). productions, but it was strictly an up one of the neatest offerings in 

and a cast headed by the superla- A bright sun added lustre to “Rehearsal Call.” as its name im- off night as far as Berkeley this series on NBC Monday night 

tive contralto Marie Powers. the annual St. Patrick’s Day’s p); akes the viewer behind the | >aUare” was concerned. The cam- (21), Framed around a solid one- 
.¢ j and’s plies, takes the viewer behin © eras frequently caught the princi- haw . “prieiege 

But if “The Old Maid” failed to| Parade which Cleveland’s two ccenes of a television production. | ©'35 *T€4 y 8 | acter by Hector Chevigny titled 


video outlets undertook to cover. 


pals in the poorest angles and the 


“Smart Guy,” it 


a smooth, 





equal the power of CBS’ presen- | With contagious informality, it | 7°) ); aaa aie | . was 

tation of another Menctti opera, WNBK set up headquarters On chows how a. jigsaw puzzle that ——- — “* ag ew Prat fast, well-integrated dramatic ses- 

“The Medium,” last fall, it was Superior avenue, across from the makes video so fascinating is put pe gi f 1g Bg ge p> ee sion sparked by Nancy Coleman's 

due to the relative weakness of Teviewing stand; WEWS had its together. Everyone connected with ee oe : S€UPS. topnotch performance. Utilization 

this composition. Originally writ-| Mobile unit just east of Euclid and 4 Video production—from director Credit Miss MacGrath with an of filmed backgrounds gave un- 

ten in 1939 as an NBC radio airer, | item ase. both camera crews |‘ Prop men—gets into the act. a, ee — . wo ge to the play — _ 

aca cay Be A ong ell ctr Pain “- with nice shots, with p age: hn gg he Miss givabesy ak & tae vat But hanahiee joint yey siemens 

and repetitious in melody. It has, WNBK being forced to rely on one ~ a “i tig _v een , eo on both of these counts Prince fell terminal, were models of. ingenu- 
camera when their other camera 42@ JYimmy Dorsey vocalist, IM- short. ity. The yarn concerned an 


however, many charming spots, all 
of which were highlighted by the 


closeup intimacy of th Commentaries were flat with *?" . i an cates . q make a getaway to Mexico with 
enmeres. e video Hodges frequently mispronouncing work on Stanley's piano improvisa- | Lambs’ Gambol on Sunday (20)i the reluctant help of his wife. 
i i 1s qd tions was outstanding. | dipped deep into the catalog of old! ; ; ie 

Miss Pow shad ‘nging | Prominent irish names an ; Alan Baxter, as the con, also con- 1 

ich a aaa shaded her singing wrongly identifying units. There a eee | burlesque routines. Surprisingly. tributed a fine performance. 
" i a eps inflection in! appeared to be a minimum of co- HELEN HOLLIS |these bits held up well especially 
maid who harbors © hake th operation between video and audio producer - Director: Saunders jng” x gh thetic. I ok inthe _Mike Todd’s memory must, be 

: obo with) with narrators failing to capitalize ° ing his pathetic loo n 2 | lineal tas winessted thet Sar 


hopes for a romance. As the ser- 
vant who winds up stealing the 
man, Virginia MacWatters, a so- 


pleted the east which was equally 
strong in the vocal and thesping 
departments. Herm. 








ANSWER THE CALL 
With Gene Krupa, Roy Eldridge, | 
guests; Jo Ann Hendrittz, Libby 
Starks Ballet, Silvertones, 4) 


Tones with Don Clark, M o| 
John duo : aaah 


Producer 
becker 

Writer: Fred Mullen 

30 Mins., Monday., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WAVE-TV, Louisville | 

Sparked by guests Gene Krupa | 
and sepia trumpeter Roy Eldridge. | 
who hopped over to the studio 
from their four-a-day at the Na- 
tional, this stanza is typical of the 
fast-paced intimate musical revues 
which the WAVE-TV boys so aptly | 
put together when public interest 
(Red Cross! makes the eall. 

New bop discovery, 15-year-old 
Jo Ann Hendricks, teed off and 
proved that TV can and does de- 
velop its own talent. Gal is a 
comer, Local dance school group, 
Libby Starks Ballet. performed 
“Quality of Mercy” created espe- 
cially tor this show, and scored. 

Rounding out the talent portion 
of ithe show were the Silvertones 
Jocal radio vocal group. and 4 
Tones with Don Clark, baritone. 
finalists in the recent Horace 
Heidt audition. Martin-John duo. 
making its TV debut, a rhythm 
combo consisting of two pieces— 


- Director: Gene Star- | 


| group. 


went dead. 


on background and color. 
WEWS also showed 15-minute 
film of parade later in the evening. 


With Arnold Wilkes, Eileen Han- 
rahan 

Director: Ted Baughn 

15 Mins., Fri., 6:45 p.m. 


'CAPEHART DEALERS 


WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Changes noted since this pop- 
ular program went commercial, 
raises the question of its effect on 


the level of entertainment. Arnold | 


Wilkes. who formerly played a 
harried young husband, seems to 
be on the Capehart payroll now as 
a representative. In the last epi- 
sode viewed, he had returned from 
a visit to customers in Albany. 
After a brief period of comic be- 
wilderment with his slightly diz- 
zy, demanding wife, he plunged 
into a detailed spiel—with dem- 


| onstration—of a record player-ra- | 


dio-television machine. Excuse was 
that he wanted wifey to help in 
checking a script. Some of the il- 
lusion went right out the window 
with that, although the former 
WGY announcer-program director 
handled the plug perfectly. 

“Coffee” is still mildly amusing, 
well if broadly acted, and nicely 
directed. The various incidents 
are kept within the range of prob- 
ability and within the target field 
of humor. 

Wilkes. who sometimes wears 
shell glasses, televises clearly and 
acts competently. At times. he 
overdoes the whining note and the 
protesting manner, but this may 
be direction. Chap is one of the 
better performers in the 
Miss Hanrahan, secretary 


piano and bass, lacked the lustre, to progxam manager Al Zink, plays 


of their night club dates, but came 


heir the illogical better-half with a cer- | 
to life in the closing jam sesh with | tain lifelikeness. 


She photographs 


local | 


pressed with her pleasant informal 
style of delivery and the camera 


Thomas 
15 Mins., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 


_the best minutes in local tele. The 
|pianist briefs her playing with 
| background sketch of music, and 
ithen swings into an excellent per- 
, formance. 


Of equal, if not greater signifi- 
cance to straight piano show, is the 
camera work. Here Saunders 
Thomas, showing imagination and 
ability to experiment, has a series 
‘of dissolving shots that give the 
stanza added lustre. He utilizes a 
piece of art to catch the spirit of 
the music and then brings artist 
face onto the art. The combo af- 
_fords a neat break in what might 
otherwise be piano monotony. 

Mark. 





TELEFASHIONS 
With Rose Dunn, commentator: 
Jim Ameche, announcer 
Producer-Director: Miss Dunn 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 
Participating 
WBKB, Chicago 
“Telefashions” is a full-dress 
style show with a new commercial! 
gimmick added. Televiewers are 
mailed shopping guides with order 
blanks attached. Producer Rose 
Dunn gets percentage on mail and 
|phone orders. as well as having 
package cost shared by participat- 
ing sponsors. 


Program format involves use of. 


eye-catching femme models at- 
tired in dresses, hats, furs. jewelry 
and bridal outfits. Male 
sport men’s hats and ties. 


Jim Ameche announces, and 
Miss Dunn comments as camera 
shifts from one stationary model 
/to another in smooth sequence. 


| pay off in laughs. 


models | 





sketches, one of which called for a/ 
| seltzer bottle as the major actor, 


and another being courtroom 


these old and tested drolleries that 
With the expert 
execution on the Lambs’ shindig, 
the same results were produced. 


However, the Gambol took a 
long time in getting down to these 
bits. Billy Gaxton'’s conferences 
with the Lambs’ television com- 
mittee on the search for an emcee 
succeeded only in holding up the 


works. | 


The femme spot was by the 
Met’s Rise Stevens, whose forte on 


39th street is her interpretation of : 
“Haba- | 
nera” from that opera for excel-, 


“Carmen.” She did the 
lent effect. The show has improved 
considerably since its preem sev- 
eral weeks ago. 





With the exception of a tap filler 
and one singing turn the Admiral 
stock company carried the entire 
show on its own, Friday (18) with 
generally excellent results. The 
pacing was tight. sketches were 
well selected and the song and 
dance numbers frequently pre- 
sented a delightful facade. 

Most of the bits had the virtue 


this is a slick deal for sponsors, 
producer and distaff viewers alike. 
Models show off outfits to good ad- 
vantage, while Miss Dunn's caress- 
ing comments should appeal to 
femme audience. 


This is an all-commercial idea, 
handled professionally, with the 
visual impact equal to a depart- 
ment store personal style showing. 
It remains to be seen whether cer- 
tain items, such as furs and dia- 
monds, can be sold mail order, 


/escaped convict 


' mopped up. 


who attempts to 





day night on “Who Said That?”, 
the Bob Trout quizzer on NBC-TV, 
when a quotation on gambling 


prano, was standout. Norman Mark. | WNBK-TV, Cleveland sketch which has been standard. |“ pn gan 
& Young, as the tramp, and Ellen Pee ve Po For longhair enthusiasts, the As the Milton Berle and Ed Sulli- wer Oy Bog tb gel omcerg te on 
i - aS a prying neighbor. com-| COFFEE WITH THE CARTERS | Helen Hollis show offers some of van displays have discovered, it’s failing. Mrs. Todd (Joan Blondel) 


was with him on the program. It 
was good marital politics for Todd 


_to indicate that he didn’t know too 
‘much about the gambling situation 


these days. Bob Considine and 
John Cameron Swayze were also 
on the TV-er. They didn't seem to 
know too much about gambling 
either. But maybe their wives 
were watching on TV. 


Phil 





Regan was a _ fitting 
closer to Milton Berle’s Texace 
show on WNBT last week, the 
Irish tenor being a particularly 
apropos booking because of St. 
Patrick’s Day falling only two days 
later. With his casual, boyish 
charm, and good looks, Regan 
Peter Lorre did & 
recitative bit that was in keeping 
with his horror-film roles, but it 
was too long and only moderately 
effective; Joan Roberts did part of 
the score from “Oklahoma!” in 
which she was the original Laurie, 
her voice showing strain while her 
gestures were over-emphatic; the 
Stuart Morgan Dancers (4), open- 
ing act, did nicely. And what can 
one say of Berle at this late stage 
of the game? He's still the us 
fabulous sight comic of them all. 
“Play The Game,” telecast ire 
the BBC's London studios Mare 
5. is an entertaining halfhour. 4 
requires the minimum ot prepere 
tion, no specific sets, eight pare 
and a quizmaster. Idea is based = 
the simple party game of Pp oy 
acting a song or show title word 
word. BBC utilizes two teams 7 
four for the TV charades, i 
wholly British and the other fr 


Krupa and Eldridge to end the) best from an angle. Several area| Store credits are giv i wi iti » viewers 
ah , - | Des 1 . a |S : given with each | without ‘the traditional femme “Os Atlz » Many view 
stanza on a high level —— dealers receive fore and aft drum-| item displayed. | method of handitag and trying on et Rh meg game int eir 


sell out. 


beats. Jaco. 


Despite slight 


premiere jams, i for effect. 


Mart. 


over. 


own homes when the show 1s 
+ 44 
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Inside Television 


t everything WPTZ (NBC), Philadelphia, didn’t do at the figu 
a ampionships last week it did this week (19) at the Seanant. 
mming finals from Princeton. 


skating chi 
Jegiate sw! 





All the information lacking 


for the viewer at the ice event was supplied at the aquatic meet and the | 


camera work was better. 


One question might be pertinent, however. Why are four and five’ 


camer 





Jean McBride, thesping newcomer who appeared on ABC's “Holly- 
wood Screen Test” last Sunday (20), hit the program’s jackpot the 


a switches necessary on a single dive—(a) medium shot of the | 
contestant adjusting the board, (b) closeup as he takes his position on | 
the board, (ec) medium shot of the dive, (d) underwater view, through a 
side pool window, of the diver making his return, (e) closeup of the 

 pnnouncer giving the judges scoring. Doesn’t anyone believe so 
much camera switching tires a viewer’s eyes? 


IV Bites Dog 
Chicago, March 22. 

Tele Stations are really 
straining to find new audiences 
these days. Three separate 
screenings of International 
Kennel Club finals, March 26- 
27, will find WBKB, WNBQ 
and WGN-TV searching for 
Chi dog-lover viewers. 

WENR-TV viewers will find 
themselves barking up wrong 
channel, since that station is 
lone holdout. 





oe gta rer — 





| 
; 


following day when Bryan Foy, Eagle Lion producer, inked her to a | 


flm pact on the basis of her TV performance. Miss McBride was cast 
in Foy’s next film, “Port of New York.” 





Klaus Landsberg, KTLA topper on the Coast, has nixed the sponsor- | ; 
ship of “Hollywood Opportunity,” by Harrison Productions. Landsberg rhompson, whose resignation is ef.- 
fective April 15. 


decided against Harrison Productions sponsoring, in spite of much 


needed coin, because he fears it would be commercializing amateur 


talent. n} 
after weekly auditions. 


ee 


Des Moines Ready By 
50 If FCC Unfreezes 


Des Moines, March 22. 

Facilities to bring network tele- 
vision programs to Des Moines 
will be ready late in 1950, accord- 
ing to J. H. Wilson, district man- 
ager for Northwestern Bell Tele- 
phone. But radio stations here wit® 
television applications on file with 
FCC aren’t sure it means TV for 
Des Moines next year because of 
the. freezing of applications by | 
FCC. 

The five Des Moines stations 
that have applications pending are 
WHO, KRNT, KSO, KIOA and 
Tri-States Broadcasting Co. So far 
as is known there will be four 
channels allocated. WHO has pur- 
chased a quantity of TV equipment 
and has announced it will be on 
the air with television about six 
months after a construction per- 
mit is granted. 

Two stations in Iowa, WOC, 
Davenport, and WOI, Ames, are 
the only two that have construc- 
tion permits to date. WOC be- 
lieves it will be in position to go on 
the air in August or September of 
this year. No indication of plans is 
available at WOI. 


Cre 


New Tele Business 














Cripps, of Detroit, retail clothier, 
has purchased a 10-minute sports 
quiz program to be telecast over 
WXYZ-TV for 26 Wednesdays be- 
ginning March 23. It will feature 
outstanding athletes who will an- 


swer questions posed by the | 
ers. 


_Phileo Distributors, through Wil- 

liam Donman Agency, have pur-| 
chased a one-minute weekly an-| 
nouncement over WXYZ-TV, De-| 
troit, effective last week. The se- 
ries will run 13 weeks. 


WBKB, Chi, pacted announce- 
ments for Lucky Strike through 
N. W. Ayer agency: and Ronson 
Art Metal through Cecil & Pres- | 
brey agency. 

WNBQ, Chi, announces one min. | 
transcripts for Florsheim Shoe | 


through Walter Rubens agency for | 
13 weeks. 


WGN-TV, Chi, announces 13) 
weeks, three times weekly, of 15 
min. film for Motor Club Service 
through Agency Service Co.; an- 
houncements for Hotél Sherman 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan agency; 
Allen DuMont Labs through Bu- 
chanan agency; Frederick Herrsch- 
een hk ey Phil Gordon 

; Ree arton, ncy, 
and Chi Tribune. —" 

WGN-TV, Chi, new sponsors in- 
clude U. S. Rubber Co. buying 13 
weeks of “Lucky Pup,” and Pop-| 
Sicle sponsoring same show for 52 | 
weeks; Stark Piano Co. buying 10} 
hee 15-min. series with Don | 
f cae In “Piano Parade.” 

TMJ - TV, Milwaukee. an-| 
dences, Milwaukee Better Laun- 
Shoe will Sponsor “Helen’s Hint 
thee: five min., once weekly, 

Ough Loise Mark & Associates. 
—_——— 


ivg A BIG TS 
/ 











“Opportunity” format consists of amateur talent sifted out 
Landsberg related that show is open to all 
talent and fears that thesps would get the impression that they were 
being represented by Harrison if outfit sponsored show. KTLA head 
also feared talent would eventually be narrowed down to emanating 
from one agency thus eliminating the amateur aspect of program. 


Schofield’s DuMont Post 


Arthur G. Schofield has been 
named manager of the advertising 
and sales promotion dept. of the 
DuMont network, succeeding Wade 


Schofield was formerly in charge 
of radio and video at the Joseph 
Loewenthal advertising agency in 
Philadelphia and had 
sales promotion manager of KYW, 
Philadelphia, and held a similar 
position with WFIL, Philly. 


served as 








Tele Chatter 








New York 


Austin Huhn, formerly with the 
!N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, tapped as 

















aitdnesiiantntiad 


| for Television Highlights resigned 


la new WATV director by program | 


|chief George Green... . Bill Cook, 
who spins the “Club Caravan” disk 
| jockey show on WAAT, now em- 
| ceeing an all-colored talent vaudeo 
| show on WATYV, drawing his talent 
from N. Y. niteries....New tele 
package firm established by writer- 
producer 
(Ronald L. Biscow named _ sales 
veepee . .. All Manhattan tele 
channels slated to carry a series 
of filmed spots plugging the 
Catholic Charities appeal, which 
were produced by Hartley Produc- 
tions and feature w.k. Hollywood 
and New York personalities . . 
Major Television Co. has taken 
over entire TV tube output of the 
Warren Kessler Co. Latter claims 
to be the only outfit in U. S. using 
the handblown technique of the 
ancient Phoenicians. 


Sy Weintraub, director of sales: 


' Friday (18) ta’ become veepee in 
charge of TV for Flamingo Films 
. . . Bob Smith’s NBC-TV “Gulf 
Road Show” may switch format 
using a permanent cast and one 
guest. ‘ 

Myron Kirk, Kudner Agency’s 
veepee in charge of TV, licked 
virus germ, after being out several 


| days. 


Sandy Howard, with} 


Hollywood 

KLAC-TV has added “Mickey 
O’Day,” ventriloquist program, to 
its kid time lineup of video shows. 
“O’Day,” featuring ventriloquism 
of Glenn Gregory, will kick off 
Monday ... Camel cigarets and 
LeRoys jewelers will beam two 
spots weekly for 52-weeks, over 
KTSL. Camels starts April 6 and 
LeRoys on April 1... Edgar C. 
Pierce has been set as stage man- 
ager of KFI-TV and Frank LaRue 
as makeup artist ... Television 


(Continued on page 34) 
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PU LSE for February — oF OA DCASTING 


Saturday & Sunday Daytime! all on WOPO 


4 Highest '/4 Hour 


THE SHADOW 
HOUSE of MYSTERY 
DETECTIVE MYSTERIES 
QUICK as a FLASH 


Ratings 


13.3 
11.5 
10.8 
10.8 


——_ 


C. E. HOOPER — January - February 





Weekday Morning 
Mon. thru Fri, 


WCPO 


Net Net Net 
Sto. | Ste. | Sta. | Sto. 


Sta. 
8 oe" Lope E ae 


4 





8:00 A. M. - 
12:00 Noon 


26.9 


19.4 | 24.0 | 14.6] 12.8 | 0.8 





Sunday 

’ Afternoon 
12:00 Noon - 
6:00 P.M. 


29.4 





Saturday 





A Scripps-Howard 


Radio Station 


Affiliated with the 


Doytime 
8:00 A. M.- 
6:00 P.M. 


24.9 
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THE BRANHAM CO. 








~s 





wire es ! ee 














‘meine 


32 RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 23, 1949 





Non-Baseball Stations Prep Formats 
To Combat Inroads on Audience 


Problem of how to buck baseball ; WNEW’s “summer service.” which (ja) project administered by the over a “closed-circuit” for the mid- 
when the season starts in. mid-| was sponsored by Norge last year,’ Bureau of Applied Social Research. | year clinic here last week of the 


April is activating a number of | 


is being bankrolled by the same 


6 Japs, 4 Koreans In 
U. S. Training Course 


Six Japanese and four Korean ' 
+ voadeasters will be given a five-| 
month course in American broad- | 
casting techniques through a spe-| 


The 10 Oriental radio men, who} 


Closed-Circuit Surgery . 
Washington, March 22, 


Washington Evening Star video 
station, WMAL-TV, gave top baby 
doctors of the country a look-see 


via television at three major oper- | 


ations when it televised surgery 


American Assn, of Obstetricians 


stations, particularly network out-| company this year. It offers hour-| inciude newscasters, station man- and Gynecologists. 


lets. 

Gene King, program manager Or 
WCOP, ABC affiliate in Boston, | 
for example, is extending the opera | 
season an additional six weeks, 
using recorded operatic programs 
in the same Saturday time segment 
as the Metropolitan broadcasts. To 
keep the spirit of the Met series, 
an intermission speaker is being 
used. Idea is to hold on to the 
specialized audience built up by the 
Met. } 

Murray Grabhorn, veepee in 
charge of ABC-owned stations, said 
that it isn’t necessary to change 
program format because of base- 
ball. “The sports fan isn’t a regu- 
lar listener,”’ Grabhorn explained. 
‘He tunes in for the play-by-play 
broadcasts, and when they’re over 
he tunes out. The important thing 
is having a program formula which 
holds on to loyal listenrs, and 
we've found audience participation 
and quizzes the best afternoon 
fare. Our experience is that dia- 
mond fans just add to radio's total 
listeners but dgn’t take away from 
previously existing audiences 
Stations carrying baseball point to 
the Hoopers in reflecting this 
claim 

Ted Cott, program veepee ol 
WNEW,. N. Y., said the indie’s 
spring and summer pitch will be 
aimed at building an audience, 
among motorists and beachgoers. 


to-go suggestions. | 
“The big problem a non-base-| 
ball station faces,” Cott said, “is | 


ily reports on road oe gor ent |agers, program directors and other | 
of beach and tide reports and where- | non-technical personnel, will spend, in a conference room viewed 


six weeks in New York, taking. 
formal courses and interning at | 


various local stations. They will} 


A group of 60 doctors gathered 


Cesarean and tumor removal oper- 
ations performed at a _ hospital, 
with twa-way radio used for com- 


not losing the sports fans during | then travel in pairs to both educa-| munications between the surgeon 


game time, but getting them back | 
after the game. One reason we've | 
scheduled Jimmy Powers’ sports- 
casts at 7:45 p. m. cross-the-board 
is to get the fans in the habit of 
coming back to our wavelength.” 


WFTW’s New AFRA Pact 


Fort Wayne, March 22. 

WFTW, Fort Wayne, recently 
signed a contract with the Fort 
Wayne local of the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, calling for 
basic wage increases of $2 to $5 a 
week. 

Contract also calls for an expan- , 
sion of fee schedules for special 
services, and improved working 
conditions, and is for one year, 
with a reopening clause on wages 
at the end of six months 


Tel-Air’s Det., Chi Setup 
Tel-Air Productions, radio-TV 
package agency, has been formed 
in Detroit by Doreen Koebel and 
Nancy Pierce, with a Chi branch 
headed by Patricia Harmon. 
Firnt has packaged five video 
shows, two AM series and one for 
simulcasting. 
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tion have given WWJ-TY the television 
know-how that is reflectéd in better 


stamped on the minds of Detroiters. 


WwW) -TV first television 


station in Michigan, is firmly 






More than two years of daily opera- 





pictures, better programming and better 


commercial adaptability. 


With such top-rated television features 
as Detroit Tigers baseball, University of 
Michigan football, and Detroit Red Wing hockey, WWJ-TV practically 


has a monopoly on local big-time sports events. Combined with 
other local entertainment highlights and its NBC Televisior 


Network facilities, advertisers who feature their products on WWJ-TV are 


assured the largest audience, as well as the clearest reproductions 


on the screens of the more than 35,000 





television sets in the Detroit market. 


WW -tVv 


NBC Television Network 


FIRST IM MICHIGAN ... Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 
Notional Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


ASSOCIATE AM-FM STATION WW) 





tional and commercial stations | 
across the country. They were 
selected for the training by U. S. 
authorities in Japan and Korea. | 

The project is being financed by 
a grant to Columbia Univ. by the | 
Rockefeller Foundation. The | 
Bureau of Applied Social Research | 
is associated with Columbia 


through its sociology department 


and is being directed by Dr. Robert 
M. Merton while Dr. Paul 5S. 
Lazarsfeld is on sabbatical leave. 


NBC Figures Heidt Can 
Again Snare Summer 
Weekend Homecomers 


Move of the Horace Heidt NBC 
airer back to its original 10:30 p.m. 
Sunday time starting April 24, thus 
removing him from the 7 p.m. spot 
bucking Jack Benny, is also cued 
to a decision to keep the show on 
during the summer. It’s pointed 
out that the Philip Morris-spon- 
sored opportunity program picked 
up big ratings last summer from 
listeners returning from weekend 
vacations. 

(Another reason for moving 
Heidt: Benny has a 23.8 rating; 
Heidt has 9.8.) 

In the 10:30 slot Heidt racked up 
a’ 19.2 Hooper, highest ever gar- 
nered by a regular show at that 
hour. Later broadcast time will 
also cut down the east-west time) 
gap and eliminate the need for a 
Coast rebroadcast. 

A second unit of the Heidt show, ! 
led by Dick Contino, will get un- 
derway in the midwest this week. | 
The 19-year-old accordionist, who | 
won the ’48 $5,000 grand prize on | 
the talent show, walked out on 
Heidt in January because of a tiff 
on contract terms, but rejoined the 
show last month. 


Chi’s WMAQ Cops Three 
Prizes Within Two Weeks 


Chicago, March 22. 

WMAQ is puffed up over three 
prizes awarded in past two weeks. 
The latest was second place winner | 
in Elgin Watch Co. promotional 
contest for all NBC stations airing 
Elgin’s 1948 Thanksgiving and 
Christmas programs. 

Earlier, “It’s Your Life,” five-a- 
week public health airer, received 
the City College of New York 
award for the “outstanding radio 
program of 1948."’ Same show also 
collected the Bronze Medal Award 
of annual N. Y. Advertising Awards 
for its “outstanding contribution to 
radio as social force.” Johnson & 
Johnson is sponsor. 


Feltis Exits in Advance 


Hugh Feltis, Broadcast Measure- 
ment Bureau prexy, left BMB for 
his new post at KING, Seattle, yes- | 
terday (Tues.) following a meet- | 
ing of the executive board. Feltis’ | 
bowout came three weeks ahead ol 
schedule. It was originally an- 
nounced his resignation would be- 
come effective April 15, in order 
to permit him to attend the NAB 
convention in Chi, April 10-12. 

Dr. Kenneth Baker, on loan to 
BMB from the NAB, was named 
acting head of the bureau. With 
four staffers leaving the bureau | 
last Friday (18) and three more 
due to exit this week. only a skele- 
ton staff of six will remain with 
the measurement group. 


Det.’s Citizen of Week 
Detroit, March 22. 

Detroit’s “Citizen of the Week” 
ets recognit:on now as the result 
of cooperation between WXYZ-TYV | 
and the Detroit Free Press, 

Initial award was made Thurs. 
day (17) during telecast of “Stu- 
dio Party” audience participation 
stunt show. First “Citizen of the’ 
Week” was Dr. John J. Prender- 
8ast, 47-year-old medical director: 
of the Chrysler Corp. He was se- 
lected for administering aid to vic-| 
tims of the B&O train holdup last 
March 9. 

















| driving. 
| brewing company will launch one 
|of the biggest spot announcement 


and the audience. 





Pacific N’west Brewery 
In Top Coin Splurge 
As Aid to Motorists 


Seattle, March 22. 


After many years of sponsorship 
of a radio program for garden lov- 
ers, the Olmpia Brewing Co. of 
Olympia, Wash., has turned to mo- 
torists and the problem of safe- 
Beginning April 4, the 


campaigns ever scheduled in the 
Pacific Northwest. The announce- 
ments, approximately 216 a week, 
will be aired over 18 Washington 
state radio stations, including four 
each in Seattle and Spokane. 

The spots are built up around 
the familiar beep-beep used by 
drivers on the road in expressing 
thanks to another driver for ex- 
tending some traffic courtesy. The 
signal itself, in conjunction with 
the words “Thank You,” will pre- 
cede and close each spot. The en- 
tire series will be kept up to date 
by arrangements with radio sta- 
tions to al'»w announcers on duty 
to substitute special announcements 
in place of the general announce- 
ments when weather conditions are 
such that substitution would be 
more timely. The general an- 
nouncements are 20-second tran- 
scribed spots worked out with the 
Washington State Patrol, with 
about 200 of them in the tran- 
scribed library to start with. The 
messages contain information on 
the major causes of traffic acci- 
dents, advice on proper arm sig- 
nals, jaywalking, traffic lights, me- 
chanical condition of automobiles, 
rain, foggy weather, etc. 

Thirty-three Seattle announcers 


Ted, Doris Steele Set As 
WMCA’s New ‘Mr.& Mrs.’ 
Straus’ Son Exits Station 


| WMCA,N. Y., which owns rj 
|to “Mr. and Mrs. Musie” ne 
completed negotiations with Ted 
and Doris Steele to take over the 
show when Bea Wain and Andre 
Baruch exit the indie April 15, 


_ Steele, whose disk jockey show 
is now heard from 10 to 11:45 am 
cross-the-board,: will be given an 
extension of time, starting the 
airer at 9:15. Mrs. Steele, her 
husband’s manager and a writer. 
producer on her own, has been on 
the program as a guest several 
times and her joining the series 
} would allow WMCA to Capitalize 
on the heavy promotion ' 
given “Mr. and Mrs. Music.” 

Merle Pitt, veteran radio orch 
leader, has been signed and station 
| will build an instrumental group 
‘around him. Johnny Guarnierj 
Rufus Smith and Jerry Shard will 
also head up small combos. 


Irving Straus, son of the station 
prez, last week left WMCA’s sales 
staff to concentrate on his tropical 
fish business in Harrison, N. y, 
Another son, R. Peter Straus, re. 
mains as special events director 
and office manager and Mrs. 
Nathan Straus remains as director 
of educational and children’s 
programs. 


WIP GETS PHILLY BEAT 
ON CARFARE HEARING 


Philadelphia, March 22, 

WIP got another beat on the 
town this week with the exclusive 
broadcast of a Public Utilities Com- 
mission hearing on a carfare rise, 
a sequel to the disastrous transit 
strike of a month ago. 

Sam Serota and a picked special 
events crew set up equipment for 
the first radio coverage of a PUC 
hearing, in Common Pleas Court, 
City Hall. Mikes were placed on 
the judges bench, before the PUC 
examiner, before counsel for in- 
terested parties and in the witness 
box. 

Demands for an emergency fare 
rise by the Philadelphia Transpor- 
tation Co. is of general interest 
here and WIP took everything on 
tape and ran highlights on all open 
daytime, Wednesday and Thursday 
(16 and 17). 





it has 








were auditioned for the transcrip- | 


tions, with Don Courtney, KIRO, | 


and David Ballard, KING, being 
chosen. Botsford, Constantive & 
Gardner is the agency handling. 


WCPO-TV, 3d in Cincy, 


Set to Bow on June 14 


Cincinnati, March 22. 
Trailing WLWT, Cincy’s first 





‘television station, by 14 months, 


WKRC-TV, which started test pat- 
terns recently, will bow commer- 


cially April 4, managing director | 


Hulbert Taft, Jr., announced. 


WCPO-TV is to begin operations | 
June 14 as the third local video | 


station, according to Mortimer C. 
Weatters. manager and vice-presi- 
dent «©° scripps-Howard Radio, 
Inc. At the same time, Watters 
declared that WCPO-TV will have 
ABC kinescope film shows until 
Oct. 1, 


cable. 


Gabel’s RAC TV Post 





Martin Gabel, radio and legit. 
actor-director, has been signed as | 
television director by Radio Artists | 


Corp 


the American Guild 


ventures of the Falcon.” 


AFRA, KLIF COME TO TERMS 


Dallas, March 22. 
The American Federation of 
Radio Artists and KLIF here have 





agreed to a contract involving pay 


hikes. 


Contract talks started after KLIF | 
agreed to hire Jack Colby, an- | 


nouncer fired after the guild won 
an NLRB election. 





Columbus—Juanita Wilcox ap- 
pointed manager of promotional 
activities for WLW-C, Crosley tel- 
evisidn station here. She leaves 
WHKC as director of continuity 
and promotion after three years. 
Formerly she served as flack chief 
of WCOL. Station bows March 27. 


after which date it will | 
televise live shows via the coaxial | 


RAC chief Bernard L. Shubert 
is now setting up a group of new) 
TV packages, including a show for | 
of Variety. 
Artists, a Don Ameche program, | 
an Igor Cassini program and “Ad-| 


WOR Ups 0’Connor 


In keeping with its policy of 
moving AM _ personnel into TV 
| posts, Robert J. O’Connor, writer- 
| editor of the WOR, N. Y., news- 
|room since 1945, has been named 
sports director of WOR-TV. He'll 
| report to Dave Driscoll, news and 
| special features director. 

O’Connor is lining up the MBS 
outlet’s sports coverage in prep- 
aration for its TV debut in June. 




















Currently 
STATLER HOTEL 
Washington, D. C. 
Mercury Records 
Dir.: M.C.A, 
















(See page 44) 
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| Govt. Eyes Set Price Scramble 


Continued from page 29 


they have been squeezed, espe- tion of the business in the hands 
cially by tie-in sales. They claim of relatively few retailers. This 
they have been forced to take, would eventually hurt the public, 
quantities of table model radio re-_ itself, despite the present benefit 
ceivers to obtain television sets. temporarily resulting from the 
They add that they have been price cutting. 

pressured for quick payment, al- Meanwhile, this economic side of 
though their large competitors are television will continue to be care- 
not being similarly squeezed. (Sec-' fully scanned by the Government. 


tion 3 of the Clayton anti-trust act 
Only AFRA 

















This situation exists in Washing- 
ton. New York, Philadelphia, Chi- 





outlaws tie-in sales.) 
cago, Los Angeles and many other |fi_ Continued from page 29 exam 
cities P 

Principal complaint all over the video performers themselves tak- 
country, however, is that special ing over control of their own af- 
discounts are being given to de-' fairs after a period of one year, 
partment stores and large retail or possibly longer. But Equity, 
chains by the radio and television! AGVA and AGMA are for continu- 
manufacturers, These favored |ing the 4A’s TVA _ permanently, 
dealers are given the title of “as-| with their representatives in 
sociate distributors,” which is sup- | charge. 
posed to justify the special melon 
cut for them. 

(Under the Robinson - Patman 
Act. price discrepancies — unless 
based on lower cost to the sellers 
—are outlawed.) 

The overriding discounts to “‘as- 
sociate distributors” run about 
25° more than the trade discounts 
to ordinary retailers. In the cur- 
rent market, where sets are being 
sold well below list, or with large 
trade-in allowances for old radios, 
that is business murder. When 
the independent retailer tries to 
compete, he finds himself selling at Equity would require that the 
cost. or even at a loss. His “asso- executive head of the 4A’s TVA not 
ciate distributor” competitor has be an executive of any union in- 
enough extra margin — thanks to volved. This is apparently aimed 
the special discount —to keep his at George Heller, AFRA national 
head above water and make a little executive secretary, who is figured 
profit. the probable choice to head the 

Still another complaint is in sit- video setup. It is an expression 
uations where manufacturers have of the suspicion on the part of 
set up their own direct factory Equity and AGVA against AFRA 
distribution units, instead of using and is related to Equity’s desire to 
local jobbers. In some instances, forbid an ultimate*merger of the 
these factory branches have sched- tele organization with AFRA. 
ules of discounts in which the dis- AFRA, which would like to re- 
counts are not justified on a cost tain Heller as its top executive, 
analysis basis. The price spread favors leaving the choice of 4A’s 
between the favored and the gar-| TVA head to that group to decide, 
den variety retailers varies by as| with no strings attached, just as 
much as 20%, in violation of the it wants to do with other matters. 
Robinson-Patman Act. It will ask the Equity council for 

Net result, some government of- | an explanation for its stand on the 
ficials fear, may be a concentra- | question. 





Nixes TV Members’ Merger 

Equity also opposes permitting 
the tele membership to merge with 
any other 4A’s union at any fu- 
ture date. This is presumably on 
the ground that such an action 
would in effect give the other union 
jurisdiction over the video field. 
Equity claims the tele jurisdiction, 
but is willing to share control of 
it with the other unions. AFRA 
wants to leave this and all other 
policy matters to the TV pertorm- 
ers themselves. 








But in case of a show- 


| 
| down, AFRA would probably go 


| along. 
AGVA, with a membership of 
9,000, is insisting on proportional 
representation in the makeup of 
the TVA. This would give it an 
edge over AFRA, with 8,000 mem- 
bers, Equity with 4,000 and Chorus 
i'Equity with 2,000. The latter 
unions are apparently agreeable to 
' the proportional idea. 


'former and preliminary steps are 
| being taken to formulate one. 

| It was admitted by a member of 
'the AGVA board last week that al- 
‘though the group opposes certain 
‘aspects of the proposed TVA plan, 
the board members had not yet 
'read more than a few paragraphs 
of it. That came out during a spe- 
cial AFRA board meeting on the 
subject, with members of a joint 
4A’s television committee present. 
One of the committee, a member of 
the AGVA board, made the admis- 
sion. ; 


SLATE TO COAST FOR BBC 
AIRER ON DISNEY FILMS 


Sam Slate, program director for 
BBC in the N. Y. office, leaves for 
the Coast tomorrow (24) to pro- 
duce a half-hour documentary show 
built around the Walt Disney Pro- 
ductions. It’s tor the BBC “Chil- 
dren’s Hour” program Slate will 
record the program, both in Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, and 
ship it to England. 

He will be joined on the Coast 
by Warren MacAlpin, who heads 
up North American programming 
for BBC in the London office. 
Latter is currently on a tour of 
U. S. and Canada for BBC produc- 
tion ideas. 


ABC Sheds Light 























All the un- | 
ions agree that there should be a) 
specific definition of a video per-, 





—a Continued from page 23 ——— 


be developed differently from one 
for theatre projection. It should 
have less contrast, because TV 
| tends to make dark areas darker 
|'and light areas lighter.” 


Another reason for special TV | 


| lighting is that the tele screen is 
'so much smaller—80% of sets in 


- =ear home today having 10-inch tubes, 











CONGRATULATIONS TO 
“The Girl With the Voice You Won’t Forget” 


poets 
JOAN BROOKS SHOW 


From Your CAST and ORCHESTRA 





SPIKE JONES, Guests and Adds His Good Wishes 
to JOAN BROOKS for Continued Success on the 


TOP REGIONAL RADIO 
COMMERCIAL IN AMERICA 


Sponsored by 
C. F. SAUER CO., RICHMOND, VA. 





-- ag = 7 


Management: BOB KERR—RKO BLDG.—NEW YORK 





| Marx says, with the small size of 
the average living room placing a 
limit on screen size. 

One of the problems which Back 
hopes to solve is the determination 
of the critical lighting point for 

each camera—the point at which 
best results are obtained. The task 
is complicated by the fact that 
| chemicals in the tube are not com- 
| pletely stable, but may change 
| from hour to hour. 

Equipment developed as a result 
of Back’s consultative research 
with ABC will be offered first to 

| that net, then to the industry gen- 


'operating personnel passing on sug- 
gestions to Back. 


U. of Minn. 


Continued from page 29 








|another from more than 220 non- 
disabled veterans. 

KSTP’s offer to televise the 
| games, scheduled for March 24-26, 
| was rejeeted. 


to permit televising of its own 
basketball games the past season 
|although all of the contests were 
/sold out in advance. It, however, 
made a deal with KSTP for the 
televising of football games—all of 
which were sellouts—last season. 
No contract has been signed ye 
for next fall. : 


In the present instance, the uni- 
versity officials put the responsi- 
bility for the no-televising on the 
|state high school league which 


they declare, voted against tele- 
vising. An investigation is now un- 
der way. 


Pike’s WJBK-TV Post 


Detroit, March 22. 

Lanny Pike has been appointed 

supervisor of television operations 
at WJBK-TV, it was announced by 
Richard E. Jones, general manager 
of WJBK and WJBK-TV. 

Pike formerly was exec tele pro- 
{ducer of WXYZ-TV in Detroit. 
_ Previous to that he was staff direc- 

tor of WTMJ-TV, in Milwaukee. 
| Pike began his radio career in 











1935 at WRDO, Augusta, Me. 


‘erally. Pilot models will be field | 
|tested in the web’s studios, with | 


The university also had refused | 


“runs the tournament” and which, | 








Tele Chatter 


Continued from page 31 


Film Producers Assn. and Screen 
Writers Guild will begin contract 
negotiations this week. Meetings 





will be held in the SWG offices... | 


KTTV has inked: a cooperative 
deal with Pasadena Playhouse 
whereby station will telense spe- 


cial stage productions set up by 
the playhouse. KTTV_ will tele- 
vise one play per month from its 
own studios. 





Chicago 

Morris B. Sachs Amateur Hour 
simuleasted Sunday (20) via 
WENR-TV for first of 52-week 
series . . . Chi AFRA to present 
television satire June 11 at annual 
antics . . . Illinois governor Adlai 
Stevenson guested by newscaster 
Clifton Utley over WNBQ ... An- 
swer man John Kieran made debut 
Sunday (20) on WENR-TV in_15- 
minute series produced by Paul 
Moss .. . Quiz Kid Darice Rich- 
man crowned queen over WBKB 
“Kiddie Parade” . WGN-TV 
“Stars of Tomorrow” show offer- 
ing Hollywood screen test to talent 
... Chi Relays track meet Satur- 
day (19) televised by WENR-TV 
for Hotpoint appliances through 
Maxon agency... WNBQ’s Reinald 
Werrenrath, Jr., on two-week 
cruise with Navy ... Tony Rizzo 
new WENR-TV _ director. New 
staff additions include Joe Byrne, 
Dick Ortner and Richard Wyatt 
... Paul Moore named tele opera- 
tion supervisor for NBC central 
division. 


WRAL 


——— 4Continued from page 28 











goes for all the major TV mar- 
kets) to embrace video. After a 
year of experimentation, however, 
Hutzler’s has come up with a 
formula that may well set a pat- 
tern for the future. 

This is strictly a “Hutzler Produc- 
tion,” put together by Pam John- 
ston, a store employee, who also 
does the running commentary, and 
utilizing its own models and mer- 
chandizing wares. A 15-minute 
program cued to the season and 
fashionable trends, it comes off so 
ingeniously that it’s packed with 
showmanship, yet adds up to a 
quarter-hour trailer for the store, 
without so much as a single out- 
and-out commercial plug. (Last 
Thursday’s (17) presentation of 
“Easter Album,” featuring Harold 
Burke's daughter, Marilyn, was a 
topflight fashion exhibition with 
maximum show values). 

In its “Hi Jinx” noontime AM- 
TV simulcast program, with its 
three-way talent spread featuring 
ex-sportsannouncer-turned-comed- 
ian Nick Campofelda and singers 
Gloria Halliday, and Bob Berry, 
WBAL feels it is incubating a po- 
_ tential NBC parlay. Just as Garry 
Moore and Mary Smiall came out 
of the station, WBAL is taking the 


NBC talent development idea seri- 
ously, 


'“talent of the year.” 


<r eS 


In Campofelda the station | 
has nurtured Baltimore’s No. 1 | 


WBBM’s Morey Promotion 


| 


— Cues Shift to Low-Cost 
Musicals to Combat TY 


| Chicago, March 22. 

| Promotion of vet producer Al 
Morey to job of WBBM program di. 
|rector emphasizes that station’s 
| shift to low-cost musical shows in 
order to combat Chi’s fast grow. 
|ing television field. WBBM hag 
| no tele outlet. 
| In line with shift, ex-program 
director Val Sherman will concen. 
trate on his own 15 min., six a 
week show titled “Pick Up Time,” 
|formerly the “Patrick O'Riley 
Show,” which has been sold to Chi 
Laundry Owners Assn. 

WBBM has eanceled its expen. 
sive "Music Please,” an hour long, 
live talent musical, and broken up 
station musicians and talent into 
small groups for cost-wise sponsors, 
No direct saving to station wag 
involved in move, since union con- 
tracts called for a set quota of both. 

Morey pointed out that more 
time and energy would be spent on 
small shows, instead of cumber.- 
some half-hour and 60-minute pro- 
grams. 


| 





O’Halloran’s 12-Year 
Det.-Chi Round Trip 
Detroit, March 22. 

It took announcer Hal O’Hal- 
loran 12 years to complete a round 
trip between Detroit and Chicago 
stations. 

He returned to Detroit Monday 
(21) as emcee of CKLW’s “Dawn 
Patrol” platter and chatter pro- 
gram. ‘Twelve years ago, he left 
CKLW for a job with Chicago’s 
WLS. 

During his 12-year-stay at WLS, 
he emceed the coast-to-coast Na- 
tional Barn Dance show. 


_cBs to Stress 


——amm Continued from page 27 = 














aired in June, is based on*a world 
citizenship idea as exemplified by 
several contemporary doctors and 
scientists who have done humani- 
tarian work in undeveloped areas, 

In late August, the documentary 
unit will air a show, written by 
Arnold Perl, which will examine 
the workings of the country’s 
penal system. Michel accented 
that neither this show, nor the 
one on Congress, will be designed 
as muck-raking exposes but rather 
as analyses of existing institutions. 

Two remaining programs have 
not been defined as yet although 
Michel said that Walter Bern- 
stein, a freelance mag writer, is 
slated to script one of them. 
Bernstein, who did two public 
service shows for CBS last year, 
is one in the stable of young 
writers which the web is cur- 
rently training for major assign- 
ments. 


| 





BUFF’S 16,291 SETS 
| Buffalo, March 22. 
| Total of 3,134 new TV installa- 
| tions were made here during Feb- 
| ruary. 

This brings the total residential 
and commercial sets in use to 16, 
291. 
} 











Battle Hooper 


Continued from page 28 ===" 











‘whether they have a TV receiver 
or not. By doing this outlets esti- 
| mate only 1.2 video homes will be 
reached each 15-minute period. 
Don Fedderson, general 


his opposition to the census along 
the same lines as Witt. 


like to have a factual reading of 
audience reaction but feels it must 
be separated from the radio count- 
| ing. Frank Samuels, 
|manager of the western division 
of ABC, related that surveys must 
be identical here and in New York. 
| Unless the separate survey is 
| dropped in N. Y., Samuels related, 
ABC is not in the market for dual 
| census here. 

Vice-president in charge of the 
western division of NBC, Sidney 
|N. Strotz, said that he liked the 
combined survey. Strotz stated 
that he'd like to know “What’s 
| happening in radio and television 
(as an overall picture.” Carlton 
| Winckler, program director of 
'KTSL, would like to see the sur- 
vey enter L. A. Ward Ingram, 
sales manager of the outlet, is re- 
‘serving his judgement until he 
,sees the initial report from 
| Hooper. 


man- | 
ager of KLAC-TV, has also stated | 


Klaus | 
Landsberg topper of KTLA, would | 


general | 
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"On an Island with You 
THE CAMEL SHOW 

Every Friday Nite, 8:30 E.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


— 
—— 


AGENT WANTED 


Top radio comedy writer now 
with big network show wants agent 
who is aggressive and on the ball 
—one who will give personalized 
service, Write Box 246, Variety, 
154 W. 46th St., N. Y. C. 
































(See page 44) 
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Britishers Find Yankee 
Twang Better’n BBC, Sez 


Radio Lux’s Mpls. Jockey 


Minneapolis, March 22. 


Iph Moffatt, localite who be- 
hg European disk jockey and 


js now here on a visit, says that | 


an listeners don’t care toc 
en tor the stuffy and superior 
BBC broadcasters, and that he has 
received letters from Britishers 
who told him his easy-going Yan- 
kee voice makes them nostalgic 
about the American troops who 

be there. 
“ “latter spinner for Radio 
Luxembourg, Moffatt told news- 
paper interviewers here he har- 
vests some 1,000 fan letters a week. 
He says he’s tempted to give the 


Arthur Godfrey treatment to com- | 


mercials, but so far hasn’t dared. 
He once was an announcer on 
radio station WCCO here. 











Detroit Spring Training 
News Aired Over WJR 


Detroit, March 22. 


Harry Heilmann, WJR’s baseball 
announcer, has started a weekly 
summary of news direct from the 
spring training camps. The half- 
hour broadcast is being heard until 
start of the regular baseball sea- 

n,. 
ee WIR's sports director, Van Pat- 
rick, supplemented Heilmann’s re- 
ports with local baseball news. Pat- 
rick will share the Detroit Tiger 
broadcasts and telecasts with Heil- 
mann this year. 

Goebel Brewing Co., through 
Brooke, Smith, French & Dor- 
rance agency, is sponsoring the 
spring training series. As in the 
past, Goebel will sponsor broad- 
casts and telecasts of the games 
over a web of other Michigan sta- 
tions. 


EDUC’L B’CASTERS CHI MEET 
Chicago, March 22. 
Educational Broadcasters Con- 
ference is skedded for Chicago 
Oct. 18-20 with better than 2,500 
expected to attend, 700 more than 
the 1948 turnout. 
Sherman Hotel is the site. 
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CBS Gets Fort Wayne 
Fort Wayne, March 22. 
on April 1. 

It will mark the first time in 14 
| years that the network will be 


heard over a locai station. WANE 
has 250 watts power. 


4 A’s Kills AFRS Plan 
For Nation-Wide Vidshow 


Hollywood, March 22. 
| Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America has scotched Armed 
| Forces Radio Service plans for a 
nationwide video show to be pre- 
sented on Army Day, April 1. 


The local AFRS reserve unit 
went to Hollywood Co-ordinating 
Committee to obtain talent for 
planned program. Committee was 
informed by Four A’s that guilds 
| do not want talent appearing over 
television on kinescope, because 
the system of recording, to date. 
has been extremely “unkind” to 
thesps in projecting their like- 
nesses, 

The reserve unit planned to 
record program on a closed cir- 
| cuit video chain and ship show to 
stations throughout the country. 
Unit now has narrowed plans to 
production of a live program for 
Los Angeles only. 


| 








Rosenstock Heading New 
Musical Package Unit 


A new video packager, New York 
Television Productions, is special- 
izing in intimate 15 and 30-minute 
musicals, including revues, variety 
and book shows. Director of the 
outfit is Milton Rosenstock, musical 
director of the legiter “High But- 
ton Shoes,” and formerly con- 
| ductor of “Finian’s Rainbow,” “On 
the Town,” “Billion Dollar Baby” 
and other Broadway musicomedies. 

Live auditions were held re- 
with Avon 


| atre Long, Dolores 


|. Outlet After 14 Years | 


| 


WANE, Fort Wayne, joins CBS | 


WOWO Preps for TV 


Fort Wayne, March 22. 

WOWO, Westinghouse station in 
Fort Wayne, is planning to oper- 
ate a television outlet here, hav- 
ing asked the FCC for Channel 2. 
The firm plans to build a 548-foot 
tower and antenna in the south- 
eastern section, to cover more than 
4,000 square miles in Indiana, Ohio 
and Michigan. 

Westinghouse has WBZ-TV in 
operation in Boston, and applica- 
tions for video stations in Pitts- 


‘burgh and Portland, Ore. 





DICKER UA RELEASE 
ON ‘BREVITIES’ VIDPIX 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Sam Coslow, George Frank and 
the Nassour Bros., producers of 
“HoHywood 
Brevities,” are negotiating a deal 
with United Artists’ video depart- 
ment for distribution of pix. With 


television musicals, 


25% distribution cut for UA, pro- | 


|ducer group is assured at present 


of getting their money back from | 


UA’s present coverage of tele sta- 
tions. Average cost for the two- 
reelers is $10,000. 

Producers plan 


summer. It’s planned to use the 
same cast used in the pilot picture 
throughout, including Lina Romay, 
Trudy Marshall, Gene Baylos and 


Derry Filligant, adding others as | 


they go along, if necessary, with 
Joe Berne continuing in the direc- 
tor’s chair. First pact will be for 
13 weeks. UA is setting slate on a 
regional basis, with different ad- 
vertisers in each territory. 





Juanita Wilcox WLW-C Post 

Columbus, O., March 22. 
Juanita Wilcox has been named 
manager of promotional activities 
for WLW-C, Columbus television 


' station of the Crosley Corp., which 
‘cently in the Barbizon Plaza the- | 


| Martin, Lorenzo Fuller, Betty Ab- | 
bott and others taking part. Coby | 


Ruskin directed and _ Leonard 
| Strausberg was production as- | 
' sistant. 


plans to begin broadcasting video 
programs March 27. She directed 
continuity work at WCOL, Colum- 
bus, for two years, and served as 
director of continuity and publicity 


for WHKC, Columbus, for three | 


| years. 


releasing the | 
shorts one a week, starting this | 














Army Sending 13 GI’s To 
Stations for AM Training 


Thirteen enlisted men will re- 
port for duty at radio stations 
| across the country April 1 as part 
of the U. S. Army’s experimental 


| public relations’ training program. Kids Get WIBK Kudos In 


Aim is to give the Gl’s three | . > : 
months of on-the-job experience. | Traffic Satety - gga 
etroit, Mare : 


The men are part of a class of 

35, the first to be graduated from Traffic safety for school children 
the new public information school | is the theme of WJBK-TV’s newest 
at Carlisle Barracks, Pa. The | program. “Green Pennant Pa- 
|trainees, who enlisted for three trol,” inaugurated last week in 
_years, are high school grads be-| cooperation with the Detroit 
'tween 18 and 25 years old. Follow-! Times, will televise that paper's 
ing their tour of duty with the sta- | weekly award to one of metropoli- 
| tions, at which they will work at | tan Detroit’s 10,000 patrol boys. 

| Army pay but in civilian clothes,| Fourteen-year-old Larry Schmel- 
|the men will return to Carlisle to | zer was the star of the first tele- 
| write a thesis on their experience. |cast. Larry grabbed a little girl 
| They will then be assigned to a jas she was falling beneath the 
| regular installation. | wheels of a car and pulled her to 
| New York stations to train the | safety last Feb. 7. Larry received 
|GI’s are WNBC and WNYC. Army/|a medal and official police depart- 
will expand the project if the first | ment citation from Mayor Van 
‘group is successful. ' Antwerp. 


State Dept. to Farm Out Disked 
Documentaries to Private Agtnci 
Broadcast Division (IBD) is plan- 
ning to farm out a series of tran- 
TV > 14 programs to private agencies on a 
F or Films Via Media purchase order basis. At first the 
Media Productions, \ 
outfit Ually, but if the plan works out 
headed by John Houseman and the State Dept. will handle the 
'Howard Teichman, has negotiated | contractual basis. 
television a 15-minute adaptation, have been drawn up and a large 
‘of Strindberg’s short story, “The| [Umber of package houses have 
direct the film, with Valerie Bettis | be furnished by the IBD in Eng- 
and Geraldine Fitzgerald doing the /ish, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, 
Associated with Houseman and Sibility of other languages being 
Teichman in the firm are Tele | 4dded in the future. 
Alfred S _ Outfit has | Sent to U. S. missions for distribu- 
caiiiied* aaa soheiien. “len tion abroad, and will also be used 
; : : : i ica. he plattered 
which is the first in a series of 26 Voice of America. T 
contemplated features dealing with | Programs are of a type that the 
the limitations of its present setup. 
| According to a Voice spokesman, 
getting the best in radio technique 
from private agencies, and is in 
| that -the Voice Should cooperate 
with private enterprise in achiev- 


RADIO-TELEVISION 35 
* The State Dept’s International 
Strindberg Short Story | scribed dramatic and documentary 
a recently broadcasts will be bought individ- 
‘formed film production 
transcribed program project on a 
a deal whereby it will film for; Specifications for the airers 
Stronger.” Vladimir Sokoloff will | #!ready sent in bids. Scripts will 
thesping. | French and German, with the pos- 
News Corp., T. Edward Hamble- The transcribed shows will be 
in the Life of a Chorus Girl,” | t® some extent for shortwaving by 
different aspects of American life. | Voice is not able to produce under 
the farming out plan is aimed at 
keeping with the idea of Congress 
ing its aims. 
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It takes a lot to cost so little! 



































WBBM has what it takes to cost less 


than any competing Chicago station. 


Because it delivers so much more! 


ALOT: WBBM builds and produces more 

of the “most popular” local shows 

than any competing station. Right now, 

9 out of the 10 top-rated local 

daytime programs in Chicago are on WBBM. 


(And the tenth is a tie.)* 


FOR LESS: Because WBBM’s local 
originations capture far bigger audiences, 
they deliver each prospective customer 
for your product at far less cost 

than the local shows of any other 
Chicago station. 


To get more listeners at less cost— 
buy WBBM...Chicago’s most sponsored 


station for 23 consecutive years. 


WBBM 


Chicago’s Showmanship Station 
Columbia Owned—50,000 watts 





*Pulse of Chicago, Nev.-Dec. 1948 
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engineering sessions actually begin 
Thursday, April 7, and continue 
through Saturday, with top tech- 
nicians of industry and government 
on the agenda. While highly tech- 
nical for the most part, the pro- 
gram includes discussions on re- 
cent broadcasting developments of 
interest to radio people generally. 


‘Hustle & Go’ NAB Meet 


Continued from page 27 





An important meeting of FM mem- 
bers of NAB will be held on this 
day. 

Tuesday morning, the convention 
will take up station public relations 
at the management level, with dis- 


cussions on programming NeWS, | ing bid, whereupon General with- 


employee relations and community 
activities. 


The afternoon will be given to | 





| 


| 


Among these will be a progress | 
report on the use of the ultra-high | discussions relating to the North | 
frequency band in television by | American Regional Broadcasting | 
Dr. Thomas R. Goldsmith, Jr., re-| Conference to be held in Canada | 
search director of DuMont. The | next September, Broadcast Music, | 
report will take up reception prob- | Inc., Broadcast Measurement Bu-| 
lems in the UHF band, tle status | reau, and other industry problems. 
fame — | Wednesday, television will hold 

|forth, with more attention given 

Clark’s NAB Role ‘the medium than at any previous 
a a al |'NAB gathering. On this last day 
Washington, March 22. |of the convention, it is expected 

Attorney General Tom Clark | that broadcasters will be given the 
heads the roster of government | jast word on expansion of the me- 
officials who will address the 


A dium after the freeze is lifted. 
27th annual convention of the 


aay é ‘ Programs for the engineering 
conn cen a cae conference have been mailed to 


ee’ |NAB members. The agenda for} 
will be principal speaker at the management sessions is ex- | 


a piled pone er prod pected to be completed this week. | 


of radio. 

Wayne Coy, chairman of the 
FCC, will address the conven- 
tion on April 49 


_—— 





——— 


Tom 














| Followup Comment 


| t= Continued from page 26 














of receiving and transmitting | hegira, Fletcher Markle has en- 
equipment for UHF, and an allo-|trenched the program on a surer 
cation plan for UHF stations. ' Gotham footing. 

Other papers will deal with 
fconoscope film pickup systems, Don Hollenbeck continues to 
kinescope recording, operation of perform a notable public service 
the image orthicon camera, recent; via his “CBS Views the Press,” 
advances in facsimile, and develop-| pointing out the failures, omissions 
ment of superpower FM stations. | and faults of the N. Y. daily news- 


_| papers, and thus keeping them on 
The management half of the con- | their toes. Saturday’s (19) 15- 


vention begins Sunday, April 10, | minute airer was devoted to one 
oe Pages ge —— i ob pre item—the so-called Trenton (N. J.) 
n the first day, the unaiiilated | «Sc6ttsboro” case, and the strange 
stations will convene, and it is ex-| cluff-off the N. Y. dailies in the 
pected their sessions will be the| main have given the story. Hol- 
liveliest of the convention, for it | lenbeck said it might develop into 
is independents who have been| another Sacco - Vanzetti cause 
feeling sales pressures from all! celebre. Case concerns six Negroes 
sides. On Monday morning there | reportedly. railroad to the death 
will be meetings of the executive | house on a murder charge. Com- 
committees of NAB, with the after-| menting on the attention the case 
noon devoted to sales problems. | has aroused abroad, among organi- 
| zations and unions, and in some 

~~ | Of the political or social magazines, 
Hollenbeck cited chapter and verse 
to point out the way the N. Y. 
press (with exception of the Post 








from the start, including its latest 
ramifications. Hollenbeck punches 
hard and tellingly, but in simple, 
restrained manner, presenting the 
facts and letting them speak for 
t themselves. This is first-rate radio 
journalism—and quite a slap at 
newspapers. 





Cerebral palsy, its origin, effect 
| and possible cure, got a dramatic 
| workout via “The Kid Next Door” 


| 





s ’ 

America’s greatest western J his youngster is a victim of the 
‘malady. A competent cast con- 
'tribbed moving performances that 
' undoubtedly held listeners atten- 
tion, even if not particularly mter- 
ested in context of program. 

For dramatic purposes the case 
history of the Parkers was em- 
ployed. Young parents are 
panicked when their youngster 
‘does not act like other youngsters 
of his age. Subsequent examina- 
tion reveals cild a victim of cere- 
bral palsy. he young father is 
for placing child in mental insti- 


act, for many years stars of 


radio, screen and stage, 


now are starring in their 
own television show on 
CBS-Los Angeles Times 
station KTTV each Mon- 
day evening. They star, 






and late Star) ignored the case } 


s stanza on WMCA, N. Y.’s public to secure a uniform contract but Town Hall 
service series, “Inside New York,” stations turned down the proposal 


| stamp of authenticity inasmuch as_ 


| tions being classified into three | 
categories. In New York City the; AFRA president, 


Supreme Court but the FCC was 
upheld. 

Bulova then filed to transfer the 
station to his brother-in-law, Harry 
Henshel, prexy of WOV and part 








owner of WNEW. O'Dea, a 10°% 
stockholder in WNEW, then filed 
for an injunction against the trans- 
fer and Bulova withdrew this ap- 


Jacksonville, N. C.—Lester L. 
Gould, owner of WJNC, has re- 
turned from ~~ Mel og A vad 
plication. Last year he proposed | covering Secon arine v ston 
to sell WOV to General Broadcast- ie Me A Bin. yi thy 4 
ing Co., but under the AVCO sys- on 4b e ests featuring Marine 
tem Victory came in with a match- | COT¢e® Droadkas 

Corps brass for the net. 





drew. Bulova then amended his 


Rome, N. Y¥.—Louis A. Barile, 
for five years a staff announcer at 
WIBX, Utica, is now a disk jockey 
'at WKAL here. 


application to transfer to Victory. 














Richards 


Continued from page 24 


Greensboro, N. C.—WMIT (FM) 
| held open house in its new studios | 
decision to clear out, although not|in the Charlotte News building | 
financially, from operation of his March 2. This was its formal open-| 
stations. But the Commission has | !"8 a 4 or = 
left the door open to pursue its in- ongme oe Saee lly Aad s “ 
vestigation, if the plan of transfer | ao = onere by Gordon Gray, | 
doesn’t fill the bill. The agency ° — 
will not buy, it was reported, any | 
arrangement in which there is not|. Atlanta—Two new faces have 
absolute guarantee that there will! been added at WCON, ABC outlet 


be no more slanting of new he | here, owned and operated by At- 
three stations. B wos an tae | lanta Constitution. W. Dean Kaye, 





continuance was being made “not former 
for the purposes of delay but... 
to meet the delicate situation” aris- joined WCON’s sales staff. 
ing from Richards’ illness. He en- 
closed affidavits from two physi-| wilmington, Del.—Eddie Lee, 
cians which, he _ said, make it singer-pianist air vete has 
“abundantly clear ... that the hold-| soimed , AMS-FM as 
* . . t a-| joined WAMS and WAMS-FM as 
|ing of the scheduled hearings will chief of production in charge of 
imperil Mr. Richards’ life.” | live shows and special events. Bob 
| Wheeler stated that Richards, Brodie, former newspaper man, 
| frequently told friends he planned as been added to the staff to head 
‘to retire on his 60th birthday, | UP Public relations. 
which was yesterday (19) and that | 
before “the latest relapse in his Hartford—Ralph S. Silver, Jr., 
health which compelled his return | has moved from his post of sales- 
to Palm Springs he had planned to Man in the commercial department 
attend a celebration in Detroit to| of WTHT here to seat of station 
be tendered by his employees on anager of WLNA at Peekskill, 
| that occasion at which time he was 
to have announced his retirement.” 
In his petition to the FCC for|, Buffalo—WEBR, Mutual outlet 
postponement of the hearing, Rich- bere, Will be represented by the 
| ards indicated that in view of his Katz Agency effective April 4. 
failing health he intends within 
30 days to submit to the commis-,| _Chicago—John Blair & Co., sta- 
|sion an application to transfer the tion reps, picked up two more ac- 
voting control of all stock owned | counts in Texas: KWFT, Wichita 
by him in the three corporations. | Falls, and KEPO, El Paso. 
This revived rumors of sale of Detroit—Sinclair Refining Corp., 
KMPC to NBC, which has been on through Hixson-O’Donnell Adver- 


"| tising, Inc., New York, has ordered 
| off ov! the past five years. five chainbreaks weekly on WXYZ 
co Athe * 7 — but | for 13 weeks. Sweets Co. of Amer- 
ese ien ast quotation of ica through Moselle & Eisen Co., 


ordered three one-minute spots 
N.Y. Labor 


weekly on WXYZ for 10 weeks. 
Continued from page 27 


advertising manager of 


























KWRE, Warrenton, Mo., began 
oe last week. Remote 
ane ; studio: ve be ‘ is J 
of Musicians, and other unions and Washington ee ee ae 
guilds. Les Ware, formerly with KXLW, 
| Opinion among radio labor reps St. Louis county, is gen. mgr. ~ 
|was divided, with some pointing 
out that in certain situations 
unions favor overall agreements. 
'In Boston, for instance, AFRA tried 











Partridge, wife of WINN special 
events director, is chairman of 
Committee of the 
Louisville Federation of Teachers, 


(on Friday (18) night’s airing. on the grounds that their differ- | bringing Dr. Geor 

| d ‘ rll : ; ‘ er- | , ge V. Denny, 
| Though primarily a clinical item, | ences in power, policy and per- Jr., and his “Town Meeting” air- 

The Texas Rangers, [|| Allen Boretz’s script bore the sonnel were too great. In Los An- ing to town, to originate J Me- 


geles and Chi, however, AFRA morial Auditorium April 5. 
does have uniform pacts with sta- . 





Cleveland — Al Henderson, 
Ce D ; : now flack at 
| situation is more complex, with NBC’s WTAM, succeeding Ralph 
\Stations more greatly differen- Eckhart. 


tiated. 
4 Uniform deals, it’s pointed out, _ Pittsburgh—Jane Schultz has re- 

ave both advantages and disad- signed from WWSW staff after 
vantages for the unions. In some more than four years to join Mu- 
cases, organizers reason, pro-labor | sical Corp. in New York. She'll 
stations can be held back by other | Write continuity and do some an- 
stations. But in other instances,|0Uncing for that outfit, which 
it’s argued, anti-labor toppers can. PiPes canned music into stores in 
\be swayed by more moderate and around Manhattan. . 





; | Canadian-born spieler, has joined | 
Wheeler said the request for announcing staff. Ed J. Hennessy, | 


WRBL, Columbus, Ga., station, has | 


St. Louis—A new AM station, | 


Louisville — Mrs. George  S. 


too, on the CBS coast-to- 
coast network each Satur- 


. Sid 


-  GIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES "| 


Berlin has been taken on as 
salesman at WWSW. He take 
over the post left vacant when Row 
Philson recently switched to KQv 
. - « Thomas F. O'Connor, na 
veteran and onetime internal reve. 


oe ——. has joined KDKA gales 





Oklahoma City—Election 
Sugg to the office vice-presiters 
and director of WKY has been ans 
nounced by E. K. Gaylord, presi- 
dent of the Oklahoma City organ. 
ization. Sugg came to WKY over 
three years ago as manager, and 
will continue in that capacity, Di- 
rectors of the company elected 
Suge in a business meeting March 














_ Abe Burrows 


Continued from page 25 —— 





pression was that Burrows wag 
headed for the NBC camp. He had 
been negotiating with the latter 
network, and, in view of NBC’s de. 
termined bid to recapture program 


| prestige, it was considered a vir. 
| tual certainty that he’d wind up 
| on the Niles Trammell payroll. (It’s 


recalled that Burrows literally 
wowed the NBC crowd at the web's 
| convention in Sun Valley last fall,) 


| Initial Burrows project for CBS 
will be a half-hour show for him- 
| self which he’ll also write. Under 
|terms of the deal he’s also com. 
| mitted to write other programs for 
the web. 

| Originally a scripter in radio 
(“Duffy’s Tavern,” Dinah Shore, 
| Joan Davis, etc.), Burrows 
| branched out on his own a few 
years back and was sponsored by 
| Listerine on CBS last year ina 
15-minute Saturday evening pro- 
gram, - 


| — 


| 


|YEAR 


} 
| 


|ROUND 
ESTATE 


65 acres overlooking Ramapo 
Mts.” Ya hr. Geo. Wash. Bridge. 1 
hr. downtown N Y. Macadam 
drive winds through property te 
Georgian residence, built ‘37. 
Planned for low-cost operation. Ex- 
cellent pre-war construction. Slate 
roof, 20" foundation. Completely 
insulated; brass plumbing, random- 
width oak floors, kitchen tiled to 
ceiling, large Monel metal top elec. 
range; 14 rooms, 3 fireplaces, 2 
dressings rooms, 51/2 tile baths, 
stall shower, concealed bar with 
electric icebox and sink in pine- 
paneled library; oil-fired air-condi- 
tioning, awninged porch, flagstone 
dining terrace, 2-car attached gar., 
overhead doors. Cottage: 6 rooms, 
12 baths; oil heat. Barn: 2-cor 
gar., 8 box stalls, tackroom, 3-room 
1 bath apt., hayloft. Cow barn: 4 
stanchions, room and bath, loft. 
Kennels, chicken houses, summer 
houses. Playhouse with bar, flag 
terrace, grills, swimming pools 
by two brooks and springs; County 
theatre, schools, churches stores, 
bus and train 3 miles. Price 
$75,000. Phone week-days. Market 
3-7584. 























youngster shows signs of recovery .-if the stations are raising the issue, 























mete 








to a normal life. It was all neatly 
done. These sort of programs rate 
a wide audience. 


WOV Decision 


Continued from page 24 


day afternoon, 4-4:30 EST. 











The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 








of stations from coast to 











coast, have achieved Hoop- have so many applications arisen 
in connection with efforts to sell a 
station. Even before the multiple 
ownership rules were _ formally 
adopted, Bulova filed an applica- 
tion to sell WOV to the Mester 
Bros. Because of the war, he later 
withdrew the application, explain- 
ing that he had been asked by the 
government to retain the station 
under his control because of its 
° foreign language broadcasts. 


Some time later, Bulova again 


eratings as high as 27.4. 


Advertisers and stations 
—we have a new and even 
better sales plan! Ask 
about it! 


ARTHUR B. CHURCH 


Productions 
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 


Mesters but the transaction was 


lations by the Mesters of Federal 
Trade Commission rules. The 














applied to sell the outlet to the Alex 


denied by the FCC because of vio-| James F. Coyle, asst. commercial “Columbia Stage Door,” created 


Mesters carried the case to the| Sales of both media. 
te oe i 


tution. Wife rebels against this, | forces. le 
Both CBS, NBC 


and after a series of treatment the| Other union leaders claim that. 

“it can’t be good for labor.” They “NOVEL” 
state that guilds might suffer be- Continued from page 27 
_cause tactical advantages of tim-| 
ing would be lost to employees. 
They add that managements are 
making the suggestion with the 4 new Cy Howard 30-minute 
knowledge that they are more Show. Howard already is repre- 
united than the unions and that Sented by the top-Hooperated “My 
the labor organizations’ differences | Friend Irma” and “Life With 
would only be intensified by uni- Luigi.” 
form pacts. | A dramatic show called “Make | 
Peon prt aga a an over- Believe Town,” about Hollywood. | 
organization, the Assn. of ‘ . y 
Broadcast Unions and Guilds, but Pred iy wage on one guia _— 

ABUG has not been an important r gee 
A half-hour Rudy Vallee pro- 


factor in the city’s labo ions 
sieture. ys labor relations gram created by Lester Gottlieb. 

. The new Jerry Lawrence-Bob 
zee situation comedy, “Young 
ean a —. vet- Love,” with Janet Waldo, about / A BIG 
the WCAU staff for the a clght a couple of college freshmen with ITS 
years, has been Bn a yen to get married. | 

SS een a nan A talent-showcase program with | \ wid f 
-WCAU-TV commercial manager, Clifton Fadiman, tentatively called ER 





News Age Herald 
Birmingham, Ale. 


"WHAT MAKES ©, °* 
YOU TICK?) 


For Ivory Flakes 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
2:45-3 P.M. es 


With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 
Written and Directed by 
ADDISON SMITH 








edy scripted by Jesse Oppen-. 
heimer. | 









ca 
} 




















manager of the station since 1943, by Irving Mansfield. Auditioned) | 4/ wor 

will concentrate his activities on aS a one-hour program, it will tga | 
jably be cut down to a half-hour. _ GSee page 4) ys in 
q ee r¥4 1¥ 29” ai 72 yx 
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= | ASCAP Board Rejects TV Payment 


Plan on Use of Copyright Music 


sof j roposal of 

——. ee as er use on 
a scale of paymen ce. th 
cco of music controlled by the 
video | iety of Composers, 
American Society lid , 
Authors and Publishers, alc a 

t with the approval of the So- 
mer director board in meeting 
reli (17) in New York. Board 
poe the proposal, which actual- 
ly was a counter-offer to one pre- 
viously made by the ASCAI a 
committee, back to the latter sods 
for additional negotiation P ase 
the video representatives. Some 
of this was done at a meeting Mon- 
day (21) afternoon and another 
meeting is scheduled for today 

sday). ; 

WE SCAP board’s rejection of the 
tele plan of payment does not, it S 
emphasized, mean that the two fac- 
tions have reached loggerheads on 
a coin plan. It simply means that 
the Society’s board was not too 
happy with the tele men’s initial 
ideas of what they should pay for 
copyrighted music. ASCAP’s di- 
rectors and executives are deeply 
aware of two things in the nego- 
tiations which must .be heavily 
considered (1) that the Society has 
obtained only representation rights 
from members for a brief two-year 
period and: they must deliver sat- 
isfactory results or the rights 
might not be renewed, and (2) that 
an initial deal sets a precedent. If 
its terms are too low there's al- 
ways an uphill fight to improve 
them. Plus which, during even the 
next two years, as television reve- 
nue rises, regular AM revenue to 
the Society figures to go down and 
must be compensated for. 

However, Society heads empha- 
size that the negotiations, in view 
of tele’s future, are more or less 
still in the embryonic stage. Ap- 
parently there’s no certainty that 
a deal will be concluded before 
April 1, when the organization’s 
30-day extension of $1 year blanket 
contracts, which had been extend- 
ed for 60 days from Dec. 31, ex- 
pires. Society’s director board will 
meet this morning (Wednesday) to 
consider another extension in the 
event a contract is not concluded 
with tele before next week. 


AFM Rule Due On 





Spivak vs. WM 


Charlie Spivak’s attempts to 
wiggle out of his contract with the 
William Morris agency, which has 


been bent on going out of the band 


booking business, may be decided 
this week or next. American Fed- 
eration of Musicians is expected to 
hand down ‘a decision on Spivak’'s 
plaint against the agency and his 


application to have the union de- | 


clare his pact invalid. 

Spivak claims breach of contract 
against Morris. But on what basis 
neither he nor Morris is willing to 
be very clear. It has been said 
that Spivak’s deal with the agency 
called for the latter to provide him 


guarantee against a percentage of 
the band’s earnings to his ex-wife, 
and that Morris hadn't lived up 
to the agreement. 
Ah. any rate, Spivak last week 
bs hdrew at the last minute al- 
ne” from a scheduled opening 
ast’ night (Tuesday) at Frank 
ailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar 
rove, N. J., asserting that at the 
) spas Suarantee against 30% of 
. revenue he couldn’t come out 
ancially, He had agreed to play 


e date, b ; 
contract ut had never signed the 


een 


>] 
B'way Decea’s Mecca 


‘ aoa Records will make almost 
atres be Sweep of Broadway the- 
Jordan einé this week. Louis 
today (wens at the Paramount 
fen Wednesday), Gordon Jen- 
reer Thos at the Capitol tomor- 
goes | ursday) and Guy Lombardo 
Hay the Strand Friday (25). 
Y the Roxy ‘is missing. 





with dates at sufficient coin so as. 
to guarantee his band costs and | 
expenses, which includes a weekly | 


+ 





Hildegarde’s Decca Disk 


Hildegarde makes her first re- 
| cordings in a year and a half when 
| she cuts two sides this week for 
|Deeca. Cafe name has not made 
anything since the lifting of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
disk ban early in December and 
didn’t do anything while the ban 
was on. 

She'll cut “It’s a Big Wide. Won- 
derful World,” and “O’ My Dar- 
ling’ in New York. 





Engel’s Package 


(39c Sheets, Disks) 


Burns Major Pubs 


Major music publishers are burn- 
ing at a new music sales package 
being marketed by Lyle Engel out 
of New York It consists of two 


sheets of music and two recordings | 
combined on! 
one piece of laminated cardboard | 


of the same tunes 
selling for 39c. Engel assertedly 
is selling the items to chain and 
department stores and has been ap- 
proaching major publishers for the 
right to use their tunes—at a 34c. 
royalty, covering the sale of both 
music and recording. Majors so 
far are turning him down. 


Development is an 8x10 


of a song on each side. Grooved 
right into the printing of the tune 
is a “recording” of the same mel- 
ody. Diameter of the recording, of 
course, is less than the eight-inch 
width of the sheet. There's a spin- 
dle hole in this oblong “disk,” the 
same as in the regular recording. 
And the sound isn’t bad (laminated 
method of recording is the same as 
that used by Columbia Records). 
Publishers are not only put out 
‘by the cheap price of the combina- 
tion of two songs and two records 
(one piano copy of a pop hit costs 
|about ‘the same price, with tax), 
but they’re beefing loudly over En- 
gel’s nerve in asking for the rights 
(to their tunes at that 34c. royalty. 
For example, the statutory royalty 
rate for recording is 2c, and song- 
writers get half. Royalty rate to 
songwriters for sheet music sales 
vary, but the average is 3c. a copy. 
In other words. Engel wants to pay 
‘pubs 34¢ royalty for the right to 
use material that earns songwriters 
many tiffes that much in royalties 
through normal channels. 


Supreme Asks 166 In 
Hassle Over Handling 





Of ‘Little Bird’ Platter 


Los Angeles, March 22. 


Supreme Records’ hassle with 
Black & White over latter's 


pressing and distribution of Su-| 


preme’s click platter, “Little Bird 
|Told Me” by Paul Watson, has 
reached Superior Court. Supreme 
is charging a discrepancy in the 
amount of money it has collected 
via the arrangement and is asking 
for $16,000 more. ae 
Supreme had secured an injunc- 
| tion preventing Black & White 
from pressing or distributing any 
| platters, including its own, until an 


| accounting could be made, but the | 


‘injunction was vacated after three 
idavs when Paul Reiner, 
prexy succeeded in getting an okay 
to make and market plattery s own 
wares. Black & White had been 
handling distribution for Supreme 
until three weeks ago when Al Pat- 


rick, Supreme topper, set up offices | 


in New York and Chicago. 


Southern Musie inked David 
Diamond to pacts covering publi- 
cation of his works for chorus, 
jvoice, piano and orehestra, 





inch | 
piece of stiff cardboard carrying a | 
full chorus of both music and lyric | 


B&W | 


-__ 


HIT ORIGINATE 
RUM OVERSEA 


By ABEL GREEN 


} 








| 

} 

| A 
Music 


INT'L POP MUSIC AT ITS PEA 











Col Records Seen Cutting Retail 
Price to 60c, Setting Trend 


as an international lan- 
Zuage has been manifest in Tin. 
Pan Alley ever since the period 


immediately preceding World War 
I. That is, up to 1943. Interna- 
tional. song hits captured the 
American imagination until halted 
by the late fracas. But now a 
renaissance in international pop 
music looms a manner to eclipse 
anything that has gone before. 
Gathering momentum in ’48, as 
the One World idea in everything 
became accented in relation to pop 
tunes, this year sees the dominant 
hits of the moment originating 
‘from overseas. Perhaps it is not 
for nought that the tempo 
of the westerns, hillbilly or “corn” 


tunes have been so prominently 
to the fore in recent months, as 
witness “Hair of Gold, Eyes of 
| Blue.” “You Call Everybody Dar- 
| ling,” “You Were Only Fooling,” 
“My Happiness,” “Buttons and 
Bows,” “A Little Bird Told Me 
That You Loved Me,” ete. 

But against these native Yank 


pops have come a flock of. British 
and Continental tunes to pucker 
the American whistle and inspire 
the Yankee terpers. Not that the 
(Continued on page 43) 





Musicraft Snag 


Ends, Vaughan In 
Col. Term Deal 


Sarah Vaughan finally got free 
of her Musicraft Records contract 
last week and the next day picked 
up on a new Columbia Record term 
deal. Singer’s attorney and Musi- 
craft execs and attorneys made a 
deal via which she was released to 
CRC only minutes before all step- 
ped into a N. Y. court Thursday 
(17) for a hearing on an application 
designed to force Musicraft to re- 
|lease her. or resume contractual 
| obligations, i.e., record her, pay 
| claimed royalty arrears, etc. 
| Deal finally made with Musicraft 
called for the singer to waive some 
| $7,500 in back royalties due her, 
|pay Musicraft attorneys $1,500 in 


!royalties from the future sale of 
'material she made in the past for 
the indie label, and to record four 
more sides for Musicraft on her 
regular 5° royalty basis. 
| Musicraft originally wanted the 
singer to. pay $10,000 to secure a 
release, plus waiving the royalties, 
/plus making six sides. This was 
not agreeable. Again Musicraft 
|came back and offered a lower cash 
| payment plus all the other angles. 
'This too was refused. Finally, the 
| accepted terms were broached and 
‘agreed to. Quit-claim signatures 
were hardly cold when Miss 
| Vaughan was at Columbia Records 
|picking up a five-year deal she 
‘signed last Jan. 3, and which was 
| delayed when CKC was advised of 
‘the Musicraft complications. 
Columbia had 
Vaughan some time ago on two 
sides, and the backgrounds for two 
more were made because she got 
sick and couldn’t sing. She dub- 
bed in the vocals to these back- 
grounds late last week. 


“MISSOURI WALTZ’ MAY 
BECOME STATE SONG 


St. Louis, March 22. 

President Truman’s favorite ditty, 
“The Missouri Waltz,’ may become 
the official state song. Recently, 
a committee of state solons in ses- 
sion at Jefferson City approved a 
measure to make it official. 

Two years ago, when the sugges- 
tion was first made, songwriters, 
pro and tyro, flooded legislators 


(with ditties that the writers 





thought should be the official state 
i gon 


|sets totalled $9,629,374 and liabili- | 


“ a 
late last week as preparing to an- 





Getting Into the Act 
Hollywood, March 22. 

It smacks of publicity, but 
Dennis Morgan and Warner 
musical director Ray Heindorf 
are supposed to be composing 
a new tune, “The Jane Wyman 
Waltz.” Idea apparently 
stemmed from the success of 
“The Humphrey Bogart 
Rhumba.’ 

it’s probably only coinci- 
dental that Morgan currently 
is co-starring with Miss Wy- 
man in “The Octopus and Miss 
Smith.” 








Deccas 48 Drop 


In Gross Earnings 
For Year of Ban’ 


Decca Records last week issued 
a financial statement to stock- 
holders covering 1948, which cited 
a drop in gross earnings from the 
$32,508,718 total compiled in 
1947 to $23,867,020 achieved dur- 
ing a year when the American 
Federation of Musicians recording 
ban existed. Sliced gross never- 
theless turned out a fairly good 
dividend for Decca’s 776,650 stock- 
holders. They earned $1.10 a 
share out of net earnings of $854.- 
974, as against the $2.08 per share 
distributed in 1947 on the basis of 
net earnings of $1,618,548. 

Decca’s statement points out that 
1948 was a year of readjustment. 
It was marked by a return to a 
normal demand for disks from the 
wartime boom sales. The same 
effect has been experienced by all 
companies; recording sales have 
dropped into the old seasonal ups 
and downs routine. It was added 
in Decca’s statement that the AFM 
ban, which occupied 1112 months 


of the year, had a depressing ef- | 


fect on sales since “it was prob- 
able’’ that many good songs were 
withheld from the market because 
of the ban. 

As of Dec. 31 last, Decea’s as- 


ties ran up to $4,784,368. _ Cash 


\fees, accept 50% of agreed upon | 2nd accounts receivable totalled | 


$6,574,540, or $456,838 higher than 
liabilities. 


| year, liabilities exceeded cash and 


due coin by $2,607,843. 

Decca has not used any more of 
the $4,000,000 loan it arranged 
with the First National Bank of 


Boston in November, 1947. At the 


time the deal was made $2,000,000 
was withdrawn, but no further part 
of it has been used. In fact, 
$333,333 of the original withdrawal 
has been returned. 





Novelty Band (Ingle) For 


recorded Miss! 


Dailey’s Meadowbrook 
Is Strictly a Novelty 


Frank Dailey was forced into ex- 
perimenting with a novelty band 
for his Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J. And he’ll watch the results 
earefully for comparisons with the 
name dance band poiicy he has 


‘clung to for the spot over the 
| years. 


Dailey debuted Red_ Ingle’s 
Natural Seven at Meadowbrook last 
night (Tuesday) for a_ three-day 
run. Elliot Lawrence works one 
night (Friday) and is followed by 
Bobby Byrne Saturday (26). Lat- 
ter band stays for three weeks un- 
til Jimmy Dorsey opens. 

Dailey originally had Charlie 
Spivak to open last night (Tues- 
day), but Spivak cancelled out be- 
cause of his contract tiff with the 
William Morris agency (see sepa- 
rate story). On _ short notice, 
Dailey was forced to get what he 
could, and Ingle, in N, Y. for a 
television show, was the only avail- 
able answer, 
an experiment, ° 


At the same time last. 


And he also became | 


Columbia Records was reported 


nounce a reduction in the retail 
price of its popular 78 rpm record- 
ings from the current 75¢e (79¢ 
with tax) to 60c. Frank White. 
president of CRC, simply stated 
“no comment” when queried if 
such a move was in the wind. But 
he did not deny it. Date is said 
to be April 1. 


In the event Columbia does drop 
its price for the 78 rpm issues, Co- 


lumbia_ will have made the first 
move toward breaking the price 
level for major labels that was 
reached over a year ago. And the 


move has been expected. Po re- 
cording sales have not risen out of 
the slump into which the industry 
dropped soon after the war and 
the consensus of opinion is that 
the price level in view of current 
economic conditions is mainly re- 
sponsible. 


That is more or less substanti- 
ated by department store heads 
who have within the past six 


months been handling the cheaper 
lines such as Eli Oberstein’s Var- 
sity disks, the new Hy-Tone label 
put .out by Signature Records a 
few weeks back, and the Spotlight 


platters. These retail from 37c to 
44c with tax, and the record di- 
vision men handling them have 


put the disks into competition on 
counters with major labels. They 
have very definite views on com- 
parisons. 

It’s flatly stated, for example, by 
one that top artists on 75c records 
do not have half the attraction 
they once had for customexys—un- 
less that artist happens to be on a 
hit song. In other words, buying 
of top price disks is restricted to 
something customers actually want 
badly enough to pay the price. 
That no longer do his patrons pick 
up three or four disks at a time. 
They do the latter now in the 
lower-price record division. 

Columbia could, with a return 
to the 60c tap, begin a reverse 
trend among all majors in price. 
And most dealers agree that such 
a move would meas a healthier 
recording business. 


Caps 48 Gross 
Jumps Over 16%, 


Capitol Records turned out a 
solid financial statement for 1948 





_last week, pointing up a slightly 


higher than 16% increase in net 
sales over the previous year. Total 
for 48 ran to $16,862,540 as against 
the $14.510,206 pyramided in ’47. 
But, due to various factors, the 
company’s net earnings for ’48 ran 
nearly $1,000,000 higher than the 
previous year. Total reached 
$1,315,847 as against $318,529 for 
"47. 


Stockholder earnings amounted 
to $2.60 for holders of 476,230 
pieces of common, which was a big 
jump over the 56c earned by the 
stock the previous year. Coin 
statement also pointed up ¢€ goodly 
increase in Cap’s working capital 
—from $977,250 to $2.473,647. 

Of course, a fair chunk of Cap’s 
large increase in net earnings for 
last year was due to the fact that 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians ban was on and no disking 
was allowed for more than 11 
months. Too, no _ royalties per 
record sold money was handed over 
to the AFM for the entire year. 


Mpls. Needs Seating 


Minneapolis, March 22. 
With the municipal auditorium 
here unable to meet the demand 





‘for dates from concert impresarios, 


sports promoters, etc., additional 
pressure is being put on the U. of 
Minnesota board of regents to 
mrake its 5.000-seat Northrop audi- 
torium and 18,000-seat Field House 
available for rentals. 


So far the plea has. been Jo. pe. . 
'aVall. 
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Macy's, N.Y., Preems Battle of RPM's’, 
Spotlighting Col, Victor Booths 


Macy’s New York department # 


began the battle of the 
RPM's last week with the establish- 
ent of two sales booths, one 
onstrating i 
srierogroove Long-Playing record- 
ings and other demonstrating RCA- 





Columbia Records | 


ictor’s new 45 rpm platters, side | 
by side. Huge ads Sunday (20) in| 


daily newspapers cited the “battle 


the record speeds.” 
w columbie’s booth drew attention 


Monday (21) due to a new player | 


machine being marketed by 
Lincoln Engineering Co.. St. Louis. 
This equipment, which isn't in the 
low-price class,eplays both LP and 
conventional 78 recordings. But 
it plays the LP’s automatically, and 
uses both sides—plus using the 
seven, 10 and 12-inch disks ‘inter- 
mixed. It can handle up to 15 
hours of continuous music without 
attention. Another machine, mar- 
keted by General Instrument, will 
handle all three speeds. It uses a 
three-speed motor and one pickup 
arm to reproduce the 33. 45 and 78 
speed disks, a spindle block being 
used to fill the larger center hole 
of the 45s. Victor, incidentally, has 
gotton up a 15-page booklet de- 
signed to explain the 45 disks and 
the equipment that plays them to 
the public. Dealers will relay them 
to record buyers. 


Columbia Records claims that 
during the past few weeks its 
Microgroove sales have steadily 


risen. There was a lull for a while 
presumably due_ to _ indecision 
caused by the confusion of the dif- 
ferent speeds, but that apparently 
has been dissipated. 

Victor, on the other hand, asserts 
that dealer reaction to its 45s, 
which originally was not good, has 
now gone so far beyond expecta- 
tions that the company had to ex- 
pand its production schedule to 
handle debut releases, due the end 
of this month. 


Vote Procedure 


Revamp Before 
ASCAP Board 


Only one resolution was okayed 
for submission to the general mem- 
bership meeting next Wednesday 
(30) in New York, by the director 
board of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers, in meeting Thursday (17). 
That resolution was one that 
has been fought over many times 
before and always knocked down. 
It has an effect on ASCAP’s 
weighted voting system. 

In the past, when an issue went 
to balloting, the potential votes of 
those who had for some reason or 
another neglected to cast a ballot, 
always have been counted as nega- 
tive, that is, against the proposi- 
tion. Resolution okayed for pres- 
entation to the membership calls 
for a change in the society's by- 
laws to eliminate entirely those 
votes not cast. In other words, to 
count results only on the basis of 
votes actually returned. Many 
times in the past issues have been 
counted out, despite the fact that 
they would have passed if only 
those votes actually filed were ac- 
cepted. Though the “yeahs” did 
Outnumber the “nays,” the unfiled 
voting power provided the balance 
against. It has long been deemed 
an' unfair method of vote tabulat- 
ing, but was never changed. 

Pinky Herman submitted 
resolution. 





the 





Discovery Records’ In 
Canada Distrib Setup 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Discovery Records, Coast indie 
of which Albert Marz, one of the 
founders of the Musicraft label, 
-is president, made a Canadian dis- 
_ tribution arrangement last week. 
Maple Leaf Records, Ltd., will han- 
dle Discovery’s 78 and 33 Micro- 
groove Long-Playing line above the 
border, 
_ Deal calls for Discovery to serv- 
ice Maple Leaf with stampers of 
its material, which the latter will 


Press in Montreal for Canadian 


distribution. Maple Leaf also han- 


dles the M-G-M label in a like’ 


Manner, 





Mel Allen’s Sports Tune 


Mel Allen, sportscaster, is co-! 
writer of a tune that’s now seek- 
ing a publisher and/or a record-! 
ing. It’s titled, “Don’t Forget to 
Teuch All Those Bases.” 

Allen collaborators are Walter | 
Bishop an” Alan Courtney; latter | 
was a co-writer of “Joltin’ Joe| 
DiMaggio” years ago. | 


J. DORSEY SETTLES FOR | 
1156 IN HOME FIRE LOSS 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Jimmy Dorsey managed to col- 
lect $115,000 in insurance covering 
the loss of his Toluca Lake home 
by fire a few weeks ago. Actually, | 
the material damage was higher 
than that and Dorsey assertedly 
had sought $130,000, but settled 
for the lower figure. His exten- 
sive manuscript library, incident- 
ally, was saved because it was 
stored in a wing that was not too 
badly damaged. He did lose 19.- 
000 recordings, however. 

Dorsey’s wife, who was 
burned in the fire, may have to 
undergo plastis surgery. Her arm 
and shoulder, particularly the lat- 
ter, were seriously scared. Face 
burns will disappear, doctors say. 





| ‘‘Pal-ing Around With You” 


badly 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Cruising Down the River” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Cruising Down the River” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“Cruising Down the River” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“Cruising Down the River” 


King Preps Ist 
Pop Disk Issue 


Initial release of pop material by 
King Records will debut within the 
next 10 days. It’s a pairing of 
and 
“Why Should I Worry” by Louise 
Carlyle, the Satisfiers and Tony 
Mottola’s small combination. Other 
sides were made alone by the 
Satisfiers for future release and 
King has signed Al Cernak, Arthur 
Godfrey. talent winner, to do male 
solos. 

King only recently decided on 
going into the pop field (majority 
of its issues in the past have been 








hillbilly, novelty, jazz, race, ete.) 
and it signed Dewey Bergman, 
former Guy Lombardo arranger, 


as artists and repertoire head, in 
New York. He is signing a couple 
of bands in addition to other pop 
Singers within the next few weeks. 


Pub Squawks to D.A. Over Indie 
Recorder's Royalty Statements 


4 





WB Music’s Holland Rep 


Amsterdam, March 14. 


sart. Inc., of this city, has been ap- 
pointed representative of the Mu- 
sic Publishers Holding Corp. (War- 
/ner Bros. music publishing firms) 
in this country. Deal includes the 
Harms, Remick, Witmark, and New 
World Music catalogs. 


Hans C. Gomperts in director of 
LEIB. 


IRVIN FAZOLA DIES 
IN NEW ORLEANS, 36 


Irvin ‘Fazola) Prestopnik, 36. 
clarinetist and well-known expon- 
ent of jazz, died at his home in 
New Orleans, March 20. 

In recent months he was playing 
with Dixieland band in French 
Quarter  ~itery, New Orleans, and 
in weekly jazz jamboree session in 
Parisian room there. 

Fazola was top clarinetist with 
Bob Crosby, and also played in 
bands of Teddy Powel, Claude 
Thornhill and Horace Heidt. He 
returned to New Orleans in 1942 
due to poor health. 

Survived by wife, parents and a 
sister. 













































































































































































Les Editions Internationales Ba- | 


+ A major New York music pub- 
_lisher has taken a complaint to 
the N. Y. district attorney con- 
cerning fraudulent royalty state- 
ments made by a N. Y. indie record 
manufacturer. Move, more than 
anything that has happened in re- 
cent months, indicates the increas- 
ing refusal among major publish- 
‘ers to stand still for the royalty 
_evasions of ai: kinds by some indie 
recorders. 


| Case handed to the D.A. involves 
a statement returned to the pub 
by a fairly prominent indie, which 
cited a certain number of sales of 
!a particular record. Total was far 
beneath the number of sales the 
head of the firm had boasted about, 
and this caused the pub to have 
the indie’s books audited. They are 
said to have found the disker to 
have used two sets of master num- 
bers relating to the same hit re- 
cording. On the firm's books the 
numbers were connected with re- 
cordings cf public-domain, or roy- 
alty-free music. But in actual sales 
the numbers were connected with 
melody owned by the complaining 
publisher. Exactly how the audi- 
tors determined that the entries 
were fraudulent is undisclosed. 

It’s asserted that the case against 
the indie is clear-cut and the pub- 
lisher apparently intends pressing 
to the fullest extent. 

An earlier, almost as concrete in- 











dication of how musie publishers 
a ba rn SAE ana = | are reacting to indie royalty state- 
ments, which they didn’t bother 
too much about during the war 
RETAI Dy K BE T SELLER es when business was good, occurred 
two weeks ago. Pubs then insisted 
that certain indie firms being given 
re ne rates per side lower than the statu- 
VARIETY > - e tory 2c., must pay every three 
: ; SS al | = |O months in full; if not they must 
Survey of retail disk best 7) & Bisis r an; y | 
- A ~ lelet<é pay the full 2c. rate and account 
sellers, based on reports ob- ” u/s} 6/%9 =x|bi/sel]. ee nt. in” betaine 
tained from leading stores in A . 3 5 Oleg | nis] «6 P for sales every 30 days instead of 
res ; Solsia ee Ss | & B quarterly. 
12 cities and showing com niZ®inl/Si/oi slg |ZSilalai s/s] T 
parative sales rating for this " Po ~ |B) eB E z | wi el] & 3 S rf 
and last week. Cis lif&§ |ISIB8l(E is | si“ 1 El els T 
215/28 MiMNio/i&£/8/ 6] 6164 A 
: ef .j/V, ian }/&I@lolg 
e|/2/Q)/8lgy iiFPisislivis E L a S 
Endi TlelgleielgigSiligi die 
National Week n Ing J i é S | Z 3 | | 2 FE =|u| P fT 
Rating rs ely i/ales |e /0 | | Oo | P| f (’ t 
MARCH 19 plelE( ei elei2/9/2/ 2! 4) ° | Plan for Coas 
iw | @ P< 4 I 
This Last e = ¥ % els | § | Ris E & T IT! ‘ 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZiOiaim@in in I/EiSleinisini s Re resentation 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) : D 
Ju 1 m. hnmeo. Down me wet — acini : : 8 : - American Society of Composers, 
a ean rg te (Decca) — ie wee ae 7 5 “4 Authors and Publishers director 
“Galway Day .....-----.----::: z board, in meeting in New York 
MILLS BROS. (Decca) Thursday (17), approved the plan 
3 8 “I Love You So Much It Hurts”.. 3) .. .. -. 5 10. 5G 10—i—=dw 6286 under which Coast members of the 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) Society will be allowed to set up 
4 7 “Cruising Down the River”....... 5§ 1 A 3 2 33 . somuniite of ee - 
7 ; i tact with the N. 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) en -See eee 
A. ” execs. This plan, broached to the 
5A 5 Red Roses for a — ae ST eee | 6 3 5 _ 32 | Coast mamborekia 0 connie weeks 
ong waa (Decca) 10 os aad 5 : 4 32 | 289 at the semi-annual meeting of 
“So Tir wnt tes : : = | N.Y. execs with the Coast contin- 
EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) | gent, calls for the latter to elect 
6 6 “Powder Face With Sunshine”... 8 ae 2 8 S és e 7 _ 28 a six-man committee, the chairman 
GORDON MacRAE (Capitol) of which will come east every three 
7 a: : ¢- ohare 7 2 6 3 ° 26 months to ge a headquar- 
a ters execs informed of what’s 
: BY (Decca) ; FP 
8 2 = ag dear Paeae Alea Se 7 10 1 are 9 24 =_— on wh east, and relay 
- — oast complaints. 
LES BROWN (Columbia) ” 1 10 2 20 Plan was devised by N.Y. execs 
9A 9 “I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me”... .... be cae and offered to the Coast men be- 
USS MORGAN (Decca) fore the Society’s executive board 
9B 15 orever and Ever” a 20 or director board had been ad- 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) vised of it. About two weeks ago 
10 19 “Careless Hands” iid cease dus 8 6 3 16 the plan was explained to the exec 
DENNIS DAY (Victor) board and last week the director 
11A 13 “Clancy Lowered the Boom”... 9 8 .. 5 10 9 10 . 15 |, board approved it. 
mes B ASCAI will pay the transporta- 
—- FULTON (Tower 3 7 15 tion and living expenses in N.Y. of 
11B lee eee ee ree the rep who comes east each three 
TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) months. Six-man committee, which 
11C 10 “Down By the Station” Se bknced  eunial ad . a 4 7 15 will be named via balloting of the 
MILLS BROS. (Decca) Coast men, will serve for three 
11D 11 “Dve Got My Love to Keep Me”... .. .. .. «. 3 9 6 15 years, the chairmanship rotating 
EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) = each six months. 
12A 14 “A Little Bird Told Me” ........ 4 6 - 9 14 
ee Hollywood, March 22. 
12B 12 ce Rr gg mace 6 2 as Committee of six to rep 
: ASCAP members in_ dealings 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 4 12 with national headquarters’ in 
18 16 “Se im Leve”..........ceceeres 6 a New York will be named Friday 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) | (25) following tabulation of secret 
14... °“You, You, You Are the One”.... ..  -- 9 . A erences Colony of 250 ASCAP 
: TRA (Columbia) members now js voting on the 
oe ame tag eames peneetaeae —— 4 ca 8 10 committee from a slate of 12 
——— 7 Tle — names. 
FRANKIE YANKO\ IC (Columbia) s- ; 10 Unlike voting system used na- 
15B Blue Skirt Waltz Serereeeceree . a - tionally by ASCAP in choosing 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 2 9 board members, balloting for com- 
16A 19 “Careless Hands”...........-...-. : LS eT mittee members locally is secret. 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) Votes ‘will be counted at an open 
16B “Streets of Laredo”............. a ° oe - 2. . 9 || meeting by a committee of five 
tellers headed by Ruby Cowan. 
1 | . | . | . | . Candid “Louis Gruei 
ates are Louis Gruenberg, 
FIVE TOP | Kiss Me, KATE ‘ST. PATRICK’S pay, WORDS AND | STAN KENTON | eaeamtiie Archie Gottler, Johnny Green, L. 
| MUSIC ENCORES Wolfe Gilbert, Eddie Heymann, 
Broadway Cast Bing Crosby | P . Volume 9 Walter Kent, Sammy Lerner, Leo 
ALBUMS | Verled Artiete | Men Kenton Voried Artists | Robin, Andy Razaf, Harry Ruby, 
Columbia Decca | M-G-M | Capitol Mercury Harry Warren and Ned Washing- 
ton. 
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3 Mpls, Retailers in 256 Anti-Trust 
Suit Against 5 Major Record Labels 





Minneapolis, March 22. +4 

In one of the most unique anti- 
trust actions ever filed, three local 
retail record dealers have begun a 
$25,000 suit in Federal court here 
against five major record labels 
and 11 other local dealers and dis- 
tributors. Trio allege they started 
in the record business after being 
given to understand they would be 
serviced with major record prod- 
uct and that rival retail dealer de- 
fendants had formed an alliance 
designed to halt competition. And 
that the distributors had been in- 
fluenced against selling product 
outside the offending group. 

It’s alleged that the echelon of 
retailers being sued is called, 
“Records, Inc.”, but no record of 
any such organization can be found 
here. Plaintiff dealers, however, 
allege that because of their in- 
ability to secure product locally, 
they have been forced to protect 
their investments by buying rec- 
ords directly from New York, at 
prices averaging five cents higher 
per disk, plus shipping costs. They 
say that when they sought service | 
from one major label, they were 
refused on the basis that a rival 
label didn’t sell to them. 

Retailers assert that’s discrim- 
ination in violation of the anti-trust | 
laws and they ask $43,200 in triple 
damages. One of the complainants, 
House of Records, which opened in 
January, this year, has lost $200 
monthly since. The others, Studio 
Record Shop and Arrow Record 
and Radio, assert they have lost | 
$500 monthly due to the sales 
block. 

Defendants in the case are Melo- 
dee Record Shop, McGowan’s 
Music, Reinhard Bros., F. C. 
Haver, Roycraft Co., Record Deal- 
ers, Inc., Campus Record, Century 
Record, Camera Sales, Inc., Disc 
and Needle, Edina Record, and 
Gabbert, Inc. Labels involved in- 
clude Columbia, Victor, Decca and 
M-G-M-. 
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Tommy Dorsey Returns — 
To Coast on July 26; | 
First Time in 2 Years 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Harry James orch, currently 
playing three-nights weekly at 
Tommy Dorsey’s Casino Gardens 
on the pier at Santa Monica will 
tee off terpery’s six-night-weekly 
summer operation June 3 for a’ 
seven-week stretch. Then owner 
Dorsey comes in on July 26 to fin- 
ish off the summer with his first 
Coast date in nearly two years. 

James, getting $2,500 guarantee 
against 60% of the gross for the 
present three-night arrangement, 
checks out temporarily April 3 for 
a skein of eastern one-nighters. 
When Dorsey takes over in July, 
James will disband his own aggre- 
gation until mid-September for | 
his annual vacation with wife, 
Betty Grable, coincident with the 
Del Mar racing meet. | 

During the eight weeks James is | 
trekking east, Casino will feature | 
a combination of Dick Stabile and | 
Ish Kabibble, but on a Friday-Sat- 
urday arrangement only. Stabile. 
now is forming a 16-piece crew | 
he'll take into the terpery, with | 
sidemen getting scale and Stabile 
drawing $100 a night. 
(Merle Bogue), erstwhile Kay Ky- | 
ser member, will front an eight- | 
piece comedy combo now being | 
put together by MCA. Unit will 
get a slice above scale. 


PUBS GRIPE OVER 
LAMBS CLUB NICK 


Music publishers are a bit 
peeved currently over the way they | 
have been approached for contri- 
butions to the Lambs Club relief 
fund. Pubs had never been asked 
on a large scale to kick in in past 
years. But this year Fred Waring 
is designated as a committee of 
one to contact pubs and gather 
contributions. 

Waring has contacted all major 
pubs by letter suggesting that a 
$100 check would be nice. They 
don’t mind so much kicking into a 
fund that has no connection with 
the music biz, but they do mind 
the fact that Waring, because he | 
performs songs on the air and on | 
records and they must cater to him | 
somewhat, was given the job of. 
collecting from them, 
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Upbeat 
New York 


Al Donahue band moves from 
the Statler hotel, Washington, | 
D. C. to Statler, Boston, April 4 | 
and back to the D. C. hostelry in| 
the summer, following Guy Lom- 
bardo....Carlos Vydal, conga 
drummer, and Ray Wetzel, trum- 
peter, both formerly with Stan) 
Kenton, join Charlie Barnet’s or- 
chestra....Lou Levy, head ot 
Leeds Music, to Florida for couple 
weeks. ...Sydney Kornheiser stays | 
in N. Y. until May directing Edwin 
H. Morris and Melrose staffs on 
“Connecticut Yankee” score... I. 
H. Greengrass sextet at Borde- ED McKENZIE, WJBK 
wick’s Bronx spot....Lionel Detroit’s “Jack the Bellboy” has 
Hampton overflowed Mutual! pioneered every phase of radio. His 
Arena, Toronto, Saturday (19) play- | Persuasive, authentic across-the- | 
ing to 4,600 at $1.75 and $2; spot | table delivery has him heavily-spon- | 
stopped selling tickets at 7:30 p.m. sored. His thorough knowledge of 
_, Brank Marino, guitar, joined (0 ate i, oe tates hin 

, 4 cords, es 
fosae MGM, Rercths Coals ~< ae angen oF ove 
ae sane , | Jockeys. cKenzie has made “Jac 
Fee see at ROO eh omene May | the Beliboy” one of the trademarks 
6....Elliot Lawrence band taking | ne 
first vacation since debuting band 
in July, 1945....It’s J. Russell 
Robinson who collaborated with 
Gordon Burdge on “Portrait of 
Jennie,” tune, incidentally, has 

been shifted to Chappell 


rom Crawford for which firm Max 
Dreyfus bought it from Mark War- | IS 0c I S 


now Music. 


sumer ttzwoed.... .. For Mayor's Job 


— stand at Million Dollar here 
with a two-weeker at the Barbary : 
Coast, Frisco, at $2,000 per session ‘San Antonio, March 22. 
. .. Doris Donovan, who bowed out Bud Whaley, KMAC disk jockey | 
as chirp with Benny Strong’s band and one of this town’s most out- 
in Chicago, joined spouse Frank standing spinners, has tossed his 
Parsons here . . . Ziggy Elman as- hat into the ring in the mayoralty 
——- a band to slice a pair Of race. Using the phrase, “I’m a 
Vi es for M-G-M today (22) . . . disk jockey running on my rec-| 

ictor Lombardo ork starts its ord.” Whaley is letely eee | 
first local stand next Wednesday " : t biddi f oer = we serious 
(30) opening at the Aragon on a | 2>0ut bidding for the city’s top po- 
fullweek basis at flat $2,400 per , litical post. He’s 42 and is given 
frame. ; |a good chance by experts. 

Frank De Vol guest-conducts the Whaley’s reasons for entering 
Cleveland Symphony June 11 in the mayoralty race is said to be| 
his original, “Combat Concerto”... based on, “hundreds of requests” 
Eddy Howard’s orch on a string of | from friends to do so. He wants 
midwest one-nighters . . . Del to clean up what he believes are 























LORRY RAINE 
“Can't “Sleep”—Decca Records 
Disk Jockey Salute 


TIM GAYLE 
(Publicity-Personal Management) 


Hotel Sheraton, Detroit, Mich. 








|Courtney, who opens at Cocoanut extremely poor political conditions 


in San Antonio. 
Whaley, incidentally, is making 


Grove of the Ambassador next 
Tuesday (19), will trek back north 
after the stint to open May 5 for | pis campaign runs in a 1912 Ford 
the summer season at Jantzen!) model “T,” which is labelled the | 


——$$___ 








| versions are far superior. 
|are in better dance beat, however. 


| backed by a Latin beat. 


| Morning”-“Don't Cry 
|(Mercury). Two goo 





Perry Como “When Is Some- 
time’-“A You're Adorable” (Vic- 
tor). Two excellent sides. “Some- 
time” is an extremely palatable 
ballad arrangement of a_ tune 
from Bing Crosby’s “Connecticut 
Yankee.” “Adorable” is the best 
recording of the tune thus far; it 
uses the Fontane Sisters behind 
Como on a light rhythm beat. It’s 
swell. 

Frank Sinatra “Bali Hai’-“Some 
Enchanted Evening” (Columbia). 
Top disk tunes from “South 
Pacific.” Sinatra does a fair job, 
pouring his best effort into “Bali.” 
“Enchanted Evening” is mechanic- 
ally sung. Perry Como’s (Victor) 
These 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods 








become a solid hit. It’s a i 
western, recorded with thie use ye 
echo technique that heightens the 
tune’s own power. This disk tops 
the Burl Ives (Columbia) Version 
in the f° vein, at least. Backing 
“Side Saddle” is okay, too. : 
Jerry Wayne-Dell Trio “ , 
So Understanding”-"Because "Yue 
Love Me” (Columbia). Wayne and 
the DelJs made an excellent record. 
ing of a tune that carries solid hit 
possibilities. Theirs matches the 
Blue Barron M-G-M recording, ex. 





Axel Stordahl directs the accom-} 
| the first half of their initia] Victor 


| paniment solidly. 


Mel Torme “Again’’-“Blue Moon” | 


(Capitol). On “Again” Torme again 
deserted the “Fog” style to some 


extent, working the lyric of the | 


excellent tune in fine fashion. It’s 
“Blue 
Moon” sinks too deeply into his 
whispering style and doesn’t click 
as well. though it’s listenable. 

Eddy Howard “I Get Up Every 
Cry Baby” 
sides, and 
tunes. “Get Up” shows signs of 
getting up and moving fast and 
Howard's disk is almost, not quite, 
comparable to Guy Lombardo’s 
(Decca). It’s good jock and juke 
material, however. Howard and 
trio vocal in light dance beat. Flip- 
over is an item that fits Howard’s 
silky style smartly and he alone 
puts a high gloss on the lyric. 

Guy Lombardo “My Heart's In 
the Middle of July’-“Scalawag” 
(Decca). Typical Lombardo—good 
recordings. “July,” from the show, 
“All for Love” is a good tune and 


it’s well done, sung by the Trio. | 


“Scalawag” is a cute thing reminis- 
cent of “Scatterbrain.” It has a 
chance. Kenny Gardner handles 
the vocal smoothly. 

Arthur Godfrey “All _ Right, 
Louie, Drop the Gun”-“Could I? I 
Certainly Could” (Columbia). God- 


|frey didn’t do much with “Louie,” 


but so gfeat is his pull that this 
disk probably will be in demand. 
He does it almost straight along 
the melodic line, with only minor 
comic twists. Chorus and Archie 
Bleyer band accomp. Wesson Bros. 


(National) is still best disking. Flip- 


over is fair. 


Vaughn Monroe “Ghost Riders | 


In the Sky’’-“‘Side Saddle” (Victor). 
Monroe’s version of “Ghost 


| Riders” carries enough potential to 





(Continued on page 42) “Whaley machine.” 








+ AARET...10 Best Sellers on Com-Machines 


VRuss Morgan.....eeees 
** § Blue Barron....seeceses-M-G-M 


eeereeeeee 


1. CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (6) (Spitzer).... 





... Decca 


{Bing Crosby.....++++...-Decca 


2. FAR AWAY PLACES (14) (Laurel)....... scbsaeenese 


e999 ( Derry COMO...ccccesess- ViClOr 


{ Evelyn Knight.........--.Decca 


3. LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME (18) (Bourne).......... 
4. POWDER FACE WITH SUNSHINE (8) (Lombardo).......... 


5. I LOVE YOU SO MUCH IT HURTS (3) (Melody Lane)....... 


sereeeeeees ) Paula Watson. ....ee... Supreme 
{ Evelyn Knight...........Decca 
1 Primo Scala............London 
{ Mills Bros..... 
1 Buddy Clark..........Columbia 


.. .Decca 


: | Dine CHON..« oc00ceee ss is Decca 

6. GALWAY BAY (11) (Leeds) Tawee Lert tf ¢o000 eee oe e- l Anne BGO. ss coves . _London 
7. LAVENDER BLUE (7) (Santly-Joy)........cscccsccesceees- psd ee “oo 
8. RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (5) (Mills)..............00-. Vaughn Monroe ........- Victor 
\Guy Lombardo....... Decca 

§ Les Brown.......+....Columbia 


9, IVVE GOT MY LOVE TO KEEP ME WARM (12) (Berlin)..... 
10. AGAIN (1) (Robbins) 


Coming Up 


BEWILDERED (Miller) sere ereee reese eee ee ees Ul 
SWEET GEORGIA. BROWN (Remick) bee eb beet beedbreeserenreees 
NO ORCHIDS FOR MY LADY (Leeds) eee eee eeeveeeveeeeeeeeeeeeer Ul 


FOREVER AND EVER (Robbins) ‘ete eeeeeeseeoeeeeeseeeeeeeeenes 


COMME Cl, COMME CA (Leeds) eee ee ee ee ee 


{ Billy Eckstine 


{ Russ Morgan.... 
{Gracie Fields...........London 
{ Dick Haymes.....e<. 
‘§ Frank Sinatra.........Columbia 


(Mille Bros... Perera a Decca 
Vera Lymn...eee- 


cess. London 


SO IN LOVE (T. B. Harms) \ Bing CHRO .cicecdcias > eee 
Behe ee ee One 7 SPSS EEO O PORT TEN MONE, .isescias Cormeen 

SO TIRED (Glenmore) .__......... .bnas pepha been hitpadens Emm ammmEne tr reheens <a 
y &§ tN Ceekee sy ee 

YOU BROKE YOUR PROMISE (Pic) ....... (ie teds woes Paula Watson.........Supreme 
SUNFLOWER (Famous) { Russ Morgan.............Decca 
re re ee eerperooancoporrr: ) Prank Sinatra... ceca, COMmmou 

YOU, YOU, YOU ARE THE ONE (Campbell) ..............02++. Ames Bros. ....c0........-Coral 
BEAUTIFUL EYES (Duchess) ................. (80040 0 0eR 0600 CO TOONS ...40000400. 5000 


wrevvevers .°, | 
nk Spots...... coececess DOCS 


{ Brother Bones...........Tempo 
1Guy Lombardo...........Decca 


{ Billy Eckstine...........M-G-M 


nk Spots..... 6660006 5%.0 aeOeN 
...Decca 


....Decca 


SOMEONE LIKE YOU (Remick) .....0.....sscesecssensssssees | Deey peer eeett tse: Capitol 

OFM WAP. . isc .-.-. Columbia 

UP ABOVE MY HEAD (Taps) ........ reeeeeceecececssesesese.» Sister Rosetta Tharpe....Decca 

; IS IT TRUE ABOUT DIXIE (Caesar) .... 0.0.0... ... 0c cece ees Al Jolson-Mills Bros......Decca 
[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.1 


SOP CHT FORTS TARA LEEDS 


SER SCGEE PK ee ARERR ECS BETO DPC ems vewek 


cept that it hasn’t the fulln 
Vocal quartet works with Wares 
and the Dells. Fing jock material 
| Reverse, a waltz, is listenable. ; 
Pied Pipers ‘Tennessee Saturday 
Night”-“You Broke Your Promise” 
(Victor). Pipers go nowhere with 


platter. “Tennessee” is draggy 
Reverse, however, is worthwhile. 
They drew a good tune in “Prom. 
ise” and they dress it up in a good 


| beat and the hand-clapping style 


used by Paula Watson. Good jock 


| material. 


Johnny Desmond “Comme Ci 


| Comme Ca”-“My Dream Is Yours” 


|(M-G-M). Desmond constantly im- 


CRO ae we eR OCORe sac dsereseevaae 


proves on records. These tw 

both good sides. His so 5 es ci" 
has plenty of competition, but it 
doesn’t suffer by comparison with 
anyone except Dick Haymes. Hig 
“Dream,” from the Warner film of 
that name, is well done and is the 
| best recording so far. Tony Mot- 
tola combo backs both. ; 

Dick Jurgens “Women, Women 
Women’"’-“Red Head” (Columbia). 
| Jurgens may have snagged himself 
‘something good in “Women.” It’s 
a cute novelty that could happen. 
Jurgens does it on a medium beat 
vocal by Al Galante, Jimmy Castle 
and the band. “Red Head” is fair. 

Burl Ives “Ghost Riders In the 
Sky”-"Wayfairing Stranger” and 
Woolie Boogie Bee’’ (Columbia). 
Ives’ dug up “Ghost Riders” and, 
|in his style, he works it to great ad- 
vantage, also using the echo tech- 
nique. It, too, is good jock fare 
and in many sections will outstrip 
the Vaughn Monroe disk (Victor), 
Backing gives Columbia, for whom 
Ives recently began work, a copy of 
his standard “Wayfaring,” a hit 
item of the past, combined with the 
cute and highly acceptable “Bee.” 


Platter Pointers 


Soft Winds (Mercury) recording 
of the way “St. Louis Blues” might 
be done in various parts of the 
U. S. and the world is an interest- 
ing item (Two sides) . . . Hoagy 


Week of March 19 | Carmichael pours a lot of his flavor 


‘into “An Old Piano Plays the 


| Blues” (Decca), a cute side... 
| Decca reissued Count Basie's 
Jumpin’ At the Woodside” and 
'“Exactly Like You,” things that 
'don’t show up often enough any- 
|; more, on Coral... In the same re- 
| issue groove on Coral is Jimmie 
| Lunceford’s “I’m In a Jam” and 
| “Buz, Buzz, Buzz”... Connee Bos- 
well’s ‘When I Come Back Crying” 
/and “You Can’t Say I Didn't Try” 
(Coral) demonstrate why the singer 
‘is so superior . . . Coral also re- 
| issued Ben Pollack’s orchestra do- 
|ing “Rose Colored Glasses” and 
| “Song of the Islands.” 

Additional worthwhile jazz sides 
,are “Ballin’ the Jack” by Miff 
_Mole’s Dixieland Orch, one of 
| Decea’s first Brunswick reissues 
_. ... And Machite’s “Asia Minor” 
and “Un Poquito De Tu Amor,” 
cut by a crack, well-rehearsed band 
|._. . Sy Oliver’s initial disk for 
Decca carries a novelty possibility 
in “Grandma Plays the Numbers” 
|. . . Columbia’s moppet blues gal, 
| Toni Harper, pushes a good side in 
'“Miss In-Between Blues”. . . Vic- 
| tor's success with Ray Noble’s 
“Lady of Spain” brought a Decca 
version of the tune, by Milt Herth; 
it’s good . . . Disk jocks will be 
‘enriched by Ethel Smith’s “Teddy 
Bear’s Picnic” and “Fiddle Fad- 


,dle,” good current and library 
| pieces. 
| Standout western, _ hillybilly. 


| race, jazz. Big Sis Andrews, ‘That 
_Ain’t the Way to Do It” (Capitol) 
|... Jimmy Wakely, “I Don’t Care 

(Coral)... Ben Webster, “The 
Horn” (Brunswick) . . . Red Sovine, 
\“Who’s Lonely Now” (M-G-M)..- 

| Country Washburne, “Money Mar- 
‘bles, Chalk” (Capitol . . . Bob 
|Atcher, “Smiling with a Broken 
‘Heart” and “Don’t Rob Another 
|Man’s Castle”... Miles Davis, 
\“Budo” (bop) (Capitol)... 
'“Whoopee John” Wilfahrt, ‘“Doro- 
thy Polka”... Rex Allen, “Te?- 
nessee Tears” (Mercury) -...,, 
Smokey Rogers, “Sui Sin Fa 

(Capitol) . . . Bob Wills, “Goodby* 
Liza Jane” (Colmubia). 
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ASCAP Reelects | 
All Bd. Members 


All incumbent members of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers director 
poard have been reelected, it be- 
came known yesterday (Tuesday ) 
afternoon in New York when bal- 
Jots were opened and counted by 
the Society's nominating commit- 
tee. Except in the case of Tommy | 
Valando, who ran against Saul 
Bornstein and came pretty close 
to beating him, it was no contest. 

Those returned to office are Her- 
man Starr, Louis Bernstein, and 
Bornstein for the publishers. Fred 
Ahlert, president of the Society 
as well as a writer member of the 
board, Oscar Hammerstein II and 
Paul Cunningham. Standard pub 
reelected is Gustave Schirmer and 
standard writer A. Walter Kramer 

Winning vote totals were 
writers: Ahlert, 108,500; Hammer- 
stein, II, 100,734; Cunningham, 77,- 
255 (Pop); Kramer, 84,524 (Stand- 
ard). Publishers: Starr, 6,432; 
Bernstein, 6,355; Bourne, 5,590 
(Pop); Schirmer, 5,742 (Standard) 
(Figures for the publisher voting 
are smaller because they’re based 
upon a different yardstick than the 
writers.) 





Anthony’s ‘Ginny’ Plug 

Ray Anthony’s orchestra is cur- 
rently plugging a tune titled 
“Ginny,” designed as a followup 
to “Gloria,” with which it reached 
some success via the Signature 
label (band is now with Capitol 
Records). ~ 

Don Plumby, trombonist form- 
erly with the band, wrote the new 
tune. Leon Rene did “Gloria” and 
activated his own music firm for a 
while to push it. 





Bob Wills Sees Daylight 
Fort Worth, Tex., March 22. 
Hillbilly bandleader Bob Wills is 
recovering from a kidney ailment 
in a local hospital, and is expected 
to be released this week. 


Former local flour salesman was 





ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 41 
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Dalin Ankles Feist Music | Loew's, ASCAP Sign Glen Gray’s Casa Loma 


For V.P. Berth With Regent 


George Dalin, assistant to pro- 
fessional manager Harry Link at 
Feist Music in New York, resigned 
from that spot Monday (21) to be- 
come a veepee and partner in Re- 
gent Music, owned by Harry and 
Benny Goodman. Dalin is buying 
into the Regent setup on a deal 
agreed upon but not yet signed. 
It’s the first time he will be in 
business for hunself. He has been 


with the Metro Big Three for 13, 
| years. 

Dalin’s spot at Feist has not yet 
been filled. 


/agreement Monday (21). 


Loew’s, Inc., officially signed the 
agreement with the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers Friday (18), which as- 
signed television representation 
rights for the Big 3 to the Society. 
Loew’s had agreed to assign the 
rights to ASCAP for the period 
ending Dec. 31, 1950, two weeks 
ago, but didn’t actually sign 

ASCAP execs countersigned the 





Joe Glaser, head of Associated 
Booking Corp., is visiting his Hol- 
lywood office, with a side trip to 
Mexico City, where Satira. an ABC 
act, opens at the new Club, 
Claridge. 


Preems Revival April 9 
Glen Gray’s reorganized Casa 
Loma ofchestra debuts April § at 
Ray Hartenstein’s Sunnybrook 
Ballroom, Pottstown, Pa. That’s 
to be followed by a three-day run 
at a party for the Eastman-Kodak 


employees at Rochester, N. Y. (11- 
13). 


Gray has been out of action for 
almost a year. He quit last spring 
due to road conditions and high 
operating costs and decided to 
resume maestroing only a_ few 
weeks ago. His new outfit is com- 
posed of 14 men. 


U.S. Court Trims 


Bite on Tracey 


Acting under a mandate from 
the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals, 
Federal Judge Simon H. Rifkind 
in N. Y. federal court last week 
further trimmed down damages 
levied against Majestic Records 
prez Eugene Tracey and his wife, 
previously won by a triple-deriva- 
tive minority stockholder action. 
At the same time the court denied 
a motion for a new trial made by 
intervening stockholder Samuel 
Marion. 


wy <8 


Suit originally was brought by 
Abraham Marcus, ancillary exeec- 
utor for the late stockholder, 
George A. Upson, against Tracey 
as prexy of both Majestic and its 
parent company, Automatic Prod- 
ucts Corp. In addition four Auto- 
matic directors were also named in 
the action. Complaint charged the 
defendants with illegally convert- 
ing 116.500 shares of Majestic stock 
which Automatie “acquired from 
DuMont for $137,500. 

Filed in behalf of Automatic. the 
suit went to trial last year before 
Federal Judge J. Foster Symes who 
fixed damages at $608,000. This 
sum was later reduced to $175,000 
on a compromise settlement since 
Judge Symes failed to take resti- 
tution into consideration. Upon 
appeal to the Circuit Court Judge 
Rifkind was ordered to re-assess 
damages. 

Under the latest adjustment 
Marie L. Tracey will pay $100,981: 
Byron D. Kuth, $3,414: William 
Hutchinson, $3,219: Curtis Frank- 
lin, $9,131, and Edward V. Otis, 
$10,027. Latter four individuals are 
all Automatie directors. Court re- 
tains jurisdiction of the case in 
order to fix attorneys’ fees. 


Csida to RCA-Victor 


Joe Csida, managing editor of 
the Billboard, quit that sheet last 
week in preparation for joining 
RCA-Victor. He'll occupy a slot 
in the disk manufacturer’s advere 
tising and promotion division. 

Csida takes a vacation before 


‘joining Victor. 
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KLAC LOWERS BOOM 


Hollywood, March 22. 
KLAC, indie outlet here. has 
dropped anchor on free commer- 
cials by disk jockeys over the sta- 


tion: Station execs feel that 
niteries being plugged by jocks, 
can well afford to buy time. 

Disk jockeys here have long 


been used to plugging night spots 
where their guests are appearing 
as a means of compensating artists 
for being interviewed on_ their 
shows. In addition, jocks usually 


GAC Losing Hope Of 
ON JOCK CLUB PLUGS Stan Kenton Band Reorg? 


Hollywood, March 22. 
General Artists Corp. apparently 


has little hope that Stan Kenton 
will be waving a baton in the im- 
mediate future. Agency has dis- 


carded all publicity material it has 


been keeping in its files on the 
leader, currently sojourning in 
South America. He has given no 


indication when he'll return to re- 
form his crew. 

When Kenton left last Decem- 
ber, he said he’d be gone anywhere 


| Leeds Buys ‘Hot Canary’ 


Leeds Music has purchased the | 
Carl | 


song, “Hot Canary,” from 


| Fischer. Originally an instrument- | 
al by Paul Nero, Leeds will fit the 
melody with a lyric now being) 


written, and plug it as a pop. 
“Canary” came to attention via 

the Paul Weston instrumental re- 

cording of it for Capitol Records. 





Ann Arbor Guests 
Detroit, March 22. 
Twelve soloists and the Philadel- 
phia Orchestra, under 


mandy and Alexander Hillsberg. 








plug openings at niteries along from six weeks to six months. He have been engaged for the annual 
with the playing of talent’s plat- ae d his car and reportedly is May Festival in Ann Arbor, May | 
ters ing all over @ “A. a - #58: »_>e 
—..._.____ — ee —— — a ——— 
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It's A Solid Hit !—Recotds, Copies, mage! | 








ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION ~+© 799 Seve: 


MURRAY BAKER. Gen Prof Mar 





Eugene Or- | 


LT 





Research, Inc., Dr. 


A Rosewood Spinet 
“A”—You’re Adorable 
Always True To You In Fashion—* 


Careless Hands 


Coca Roca 
Cruising Down theggver 


Molly O’Reills 

My Dream Is Yours—*“* 
Once And For Always—** 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine 
Red Roses For a Blue Lady 

So In Love—**‘Kiss Me, Kate” 
Someone Like You—?' 
Sunflower 

While the Angelus Was Ringing 
You Was 


21 songs of the week 


cast over Radio Networks 
Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
Are You Kissing Someone Else 
As You Desire Me 
Beyond the Purple Hills 
Candy Kisses 

Down By the Station 
Everywhere You Go 
Forever and Ever 
Green-Up Time—*" 


Love Life” 


I Don’t See Me In Your Eyes Anymore............ Laurel 

I Got a Gal In Galveston SE ees Soe, eae oer ee Republic 

I Got Lucky In the Rain—*‘‘As the Girls Go”’......Fox 

Ue SOU WO RaUCD fy PRUUAGs «0 6.50s.escuwewebueas Melody Lane 

I Wish Somebody Cared Enough To Cry........... London 
Look Up cat .. Patmar 

My Darling, My Darling—* Where's Charley .. Morris 

Once In Love With Amy—*‘‘Where’s Charley . Morris 

Tara Talara Tala SEL oe hibne Siete cusenere oy ockiart Oxford 

Underneath the Linden Tree La Salle 

Why Can’t You Behave—?7‘‘Kiss Me. Kate” T. B. Harms 

You Say the Nicest Things Baby—*‘‘Ali For Love” .Fox 

: Campbell 


You, You, You Are the One 


+ Film musical. 


Songs With Largest Radio a 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular a 
sic Broadcast over Radio Networks, 
John G. Peatman, 


Survey Week of March 11-17, 1949 


A Bluebird Singing In My Heart.. 
A Little _Bird Told Me. ..-...04 +3 


oeeee af 


“Kiss Me, 
Brush Those Tears From Your Eyes 


Clancy Lowered the Boor ..........sse0c6 . 
a Wak » sca hie dade eas eae United 


Dreamer With a Penny All For Love’... 
Far Away Places ; 
Se eee ie Ley . onode. ab be'eb woth s 
I Couldn’t Stay Away From You 

of 2 Goule Be: With Vow. . oc 6565 cin cc wes 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World er 
I've Got My Love To Keep Me Warm hee 
Johnny Get Your Girl 

Just Reminiscing 

Lavender Blue So Dear To My Heart” 


My Dream Is Yours” 
‘Connecticut 


“My Dream Is Yours” 


(more in case of ties), 
righted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broad. 
Published by the Office of Research, 
Director. 


eeeeeeeeeeeeewee 


eee. eee eecets MODDIIG 


* Legit musical. 


Published by the Office 
Director. 
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Yankee” 


oP ee ren Famous 


es 


based on 


et Advanced 
ee ee Bourne 

re eee? Shapiro-B 
m, PS © Laurel 
Kate”. T. B. Harms 
ae oe ede Leeds 

.. Melrose 

.. Kenmor 


.. Spitzer 
Simon 
Laurel 
Leeds 
Johnstone-M 
Ré mick 

BMI 

seriin 
sourne 
Encore 
Santly-Jov 
Southern 
Witmark 
Burke-VH 
Lombardo 
Seer Mills 
Seheges <3 
tenets Harms 


Harms 


Harris 
Crystal 


based on the copy- 


Cavalier 
Words & M 
Goldmine 
Hill & Range 
Amer. Acad, 
Lombardo 


Sdweeris Chappell 























On the Upbeat 


as Continued from page 40 


| Beach, Portland, Ore. Woody 
| Herman herd booked into the Mil- 
| lion Dollar, sole local vaudfilmer, 
for week of July 26. Herman will 
pay supporting acts and split 50-50 | 
with house from first dollar. 
| Chicago 

Clark Dennis in town to cut Jack | 
Fulton’s latest, “O'Leary is Leary | 
of Falling in Love,” for Capitol . 
Milo Etelt, head of Billboard At- | 
tractions, off for Kansas City, 
lining up attractions for Interlude 
| Cafe there . Bob Burke set for 
10 weeks at Dutch Mill Ballroom, 
Delavin, Wis., this summer 
Leigh Barron trio passed eighth 











FRANKIE LAINE 


JERRY JONES’ RENDEZVOUS 
SALT LAKE ClTY, 





Appeariog 


UTAH 





month mark at Sheraton hotel here 





me 








Teddy a goes into Casa 


—_— 





| Loma ballroom, Louis, April 1, 
| then into etatcn April 18 on a 
| repeat Benny Strong does a 
| two-day sesh at Indiana Ballroom, 
Indianapolis, March 26-27 . . 


Pittsburgh 


Dell Saunders, Tommy Carlyn’s 
| girl vocalist, is leaving the band. 
She’s marrying Eddie Meyers, local 
/musician, and doesn't want to 
travel Art Farrar, who had 
jan orchestra around here’ for 
| years, reorganized in New York 
'under management of General 
Artists Corp. He’s using two} 
Pittsburgh men, Bobby Prince and 
James Thompson ... Henry Busse 
opens week Friday (25) at Bill} 





DON'T SEEME 
N YOUR EYES 
ANYMORE 





LAUREL MUSIC CO 


1619 Broadway, 


New York 











Green's . Alan Dale at Copa on 
| same bill with Brother Bones ... 
Whitey Scharbo, former maestro 
at Villa Madrid, into Hollywood | 
Show Bar with new crew i: eae 
Johnny Mitchell set for stretch as | 
organist at new Braddock Lounge, | 
Mayfair hotel. 


| Cleveland 


Sammy Watkins, bandmaster at 
peouenden hotel Vogue Room, do- 





(See page 44) 











his first disk-jockey shows for 
W RE ... Hal Lynn crew on initial 
nitery booking at Alhambra Club, 
pinch-hitting for Hy Baron’s or- 
chestra during its vacation ... Red 
Ingle’s comedy band into Sk; way 
Club here March 29 .. . Sal Gum- 
mings pulled his unit out of Lind- 
|says to open Norman Khoury’s 
| new Carousel Club, 








HARP FOR SALE 


Excellent 
& Healy. 


travelling. 


For information aya photograph write 


Box 1484 


14, Lyon 
Ideal for 


condition model 
Beautiful tone. 


$485.00 


Fort Beaning, Georgia 
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happens _ that 


many, 
from Down Under 


can invasion, which has 
gripped America with its crop of 
sambas, congas and rhumbas. 

Ever since Ken Griffin, on an 
obscure. Chi disk label (Rondo) 
catapulted “You Can’t Be True 
Dear,” an old German tune, into 
hitdom during the Petrillo disk 
ban, a. wave of Teutonic excerpts 
have come to the fore. The beer- 
stube oldie, “Du, Du, Liegst Mir 
Im Herzeu” has inspired at least 
two concurrent Tin Pan Alley 
adaptations. One is “You, You, You 
Are the One,” almost literally fol 
jowing the original lyric context as 
well as melody. Halted by the war 
since its original copyrighting in 
1941, under the title, “Dance On 
the Cloud,” by Colonial Music, it 
was turned over to Campbell Mu- 
sic in ‘48. A PD melody, its writers 
are Tetos Demey, Fred Wise and 
Milton Leeds. The same melody is 
also thé basis of the current “Be 
cause You Love Me.” 

Berle’s Tune 

Of the same mould as Al Jolson’s 
“The Anniversary Song” is "Song 
of Long Ago” ‘Hamilton Musie, 
a subsid of Barton), written by 
another comedian-songsmith, Mil 
ton Berle, in callaboration with 
Abner Silver and Ted Fetter. It’s 
an old Russian waltz, likewise in 
the public domain, originally titled 
“Expectation Waltz.” Last year the 
same melody was the basis of ‘The 
Loveliness of You,” by Ted Moss- 
man and Bill Anson (George Si- 
mon). 

Drigo’s “Serenade” (from ‘“Mil- 
lions of Harlequins’) is the mel- 
odic base for “The Things You 
Left in My Heart” by Buddy Kaye, 
Hugo Taiani and Herb Leighton 
(Lewis Music). Kaye is no novice 
at adapting classics into pop hits, 
his most notable excerpt being 
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(See page 44) 
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iean jazz invasion is ever|Santly-Joy's hit, “Till th 
seal threatened abroad, but it so’ e End of 
from England, 
Italy, Switzerland, Ger-| 
ot Czechoslovakia, and even| 
(the recent | 
“Now Is the Hour” is an Anzac 
origination), have come a_ host 
of recent hits. This, of course, com-_ 
pletely overlooks the Latin-Ameri-| 
long | 


Time,” for which Ted Mossman 
adapted the melody from the origi- 
nal of Chopin’s “Polonaise.” 

The Spanish “La Paloma” is the 
melody context for “Be Mine” by 
Desmond O’Connor and Harold 


Fields (Chappell of London): and | 


the same duo, with the collabora- 
tion of Dominic John, contrived 
“When You’re in Love,” based on 
the Mexican “La Golondrina,” pub- 
lished first iu America by Chap- 
pell’s subsid, Crawford Music. 
From England comes the cur- 
rently big “Cruising Down the 
River,” written in 1945 by Briton’s 
Eily Beadwell and Nell Tollerton 
Not only is “Cruising” a surprise 
smash for the new Henry Spitzer 
firm but it’s a Ripley in the music 
business in that it won an amateur 
song contest and. for all its corn 
even for the British ear—was a 
mopup abroad three years ago 
Robbins Music’s Abe Olman 


has picked ’em from such diverse | 
Mama” | 


points as “I Want My 
(Brazilian) has 
a Germanic excerpt, 
and Ever,” written by Franz 
Winkler and Melia Rosa. based on 
the originally titled “Fliege Mit 
Mir Ein Die Hem Heimat.” In 
England, in late-°47, Jack Mills 
bought the Dvorsky catalog from 
a Czech refugee, and that’s how 
“Blue Skirt Waltz’ has broken 
through as one of Columbia’s two 
top disk sellers, on the strength of 
a Frankie Yankovic lyric and re- 
cording 


come up with 


French Hits 
From France, which has spawned 
such great international tunes in 


the past as “A Little Love, A Little | 


Kiss,” ‘“‘Madelon.,’ “Who'll Buy 
My Violets?”, “Valencia,” ‘“Valen- 
tina,” etc.. in recent months has 
come Edith Piaf’s “La Vie en 
Rose,” retitled “You’re Too Dan- 
gerous, Cherie.” Les Compagnons 
de la Chanson, whom Miss Piaf 
berthed in America, brought over 
a Franco-Swiss tune, “Les Trois 
Cloches,” now better known as 
‘While the Angelus Was Ringing.” 
Another Frenchy, Bruno Coqua- 
trix’s and Pierre Dudan’s“ Clopin, 


” 


Clopin” is now better known as} 


“Comme Ci, Comme Ca” (Leeds 
Music), under Joan Whitney-Alex 
Kramer transmutation. The Swiss 
“Toolie Oolie 
tur Beul and Vaughn Horton (C. K. 
Harris, one of Ralph S. Peer’s 
subsids), is a last-vear hit. Peer 
has another Beul tune currently, 
“Underneath the Linden Tree,” 


with Dick Manning’s English lyric | 


originally titled “Regenfeiffer Sing 
Dein Lied.” 

Britain, of course, exported “A 
Tree in the Meadow,” by Billy 
Reid. “Galway Bay,” is from Ire- 


| Jand. 


The universality of music, of 


| course, was best illustrated by the 


manner in which the Allies ‘adopt- 


}ed” the Germanic “Lilli Marlene” 
_whose composer, Norbert Schultze, 


was only recently cleared by a de- 


/nazification court. To this day, 
European | 


middle and_ eastern 
standards like “‘Beer Barrel Pol- 


ka,” “I Kiss Your Hand. Madame,” | 


“Moonlight Madonna.” ‘‘When Day 
Is Done.” along with such solid 


British faves as “Isle of Capri,” | 


“Lady of Spain” ‘the Erell Reaves- 
Tolchard Evans tune is just getting 


‘an American revival via its Ray 


Noble disking), “Three O'Clock in 
the Morning” and a host of Latin 
American standards, get top per- 
formance ratings in the ASCAP 





logs, and commensurate payoffs. 


THAYER VAMPS GAC: 
MAY STAY ON COAST’ 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Lyle Thayer has resigned from 
the General Artists Corp. loeal of- 
fice, effective, it’s said, April 1. ! 
Thayer, who joined GAC at the 
time the agency absorbed the Mus- | 
Art agency. formed by Thayer. | 
Russ Facchine, Jack Whittemore. 
all ex-Musie Corp. of America 
men. is not saving what he will do 
after quitting. It’s presumed he’ll 
remain in this area, where he’s 
strongest. 

Rumors that Thayer would leave 
GAC have been consistent in re- 
cent weeks. always denied by the 
agency. Whittemore, Facchine 
and Howard Christensen, former 
personal manager who was also a 
Mus-Art partner, all are with GAC 
and will continue. Reasons for 
Thaver cutting out are said to be 
known only to himself by GAC 


j execs. 


“Forever 


Doolie” by Ar-| 


Par, Famous Staff Revamp' Mooney’s ABC ‘Talent’ 


Paramount and Famous Music | 


|firms realigned staffs last week. 


Dick Stone, former band singer 


‘and member of the Paramount 


|Manager slot with Famous from 
_Irwin Garr. Mickey Addy moved 
into the Par slot vacated by Stone. 
Dave Bernie, Famous rep in Holly- 
wood, was replaced by Irving 
| Weiss. 

| Eddie Wolpin is general man- 
ager of both Par and Famous, 

| Carnegie Hall, N. Y.’s series of 
midnight jazz concerts will feature 
a college orchestra for the first 
time, Saturday (26), with the ap- 
pearance of Ohio State University’s 








had agreed to pay American Fed- 
eration of Musicians scale to Moo- 


| ney’s musicians. It’s not confirmed, 


but it’s understood that the pro- 


‘gram proceeded with ABC paying 


unexpected bills, because it had 
previously advised chain outlets 
the program was to start and 
couldn’t back out when the AFM 
insisted that either Mooney or the 
network pay the musicians’ sala- 
ries, that they couldn't play the 
program for free. 


MO. PREPS $10 YEAR 
Show Okayed by AFM. 


Art Mooney’s “Talent Tour” pro- 
| staff, took over the professional 8™@™, ABC net sustainer, reached | 
| the air last week (15) after ABC 


JUKEBOX FEE BILL 


St. Louis, March 22. 

State licensing of coin-operated 
machines and jukeboxes would be 
required under a bill introduced in 
the Missouri legislature last week 
by Rep. Gene Nickle. Bill would 
fix an annual license fee of $10 for 
each device. 

Under the terms of the bill pay- 
ment of the license fee would be 
made to the State Director of Rev- 
enue and conviction for violations 
would be punishable as a _ mis- 
demeanor. 





Workshop of Modern Music. 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE 


***¢+ ( Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948) +****+++ 
Compiled for JARTETY 

By JULIUS MATTFELD 
All Rights Reserved) 


° 


(Copyright, Variety. ine. 


Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
Cavalcade started publication serially. It is suggested that these installments be 
clipped and filed for future reference. 

Attention is hereby called to the fact that this moterial is copyrighted and may not 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


(Cantinued from Last Week) 


1901 (Twirly Wirly). w., Robert B. 
Smith. m., John Stromberg. M. 
Northern mys Railw ay stock witmark & Son. cop. 1902. 
“OREwer Tesunes 2 pen. Down on the Farm. w., Raymond 
opened at Buffalo, N.Y. There an 4. Browne. m., Harry Von Tilzer. 
anarchist, with a pistol hidden in crt A Tilzer Music Pub. Co., 
his handkerchief, shot and fatally COP. sous. 
wounded President William McKin- Down Where the Wurzburger 
ley. FoHowing his death, Theodore Flows. w., Vincent P. Bryan. m., 
Roosevelt became president. Harry Von Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer 
The Junior League of the City Music Pub. Co., cop. 1902. 
of New York was founded (the na-|_ Heidelberg-Stein Song (The 
tional organization came into being Prince of Pilsen). w., Frank Pixley. 
exactly 20 vears later). m., Gustav Luders. M. Witmark & 
Andrew Carnegie was the richest Sons, cop. 1902. ; 
man in all the world. I’m Unlucky (introduced in: The 
The perennial drive for an 8- Wild Rose). w., W illiam Jerome. 
hour day partially gained its objec- m., Jean Schwartz. Shapiro, Bern- 
tive when the government decreed stein & Co., cop. 1902. _ 
an 8-hour maximum for work on|_ If Money Talks, It Ain't On 
government contracts. Speaking Terms With Me. w., m., 
Nothing was finer for women’s J. Fred Helt. Sol Bloom, cop. 1902. 
wear than taffeta. In Dear Old Illinois, w., m., Paul 
Marconi signalled the letter “S” Dresser. —— Haviland & Dres- 
across the Atlantic from England S€I, Cop. 19V<. : 
to Newfoundland. The first radio. In the Good Old Summer Time. 
w., Ren Shields. m., George Evans. 


SSé fas se he followin 
— os . Howley, Haviland & Dresser, cop. 
year. 11902 : 


In the Sweet Bye and Bye. w., 
1902 Vincent P. Bryan. m., Harry Von 

Because. w.. Edward Tesche- Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer Music 
macher. m., Guy d’Hardelot [pseud. ; Pub. Co., cop. 1902. 
of Mrs. W. I. Rhodes, nee Helen| Jennie Lee. w., Arthur J. Lamb. 
Guy]. London: Chappell & Co., m., Harry Von Tilzer. Shapiro, 
Ltd.. cop. 1902. Bernstein & Von Tilzer, cop. 1902. 

Bill Bailey, Won’t You Please The Land of Hope and Glory. w.., 
Come Home? w., m., Hughie Can- Arthur C. Benson. m., Edward 
non. Howley, Haviland & Dresser, Elgar. London: Boosey & Co., cop. 
cop. 1902. 1902. ; 

Come Down Ma Evenin’ Star The Mansion of Aching Hearts. 
w., Arthur J. Lamb. m., Harry Von 
Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer Music 
Pub. Co., cop. 1902. 

The Message of the Violet (The 
Prince of Pilsen). w., Frank Pixley. 
m., Gustav Luders. M. Witmark & 


FOR A 
Sons, cop. 1902. 
BLUE LADY OoMiater” Dooley (introduced in: 


* The Chinese Honeymoon). w., Wil- 

liam Jerome. m., Jean Schwartz. 

FIDDLE-FADDLE Shapiro, Bernstein & Von Tilzer, 
cop. 1902. 

Didn't He Ramble. w., m 


- 
Oh, - a 
BLUE SKIRT Will Handy. Jos. W. Stern, cop. 
1902. 
WALTZ On a Sunday Afternoon. w., An- 


drew B. Sterling m., Harry Von 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. . Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer Music 
N. Y.19, N.Y. |) Pub. Co., cop. 1902. 


Pardon Me, My Dear Alphonse, 
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and it’s 


BMI's Mit of the Year? 


with such wonderful records as 


JACK SMITH-MARGARET WHITING—Capital 15394 
LARRY GREEN-RAY DOREY —Victor 20-3358 
BUDDY CLARK—Columbia 38370 
JACK FINA—MGM 10372 
THE UNITONES—London 413 
NANCY NOLAND-—International 132 
NESS COULON—Gold Meal 946 


and in the transcription libraries 
EVELYN KNIGHT—Associated JAN GARBER—Capitol 
SHEP FIELDS—Lang-Worth CY WALTER—NBC Thesaurus 


THE SOPHISTICATES—Lang-Worth WALTZ FESTIVAL ORCH.—NBC Thesaurus 
MONICA LEWIS—World DAVID STREET-LUCILLE NORMAN—Standard 


BROADCAST Music, INC. 


580 Fifth Avenue e New York 19, N. Y. 











; ; 
| after You, My Dear Gaston. w.,|Henry Buck. m., Theodore F.| Paul Dresser. Howley, Haviland & 


' Vincent P. Bryan. m., Harry Von! Morse. Howley, Haviland & Dres- 


/Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer Music | ser, cop. 1903. 
Pub. Co., cop. 1902. 


‘Slee . m., Harry Von Tilzer.| Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., 
'Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., | cop. 1903. 
‘cop. 1902. 


Pomp and Circumstance. March. The Temple Bells; (2) Less Than. 
m., Edward Elgar, op. 39, No. 1 the Dust; (3) Kashmiri Song; (4) | 


| London: Boosey & Co., cop. 1902. | Till I Wake, w., Laurence Hope. 


Since Sister Nell Heard Pader- m., Amy Woodeforde-Finden. Lon- | 
ewski Play. w.. Wm. Jerome. m., don: Boosey & Co., Ltd., cop. 1902. 


Jean Schwartz. Shapiro, Bernstein by Mrs. Woodeforde-Finden; new 


& Co., cop. 1902 by Shapiro, Bern- edition, cop. 1903 by Boosey & Co. | 


stein & Von Tilzer. ; Hannah! w., Joseph C. Farrell. 
The Tale of the Seashell (The m., Henry Frantzen. Howley, Havi- 

Prince of Pilsen). w., Frank Pixley. land & Dresser, cop. 1903. 

m., Gustav Luders. M. Witmark & I Can’t Do the as (Babes in 

Sons, cop. 1902. Toyland). w., Glen MacDonough. 
Tessie, You Are the Only, Only, m. Victor Herbert. M. Witmark & 

Only (Sung In: The Silver Slipper). Sons, cop. 1903. 

w.. m., Will R. Anderson. M. Wit- Ida! Sweet As Apple Cider! w., 

mark & Sons, cop. 1902. m.. Eddie Leonard. Jos. W. Stern 
Under the Bamboo Tree (Sally g& Co., cop. 1903 

In Our Alley). w., m., Bob Cole. In the Merry Month of June. 

Jos. W. Stern & Co., cop. 1902. ; w.. m.. George Evans and Ren 
When Kate and I Were Comin’ cpieids Whitney Warner Pub. Co., 

Thro’ the Rye. w., Andrew B. Ster- con 1903 

ling. m., Harry Von Tilzer. Harry Laughing Water (Mother Goose). 


Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., cop. wy George Totten Smith. m., 
When You Come Back They’ll Frederick W. Hager. Sol Bloom, 
, , ; 7™ | cop. 1903. 

Wonder Who the You Are. W..|  Tazy Moon. w., Bob Cole. m., 





i me — Haviland Rosamond Johnson. Jos. W. Stern 
Ss » © ° . 7 . oa 3 
Where the Sunset Turns , the ‘ ihcneme Pena or Lee. w., m., 
=e ote ee hc eg Nina — Paul Dresser. Howley, Haviland & 
> Dee. : nad "~*-" | Dresser, cap. 1903. 
W. Stern & Co. cop. 1902 by H. W. The March of the Toys (Babes in 
Petrie Music Co. ; Toyland). m., Victor Herbert. M. 
About 9,000 automobiles worth Witmark & Sons, cop. 1903. 
a a were now produced in Mother 0’ Mine! w.. Rudyard 
Pittsburgh won the _ National Neh an Cor” cop. 1908 Fours. Chap 
League pennant with a total of 103 ° My Task. Sacred Song. w., Maude 
egg y bm ee Louise Ray. m., Emma L. Ashford 
ioe Suiits EE sens te ae p = ie am (Mrs. John Ashford, nee Hindlel. 
P Horse racing waa edging ake the Dayton, Ohio: Lorenz Pub. Co., cop. 
bigtime. During this year the eo w., Harry H. Williams. 
cote dae the m., Egbert Van Alstyne. Shapiro, 
In Los Angeles one Thomas J. as gy Pon = evga IP. 
toe ay opened a theatre for films Harrington. m., George LeBrunn. 
Women’s wear currently required . ogg on E As i 1903 by 
mountains of lace, embroidery and ‘O ah the Gates of the Temple 
braid. Open-work stockings and Ss aoe S “ o. Panny Creahe 
hats perched high on the head Mrs, rice y “Al eyes 
were other feminine fashion entice- |Mrs. Alexander Van Alstyne!. m., 
ments. Mrs. Joseph F. Knapp [nee Phoebe 
The Cherry Sisters as popular fone eng Ts g 
entertainers were at thelr zenith. Siam i White of Yo’ Eye. w.. 
m., Stanley Crawford. Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., cop. 1903. 
Spring, Beautiful Spring (Ger- 





1903 
Pe ah ppt gy Beech A ne ee men title: O Fruehling, Wie Bist Du 
Yankee Consul). w.. Henrv M. Blos- 5° Schoen). Waltz m., Paul Lincke, 
som, Jr. m., Alfred G. Robyn. M. Berlin: Apollo Verlag, cop. 1903; 
Witmark & Sons. cop. 1903. : 
Always in the Way. w., m., Music Co., New York. (Published 
Charles K. Harris. Chas. K. Harris, a8 a song: “Chimes of Spring,” w., 
cop. 1903. L. Wolfe Gilbert, Edward B. Marks 
Always Leave Them Laughing Music Co., cop. 1930.) 
When You Say Good-Bye (Mother [Sweet Adeline.) You're’ the 
Goose). w.. m., George Mlichael] Flower,of My Heart, Sweet Ade- 
Cohan. F. A. Mills, cop. 1903. line. w.. Richard H. Gerard. m., 
Bedelia. w., William Jerome. m., Harry Armstrong. M. Witmark & 
Jean Schwartz. Shapiro, Bernstein Sons, cop. 1903. 
& Co., cop. 1903. That’s What the Daisy Said. w., 
The Boys Are Coming Home To- m., Albert Von Tilzer. Harry Von 
day. w.. m., Paul Dresser. Howley, Tilzer Music Pub. Co.. cop. 1903. 
Haviland & Dresser, cop. 1903. Toyland (Babes in Toyland). w.., 
The Burning of Rome. March. Glen MacDonough. m.,_ Victor 
m., E. T. Paull. E. T. Paull Music Herbert. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
Co.. cop. 1903. 1903. 
Dear Old Girl. w., Richard The Voice of the Hudson. w., m., 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel 


Played Week On Date 


Emil Coleman* Waldorf (400: $2) a 14 1.875 39.850 
Gardner Benedict* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) .. 15 1,050 16,975 
Guy Lombardo Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) ...... 20 2.050 46,925 
Tony Pastor .. Statler (450; $1-$1.50)......... 6 1450 9.350 





* Waldorf, Carl Brisson; New Yor ker, ice revue. 





Chicago 
Barclay Allen (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Victor Borge, Jimmy Carroll feeling slump; 2.000 covers. 
Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Feeling 
lull; 1,000 tabs. 
Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet. Bismarck, 200; $2.00 min.-$1.03 cover). 
Small room keeping out of red with 1,300 payees. 
Dick LaSalle (Mavfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Andy and Della Russell held over. Slow 1,200 covers. 
Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 773; $3.50 min.-$1.55 
cover). Ice show and Masters escaping lull with steady 2.400 tabs. 
Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). “Salute to 
Cole Porter” show holding up despite general biz drop here. Okay 
2.800 tabs. 





Los Angeles 
Carmen Cavallaro (Ambassador, 900: $1.50-$2). With Modernaires. 
Third week swell 3.400 covers. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). Steady 3.200 covers. 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Mild 1.200 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Cee Davidsom (Chez Paree, 500: $3.50 min.). Jack Cole. Mary Small 
and Joey Bishop. Drop to 2,000 tabs. 
Eddy Howard (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). St. Patrick’s Day party helped 
hold admissions to offish 12,000. ; ; 
Al Trace—( Blackhawk. 500; $2.50 min.). Okay 1,800 tabs. 
Griff Williams (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Low 9.000 admissions. 





(Los Angeles) 
Benny Goodman (Palladium B., Hollywood, 3rd wk.). 
_admissions. 


assigned 1920 to Edward B. Marks | 


| 
| 


Fine 12,350 | 





Dresser, cop. 1903. 
Where Are the Friends of Other 


| Good-bye, Eliza Jane. w., Andrew | Days? w., m., Paul Dresser, How. 
Please Go ’Way and Let Me B. Sterling. m., Harry Von Tilzer. | ley, Haviland & Dresser, co 
Pp WwW 


. 2 
Your Dad Gave His Life For x 


| Country. w., Harry J. Breen. m., 7 
Four Indian Love Lyrics —(1)| Mayo Geary. The American Aq. 


vance. Music Co., cop. 1903. 

In filmdom two important mile. 
stones were erected in this year: 
(1) the filming of “The Great Train 
Robbery”; and (2) the advent of the 
nickelodeon. 

_Women’s agitation for union 
rights resulted in the formation of 
the National Women’s Trade Union 
League. 

From Kill Devil Hill, near Kitty 
Hawk, N. C,, Wilbur and Orville 


Wright launched the first success- 


ful mechanical airplane. It soared 
aloft for 12 seconds. On the fourth 
try it remained in flight for nearly 
a minute and covered about 850 
feet in the face of a 20-mile wind, 

The first successful automobile 
trip across the North American 
continent, from San Francisco to 
New York, was made (in 71 days) 
by Dr. H. Nelson Jackson and 
Sewell K. Crocker 

In Chicago the Iroquois Theatre 
caught fire, and 602 persons per- 
ished—a catastrophe that neither 
Chicago nor theatre owners have 
ever fogotten. Most of the victims 
were trampled to death. 

American institutions of higher 
learning (colleges and universities) 
had the unprecedented attendance 
of 86,000 men and 42,000 women, 
a total of 128,000. In 1947, 1,659. 
249 men and 678,977 women were 
enrolled for a tutal attendance of 
2,338,226. 

What the well-dressed woman 
should wear for bicycling, outings 
and such, included: a shirtwaist, a 
skirt, a straw sailor hat, and a stiff 
collar with a bow tie. 

The “world series,” as it is 
known in modern times, was 
launched. Boston (American 
League) beat Pittsburgh (National 
League) five games to three. 

Enrico Caruso (who had made 
his debut in Naples, Italy, in 1884) 
made his American debut at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, N. Y, 

(Continued next weeh’s issue) 
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Mt. Resort Ops’ Package Deals 
May Derail Bookers’ Gravy Train 


resort 
am srocmeen a revolutionary book- 
ing procedure this year. A group 
of 55 hotels in upper New York 
will attempt to buy acts on a cost 


lus 10% pooking fee basis. Al 


lie Dow agency have been ap- 


. Sched to set talent on that basis 


proac 
in the 


i on this basis will take 
bs oon pronts out of the moun- 
tain business. Generally, the re- 

rt bookers set entire shows on a 
fat pudget which includes services 
of the acts, transportation and 
pooking fees. The booklet gener- 
all? manages a nice profit with this 
procedure. Acts have often main- 
tained that the bookers profits on 
that basis were much too high and 
the greater portion of those profits 
were extracted from the salaries 
of acts. Performers have fre- 
quently claimed that a booker will 
charge an innkeeper $100 for a 
particular act, but the turn will 
sometimes get only half of that 
sum. hd 

If the new formula is success- 

(Continued on page 55) 


operators + 





hotels, and indications are | 
that it will take on the assignment. | 
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that new comedian 









@ Manny Opper | 








~ Penny Edwards Injured 


Omaha, March 22. 

Penny Edwards, film and stage 
player at the Orpheum as part of 
| the show with Gene Krupa’s band. 
worked the week with seven 
stitches in her scalp and a band- 
aged shoulder. 

She and her mother, driv- 
ing from New York to Omaha, 
were __ in collision with an- 
other car in Pittsburgh. They 
made the remainder of the trip by 
rail, arriving in plenty of time for 
opening day. 


Elkort May Head 
Grades U.S. Agcy. 


| 
London, March 22. 

| Deal is being negotiated for Ed- 
die Elkort, formerly with Music 
'Corp. of America, to represent 
| Lew and Leslie Grade Agency in 
the U. S. Elkort is expected in 
London next week to confer with 
the agency’s board of directors. 

Lew Grade stated that the Brit- 
ish Treasury dept. has okayed 
plans for the opening of the U. S. 
branch which will book American 
talent for England and the conti- 
nent and set European acts in the 
Ay. 

He said the office will be opened 
sometime in April, and to finalize 
matters, he will sail for New York 
in early April, and will be accom- 
panied by Fraz Mickenie, head of 
Dutch National Circus, and Rolf 
Knie, head of Swiss National Cir- 
cus. 
| Meanwhile, Lew Grade told 
VaRIETY that he has booked Hilde- 
garde to open at Casino, Knocke, 
Belgium, for two weeks, starting 
'Aug. 12, and is also negotiating 
with a West End theatre to present 
the American singer for short sea- 
son after Belgium dates. Has also 
booked the Delta Rhythm Boys for 
two weeks at Knocke, opening 
July 29, following with London 
Palladium, Aug. 15, for four 
weeks, and a Moss Empires tour of 
18 weeks to follow. 








Basie Toplines as S.F. 

Tivoli Guns Vaude Policy 
San Francisco, March 22, 

Tivoli relights as a vaudfilmer 
next Wednesday (30) with Count 
Basie band toplining first stage 
show. Booked in by GAC, Basie 
gets a flat 50% of the week's gross. 
| House, run by Ellis Levy, operator 
| of the Edgewater ballroom and the 
Telenews theatre, has a 65c top for 

| the flesh and dual film layout. 
Levy will pay local standby mu- 
‘sicians to placate Musicians Local 6 
here during the Basie engagement 





97th Week in the 1,500-seater. 
] porpwond sew lounge Kitty Kallen pacted for Perez 
; Country ub, e S, 
Pers, Mgt.: IRV LEVIN April 14. 











BO 


OKING 


AGENCY 


@ENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
Sat VA W. teh 3., N.Y.@ ° BRyent 9.7889 





. 
ian ti eee eeees eee 


INRTE ‘ wn Aa ata, 


{ 
i 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


|and French dates intact. 


| 


‘Ice-Cycles’ Set for London, 


Paris Runs Next Summer 


For the first time in history a 
major ice show will play British 


50 performers, has been booked for 
Empress Hall, Earl’s Court, Lon- 
don, and will follow with the Pa- 
lais des Sports, Paris. Show will 
play the London date, starting June 
22 until Sept. 17, and will open 
the following day in Paris to run 
until Oct. 2. 


Rosemarie Stewart (& Dench) 


| Will stage the show for the London 


and Paris stages. Cast will arrive 
early in June for extensive rehear- 
sal until the opening. No other 
dates are slated, inasmuch as en- 
tire cast will return after the Paris 
date to rehearse next season’s edi- 
tion of the show. 

Dates were set by Walter Brown, 
president of the Arena Managers 
Assn., and president of the Boston 
Gardens, while on a recent Euro- 
pean trip. Icer will play on a guar- 
antee and percentage basis. 


Shuberts Eyeing 
Vaude Again? 


The Shuberts are again report- 
edly eyeing two-a-day vauders for 
some of their legit houses. Gracie 
Fields may head the first unit, 
originally slated to open at the 
Shubert, Philadelphia, April 18, 
but postponed to a later date. 

Lee Shubert is said to be in on 
the venture with Ken Robey, who 
produces vaude shows periodically 
at Carnegie Hill, N. Y., and the 
Harry Adler-Nat Dunn Agency. 

Proposed number of units hasn't 
been determined and will probably 
depend on the success of the first 
layout. Shubert has been interest- 
ed in vaude displays for sometime, 
and the revived interest in vaude, 
due to its popularity on video, has 
sharpened such plans. 

Robey promoted a show Satur- 
day (19) at Carnegie Hall, N. Y.. 
with Myron Cohen and Molly Pi- 
con heading the bill. Gross was 
$3,996, considered excellent for a 
single display in that auditorium. 








Crabbe Set for Toledo Aquarama 
Toledo, March 22. 
Buster Crabbe and a cast of 75 
performers have been booked for 
— 1949 Toledo Aquarama Festi- 
Val. 
Show will be held July 8-17 in 
the Sports Arena. 


“TIce- | 
Cycles,” with a cast of more than | 





Barto Threatens to Resign as AGVA 
Topper After Tiff With Nat'l Ba. 


+ 





as 


? 
Peggy Lee’s Tour 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Peggy Lee and husband, Dave 


| Barbour, tee off a 10-week eastern 


vaude tour June 24 at the Chicago 


per week for two weeks. 

Barbour’s five-piece combo will 
provide the backing when trek gets 
underway after Miss Lee’s Ches- 
terfield airshow starts its summer 
hiatus. 


Godfrey Units 
In fer Revision 


Two “Arthur Godfrey Talent 
Scouts” units are being withdrawn 
from theatre tours. Unit which 
closed last week in Newark will 
probably be disbanded permanent- 
lv, but outfit currently playing De- 
troit will be revamped along new 
lines, to permit winners of audi- 
tions in various cities to play with 
the show. 

It was felt that the units without 
a top name weren’t drawing suffi- 
ciently in large houses, but could 
have easily made the grade in 
smaller situations. 








Administrative end of the Amere 


|ican Guild of Variety Artists is rife 


with dissension. In one flareup last 
week Dewey Barto, national admin- 


‘istrative secretary, resigned but 
| resignation was not accepted by 
| the national board. 


theatre, Chicago, at a flat $7,500 | 


It’s reported that Barto had been 
on the carpet several times during 
the meeting. At one point he is 
said to have told the board that 
since he was drafted for the job 
he could resign any time. A board 
member moved to accept the resig- 


; nation, but situation was smoothed 


over. 
It’s felt by various board mem- 
bers that disagreements in the top 


i;echelon are imperiling the union’s 


plan for complete organization of 
its jurisdiction, further exploration 
of employmenf opportunity in the 
variety field, settlement of the tele- 
vision jurisdiction and the insur- 
ance program which the national 
board promulgated at its recent 
N. Y. meeting. Some members of 
the N. Y. board are attempting to 


| settle the breach, but if unsuccess- 


ful, it’s likely the tiff will be re- 
vived on the floor of the convention 
to be held in June in Chicago. 





Jerry Lester is slated to play his 
first date at the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y., starting April 28. Frances 
Fave also comes into the spot on 
that date. 








PLaze 7-2535 





HARRY ADLER AND NAT DUNN 


take pleasure in announcing 


the merger of their theatrical booking agencies 


to be known as 


ADLER-DUNN AGENCY 


Located at 165 West 46th Street 
New York City 
Suite 508 


Circle 6-8710 
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odd as his name. 


his amazing talents." 


WALTER WINCHELL: “A 23 year old ‘find’,” 


VARIETY: “Leo De Lyon has an act that's as 
There are sudden gur- 
prises during his turn that panic the house 


« «. Showstopper... Surefire..." 


BILLBOARD: “Leo De Lyon was a big hit, 
The short comics material, vocal knock- 
abouts work is made to order... brought 
yocks time and again.’ 


N. ¥. POST: “His humor should carry him a 
long way—gives an excellent exhibition of 








They're still ROARING about 


LEO DE LYON 





Just completed: 
STRAND 


New York 


























Opening April 7th: 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


New Orleans 








Thanxamillion to: The Strand's Harry Mayer for this and the return engagement and 
the entire Strand Theatre Staff; the Fourth Estates for all the kind Words; GAC's 
Horry Anger for his valued guidance. 


Personal Mgt.: JACK TALAN 
Press Relations: MAL BRAVEMAN and KAY NORTON 


Direction: GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 
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N. Y. AGVA Branch Nominates 
20 Delegates for Chi Convention 


New York slate for delegates der the auspices of the Honest Bal- 
to the American Guild of Va- lot Assn., which conducted the 
riety Artists convention to be held , elections last year. Ballots will go 
early June in Chicago has 20 nom- out in about two weeks and dead- 
inees. Meeting held last week at! line for returns is May 6. 
the Park Sheraton hotel, N. Y., 
nominated Jackie 


Bever, Jerry Baker, Jimmy Holly. Lido, Paris, Sets Yank 
wood, Margie Coate, Phil Irving, ' e 
Revue to Lure Tourists’ 


Irving Grossman, Joe Smith, | 
George Price, Charlie Banks, Henry | : 
ete irc vig ® »: J Paris, March 22. 
The Lido, Paris, will make its 





Dunn, Lena Horne, Marshall Rog- 
ers, Marshall Haley, Paul Draper, 


Chick Darrow, Jon Nichols, Vir- | strongest bid for tourist trade 
ginia Richmond, Bob Fitzgerald, | starting May 20 with a show that 
and Lou Saxon. will include Senor Wences, Ted 

Each AGVA branch is entitled to | Lawrie Steffen-Martell dancers (8), 
one delegate for every 200 mem-/| and Dynamite Jefferson. Donn 


bers. As such New York will get | Arden and John Fletcher will pro- 
10 delegates. A total of 60 dele- | duce. 
gates are expected to be selected Pierre Louis-Guerin, operator of 
from various branches to attend the Lido, feels that a show with 
convention. Members can vote for American talent will lure the tour- 
delegates from all cities. ists, since the revue houses have 
Nomination meetings were held | come up with disappointing dis- 
throughout the country but results plays. 
are being held sub rosa by national When Guerin opens Les Ambas- 
AGVA office. No reason was Sadeurs, Eleanor Powell, current at 
ascribed for this action. | the Palladium, London, may top 
Balloting will again be held un-' initial show. 








iA Best Press 
saolfetnd Phoile 


World Famous Photographers 


to ARTISTS of STAGE...SCREEN...RADIO 


REPRINTS 
We are now equipped to make quantity 


Original reprints at reproduction rates. 
CARNEGIE HALL STUDIO :154 W. 57th ST. N.Y.C. 
Phone Circle 7-3505 


BOSTON STUDIO : Hotel Lenox : Kenmore 5 300 
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THOSE AMAZING MENTALISTS 


DESTIS 


Are Coming to Your Theatre 
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Midwest Dates 
New Coast Agency | Chicago, March 232. 


Hollywood, March 22. Jimmy Ames held over at the 
Town’s newest agency, Ferry-/ Silver Frolics ... Johnny O’Brien 
| Pickman, Inc., gets rolling within | and Will and Gladys Ahern join 











| the next few weeks, headed by the Jane Russell show at the | 


Oriental, April 7... Phil Foster 
Milton Pickman and Fefe Ferry. er nae ee ieee Se Soe 


Pair ankled Charles K. Feldman’s 
Famous Artists to organize the new Pag cag Bing wv ee Se por 
ce. 

| erry started in the agency biz zom and corny eeeten Soe = 
five years ago with Leland Hay-/¢,. Ciyb Television oyer WGN-TV, 
ward, and remained for a year after | Anyi] 5 . Herb Leon repeats at 
the merger with MCA before join-!the Kentucky Club for three 
|ing Famous as a veepee. Pickman, | weeks, March 27... Ginger Kinney 
with MCA before the war, joined | into the Chesterfield Supper Club, 
| Feldman last year after a two-year | Council Bluffs, Iowa, ging with 
i stint as assistant to Harry Cohn at/the Satisfiers . .. Allen Sisters 











Columbia Pictures. lafter long Texas swing, opened | 
| March 17 at the Carousel, Pitts- 
| burgh. 


a were nominated to be | 


Earle, Philly, Dickering | delegates to AGVA a con- | 
More Vaude Shows To | yention in Chicago, June oe ily 


aE. ° Carr, Dave Arman, Ray Collins, 
Boost Dip In Pix Grosses Jack Gwynne, Hap Hazard, Harry 
‘ , King, Francis Kay, Lee Norman, 
g >» “se 9) 
Philadelphia, March 22. Violet Strandz, Joe Wallace, and 
After two consecutive weeks of Charies Weaver 
vaudeville the Earle suffered a 4 
sharp $21,000 drop in weekly re- 


fain policy. The dive sent local CANTOR SET FOR S. F. 





New Yort to tine up fest tient’ — VAUDER ON 50% DEAL 


'for the house. 
The Earle last week signed Tony Hollywood, March 22, 


Eddie Cantor has been signed 


Martin to open April 1, with an- : 
other name to be set on same bill. for a week at the Golden Gate the- 
Marilyn Maxwell, Mischa Auer and ater, San Francisco, starting May 








the Three Suns are skedded for 29 at a reported 50% of the gross. 
produced a terrific $45,000 gross 
CONVENTION HALL, A.C., hes. 
Jack Carson unit with Robert Alda 
After nine months of operation, Fleanor Powell Scores 
($44,168, according to the city 
Eleanor Powell opened the new 


April 8. and Ginny Simms and House has just concluded a week 
Harvey Stone come in April 15. with the Red Skelton show which 
on the same terms. 

Golden Gate has also signed the 
HAS DEFICIT OF AAG Marion Hutton, starting April 20. 
Atlantic City, March 22. 
the resort’s municipally owned 
‘convention hall is in the _ red ° ° d d 

Big in London Vaude 
/comptroller’s books. London. March 22. 
The city has put $100,000 into : 

the convention hall’s budget to) vaudeville season at the Palladium 


keep the figures in the black with! wonday (21), scoring big with her | 


| the possibility being that more will | dance routines. Packed house gave 

| be gg at the close of its fiscal | 4merican actress a traditional wel- 

| year in vune. 'come, with indications pointing to 

Government collected $98,002) sellout for the run of the three- 
ifrom admissions to the big hall,| wee, booking. 

| while the city got $15,557 in luxury; Other U. S. acts in bill include 


taxes. | Roger Ray, George and Bert Ber-,| 


Sources of income for the nine | nard. and Harrison, Carroll and 
months included rents, conven-| pogg. 
tions, $323,504; John Harris Ice A week prior to her opening at 
| Copedes $67,306; Lowe theatre, the neibe, Canenow. Be wes ~ den 
| $2,656; ice skating, $5,249; boxing, | ¢}) found the house sold out for 
|$104. Other items brought the | the entire March 14 week. Harry 
take to $654,780, while $698,948) Foster, her agent, who flew in from 
was spent, with $314,668 listed as | | ondon to watch both shows Mon- 
salaries. day (14), had to find a spot among 
the many standees. 
enne ° Miss Powell did 36 minutes, a 
Billie Holiday Cancels record for any dance act, and 


| Roost, N. Y., in Permit Nix | stopped the show cold. 


' Billie Holiday’s opening at the 
Saranac Lake 


| Royal Roost, N. Y., was cancelled 

_after being denied a cabaret per- 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., March 22. 














“mit by N. Y. police dept. Singer, 
who was to open Thursday (17), is 
‘under bail on a narcotics possession 
‘charge in San Francisco, and is |rated among the first three hos- 
scheduled for trial there April 14. | pitals and sanatoriums in this area 


Miss Holiday was recently re-.| approved by the American, College | 


leased from a Federal reformatory | of Surgeons. Ratings are based on 


on a previous narcotics charge. 
treatment of patients. . Geo. E. 


! Wilson, medical head of the Rogers, 
Andy Russell slated for the| rates a carnation for his splendid 
Glenn Rendezvous, Covington, Ky., | supervision. 
April 8. | Theodora Kelly planed in to vis 
husband, Sam (RKO) Kelly, | 
|recently received his first good | 
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HERE | AM 
BACK 


“With the High Class Stuff” 











1564 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 








HE AMAZING MR. BALLANTINE 


at the OLYMPIA THEATRE, 


WEEK MARCH 23RD 


Thanks to HARRY LEVINE, AL WEISS, JR. | 
and My Agent, MEYER B. NORTH 


medical report. 


'and radio actress, in for annual | 
| checkup, drew an all-clear to re- | 
| sume work, 


to bedside Mabel (Legit) Burns, 
'recuping from recent operation. 

|. Dolly (Warner's) Gallagher flash- 
ing top medical report. 

| A. B. (Tony) Anderson, manager 
of Schine’s Pontiac theatre, re- 





|a three to one majority; his second | 
term in office. 


Will Rogers Memorial hospital | 


institutions showing ~~ i, and | 


Edna (Legit) Hagan, ex- ete 


| Fay (Loew’s) Schacht, ex-Rogerite | 
/now at the Trudeau sanatorium, in | 


‘elected Mayor of Saranac Lake, by | 


Schine’s 6 Wks. 
In Ohio Area 


The Schine circuit will 
vaudates in the Ohio territos oy 
six weeks, according to Belle Dee 
of the Al & Belle Dow agency, 
which books the Schine houses.’ 

Mrs. Dow said houses in Kent, 
Bucyrus, Ashland and Mt. Vernon 
were currently dispensing with 
vaude shows because of necessity 
of changing film schedules. When 
new slates are made up, most of 
| these houses will resume with 
some houses getting additiona} 
| Stageshow time and others bein 
| cut down. However, chain wil 
open up additional houses through- 
out the state, with six weeks of 
playing time in that area alone. 
| The additional Ohio time wil} 
| give the Schine circuit more than 
}100 days of stageshow playing 
time. 











| Jay Marshall will double from 


:“Love Life” into the Diamond 
rerasehes, N. Y., starting tonight 
(Wed.) 
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NICK LUCAS 


Currently 

| KEN MURRAY'S BLACKOUTS 
| Holly wood 

| 
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HELENE and HOWARD 
PARAMOUNT 


THEATRE 
New York 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 


SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.90!!! 
3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in Each Book) $10 per Book 


Send 25e for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, parodies. minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete. NO C.O.D.’S. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 64 St., N. ¥..19. Clrele 7-1130 
—Every Day Including Sundays— 
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mmm IN PHILADELPHIA, PA._ 


CLINTON HOTEL SF eve 


SPRUCE 


200 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
from *2 DAILY 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 
Beautiful Aa Conditioned Cocktadl Lounge 
GEE WALKING BISTANCE OF All THEATR Soe 





—— 





Trampoliningly Yours 


Paul & Paulette Trio 


Currently 


THUNDERBIRD HOTEL 
. Las Vegas, Nevada 





| LOU COHAN, 203 N. WABASH, CHICAGO 


—7 








Write to those who are ill. 
—— 


——S——— 








Miami 











920 North Michigan Avenue 








ENTERTAINERS WANTED 


At Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, Michigan 
For July and August 


One Show Nightly, Six Nights Weekly 
Guest Privileges, Room and Meals, No Salary 


Write with Picture and Details to 


GRAND HOTEL COMPANY 





Chicago 11. MMinois 
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~ Night Club Reviews 


jan Room, N. Y. 
Pere 0TEL PLAZA) | : 
Idegarde with Salvatore Gioe $s 
h (10) and Mark Monte's Con- 
Ore (4); $2.50 couvert. 


is itself once 
n Room is itse 
Lm Persifiidegarde’s 11th date 
ee in six years. , 
There's no disputing the profit 
rgin when the chantoosey from 
Milwaukee marks one of her 
jodic returns here. It’s become 
pernstitutional that Hildegarde 
ll has a nice throwaway line that 
me's “about to start on a series 
sf 20 farewell engagements. 
Easily the No. 1 one-woman 
nitery draw in the hotel league, 


of “Clopin-Clopin” into the cur- 
rent “Comme Ci, Comme Ca;” 
“Lilette” is merely a French idea 
in English; the Martinique calypso 
(beguine) is authentically native, 
and as such has special appeal; 
“La Vie en Rose” is now as w.k. 
as the “Marseillaise”’; Charles Tre- 
net’s “Serenade” is lyrically ex- 
plained; hesreprises “Le Fiacre;” 
and for once here’s a singer who 
has the intelligence to update “The 
Last Time I Saw Paris,” instead of 
singing what it was originally—a 
sentimental dirge. Only a slight 
lyric switch makes it contempora- 
neous instead of lachrymose. 
Sablon’s durability as a cafe at- 
traction is evidenced anew here. 
Quite obviously the more intimate 
the room and more adult his audi- 





ly among the topmost 
and Cer ery attractions, Hilde- 
garde’s tour de force as a cafe per- 
ernality has now gotten to be a/| 
performer's performer type of | 
resentation. Her handling of | 
Pustomer’S; the ability to hazard 
intimacy and yet command respect, | 
since there’s the constant danger | 
there of unruliness; the blend of | 
ith so } 
coarm with teinway virtuosity— | 
all these by now have made her 
a trademarked personality. She 
evidenced that anew at her St. 
Patrick’s night preem. 
She ran the gamut from Hiber- 


excerpts. Veering more to accent | 
on her pianistic prowess, she’s a 
peripatetic personality as she shifts 
from the ivories to downstage cen- 
tre at the mike. She has made her 
Wadley & Smythe and the “dear, 
dear management” routine (with 
the roses and “la list’) a personal 
routine which she couldn’t drop if 
she wanted to. 

Paradoxically, she has achieved 
the unusual of coming back with 
a perhaps 75% new act, as to rou- 
tines, etc., albeit retaining the 
staple flavor. lle 
whom she gives oral billing, 
whipped up a brace of good open- 
ers, and bandleader - songsmith 





Eddy Oliver is credited for a fetch-| 


Norman Wallace, | 


ence the greater his appeal. This 
is a footnote to Sablon’s misstep in 
a mass-capacity vaudfilmer, §al- 
though, with proper surrounding, 
he should register in American 
theatres as he has in the Continen- 


tal music halls. It can’t be said that | 


the major hurdle is the linguistic 
schism since he has so successfully 


histication, personal | surmounted it in the cafes for the 


last few years. 

Not for nought does the singer 
salute maestro Bob Grant’s band 
and that special accordionist; they 
do a difficult accomp job with skill. 
The accordionist 
continue to click, too. Abel: 

Penthouse, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

The two performers at the in- 
time Penthouse comprise a pleas- 
ing bit of divertissement, each hav- 
ing qualities that can create a 


mood and command attention. En- | 


hancing the atmosphere of this 
rooftop intimerie are Gigi Durston 
and Jerry Reed (New Acts), both of 
| whom fill the needs of this room 
excellently. 

Miss Durston has been making a 
splash in the eastsideries of late. 
|She has a pashy appeal in her 
| pipings, having the knack of mak- 
ing the lyrics appear to be ad- 


ing “Oh My Darling, Play Some-| dressed to each patron individu- 


thing,” which serves as a suave 


pitch for her Decca disking. In| 


between she does “Three Blind 
Mice” in the manner of the mas- | 
ters and Gershwin; pitches for the 
United States with a cute and 
literal soapbox song, “Wonderful 
Country”; kids about her recent 
London and Paris jaunts (with 
suitable vocal excerpts to match); 
parades the celebs, via the rose- 


presentation routine; and generally | 


clocks a solid over-an-hour piano 


and songalog, which is unique in | 


that the customers are left hungry. 
Manager Anna Sosenko, who con- 
tribbed the chanteuse’s now w.k. 
“Darling Je Vous Aime Beaucoup,” 
does a highly effective job with 
the lights, which are sg potent an 
element in the presentation. And, 
incidentally, she is the unbilled 
author of the “Wonderful Coun- 
try” number. 

Salvatore Gioe, skillful piano ac- 
comp, now also heads up his own 
new 10-man dansapation crew and 
delivers in that department just as 
handily. Mark Monte’s Continen- 
tals, rhythm quartet, per usual, 
are skiliful alternates. Abel. 


Versailles, N. Y. 
Jean Sablon, Bob Grant and Pan- 
chito orchs; $4 and $5 minimum. 








ally. Pipings carry applause- 
winning values here. 
Miss Durston, however, should 


enlarge upon her catalog if she’s 
to go beyond intimeries. Her voice, 
while thin, carries excellently, and 
her projection can be developed 
so that the same effect can be at- 
tained in a larger cafe. Tune se- 
lection, while admirable for needs 
of this spot, would have to be en- 
larged if she’s to work other type 
rooms. 

Roster is completed by Kurt 
Maier, who does the piano inter- 
| ludes. 
| tually every musical form and his 
poundings are sufficiently down to 
earth to create a feeling of gemut- 
lichkeit here. Jose. 


Clique Club, N. Y. 
Sally Rand, Radio Aces (3), 
Line (6), Madeleine King, Dave 

Herman Orch; $3 minimum. 








Sally Rand’s periodic stands in 
|N. Y. cafes bring out some un- 
|usual audiences, mostly males. 
|She’s been attracting this type au- 
'dience since her run at the Chica- 
go World’s Fair in 1932. 

Miss Rand has probably hit New 
York to mark time until the carni- 
val season, when she really fans 
in the chips. Her percentage deal 





This marks Jean Sablon’s third at the comparatively small-sized 


return to the East 50th street 
bistro where the French singer 


first came to attention in America. | 


In retrospect, this spot has been 
an excellent showcase for many an- 
other standard, running the gamut 
from Tony Martin, Kitty Carlisle 
to Carl Brisson and Dwight Fiske. 
, In Sablon’s instance, now reach- 
ng the peak of the Franco-Ameri- 
os hit parade—and that's not lim- 
ted to saloon singers—it’s quite 
obvious why and how this skillful 
“prone mse on top, ag with 
rated competition via im- 

Ports like Piaf, Trenet, Boyer (Lu- 
femne)» not to mention the highly 
ndividualistie Chevalier. Under 
bein Suidance the personable 
wh tone has forgotten the some- 
M4 at off-the-cob billing as “the 
ph Bing Crosby” and, on his 
oan rings the bell with a well- 
pe ed song repertoire. His ac- 
nt is on English, or a reasonable | 


facsimile thereof, 'so that the cus-_ 





omers—even if they are of the $4 jinasmuch as 


and $5 minimum type—can di 
1 g, the 
French jive through a well-assort- | 
“ routine of familiars or dual-| 
nguage versions. 
hana presentation, on the other | 
geneg doesn’t insult the intelli-| 
: - Just as several of the songs 
“ rought to America have since 
a translated, likewise he does | 
sings (renee: and accordingly, he | 
Fron ne September Song” in 
«wp Cn, a8 he does it abroad. His 
blet; ole de Vie” opener is a dou- 


| Clique cannot fetch the king-sized 
grosses of the carny dates, but it’s 
probably enough to meet expenses, 
and also make a profit for the spot. 


Dancer is one of the better strip 
divas, but despite experience 1s 
still to surround herself with a 
suitable show. She’s brought in a 
line of a half-dozen lookers plus 
hula dancer Madeleine King. For 
entertainment she relies on the 
Radio Aces, whose special material 
tunes hold up nicely and provide 
the sole humor in the show. The 
off-the-cob retinue isn’t up_ to 
Broadway standards — but then 
again, Miss Rand isn’t attracting 
a Broadway crowd. 

Her big moment comes during 
her fan number when she gets 
down to bare essentials for a brie 
moment in the dimmed spot. _ 

Miss Rand, having a reputation 
to maintain for nudity, does one 
other number in the show. But 
she’s nearly fully 
clothed, she hides her identity un- 
der a dark wig. There were few 
in the crowd who recognized her 
in that disguise. 


The Clique, in bringing in fan- | 


dancer, follows the pattern of the 
52d street spots. Until last week 
a bop haven, the Clique after find- 
ing that be-bop wasn’t paying off, 


ity of at- _ {i 
mainly because of scarey | Royal Guards quintet is set in/ tines. 


d pattern of the Yost Fitzgerald, Bing Crosby, the Ink | arrangements with a neatly varied 
ee ee 2 d Spike Jones’ band aoe | eet that’s still geared to the de- 


tractions, threw in the girl show. 
The admission tap has 


is run, but the $3, units, with nicely blended voices ,; Spots an 
abandoned for th with exception and colorful costumes to present | 


minimum prevails, Ww 





ngoed treatment; he fetching- 


swids the “American” translation | of the bar trade; . 


Guards 
Currie, Russ Morgan Orch, Nat 


| — ee 
| The southwest, where bigtime 
nitery entertainment in 
/years has been limited to name 
_ bands, provides a new topline set- | 
_ting for supper club draws at the 
Shamrock hotel, 
| project of oilman 


is a decidedly | 
nian faves to nostalgic Viennese | plus factor. Panchito’s rhumbaists | 


His catalog embraces vir- | 


The Shamreck, Houston 


Houston, March 18. 
Dorothy Shay, Ben Yost’s Royal 
(5), Gloria Laflin, Gordon 


Brandwynne Orch; minimum $3.50. 





recent 


| which preemed 
| week. 


‘ing during opening week, 


the $20,000,000 | 
Glenn McCarthy |Mmerly at the Bellevue-Stratford 
in Houston last| and Penn-Sheraton in 
|W If dough-heavy Texans con-' among other spots, and onetime 
‘tinue to show the same interest in, Owner of the exclusive Heigh-ho 
the spot that they’ve been exhibit- | Club in Washington. Service in the 
the | Emerald and Shamrock Rooms 


Shamrock should be a major source | 
of important coin for name turns| 


and bands. 

Hurdle to successful operation— 
and the reason there are so few 
such top grade spots in the area— 
is Texas’ liquor law. It’s a package- 
goods state, meaning that the 
joints can’t sell anything stronger 
than beer and bubbly—and setups. 


Seeing dignified old guys walk 


wrapped in an old newspaper un- | 
der their dinner-jacketed arm is a 
funny sigh’ for everyone but the 
fellow who owns the place. ye: 
seems to seriously slow down the 
yen for heading into a nitery— 
although to speed up the rate at 


into niteries with a bottle of booze | 


Nat Brandwynne orch capably | 
backs the show and supplements) 
Russ Morgan’s crew on the dan- 
sapation. Gloria Laflin neatly han- | 
dles the open spaces with her 
pianoing. Gordon Currie wanders 
about the room doing 15-second 
caricatures of the guests. He’s an 


|affable Australian who’s handled 


| the same trick at New York’s Bilt- 


more and at commercial exposi-_ 
tions. 


Maitre d’ is Ramon Bayasca, for- 


Philly, 


(despite the widely - publicized 
opening night melee) is first rate, 
with captains and waiters imported 
from top hostelries in New York 
and Miami Beach. Herb. 


Le Boeuf Sur le Toit. Chi 
Chicago, March 22. 
Lilli Andree, Madelene Dahlman; 
no cover, no minimum. 





This new spot departs from the 
traditional run of niteries here, in | 
more ways than one. Site is the old 
Henry Field mansion, with nothing 
done to modernize or change the 
1890 decor. Crystal gas chande-| 
liers, and candle light prevail, with 


emphasis on the quaint, yet Pari- 


which the customers get crocked | 


once th.y settle down to work on! 
their buttles. 

| Reservations for the initial fort- 
night have poured in so fullsome- 
ily that th: current show is being 
| presented in two different locales 
—the Emerald Room, seating about 
850, and the Shamrock Room, seat- 
ing about 300. When the bloom 
of novelty fades and trade is down 
to anticipated normal proportions, 
the larger room will be restricted 
to banquets (for which it can be 
set up to hold more than 1,000 
guests, minus a dance floor) and 
entertainment will be presented in 
the Shamrock Room. Both are 
architectural and technical gems, 
although designer Robert D. Har- 
rell’s “international modern” decor 
is somewhat on the cold side and 
lacks the intimacy that should pre- | 
vail in the Shamrock Room, at! 
least. It is perhaps something that 
further experimenting with light- 
ing may cure. 

It’s rumored that builder Mc- 
Carthy once got a table behind a 
post in a nitery and determined 
then and there that there’d be no 
such encumbrances in his own 
spot. Thus even the 103-foot square 
Emerald Room has a ceiling that 
is entirely steel-trussed. Vision is 
further erhanced in both rooms 
by two step-ups toward the rear 
and sides, so that the view of | 
bandstand and performers is well- | 
nigh perfect from any 


Acoustics are also excellent and | tendance.— : 
lighting for the shows is accom-|does family-type patronage, with 


point. | that hasn’t felt sharp drop in at- 


sian atmosphere. 


Lilli Andree, petite brunet, in- 
tros her own numbers, with the | 
help of Madelene Dahlman, piano- 
accompanist, as songstress’ Eng- 
lish is in literal stage. Effect is 
charming and amusing, with Miss | 
Andree viewing her speaking diffi- 
culties in gay manner. In the 
States for seven weeks, after ex- | 
tensive stays in Turkey, 
Aires and Rio, she has a reper- 
toire of songs in 11 languages, 
with most offerings being Parisian. | 
Renditions of “La Vie En Rose,” | 
“Le Petit Vin Blanc,” and “J’At- | 
tendrai” exhibit well-trained pipes 
plus warmth and personable styl- 
ing. Informal type of presentation 
finds her perched atop piano or 
table singing, garnering complete 
attention and approval of patrons. 

Spot was named after Le Boeuf | 
in Rue D’Anglais, Paris, long 
known as a meeting place for cos- | 
mopolites. LeBoeuf Sur Le Toit 


| (Ox on the Roof) gets its original 


name from a ballet-farce written 
by Jean Cocteau. Greg. 





Swiss Chalet. Chi 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) 


Chicago, March 17. 
Joe Isbell, Charles & Janet, Do- 


} 


raine & Ellis, Johnny Brewer Orch; 


$2 minimum, $1.05 cover. 





This spot is one of few in town 


Informality reigns, as | 


; ster 





New Acts 


JERRY REED 
Songs 
10 Mins. 








Penthouse, N. Y. 


Jerry Reed, one of the younger 
exponents of ballad singing, has a 


‘youthful enthusiasm for this type 


of work that should establish him 
as a name in this field. He has an 
excellent collection of Old English, 
Irish and American folktunes as 


‘well as spirituals. All are given a 


high degree of feeling and styling. 

His guitar accompaniment is 
full-bodied and gives substance to 
his songs. Pipes have a nice bal- 
ance, being able to deliver the 
deeper and higher tones with true 
pitch and intensity. 

He’s the brother of Susan Reed, 
also established as a balladeer, but 
he’s making out nicely on ” own. 

ose. 


MARIE SHAW 
Songs 

14 Mins. 
Bradley’s, N. Y. 

Marie Shaw has obviously been 
around for some time, but is a 
stranger to VaRIETY’s New Act 
files. Making a striking appear- 
ance with platinum blonde coiff, 
she shows up best in the blues 
dept. There’s much feeling and 
finesse in these numbers. She gets 
in a lot of falsetto tones to add 
color. 

Miss Shaw has a number of gut- 
teral tones, which frequently are 
too grating and destroy the effect 
of the smoother portions of her 
song. Otherwise, numbers are 


Buenos , good, and since she goes in for 


lots of chatter, the writing of it 


could be improved. Jose. 
SONNY RICHARDS 
Comedy 
15 Mins. 
Bradley’s, N. Y. 
Sonny Richards’ New York 


preem is too premature. He should 
have had more seasoning before 
attempting the Gotham showcases, 
Richards has some good ma- 
terial His satire of an oldtime 
vauder is good, and there are occa- 
sional bits that come across, but 
unfortunately, delivery is frequent- 
ly ineffective. He has a passable 
voice for song passages, and his 
terping is okay. He’s a young- 
and can afford to play 
the lesser spots until the necessary 
experience is attained. Jose. 


JO ANN COLLIER 
Dance 

10 Mins. 

Bradley’s, N. Y. 

A stripper seems an anomaly in 
the eastsideries. Jo Ann Collier 
might fit the requirements of this 
spot if there were more ingenuity 


plished by spots which come down | low-ceiling bistro’s emphasis on) jin presentation and more finesse 
on electric elevators out of the ceil- | “gemutlichkeit” rather than talent | in her styling. 
‘ing. Light operators are provided |lineup. Entertainment of present | 


with telephone headsets connected | bill approaches authenticity of sur- | jn 


with that of the stagemanager. 


roundings, from yodeler to Swiss 


There’s no lack of any technical | folk dancers. | 


feature that McCarthy’s well-oiled | 
'grouch bag can provide. 


‘entertainment director, 


Joe Isbell is held over again, do- | 


She pares down to the essentials 

short order and under high 
lighting does some ungainly chore- 
ography. The turn is off the cob 
for this spot but could make the 


|ing “Swiss Yodel” and other num-_| grade in the 52nd street cribs. 

Shows are being booked by Bill, bers; also providing background 
Burnham, who carries the title of for Charles & Janet’s dances. Youth- ee 
post he ful dance team, in Swiss costume | ANNE DUNCAN 


Jose, 


‘also held at the Biltmore, N. Y. do colorful routines that win salvos. | Songs 


Teeoff layout is in for two weeks, 


Doraine & Ellis, he in Hussar | 8 
|taking the final bow March 30./regalia and partner 
Only exception is the Russ Mor-| Viennese gown, segue into operatic | 
gan band, which holds over until and musical comedy selections. El- | 


in hooped | 


Mins. 
Bradley’s, N. Y. 

Anne Duncan has yet to acquire 
experience in all departments be- 


April 6, when it is replaced by Car- lis’ intros are overlong and bit .too | fore being ripe for the recognized 
men Cavallero. Burnham’s policy| cute for mood created by their Spots. Major fault is her song se- 


will be shaped by events and avail-' appearance. 


, . A ! 
Duo’s. singing of) 


lection. Items such as “True To 


abilities, but probably will continue | “Chocolate Soldier” and “Sempre | You in My Fashion” aren't essayed 


an important band. 

It is hard to conceive of Burn- 
/ham’s having made a better choice 
than Dorothy Shay to start the 
|Shamrock off. The “Park Avenue 
|Hillbilly” provides just the right 
‘mixture of earthiness with her 
| sophistication to knock these Tex- 
‘ans over and she can probably 





'stay as long as she wants and come 
| back as often as she cares to. A 
/noisy, talkative lot with less in the 
way of nitery manners than might 
‘be found even in Flatbush, these 
! oil-happy Houstonians have been 
‘spellbound by Miss Shay to the 
|point of being quiet during her 


can be said of any entertainer. 


| 


| 


| 


| 


/performance—and nothing oo geab 
Miss Shay is doing the same dit- | 


in such selections. Greg. | 
Village Barn, N.Y. | 
Three Gay Blades, Allen Car- ' 
rier, Francis Martin, Rhythm) 
Rogues (3), Abbey Albert Orch. 
(6); $2.50 minimum. 








In its 20th year, this corn silo) 
in the heart of Greenwich Village, | 
N .Y., is maintaining its clicko en-. 
tertainment policy for the steno 
and tourist trade. It’s a bargain 
layout, including a long’ session of | 
country dances and games, which | 


as now, with a top name as draw, Libera” garner nice returns, but. with the necessary sophistication. 
an auxiliary act (such as the cur-| complement of six selections seems 
rent Ben Yost singing unit) and too much. Pair should concentrate | 
|on lighter stuff as voices are best | 


She’s a personable looker. 


Jose. 
TONY MONTELL 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Bradley’s, N. Y. 

Tony Montell, tallish tenor, has 
the. vocal equipment but needs 
more experience in projection and 
styling. He can tackle almost any 
tune, and some of them, especially 
ballads, hit the mark. 

Further development is called 
for before he can hit standard 
cafe and vaude dates. Jose. 





new material in place of several 
borrowed items too readily identi- 


compensates for any lack of class fied with other comics. 


in its quuntity and folksy atmos- 
ere. 
Current bill is headed by Three 


Francis Martin displays okay 
form in a series of twirling tap- 
stering. A good-looking hoofer, 


ties with which she’s clicked s0| Gay Blades, who make a strong | Miss Martin needs more change of 
solidly in New York, L. A., Frisco |customer pitch in a nostalgic rou-| pace in her tempos to climb above 


and elsewhere. Material is all origi- | tine. 


Hoked up with handlebar , 


average. In the opener, the Rhythm 


nal (with the exception of her) mustaches and toupees, trio races Rogues, who also alternate on the 


famed “Feudin’, Fightin’”) and 
she collabs on the writing of it. 


the situation every second, 
hillbilly 


this | 


Attractive and in command of. by-play. y ; 
Real topliner is Allen Carrier, | 


(from Jacksonville, Fla., a young comic doubling as emcee. | is a versatile combo which ranges 
{ 


actually) gives the material smash Carrier has an ingratiating man- 


delivery to milk it of every drop} ner with a unique whistlin 
jin addition to some bright rou- 


_of its gentle risqueness. 


talent 


His impressions of Barry 


| through a repertory of old favor-| bandstand for customer dansapa- 
ites with some effective comedy tion, provide some mild comedy 
i with their hillbilly numbers. 


Abbey Albert’s orch, backing up, 


from corn through rhumba light 
classics. Aggregation, comprising 
violin, guitar, accordion, bass, 
drummer and piano, play clean 


firstrate. Carrier can improve his|mands of the one-stepping cus 


Jose. ‘ ; thejr -operettatyp¢ ,gumbers, The » turn, howeven ANA developing. same \ tomers.: eee ee esetasive 


erent. + # 
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House Reviews. 


Fox, Detroit | 
Detroit, March 19. 
Godfrey’s Talent 
Scouts,” with Col. Stoopnagle 
(Chase Taylor), George Guest, 
Mary Osborne, Bernie George, 
ennie Desmond, Alan Schackner, 
lizabeth Talbot-Martin, Napoleon 
Reed, Jerry Bresler & House Orch; 
“Chicken Every Sunday” (20th). 


“Arthur 


Polite—but not overwhelming— 
applause greeted “Arthur God- 
frey’s Talent Scouts” on opening 
night Friday (18) of a week’s en- 
gagement here. Only one of the en- 
tertainers, loose-limbed Bennie 
Desmond, won an encore from an 
audience that failed to crowd the 
spacious Fox. Heavy snow flurries 
probably cut size of house. 

Film short of Godfrey, in whicb 
he tells about his crusade to re- 
vive vaude and explains his rea- 
sons for not appearing in person, 
gets things rolling. The audience 
got a bang out of the novel banter 
between Col. Stoopnagle, on stage, 
and Godfrey, on screen. 

Stoopnagle, the show’s emcee, 
gets only a scattering of snickers 
for his introes and gagging. 
He kept the show moving at a fast 
pace, however. 

Marimba-player George Guest’s 
own boggie creation, “Stump Hol- 
low Stomp” is given warm recep- 
tion, with youngsters in audience 
accepting the invitation to stomp 
out the beat with him. 

Mary Osborne, brunet with a 
smoky voice and a hot guitar, does 
neatly on vocal of “Take Me in 
Your Arms.” Bernie George clicks 
with impressions of crowd noises 
and an aerial dog-fight. Recreation 
of a Joe Louis bout and a Winston 
Churchill broadcast are standout. 

The hit of the show, Bennie Des- 
mond, muggs his way up from the 
audience for an audition. His com- 
edy terping is tops. Alan Schack- 
ner’s harmonica arrangement of 
“When Day Is Done” was not as 
well received as “12th Street Rag,” 
which he performs on a miniature 
harmonice. 


Satirical impressions by Eliza- 
beth Talbot-Martin win plenty 
laughs. The house rocker, how- 


ever, is satire on various cabaret 
singers on “It’s a Sin to Tell a 
Lie.” 

Napoleon Reed, Negro tenor, re- 
veals a beautifully trained voice 
in “Granada” and medley of op- 
eratic arias, climaxing with ‘“Pa- 
gliacci.” His applause seemed to 
rate an encore, but Stoopnagle 
didn’t wave him back. Fred. 


Apollo, N. Y. 


Milt Buckner Orch (11) with 
Lee Richardson, Juanita Pitts; 
Thelma Carpenter, Earl Bostic 


Band (6) with Georgia Jackson, St. 
Leon Troupe (6), Crackshot & 
Co.; “Second Chance” (20th). 


Current layout at. this Harlem 
vauder stacks up as satisfying fare, 
with Milt Buckner orch, songstress 
Thelma Carpenter and Earl Bos- , 
tic’s band spearheading proceed- 
ings. 

Buckner’s crew, comprising three 
rhythm, five reeds and three brass- 
es, with the rotund maestro alter- , 
nating on xylophone and piano, 
— out solidly with jump and 
op arrangements that keep the 
audience in high spirits. Teeing off 
with a sizzling item, “Buck’s Bop,” 
which sets racy tempo for the fol- 
lowups, lads segue into a blues as 
prelude for some neat tapstering 
and rhythm routines by Juanita 
Pitts, personable lass, in white 
satin slack outfit. Routines are suf- 
ficiently varied and executed to 
win attention. Lee Richardson, 
band vocalist, does neat baritoning 
on a brace of ballads of which 
“Without a Song” gives him best 
opportunity to display pipes to ad- 
vantage. Crackshot & Co., house 
comics, take over for their burley 
blackouts, which is the lone coin- 
edy item and wows as usual. 

Miss Carpenter walks on and 
practically cops the show in 
her song stanza. Her easy manner 
and superb styling on “‘That’s How 
I Love the Blues” and other items 
win her resounding appreciation 
and encores. She obliges with 
“Half of Me” for additional plau- 
dits and a begoff. The St. Leon 
Troupe, ofay* male sextet, clicks 
heavily with slick routine of teeter- 
board gymnastics. 

Bostic’s band provides another 
dynamic session in closing slot. 
Maestro’s trumpeting is backed by 
three rhythm and two trombones 
and orch really goes to town on a 
reprise of its bestseller disks, most- 
ly unidentifiable to the average 
listener, but easily recognizable to 
the hepsters. here. Georgia Jack- 
gon, group’s vocalist, does neatly 
on a couple of torchants and band 
eally cooks on “Temptati#,” spot- 
ghting Bostic on trumpet. It adds 
p to solid results and a sock get- 
way. Edba. 


‘form, offers 


‘dance, 


RKO, Boston 
Louis Prima Orch (15), 3 Non- 
chalants, Jane Wynn; “Lucky Stiff” 
(UA). 





Sparked by the irrepressible 
Louis Prima, this week’s layout 
adds up to happy fare. Prima fans 
get plenty of his singing, playing 
and clowning and love it, resulting 
in bill scoring neatly all the way. 

Opening with band number 
“Caldonia,’ featuring the 
trumpet, quick segue into “Driv- 
ing Me Crazy” gives Prima a 
chance to warm up his pipes and 
the stubholders. Following a-ses- 
sion of standard but okay tap- 
dancing by Jane Wynn, Prima in- 
troduces saxman Mike Cotton, in 
vocal of “My Darling.” Although 
byplay between Prima and band 
distracted somewhat, Cotton han- 
dies chore capably. 

Apparently one of the requisites 
of being a member of the band is 
the ability to do a comedy turn for 
the next spot goes to trumpet 
player, Frank Nichols, who scores 


in corny “Cornbelt Symphony.” 
Following this was a full band 
comedy routine with all sidemen 


getting into the act in a satire of 
a band. rehearsal. Both stints 
scored neatly. Introduction of 
drummer. Jimmy Vincent, local 
boy, got good mitting and he 
obliged with a sesh of solid but 
not frantic skin-beating. 

Femme warbler, Keeley Smith, 
makes nice impresh teaming with 
Prima in three songs and a Burley 
bit 

Three Nonchalants. 
spot, wow with solid routine of 
falls and tricks with the added 
touch of some good chatter while 
going through tough stunts. 

Biz should hold up with this 
package. Elie. 


in closing 


National. L’ville 
Louisville, March 18. 
Patina & Rosa, Lou Miller’s 
Dogs, Fred Lowery & Dorothy Rae, 
Terry & Ralph Rio, Billy Kimbley, 
Chester Clark House Orch (11); 
“Shep Comes Home” (SG). 


Straight vaude bill this week, 
topped by Billy Kimbley, local 
moppet who has returned to his 
home town to play this week, after 
several years in Hollywood. Fea- 
tured in the film “Shep Comes 
Home,” lad shows’ considerable 
thesp ability, and is subject of 
proud comments from pupils of 
local dancing and talent schools. 

Opening bill is a neat sight turn, 
Patina and Rosa. They combine 
some cute comedy with their acro 
stunts, head balancing and the 
like, and top off with a head slide 
down an incline by .Patina. Off 
to solid applause. 

Lou Miller and his canines offer 
a slow-moving turn of familiar dog 
tricks, jumping through hoops, etc., 
which gets over big with the juves. 

Familiar standbys, Fred Lowery 
and Dorothy Rae, offer same rou- 
tine seen at previous appearances 
here. Lowery, in good whistling 
“Glow Worm,” “In- 
dian Love Call” and “Finale to 
William Tell Overture,” while Miss 
Rae gives a hillbilly yodeling treat- 
ment to “Can’t Drive the West 
From My Soul,” and parodies of 
“It Had to Be You” and “I Won- 
der” for boff returns. 

Comedy pair, Ralph and Terry 
Rio, also ring the bell. 
gal registers her little girl char- 
acter, and grabs laughs with her 
slightly bluish material. Gets in a 
few licks at the piano, and pair 
team up for fast terps for windup. 

In closer, Kimbley answers some 
questions by Ralph Rio anent his 
Hollywood experiences, and then 
goes into a zoot-suited song and 
nicely executed. His ap- 
pearance is brief, but registers. 

Hold. 


Chieage, Chi 
Chicago, March 18. 


Martells & Mignon (4), Georgie. 
(2), Tony Mar. | 


Kaye, Piero Bros. 
tin, Louis Basil Orch; “Whispering 
Smith” (Par). 


House seems to have overcome 
its lethargy of the past weeks and 
it is possible Tony Martin may hit 
some sort of high gross mark. 

Martin surprises, although he 
has always been a prime fave in 
this spot; he’s much more active 
and at ease; While in the past his 
major appeal wa: more to the 


older set, early morning teen age | 


crowd went through the clamor 
and calls which are the usual ac- 
companiment for jazz and be-bop- 
pers. Singer evidently has been 
culling his stocks and comes out 
with some arrangements on the 
rhythm side which sell well. He 
opens with standard, “Lullaby of 
Broadway,” segueing into his 
latest disk, “Comme Ci, Comme 
Ca,” and stops the show with “For 
Every Man There’s a Woman.” He 


Prima. 


Diminutive 


has a specia: intro for “Waiting 

for the Robert E. Lee” and a sock 

closer to win plenty applause and 
begoff. 

| Martells & Mignon are fine open- 
‘ers with their ace adagio work. 

Beside the usual gasp-provoking 
flings, gal has added several new 
‘bits which score heavily, especially 
a back-slide stint, which is timed 
perfectly. 

Piero Bros. are a cut above the 
usual juggling act, using Indian 
clubs and wands for some split- 
‘second passing, while switching 
‘hats at the same time. Personable 
youths get hefty hand. 

In a theatre jammed with the 
junior set, much of comic Georgie 
Kaye’s material was really rough. 
Regardless of the element that may 
yell and applaud such jokes, it still, 
is not the routine for matinee au- 
diences. He has some good bits, 
one in particular, his Gallic singer 


impresh of Gene Autry and Al 
Jolson. Louis Basil house orch 
does a neat job of backing show. 


Zabe. 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, March 17. 
Nellie Lutcher, Charlie Ventura 
Orch (8), Ted & Flo Vallett, Joey 
Rardin, Carl Sand’s House Orch; 
‘Mother Is a Freshman” (20th). 


New layout here is sock fare for 
younger set, with gamut going 
from rah-rah stuff to skat sessions. 
Unbalance of family appeal finds 
older patrons heading for exits at 
onset of bop session, conveniently 
spotted at end of bill. 

In keeping with college pic, Carl 
Sand’s house orch runs through 
“College Salutes” with Smith How- 
ard featured on drums and on vo- 
cals. Opener is lively and sets 
mood for Ted and Flo Vallett, 
baton manipulators in drum major 
dress. Youngsters get top response. 

Nellie Lutcher, Negro songstress, 
backed by a bass and drummer, 
moves right in with “Hurry On 
Down,” exhibiting her mock-riffs 
and vocal hkorseplay that’s been 


jher selling point ow disks. Ability 


to project sly innuendos while key- 
boarding, in big house, adds to 
merriment of her vocal renditions. 
Pace never falters, even in slow 
segues like “My Little Boy,” which 
showcases her genuine vocal abil- 
ity. It’s Miss Lutcher’s sassy phras- 
jing that captivates aud. After two 
encores, which garner hefty ap- 
plause, she has to beg off. 

Joey Rardin intersperses gags 
with special songs for overall ap- 
proval. Imitation of horns, dialect 
stories and medley of George M. 
'Cohan songs as Jimmy Cagney, is 
solid stuff. 

Charlie Ventura’s orch is introed 
|effectively via elevation from _ or- 
|chestra pit, and breaks into sesh 
|with “I’m Forever Blowing Bub- 
| bles.” Singer Jackie Kain is a tall 
looker, who’s trying for a combina- 
|tion of Sarah Vaughan and Anita 
O’Day. Eddie O’Shaughnessy on 
| drums, rates hefty accolades. Each 
|sideman shows technique via bop 
solos and riffs during “How High 
the Moon,” and “Body and Soul.” 
, Rest of numbers are solid bop. 
| Greg. 











| Olympia, Miami 
Miami, March 19. 
| Joan Edwards, Paul Benson, 
George Conley, Chet Clark, Lewis 
|& Oliver Sisters, Freddie Carlone 
orch; ““Whiplash” (WB). 
Recent click pace of this vauder’s 
|layouts continues this week, cur- 
rent lineup ringing the applause 
meter in consistent fashion. 
| Topliner Joan Edwards looks as 
good as she sings, and holds them 
,all the way. The radio thrush’s 
_are her pop rhythm tunes. 
sesh at the piano, which features a 
, medley of Gus Edwards songs, she 
practically steals the show. 

Paul Benson contribs a “laugh 
auction” canto. He builds to the 
giveaways in novel.and_ steady 
|laughmaking sequence to round 
/out a solid bill. 


Opening spot has Lewis and the | 


| 


| 
/ 
} 
} 


| 
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VARIETY BILLS] 


WEEK OF MARCH 23 





Numerals in connection with bills below indleate o 


whether full 


or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (mM) Moss : 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reads 1 


pening day of show 





| NEW YORK CITY, 


| 


| Paul 


| 


| ballads are smoothly handled, as. 
In her) 


/Oliver Sisters, who teeoff proceed- | 


ings at a fast clip with their clever 


control work, lifts and balancing.| Eynie Brooks 


George Conley, comic, scores via | 


impreshes of radio types and char- 
acters. Young Chet Clark emcees 
and in own spot sparks applause 
with his harmonica work. He pro- 
jects blues and standard mouth 
‘organ stuff in showmanly manner. 
_ Freddie Carlone’s house orch is 
adequate on the backgrounding. 

Lary. 





Pitt Cafe Robbery 


Pittsburgh, March 22. 
| Jackie Heller’s Carousel was 
robbed of $2,400 last week when 
_ thieves broke in and smashed open 
iron boxes in which receipts had 
' been hidden. 
It was the second time in a year 
' that nitery had been burglarized. 


| 


' 


| Victor 


| Lionel 


Capitol (L) 24 


| 


Gordon Jenkins Orc | 
| Beebe’s Holly- 


Artie Dunn 
Cardini 
Music Hall (1) 24 
Patricia Bowman 
Paul Haakon 
Sydell 
Richard Wallace 
Robert Mills 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 23 
L Jordan Tym 5 
Ray Anthony Orc 
Pat Henning 
Peggy Mann 
Johnny Barnes 
Roxy (t) 25 
Phil Baker 
Cab Calloway 
Joan Hyldoft 
Strand (W) 25 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Frank Marlowe 
Hoctor & Bird 
Chester Dolphin 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (i) 24 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Prof Backwards 
Royal (i) 25 
L Millinder Ore 
Wynonie Harris 
Kanazawa < 
Jelly Roll & Zuzu 
Gene Bell 
State (1) 24-26 
Vilane & Judy 
Vince Carson 


Fred Pisano Co 
Clem Bellings Co 
27-30 
Lynn & Ann 
Gail Austin 
I, LaMarr & Poppy 
The Reddingtons 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 25-27 
2 Jacks 
Rusty Arden 
R & I Drake 


Myles Bell 
Stagg-McMann 3 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 23 
Tony Martin 
Georgia Kaye 
Peiro Bros 
Oriental (1) 24 
Nellie Lutcher 
Charles Ventura O 
T & F Valilett 
Joey Rardin 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (R) 24 
Frances Langford 
Jon Hall 
Lucienne & Asheur 
Bedell & Matson 
Roberts Sis & 
White 
Don Cummings 
CLEVELAND 
State (L) 24 
Jack Carson Rev 
ELMIRA 
Strand (W) 28-30 
Art Mooney Orc 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 25-27 
Woody Herman Ore 
Mel Torme 
Lew Nelson 
JAMESTOWN 
Palace (W) 29 only 
Charlie Spivak Ore 


B’way 
Tune Tattlers 
Harry Savoy Co 
Wally Dean 

The Danwoods 
Patricia Clancy 
LONG BRANCH 
Paramount (WR) 29 


only 
J & §$ Taylor 


| 


Ran Crane 
The Madcaps 
B & M Gates 


wood Bears 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 23 
Marilyn Martinez 3 
Luba Malina 
Jack LaRue 
Ballentine 
MIDDLETOWN 
Palace (P) 25 
Horace Heidt 
Winners 
NEWARK 
Adams (1) 24 
Louis Prima Orc 
Jane Wynn 
3 Nonchalants 
PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 25-27 
Pamela & Louise 
Duke Dorell 
Munro & Adams 
Young & Kaye 
Hilton Sis 
PERTH AMBOY 
Majestic (WR) 23 
only 
Tune Tattlers 
Harry Savoy Co 
Wally Dean 
The Danwoods 
Patricia Clancy 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 24 
P Lawrence & 
Mitzi 
Walter Walters Jr 
Dolinoffs & 

Raya Sis 
PLAINFIELD 
Oxford (WR) 28 
only 

J & S Taylor 
Randy Grane 
The Madcaps 
B & M Gates 
Beehe’s Hollywood 
Bears 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 25-27 
*““Hodge-podge 
Revue” 
Peggy Taylor Co 
Gene Colin 
Butterbeans & 
Susie 
B & Betty 
Calvert 
J Astor & Rene 
SARATOGA SPGS 
Congress (WR) 27 
only 
Tune Tattiers 
Harry Savoy Co 
Wally Dean : 
The Danwoods 
Patricia Clancy 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 24-27 
J & E Hayden 
Harry Steffen 
Tripp & Fall 
Levan & Carr 
Lee Davis 
Janet's Pony Circus 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 24 
4 Macks 


| Jayne Walton 


| 


| 


Eddie Hanley Co 
G & F Sconyi 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (i) 28-30 
Tex Beneke Orc 
Pryde & Daye 
Gary Norton 
EAST HAMPTON 


(CANADA) 

Granada (1) 21 
Krazy Komedy 

Kirks 
Marguerite & 

Charles 
Maurice Keary 
Carter & Doray 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 21 
Du Barry Lovlies 
Len Martell 
Wally Wood 
Lupe & Velez 
George Williams 
Dutch Serenaders 

BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 21 
Francoise Flore 
Jackie Hunter 
Marqueez 
Raymond Girerd 
Helen Crerar 
Vivian Et Tassi 
Trois De Milles 

BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (1) 21 
Harry Rooson 
Pat Gaye 
Stanley Van 
Tony Mercer 
Harry Herring 
Freddie Ascott 
Jack Blakens 
Johnny Ramsey 
Jack Richardson 
Iris Barry 
Helen Martins 
Lyne Allen 
Glamorous 

Mamshibs 
BRIGHTON 


| 


| Fred Sloan 


Jackie Farr 


| Vicki Raymond 


Kenneth Allan 
Archie Usher 
Cyrus 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 21 
Bobby Davis 
Bob Andrews 


| Atlas & Pippi 


Marquis 
Al Carthy 


| Mushie 


| FINSBURY 


John Vree Co 


Elroy 
PARK 
Empire (M) 21 
Shires & Tylee 
Charlie Kunz 
E Vicki & Sasha 
Cyril Fletcher 
Freda Wyn 
Vie Hyde 
Jack Radcliffe 
Gil Maison 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 21 
Rex & Bessie 
Len Young 
Freddie Sales 
3 Jokers 


' 3 Massetty 


Hippodrome (M) 21. 


Vie Oliver 
ésune Manton 


Jeannette Hurhes 
lizabeth Grav 
Maureen O’De!l 
Smith 
Les Rayner & 
Betty 
Julian Pets 
Fred Lovelle 
Alan Kay & 
Gloria 
3 Stevil Sis 
I} B Stuart 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 21 
Dr. Crock Co 
Freddie Forbes 
Angelia Barria 
Alec Pleon 
E Gordon & Nancy 
G Beaton Co 
Bert Platt 
Phyilis Bartle 
CHESWICK 
Empire (S$) 21 
Joe Stein 


| Max Carole 


Charlie Wood 
Bil & Bil 
Ronnie Stewart 


Joe Loss Bd 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 21 
Unusual 
Musicians 
Michael Miles 
Shane Sis 
Jenny Hayes 
Madrigal 
Ike Freedman 
Idan & Yvonne 
DS 
Empire (M) 21 
E & D Waters 
J Lockwood 
Newman Twins 


| Romanos 


| Reg Radcliffe 


Joan Hinde 


| Hilda Dixon 


Gordon Ray Co 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S$) 21 

Max Miller - 

Hal Gould 

Baudy’s Greyho’ds 


| Alfred Thripp 


| Rita 


L Clifford Freda 
Carmo 


Melcille & Rekar 


| Mayfair 3 


LINCOLN 
Royal (1) 21 
Jimmy Mack 


Herzog 


| Francis Whitmor 
| 3 Lunies 

| George Alex 

| Peggy A Tyler 

| Spangled Beauties 
Raymond Barry 
Terry’s Juveniles 


LONDON 
Palladium (M) 21 
Eleanor Powell 
G & B Bernard 
Josef Locke 
Roger Ray 
Senor Wences 
Alan Clive 
Louise’s Pets 
Harrison 
Carol & 
Dolaire 

MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 21 
Reginald Dixon 
Caryll & Mundy 
Jack Daly 
Betty Jumel 
Schaller Bros 
Saveen 
Bemand’s Birds 

NEWCASTLE 

Empire (M) 21 
G H Elliott 
Gertie Gitana 
Ella Shields 
Liiy Morriss 
Randolph Sutton 
Talbot O'Farrell 
Billy Danvers 

NOTTINGHAM 

Empire (M) 21 
Jimmy Jewel 
Ben Warriss 
Cycling Astons 
Wallabies 
Christian’s Dogs 


Ross 





PORTSMOU | 
Royal (mM) Hy i 
Cheerful Charlie 
Chester Co 
=, Morris 
| Frederick Fer 
| Arthur Savane” 
Edwina Carol 
a Marten 
alama & K 
Skating Ryieg 
7 Breatos : 
’ & M Norm 
Allen & Lee 7 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (I) 2} 
Lee Brooklyn 
Frank Formby 
4 O'Keefe Sigs 
N & V Munroe 
Mike Howe . 
Bklyn Lovlies 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 2] 
Chico Marx 
Frank Preston 
Bobbie Kimber 
D Henderson Jr 
Paul & Paulette 
Les Alyxons 
Gold & Cordell 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (j) 21 
Sonny Dawkes 
Ernie Allen 
Tommy Rose 
Stan Sanders 
Ken Ryan 
Melody 6 
Arthur Knotto 
YORK 


| 
| 
| 





Empire (1) 2] 
Billy Whittaker 
Irving & Gerdwood 
Sieddie Brent 











Downey & Daye Mimi Shaw 
4 Mirandas Morgan & Royle 
Peter Blair Eddie Powell 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
Bagatelle El Chice 
Dorothy Ross Rosita Rios 
Day, Dawn & Damiron & 
Dusk Chapuseaux 
Jack Prince Tina Ramirez 
Jack Corlies | Los Guaracheros : 
Blue Angel | Vizeaino Ore a 
Nype & Cote | Hotel St Moritz ’ 


Charley Carts 
Wally Cox 

Ellis Larkin 3 
Martha Davis 


Brevoort 
Shiela Barrett 
| Freddy Caye 
Jean Rose 
Syd Strange Ore 


Cafe Society 
D Donegan 
Ronnie Graham 
Dave Mariin Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Jay Marshall 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Jack . Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Chora! Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
| Juenger Ballet Line 


Hotel Pierre 
Cardini 
Florence & 
| frederic 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 


Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Taja 
Maria Lamonte 
Billy Frick 
Croydons 
Boyd Heath 
Shepard Lire 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Jan Bart 
Rex Owen 
Dorothy Deering 
| Joanne Fiorio 
| Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Orc 
Hotel Savoy Ptaza 
Howard Hartman 
irving Conn Ore 


Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
| Jose Melis Ore 
Hi, Lo, Jack & 

Dame 


Latin Quarter 
Frank Libuse 
| George Price 
David Nillo 
Maria Karnilova 
Steffen-Martell 8 
Elissa Jayne 
Ruth Brown 
Margot Brander 
Art Waner Ore 
B Harlow Orc 


Clique 
Sally Rand Unit 
Radio Aces 
Dave Herman Orc 
Copacabana 
Jackie Miles 
Connie Haines 
F & S Barry 
Linda Lombard 
Herb George 
| Paul Godkin 
| Skyriders 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Orc 
China Doll 
Ming & Ling 
Paddy Wing 
! Noro Morales Ore 
| Jose Curbello Ore 
| Line (7) 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
| Al Trace Ore 
| Bob Vincent 
| Jackie Van 
Red Maddock 
| Dave DeVore 
Lee Pfnes 
Hotel Bismark 
Doraine & Ellis 
| Charles & Janet 
Joe Isbell 


(Continued 





Erwin Kent Ore 
Hotei St Regis 
| Julie Wilson 
| Laszlo & Pepito 
M Shaw Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Or 
Hotel New Yorker 
| G Benedict Ore 
Ice Revue 
Hotel Statier 
Tony Pastor Ore 
j Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Salvatore Gioe Ore 
' Mark Monte Ore 
Payson Re Ore 
| Nycola Matthey Or , 
Le Ruban Biev 
Bibi Osterwaid 
Goodman & 
Kirkwood 
3 Rifts 
Mike Brown 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 
Havana-Madrid 
Estelita 
Raquel & Rolando 
Kenneth Buffet 
Mildred Ray Line 
Quintero Orc 
Argueso Ore 
Hotel Belmont-Piaz 
Ames Bros 
Viola Layne ; 
R & B Pickert | 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Wayne Ore : 
Harold Nagel Ore ' 
Gordon Currie 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome 
No " Fifth Ave 
| Hayes Gordon 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Ore 
William Adler 
William Scotti 
Penthouse 
| Gigi Durston 
Jerry Reed 
Kurt Maier ) 
Royal Roost 
Harry Belafonte 
Charlie Ventura 
Charlie Parker 
T Dameron Ore 
pivy’s 
Kelly & Keating 


Spivy 

" * Versailles 

Jean Sablon 

Bob Grane 

Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 

Gay Blades 7 

Allen Carrier. 

Bourbon & ine 

Abbey Albert 

Piute Pete 

Village Vanguaré 

Maxine Sullivan 

Roger Price 

C Williams 

Cyril Haines 3 
Waldorf-Ast 

Carl Brisson 

| Emil Coleman Ore 

Mischa Borr Ore 








a 


J Brewer Ore 

| Helsings 

| Al Morgan 
Evelyn Terry 

| Ned Walsh 

| Frankie Hyle 

| Billy Chandler 

| H Edgewater 
Henry Brandon Ore 
B Lane & Ce 

| Marianne ede 
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PA's Offer Compromise Plan to Ease Bendix, Totter Piay 


League-ATPAM Exploitation Impasse a... 


Possib : 
ns to settle the impasse 

tween the League of N. Y. The- 
tres and the Assn. of Theatrical 
. s Agents & Managers over the 
roposed plan for a national pub- 
ficity campaign for the theatre. It 
will be submitted to the union and, 
if acceptable, then offered to the 


League. 
If adopted, the compromise would 


ermit immediate | start on the 

eague’s drive to give national ex- 
ploitation to legit. Latter has been 
delayed for several months because 
the ATPAM has insisted that one 
of ‘its p.a. members be hired to 
head the operation, while the 
League has wanted to bring in an 
outside publicity firm to handle it. 
Robbins & Barber or Allan Meltzer 
have been suggested for the as- 


signment. 


The compromise proposal in- 


volves several possible setups. One | 


would call for the employment of 
an ATPAM member in the asso- 
ciate p.a. category On a full-time 
basis at, for instance, $125 a week, 
to assist the outside publicity firm. 
The other would involve using a 
regular ATPAM pressagent in a 
consultant capacity, at about $100 
a week. : 

In either case the outside pub- 
licity rep would have charge of the 


operation, with the ATPAM man | 
supplying the first-hand knowledge | 
Idea of the com- | 


of the theatre. 
promise is that the union wants to 
be sure the League’s whole exploi- 
tation plan doesn’t fail te ma- 
terialize. It is anxious to avoid any 
charge of “featherbedding,” 
figures that one of its members can 
give invaluable assistance. 

The compromise proposition was 
worked out by the group of press- 
agents in an unofficial capacity and 
it will have no formal status un- 
less adopted by the union. Those 
who attended the meeting at which 
the proposal was mapped included 


Bill Doll, Ben Kornzweig, Richard | 


Maney, William Fields, Jim Proc- 
tor, Bernard Simon and Arthur 
Cantor. 


Omaha World-Herald Sets 
Precedent, Booking Play 


In Tristates’ Territory 
Omaha, March 22. 


Tristates Theater’s province, 
which they have held for some 
years, was. invaded this week when 
the Omaha World - Herald brought 
in a legitimate Broadway show. 
Attraction is “O, Mistress Mine,” 
the Sylvia Sydney-John Loder star- 
ring combo. Presentation will be 
afternoon and night Saturday, 
April 9. 

The booking is significant from 





the viewpoint that this is the first | 





Je compromise has been¢ 
by a group of legit | 


but | 


time in several years that anyone | 


except Tristates has brought in a 
Play of this type. The World- 
Herald made a deal with the pro- 
ducers of the show for a per- 
centage to go to their Good Fel- 
lows Christmas fund. The audi- 
torium of Technical High School 
will be used. It seats 2,000. 
Booking raises the point that the 
World-Herald, always pushing for 


Stage shows here, may bring others 
to town. 


Warners Offered Lone 
Legiter for Atlantic City 


Atlantie City, March 22. 
_ Warner Bros. is mulling a propo- 
Sition whereby Mayor Joseph Alt- 
man has offered to keep stage 





‘Drunkard’ Back at Chi Bar 
With Beer, Pretzels Added 


Chicago, March 22. 

Brian Doherty's  all-Canadian 
production of “The Drunkard,” 
which closed at the Studebaker 
after a shaky two-week run, re- 
opened Saturday (19) sans legit 
setting, but with beer and pretzels 
instead. Company took over the 
Via Lago, a northside nitery that 
| owner Ray Suber has been renting 
out for weddings and private 
parties. Spot, complete with stage, 
has a capacity of 500. 

_ “Drunkard” is charging admis- 
Sion of $1.50, which includes 
beer and pretzels, with eight per- 
formances a week, including a Sat- 
| urday midnight show. If biz shows 
an upward trend, production may 
do two shows nightly. 








Equityites Query 
Council Stand 


The proposed merger of per- 
former unions, recently rejected 
by the Actors Equity council, will 
be raised at the union’s quarterly 
membership meeting Friday after- 
noon (25) at the Astor hotel, N. Y. 
Rank-and-file members will bring 
up the subject from the floor, with 
a request for an explanation of the 
council’s rejection of the idea. It’s 
|expected that some argument will 
result. 

Also due to be considered, prob- 
ably in 
| question, is the proposed setup for 
television jurisdiction. Other sub- 
jects slated for action are the 
Equity Library Theatre and the 
ielection of six members to the 
nominating committee for the 
union’s annual election in May. 
| The three council representatives 
on the committee are Matt Briggs, 
chairman, and Edith Meiser and 
Mady Christians, with Frank 
Thomas, Sr., Marjorie Gateson and 
| Bill Ross as alternates. 

Due to be elected this year is 
ithe entire slate of officers, for 
terms of three years, plus 10 coun- 
cil members for five years and one 
each for one and two - year 
terms. Clarence Derwent, incum- 
bent president, has indicated he 
| will not serve again, despite re- 
cent efforts to persuade him to re- 
‘consider. No outstanding candi- 
date to succeed him has emerged. 


SELZNICK ENDS TIE 








WITH COAST STRAWHAT 


Hollywood, March 22. 


relation to the merger | 


| longer. 
| late in the spring of 1950. There is 


Actors’ Co., strawhat group com- | 


posed of David O. Selznick con- 
tractees, opens a casting office here 
May 1 to prep for its third season, 
but Selznick will no longer be as- 
sociated with the venture. He has 
bowed out of the affiliation. 

Ruth Burch, repeating her stint 
as casting director, will line up 
players for a nine-week season 
opening July 5. 

Heading the group are Gregory 


| Peck, Dorothy McGuire, Jennifer 


shows out of the city-owned Con- | 


vention Hall this summer, provid- 
ing the Boardwalk’s big Warner 
theatre is used to house Broadway 
Productions. 

This, in effect, would give the 
arner interests a virtual monop- 
o on legit during the season, as 
e hall is the only spot available. 
avid Lowe has leased the Con- 
vention hall 
ee it into a theatre the past 
rh Summers. Altman made his 
y awa in a letter to A. J. Vanni, 
strict manager for Warner in this 
rea. He so far has received no 
answer, 

Vanni has booked the Joe E. 
rown “Harvey” company into the 


arner the fore 
nber. four days  befo 


| during 


Jones, Joseph Cotten and Mel 
Ferrer, some of whom may appear 
the season. Miss Jones, 
however, will be unable to partici- 
pate due to film commitments 
abroad. 





MCA Setting Up Pacts *or 


Lewis-Young Opera Tour 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Entire route for the National 
Light Opera Festival tour will 
probably be set next week by Rus- 
sell Lewis and Howard Young. Lo- 
cal contracts are being set by 
Music Corp. of America, so the 


‘actual playing dates for the three 


ballroom and con- | 


productions will be booked during 


the spring. 
Producers have sent local man- 


-agements a 12-page circular detail- 


ing how the season subscription 


/plan works and outlining proced- 


ure for lining up local sponsors 
and civic support. Three produc- 


‘tions to be toured during the 1949- 


50 season are ‘Merry Widow,” 
“Song of Norway” and “Naughty 
Marietta.” In general, non-UBO 


itowns will be played. 


' Jaunched 


towns, 
worked out with New York Thea- to allow a third week’s rehearsal, | 





‘Born’ in Phoenix Week 


Phoenix, March 22. 
checks into 
Phoenix this week for rehearsals | 
in “Born Yesterday,” first produc: | 
tion of the Sombrero theatre here. | 
Play opens March 29 for a week’s | 
run, with Audrey Totter playing | 
opposite Bendix. | 

Sombrero, a 500-seater, is still in | 
the construction stage, but finish- | 
ing touches will be applied this. 
week. Co-producers of legiter are 
Ann Lee and Dick Charlton. 


Carroll Stays In 


Fancy Thru Jan.: 
Maybe London 


Madeleine Carroll has decided to 
remain with “Goodbye, My Fancy” | 
through next January and possibly 
She may do it in London 








no reference in the new agreement 
to the picture version of the Fay | 
Kanin comedy, but it’s reported 
that Metro is negotiating for the 
rights, with the idea of starring 
Greer Garson. Irene Dunne has | 
also been mentioned as a possibil- | 
ity for the part. 

Under the new contract, Miss | 
Carroll will continue to star in 
“Fancy” until July 1 at the 
Fulton, N. Y. She will then take 
a two-month vacation, during} 
which she will visit her mother in 
England and spent some time in 
France and Spain. On her return 


|in September the plan is to take | 


the play on tour, opening in Bos- 
ton. 

The actress was sought by co- 
producers Michael Kanin, Richard | 
Aldrich and Richard Myers to re- 
main with the show through next 
season, but she prefers not to be | 
committed that long in advance. 
The management hopes she’ll ulti-| 
mately reconsider, in which case 
the London engagement may fol- 
low. 


Star has no other play in mind 
after she quits “Fancy,” but now 
figures on joining the repertory 
company planned by Sam Wana- | 
maker, Jose Ferrer and Aldrich. 
She would like to do a Restoration 
comedy, but also hopes to play 
“lots and lots of parts.” 


Until she reached the new agree- | 
ment yesterday (Tues.) to continue 
in “Fancy” until next January, Miss 
Carroll had been set to stay with 
the comedy only until July 1. 
Her original contract ran until 
June 15, but she _ subsequently | 
agreed to remain an extra month, | 


-and to inform the management by 


May 15 as to her subsequent plans. | 

The intention is to engage a sub- 
stitute star for the show while the 
actress vacations next summer. | 


| 





| 
| 


‘Glass Menagerie’ Tour 
For Minn. Hinterland 


Minneapolis, March 22. 


Don Stolz. impresario of Old Log 
theatre, local strawhatter, has 
“Glass Menagerie” on 


tour of territory’s smaller towns 


that don’t have chance to see 
spoken drama. Mary Perry, who | 
has played the lead role in other | 
road companies, heads cast, which | 
also includes Stolz himself, Barbara | 
Davies and Ken Senn. 
extend into first week of May and 
will be made by automobile. | 

Univ. of Minnesota bureau of 
concerts and lectures tour of “The | 
Hasty Heart” into area’s small | 
through arrangement 


tre Guild, which is supplying the 
director (Margalo Gillmore) and 
cast, will not get under way until, 
about next Oct. 1. There will be} 
10 weeks of one-night stands in 
Minnesota, North and South Da- 
kota, Iowa and Wisconsin. An- 
nounced objective is “to foster the- | 
atrical interest and activity in the 
smaller towns.” 





Paper Mill’s ‘Norway’ 
Millburn, N. J., March 22. 


| hearsal during August. 


Lee Shubert Wants 


to Keep Lives. 


Goldmine on B'way; Tallu Yens Tour 





Melnick May Go Into 


‘He’ as Co-Producer. 


Dan Melnick, treasurer of the) 
Ziegfeld, N.Y., may be co-producer 
of “He and She,” the new musical | 


/comedy which Ken Englund and) 


Stewart Chaney are readying for 
production. Possible hitch in the 
deal is that Melnick, who is ready 
to put up $55,000 of the $165,000 
needed, wants the show to play 


ithe Ziegfeld theatre, but Englund 


and Chaney figure the house is 
too large for the relatively subtle 
comedy material in the script and 


| lyrics. 


“He and She” has a book by 
Englund, score by Vernon Duke 
and lyrics by Ogden Nash. David 
Wayne and Janet Blair are in line 
for the leads. 


4 New Shows On 
Bloomgarden List 


Kermit Bloomgarden, co-pro- 
ducer of “Death of a Salesman,” | 
at the Morosco, N. Y., is already 





| busy on his crowded schedule for 


next season. Besides the second 
company of “Salesman,” his 
agenda includes three definite new 
shows and a possible fourth. The 
certain entries are “Montserrat,” 
“The Naked and the Dead” and an 
untitled comedy by James Gow 
and Arnaud d’Usseau. The possi- 


| bility is a play being written by 


Arthur Kober. 

Touring edition of “Salesman” 
and the production of ‘Montser- 
rat” may be in simultaneous re- 
With the 
return of stager Elia Kazan from 
Hollywood over the weekend, | 
Bloomgarden and co-producer Wal- 
ter Fried are ready to begin cast- 
ing the road version of “Sales- 
man,” which they hope to open in 
Chicago around Labor Day. No 
one is set for the cast. 

“Montserrat,” which Bloomgar- 
den will present in association 
with Gilbert Miller, is already in 
preparation. Howard Bay has de- 
signed the scenery, which will be 
built this spring. Emlyn Williams 
has been signed for the lead and 


| the show is to open early in Sep- 


tember. Lillian Hellman, who 
adapted the Emanuel Robles orig- 
inal, will direct. 

“Naked and Dead,” Miss Hell- 
man’s dramatization of the Nor- 
man Mailer novel, will probably 
be completed during the summer 
and production is slated to follow 


|shortly after the “Salesman” re- 


peat and “Montserrat.” The Gow- 
d’Usseau script, reportedly near- 
ing completion, will come next. 
Little is known of what progress | 
Kober is making with his new play, 
so it remains merely a possibility. 


No longer on _ Bloomgarden’s | 
schedule are Kenneth White’s 
“The Inconceivable War,” Elma) 


“Garden of Olives” or 
Hammett’s “The Good 


Huginir’s 
Dashiell 
Meal.” 





Gordon Revue May Do 
Tryout in Strawhat 


Max Gordon intends to try out 
his new revue in a strawhat theatre 


Tour will this summer, prior to Broadway | 


presentation in the fall. Producer 
appeared before Actors Equity 
council yesterday (Tues.) to ask 
for a waiver of the union’s two- 
week rehearsal limit for summer 
stock production. Council agreed 


It also 
present 


but at minimum salary. 
decided to revise the 
strawhat tryout rules. 
Show, as yet untitled, will have a 
book by Jerome Chodorov, with 
music and lyrics by Harold Rome. 
George S. Kaufman is to direct. 


Wendy for Wells 


London, March 22. 
| Jack Hylton will star Wendy Hil- 
‘ler in Walter Greenwood’s (her 





¢ Tallulah Bankhead would like 
(to close “Private Lives,” at the 
| Plymouth, N. Y., and take the re- 


vival on the road for the balance 
of the season, but Lee Shubert is 
holding the show to the stop-limit 
agreement. Expectation is that the 
Noel Coward comedy will play out 
the season on Broadway, since the 
gross has consistently topped $15,- 
000 a week, against the stop level 
of $14,000. 


Actress figures the production 
could do much better business on 
tour through the spring period, 
particularly if routed through the 
south. She doesn’t want to con- 
tinue with it next season, so she’d 
like to cover the remaining un- 
played territory before’ spring. 
She has no other show in mind for 
the fall, but is confident that a 
suitable one will be available by 
then. In any case, she feels that 
she’s done the Noel Coward re- 
vival long enough, having starred 
in it for most of two years, in stock 
and on the road. 


This edition of “Lives” has 
proved a goldmine to everyone con- 
cerned. Miss Bankhead gets a 
guarantee against a percentage of 
the gross and a share of the profits. 
The deal was giving her an esti- 
mated $5,000 a week for months, 
when the gross was topping $20,- 
000. In addition, producer John 
C. Wilson and the backers have 
cleaned up on the venture and the 
Shuberts have also netted a neat 
sum in theatre rental. With only 
a few more shows scheduled for 
the balance of the season, Lee 
Shubert figures he should keep 
“Lives” in the Plymouth as long 
as possible. 


On the basis of the last couple 
of weeks’ grosses for the show, 
Wilson agrees with him. And to 
some extent Miss Bankhead does, 
too. 





Scandinavian Deal For 
‘Harvey, With Hansen, 


Set as Problems Iron Out 


Deal for Max Hansen, Swedish 
comedy star, to play the lead in 
and co-produce “Harvey” in the 
Scandinavian countries is about to 
be signed. Production will prob- 
ably be next fall, with Stockholm 
getting the first presentation of the 
Mary Coyle Chase comedy and en- 
gagements in Copenhagen, Oslo, 
Helsinki and other cities to follow. 


Fact that Hansen speaks all the 
Scandinavian languages fluently 
was a factor in his getting the 
rights to the play. However, the 
actor-producer also has a reputa- 
tion for the quality of his produc- 
tions. Deal has been in the works 
since last year, when Hansen 
visited New York. 


Miss Chase and her agent, 
Harold Freedman, are understood 
to have several reasons for taking 
their time about foreign produc- 
tions of “Harvey.” Since the play 
has no timely element they’ve been 
able to wait for satisfactory terms, 
including the right leads and good 
productions, as well as suitable 


| translations, in the various coun- 
| tries, 


Also, there’s the fact that 
with two companies of the show 
in the U. S., the authoress was al- 
ready in a high tax bracket, so 
she’d prefer to get her foreign 
royalties at a later date. 


English production of “Harvey,” 
starring Sid Field, opened only a 
few months ago and has been play- 
ing to capacity at the Prince of 
Wales, London. Another edition, 
starring Oscar Karlweis, was due 
to open last night (22) in Vienna. 





Nixon Closes Four-Week 


Gap With ‘Stranger’ 
» Pittsburgh, March 22. 


Nixon theatre, local legit spot 
which looked headed for four 
straight dark stretches, will settle 
for just two, Kay Francis in 
“Favorite Stranger” having been 
| booked in for week beginning Mon- 
day (28). House hadn’t figured on 
anything after “Medea,” which 
closed March 12, until “Inside 


Paper Mill playhouse will re- author-husband’s) new play, which, U.S.A.” April 11. 


open April 18 with “Song of Nor- 

way,” which has just been re- 

leased for stock production. 
Frank Carrington operates the 


| spot. 


is adaptation from H. G. Wells’ 
book, “Ann Veronica.” Opens at 
Liverpoo] April 25, prior to West 
End. 

Peter Ashmore will direct. 


So far there’ll be another shut- 
tered stanza between “Stranger” 
and “Inside.” Miss Francis had 
originally been expected much 


i later. 
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Sherwood, Bankhead Aid Sought On 


Govt. Legit Bill; ELT for Center? 


Tallulah Bankhead and Robert? 


E. Sherwood are being sought as 
members of the legit legislative 
committee which will go to Wash- 
ington to work for a $1,000,000 
rider to the Administration’s ‘bill 
for a $300,000,000 federal appro- 
priation for education. So far, 
neither the actress nor the play- 
wright has agreed to serve, but it’s 
hoped they and others will do so 
in the interests of the theatre. 


Morton Baum, who chairmaned 
the recent joint theatre conference 
at the Astor hotel, N. Y., will 
probably head the legislative com- 
mittee, and one or two other mem- 
bers will probably be enlisted. 
Miss Bankhead and Sherwood are 
figured naturals for the group on 
the strength of their influence 
with the Administration. 


According to Baum, _there’s 


“reasonable time” to work on the. 


project in Washington, as the edu- 
cation appropriation bill must fol- 
low consideration of labor legisla- 
tion and other questions in the 
Senate and is still pigeonholed in 
committee in the House. In any 
case, the real showdown will come 
in the conference committee of the 
two growps, headed by Sen. Elbert 
D. Thomas, proponent of the bill 
in the Senate. 
Standing Committee Due 

The standing committee, author- 
ized by the conference to be in 
overall charge of the _ various 
projects during the three-day ses- 
sions at the Astor, will be formed 
late this week. It will probably 


include about 12 members, ap-| 


proximately half of whom will rep- 
resent the various theatre craft 
unions. The standing committee 
itself may act as the proposed 
emergency committee to deal with 
attempts to reduce the operating 
costs of Broadway or touring 
shows that are in danger of fold- 
ing. 

Otherwise, small “operating 
units,” rather than full commit- 
tees, will probably be set up to 
work on the various projects out- 
lined at the recent conference. 
These will include a group to con- 
fer with N. Y. councilman Hugh 
Quinn on possible amendments to 
the municipal building code in 
New York. Another unit will work 
with the N. Y. state legislature in 
Albany for an appropriation to 
meet the. proposed fund from the 
rider to the federal education bill. 

In regard to the proposed ex- 
pansion of the Equity Library The- 
atre, Baum himself hopes to work 


with a group including Theresa. 
Hayden, active head of the ELT. 
As a preliminary, he | 


for Equity. 
hopes to arrange for Monday night 
performances of ELT productions 


at the City Center, N. Y., possibly | 


at a $1 top. Another unit will be 


named to try to work out the pro-_ 





| Kane at Bowling Green 


Bowling Green, O., March 22. 


| Whitford Kane will direct and 
| appear in the Bowling Green State 
‘Univ. theatre presentation of 
| “Hamlet” for five days beginning 
| April 26. He will give his 23rd 
portrayal of the first gravedigger’s 
| role in the play. 

He will also offer a series of pub- 
lic lectures on various aspects of 
the theatre: 


Ballet. Theatre Set For 
Ambitious N. Y., London 
Sked Despite Late Start 


Ballet Theatre, bouncing back 
into the dance picture this spring 
after almost a full season’s layoff, 
self-admittedly has its work cut 





out for itself, snagging bookings | 


for next season at this late date. 
Company, however, has some im- 


pressive plans both for this and 
next season, to maintain its former 
top standing. 
| spring season at Constitution Hall, 
Washington, Saturday night (19), 
grossing boff $6,928. 

Troupe opens at the N.Y. Met 
Opera House April 17 for a four- 
week engagement, after a three- 
week, out-of-town tour. Although 
contracts haven’t been signed, BT 
is set to play a six-week engage- 
ment at Covent Garden, London, 
starting July 1. Troupe won't 
dance in N.Y. this fall, this spring 
being its only ’49 Gotham appear- 
ance. Fall ballet scene will be 
taken up by Ballet Society (N.Y. 


a 


City Ballet Co.) at City Center, and | 
by Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo' 


and the Sadler’s Wells Ballet of 
London, at the Met. 


Although Ballet Theatre has had 
a half-dozen requests for dates) 
next season, it is waiting for the | 


Met engagement before setting 
any next season dates. Due to 
other troupes making their book- 
ings earlier, copping concert dates 
and halls, BT will have to do the- 
atre bookings in the main as 
before. This will mean sometimes 
having to take a theatre for a 
week instead of, preferably, a con- 
eert hall for a night. 


Ballet Foundation, which is sup- 
porting Ballet Theatre, has been 
raising funds this season to aid 
BT’s return to action, with a $200,- 
000 figure as its goal. Report is 


that about half of this coin has | 


been raised. This should be suf- 
ficient if the troupe’s Met season 
is at all Satisfactory. 





Company opened | 


Call of the Spot 


Marcel Hubert, cello concert 
soloist, decided to forego a 
tour this season, and joined 
the Metropolitan Opera or- 
chestra instead for the season 
just ended. Hubert plans to 
give up opera symph playing 
after this year, however. 

“Every time there was ap- 
plause for a singer,” he com- 
plained to his wife, Mildred 
Chagall, the concert manager, 
“I would feel like getting up 
to bow.” 











Muriel Smith, Matt Brooks — 


Figure in ‘Tartare,’ New 
Landeau London Revue 


London, March 22. 

Cecil Landeau is producing his 
first revue since his discharge from 
the Air Force, and has lined up 
$100,000 backing. Cast lineup com- 
prises Muriel Smith, late star of 
“Carmen Jones,” Zoe Gail, Claude 
Hulbert, Ronald Frankau, Marlana 
(South American dancer), Terra 
Kanova (star of the Russian Ballet), 
Douglas Robinson, Alfred Marks 
(both BBC comics), Phil Cardew 


and his BBC orchestra, and Migui- | 


lita and her Calypso band. Num- 
ber of sketches in revue have been 


written by Matt Brooks, American, | 


responsible for some of sketches 
in Val Parnell’s London Hippo- 
drome hit of last year, “Starlight 
Roof.” 

Show is titled “Sauce Tartare,” 
and opens at the Cambridge thea- 
tre April 18, replacing “Cage Me 
a Peacock,” with a $2.50 top, re- 
ducing admission to prewar level. 
While in America last November, 
|Landeau discussed possibility of 
show opening at the Biltmore, Los 
Angeles, and if show clicks in Lon- 
don, Landeau likely will do Ameri- 


can version under title of ‘“Lendon | 


Revue.” 





‘Adventure’ OK in London, 


London, March 22. 

“Adventure Story,” a _ colorful 
historical drama splendidly acted 
and produced, opened at the St. 
James March 17. Paul Scofield, a 
newcomer to the West End, scores 
as the conquering Alexander the 
Great. Play was well received and 
adds up as another triumph for 
author Terence Rattigan. 

Tom Arnold and Emile Littler’s 
lavish revue, “Latin Quarter Re- 
vue,” opened at the Casino, March 
'19 at a reputed cost of $200,00u. 
| Premiere was generally razzed by 
the majority of newspapers and 


ence. Show, playing twice nightly, 
was tightened up, and was much 
better received Monday (21). Out- 


‘Latin Quarter’ Should Do 


also by a restive minority audi- | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Talk of Pittsburgh show circles these days is the feud Kaspar 
_Monahan, drama editor of the Scripps-Howard Press, has picked out 
| for himself against Florence Fisher Parry, columnist on same paper 
| A former actress, she used to cover the shows, too. Seems that Mona. 
‘han hit the ceiling after he had raved about Judith Anderson’s pers 
| formance in “Medea” only to have Mrs. Parry come back in her Pillar 
not once but twice to say how the Anderson “Medea” was a lot of 
old-fashioned acting corn and left her unmoved. That was too much 
| for Monahan to stand, so he came back in his Show Shops corner and 
| tore into Mrs. Parry, pouring on the vitriol plenty, pointing out that 
if anybody ought to know about corn, she should, seeing as how she 
was once leading lady for the corn king of them all, Walker Whiteside 
Monahan relieved himself otherwise at length. So far, Mrs. Parry 
hasn’t made any reply to him. 





| Two scenes in “South Pacific” are figured sure subjects of conversa. 
tion in Broadway circles wher the Richard Rodgers-Oscar Hammer. 
stein, 2d, musical opens April 7 at the Majestic, N. Y. One is the num. 
ber in which Mary Martin takes a shower and shampoo on stage, then 
with her head covered with soap suds sings “I’m Gonna Wash That 
Man Right Outa My Hair.” Other is “A Hundred and One Pounds of 
Fun,” a comedy song-and-dance turn in which Miss Martin portrays a 
sailor and Myron McCormick does a hokum femme impersonation. 
Christian Science Monitor registered a violent dissent last week in 
Boston to the otherwise solid rave reviews the show has gotten. While 
acknowledging the “tireless laughter and applause” of the Opening- 
night audience, the critic found the musical dull, cited its “ribald 
humor” and “bawdiness” and called the score undistinguished. 





Samuel J. Friedman, pressagent for “At War With the Army,” at 
the Booth, N. Y., is using some of the most circusy exploitation seen 
on Broadway in years. Number of stunts have been arranged in co- 
operation with the U. S. Army, which issued an official directive ap. 
proving such tieups, even though the comedy’s theme is a rib of the 
military. Part of the campaign will be a presentation tomorrow (Thurs.) 
of service ribbons due eight ex-soldier cast members. Army is also 
distributing tickets for the show at a special servicemen’s rate, hag 
arranged to mention it in Army Week broadcasts and will have an 
“AWWA” jeep in the Army Day parade in New York. Among the 
other stunts is a “Be Kind to Brass Week,” starting March 29. 
| Assisting Friedman on the assignment are Sol Richman, in charge 
of exploitation tieups, and Maxine Keith, radio representative. 





Jose Ferrer, writing in the April Theatre Arts on “Television No 
Terror,” says (after admitting only one tele appearance, in “Cyrano de 
Bergerac’”’): “I firmly believe that although television is perhaps hurting 
the theatre at the moment, eventually it will be an enormous help. It 
will inevitably create a whole new galaxy of stars and popular favorites, 
performers and actors, whom the public will fight to see in person. The 
actors will have the training of having to memorize, as they do not in 
films or.on radio. The public will come, and will pay to see them in 
the round. I notice that phonograph records never hurt Heifetz.” 





“Finian’s Rainbow” benefited from St. Patrick’s Day activities, by 
scoring on five radio programs, one tele show and four pic breaks in 
the dailies. Guest shots featured Joe Yule; P. J. Kelly, his understudy, 
and Mary O’Fallon, understudy for femme lead Mimi Kelly. ‘Finian's” 
scored again when Mayor Kennelly of Chicago, speaking by phone to 
Lord Mayor of Dublin, Ireland (arranged by Herald-American) asked 
' the Lord Mayor, “How Are Things in Glocca Morra?’’ Incidentally, 
Miss O'Fallon went on for two performances recently when Miss Kelly 
was ill. 





“Two Blind Mice,” Samuel Spewack comedy about a Government 
agency that continues to operate years after being voted out of exist- 
ence, has stirred interest in actual cases of the kind. Three such 
offices, Precinradio, Inc., the Institute of Inter-American Transporta- 
tion and the U. S. Spruce Production Corp., were reported last week in 
a story from Washington, printed in the N. Y. World-Telegram. Spewack 
drew on his experiences with the Office of Wer Information in writing 
the play, current at the Cort, N. Y. 


Legit Bits 


Joe Magee, on leave from the First installment of a compliment- 
legit department of the William ary two-part article about Jed Har- 
Morris agency, has left the hos- ris appears in the current Sateve- 
pital where he has been under post, under Maurice Zolotow’s by- 





troit. oo 


posed theatrical storehouse in New 
York for scenery and costumes. 


Stamm Mulls Palm Beach 
Winter Stock Season; great’ cost by ine Florida State 
‘Vinegar’ in Plainfield Univ., is unsuitable for legit pro- 


duction, in the opinion of Broad- 
Newport, March 22. way professionals who have in- 
Sara Stamm, who operates the spected it. Auditorium is large 


Newport si heatre h ‘ : 
perched. bd = pecs pvt ; and handsomely laid out, but back- 


a. A local business man has Proscenium has a 56-foot open- 
nvited her to manage such a jng, but the stage is only about 
— for which he will build a 99 feet deep, with chap ds no 
eatre : ” cad 

: space in the wings. There’s no 

ae eae oon a “ — room for flies, as the stage ceiling 
tlie Fo Heati . d con- is only about four feet higher than 
ng and aX the proscenium. Pipe organ is be- 


conditioning equipment is being ; - gs 
installed, and Miss Stamm now ple preg ne y wthypee hg i 


figures on the possibility of ex- 
tending the schedule into the late | 


fall. Shows in Rehearsal 


“Cat and Canary” (road)—United 


Beefs Heard on New 
| Florida State U. Theatre 





Tallahassee, Fla., March 22. 








Co-op Stock in Jersey 


Plainfield, N. J., March 22. Stage Guild. 

Actors’ Theatre ‘49, group of “Happiest 
New York professionals, has open Macy. 
a cooperative stock season in the “Magnolia Alley” — Lester Cut- 
Park hotel annex here, offering ler. 
Paul Osborn’s “The Vinegar Tree.” “Traitor”’—Jed Harris. 
Second production, to open March 
30, will be “Separate Rooms.” 


Years” — Gertrude 


) Sircom’s Ohio Repeat 
Outfit includes Harvey Clement, Youngstown, O., March 22 
James Doll, _Lib Manning, Jean Arthur Sircom, director of the 
McBride, Doris Smith, Mark Smith, Youngstown Players, will return to 
Tom Taggart, Constance Kelly, the Playhouse next season. Group 
Richard Warren and Zack Waters. produced four plays under his 
supervision this season — “First 

New York Philharmonic-Sym- Lady,” “Hasty Heart,” “John Loves | 
phony has been booked for the Mary’’.and “The Winslow Boy.” 
ports Arena, Toledo, April 29, un- Emmet Bongar is the new tech- 





der aegis of Irving Teicher, De- nical director and has made vari- 
. «9: ous backstage ,improvements, 


standing among the international 
cast were Charlivels, Georges Gue- 
tary, Frances Day, Jack Durant, 


| Willie Shore, Elsa and Waldo, An- 


dre, Andree and Bonnie. Heavy 
advance bookings indicate that 
show is a likely success. 

“Foxhole in the Parlor,’ Elsa 
Shelley’s play produced at the New 
Lindsey theatre March 16, was well 
received. But it’s unlikely to meet 
with same success as “Pick-Up 


Girl,” author’s other play produced | 
at this theatre some two years ago. | 


Play, dealing with discharged 
soldier’s attempt to improve state 
of world affairs, has some very 
tense moments after slow start. 
Acting is good by competent cast, 
with Patricia Plunkett and Dick 
Bogarde particularly commendable. 
Joan Dickson is also perfectly cast. 


Longhair Shorts 


Bruno Zirato, Jr., director at 
CBS, and son of Nina Morgana, 
onetime Met soprano, and Bruno 


Zirato, co-manager of N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic Symphony, engaged to 
Barbara Reed Keefe. - 
Carleton Smith to Havana yes- 
terday (Tues.) as guest of Cuban 
government to establish a center 
for the National Arts Foundation 
there ... Jussi Jalas, Finnish con- 
ductor and protege of Jan Sibelius, 
will make debut in U. S. next sea- 
son, guest-batoning a Sibelius festi- 
val with the San Francisco Sym- 
phony, and premiering a new 
Sibelius piece, “Luonnotar.” * Jalas 
will also conduct several other 
major orchs. National Arts Foun- 





‘dation is bringing Jalas here, on 


Sibelius’ recommendation, guar- 
anteeing him $10,000 for fares and 
expenses. point 253) 85 


treatment for a heart ailment, and 
is now planning to sail April 16: on 
the Queen Elizabeth for a vacation 
in Cornwall and then Europe. In 
the meantime he’s a house guest 
with the Sol Jacobsons, in New 
Hope, Pa. . . . Ernest Martin, co- 
producer of “Where’s Charley?,” 
planed to the Coast yesterday 
(Tues.) for several weeks’ stay. 
While there he’ll powwow with 
Elliot Paul about the latter’s mu- 
sical comedy book. 

Alfred deLiagre, Jr., is due back 
this week from West Indies vaca- 
tion, but may stay another week 
... The Garson Kanins (Ruth 
Gordon) returned last week from 
the Coast and are_ reportedly 


readying a fall production of his’ 
new play, “The Sky Is Falling,” : 


with Ruth Chatterton as star... 
Reginald Denenholz, on leave as 
New Stages p.a., entered Mt. Sinai 
|hospital, N. Y., yesterday (Tues.) 
foxy an ear operation ... Sir 
C.driec Hardwicke, recently back 
irom London, is being sought to 
stage Lee Holland’s proposed 
Broadway production of the Lon- 
don play, “Breach of Marriage.” 
He may also star in a local edition 
of the West End hit thriller, “Gio- 
conda Smile,” or possibly in Ray- 
mond Massey’s presentation § of 
“The Hanging Judge” ... Tom 
Weatherly to Florida for a few 
days. 


Sol Jacobson is pressagenting 
Gertrude Macy's production of 
“The Happiest Years,” besides 
handling the incoming “Ivy Green” 

. Freddie Trenkler has returned 


to th cast of “Howdy, Mr. Ice”’ af- , 
ter touring with Sonja Henie’s | 


| “Hollywood Ice Revue”....Arthur 
| Treacher will star in “Blithe 
Spirit” for a local-subscription tour 
/of New England towns, April 18 
, through May 7. Alan Gray Holmes 
‘and Sid Sawyer are, presenting :. :.:. 





line....Katherine Cornell re- 
ported recovering from _ undis- 
‘closed ailment at St. Luke's hos- 
pital, N. Y. 

The Theatre Guild will probably 
bring the Shakespeare Festival Co. 
of Stratford-on-Avon to the U. S. 
next season. George Hume, gen- 
eral manager of the troupe, re- 
turned to: England over the week- 
end, after negotiating the deal.... 
Margo Jones has been sustained 
by the American Federation of 
Musicians in her dispute with Lo- 
cal 802 over the number of musl- 
cians required for her early-season 
production of “Summer an 
Smoke.” The parent union ruled 
that the play was not a musical, $0 
the production gets back the $6,- 
025 held in escrow. ... Frank Max- 
well has succeeded Gary Merrill 
in “At War With the Army.” His 
wife, Maxine Stuart, is already in 
the show...Margaret Websters 
“Macbeth” and “Hamlet” company 
will tour the strawhats this sum- 
mer. 


Melchiors Due Back From 
Africa Game Hunt April 2 


Lauritz Melchior and wife will 
return to N. Y. from South Africa 
by plane April 2. Met tenor and 
film star is completing a brief 
' South Africa concert tour, follow- 
ing a vacation there hunting big 
game. 

He'll do a short concert tour 
here in the east, and make alfresco 
/appearances at Lewisohn Stadium, 
N. Y., and Robin Hood Dell, Phila 
_delphia, in June or July. A film as 
_signment on the Coast for July oF 
| August is pending. ves gs OG 
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Plays Abroad 


The Bugle in the Bloed 
Dublin, March 15. 


National Theatre production of tragedy 
dn three acts by Bryan MacMahon. Staged 
by Ria Mooney. Set by Vere Dudgeon. 


s h 14, 49. 
At Abbey, Dublin, Marc Brid Lynch 


Maroya Trimble....---+> ; i Lyn 
DED. sesseebes Brian O’Higgins 
yay gs os rrr r ys Padraig O'Neill 


i Toal 
Evelyn McCann....e++:- _... Maire 
Botany Connell.......--Michael J. Bales 
Circus Jack.....+seere-:: Walter Mac! 
PET Te CT Jack McGowran 


Sire. Monahan cineaeear es Eileen Crowe 





Bryan MacMahon, already well- 
known here as a short-story writer, 
shows himself as a fine playwright 
in the Sean O’Casey tradition with 
this first effort for the Abbey. It is 
another tragedy of Irish political 
life — the inspiration of much 
Abbey work—centered on a small- 
town family whose eldest son, in 
jail for a political offense, has gone 
on a hunger strike. 


The mother will not write to 
plead with her son to give up his 
strike — at one time a common 


device by prisoners held on politi- 
cal charges. Her younger son, 
Andy, is the white-headed studious 
boy: her daughter, deserted by her 
husband, is pregnant and bitter; 
Joseph Trimble, her husband, is an 
invalid who longs for the end of 
political bitterness. The hunger 
strike ends in death and the bring- 
ing back of the youth’s body to the 
town. This event causes more 
strife and the rising up of the 
studious son, only to end in sudden 
tragedy for him, and fresh tragedy 
for the family. 

Tragedy, momentarily relieved 
by the natural comedy of the peo- 
ple, demands a great deal from its 
cast and reveals a fine standard of 
playing by Brid Lynch, Brian 
O’Higgins, Michael J. Dolan and) 
Walter Macken, who carried the 
main burden of the story. Jack | 
McGowran’s Indian peddler, Rab, 
is a clever character sketch from 
a young artist whe is particularly 
promising. The author shows a fine 
sense of the theatre and a natu-| 
ralness of dialog which provides 
Ria Mooney with an opportunity 
of producing an Abbey play which 
will go a long way to re-establish- 
ing the famous standards of the 
Irish national theatre. Mac. 


Interdit au Publie 
(No Admittance) 
Paris, March 2. 


R. P. Chamby and Maxime-Fabert pro- 
duction of comedy in three acts by Roger 
Dornes and Jean Marsan. Set by Philippe 


Hoffenbach. At the Comedie Wagram, 
Paris. 

Gabrielle Tristan......... Mary Marquet 
Gisele Montagne........... Nicole Vervil 
Nicole Guisard.......e...: Jane Longuet 
Francoise we seeocescee-Claire Neuville | 
Herve Montagne.......... Jacques Erwin 
SOGR BOVAUG . .-. 2. ccccccsss Robert Favart 
MGUSTE GUIOATE. «0c cccccee Maxine-Fabert 
Pierre Montagne......... Hubert Noel 
Stage Manager........... Christian Gallo | 





This behind-the-scenes comedy | 
concerns a successful playwright, 
his present non-actress wife, his 
ex-wife (a famous actress), her 
present film-actor husband, the 
grown actor son of the first mar- 
riage and his fiancee, a budding 
actress. The actress agrees to star 
in her ex-husband’s new play, but 
becomes furious when her son’s 
fiancee steals one of the big scenes, 
and refuses her consent to their 
marriage. In her rage she goes on 
stage and improvises a big scene 
of her own, and having won back 
her public, graciously changes her 
mind and allows the fiancee to 
take a bow with her. 


It is all very theatrical, frequent- 
ly to the point of caricature, but 
nevertheless quite funny. Jacques 
Erwin, as the playwright, is prop- 
erly bombastic and egotistical. 
Mary Marquet plays the actress 
with a hard authority, pointing up 
her comedy lines in a masterly 
fashion. The rest of the cast gives 
Solid backing to the two stars, | 
particularly Nicole Vervil as the. 
not too mousy wife of the play- | 
wright, and Claire Neuville as the | 
fiancee, whose success turns her, 
from a shy debutant actress to a’ 
temperamental fledgling star. 

A film version of the play is in 
preparation. Fred. 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
1623 Sunset Blvyd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 























FOR RENT 


Summer Theatre 


40 Miles from N. Y.; Star 
System Only; Fully Equipped 


Write to 
RICHARD STEVERS 
115 Moutross Ave., Rutherford, N. J. 


Equity ~ Mm, & 











|lusioned Nelly 


‘Nelly once her partial 
has been annulled, and it is pre- 


Le Silence de la Mer 
(Silence of the Sea) 
Paris, March 1. 
Pierre Beteille presentation of drama 
in i act by Vercors, adapted by Jean 
Mercure. At Edouard VII, Paris. 





le.. bus ewes . Constant Remy 
voune 7 ee eee Christiane Barry 
Werner von Ebrennac....Pierre Blanchar 
ist German Soldier......- Maurice Chevit 
2nd German Soldier...... Michel Nastorg 
Vercor’s famous story _ has 


reached the footlights in a remark- 


‘able adaptation by Jean Mercure. 


(It also will soon be seen on the 
screen.) 

The story concerns a German 
officer quartered in the home of a 


Frenchman and his niece, and the | 


wall of silence they rigorously 
maintain against him, until, dis- 
illusioned by the actions and atti- 
tude of the Nazis, he announces 
his request to be transferred to 
the Russian front. Only then does 
the girl break the silence with a 
faintly whispered “Au revoir.” 

Since the piece is practically a 
monolog by the German, it is a 
tour de force on the part of the 
adapter to make it dramatic. In 
this he is wonderfully assisted by 
the remarkable acting of Constant 
Remy and Christiane Barry, who 
succeed in making their very 
silence tense and moving. 

There’s only one set, the interior 
of a French country house, two 
minor characters and three major 
roles. Pierre Blanchar as the Ger- 
man gives a fine performance. He 
is not the typical villainous Nazi, 
but a man confused and disoriented 


|by the ideas with which he has 
‘ been 


indoctrinated, in which, be- 
cause at heart he is an idealist, he 
loses confidence. Fred. 


Nous Avons Tous Fait 
La Meme Chose 


(It Could Happen to Anybody) 
Paris, March 15. 
Martine de Breteuil production of 
comedy in three acts by Jean de Letraz. 
Directed by de Letraz. At Theatre de la 
Potiniere. Paris. 


| CEMOPIO. os rvelcccoeevees Martha Sarbel 
Mime. Delmet....rcecscececss Mady Berry 
DUODRANG. . wc cvcccesecces ..Pierre Louis 
RRR rere ce Helene Ronsard 
BPERERGED. . oc cccrocereereees Luce Feyrer 
BEE Wi 6 6:0.0.0d4066 004005 Henri Guisol 
i... CPE N TT eee Huguette Vergne 





“Trouble is,” says the hero of 
this amusing comedy, “a woman 
came into my life before another 
one had time to get out.” And 
Armande, Remi’s mistress, sets her 
foot down in no uncertain manner 


|as soon as she finds out about his 


marriage to Nelly. In fact, she 
prevents its completion and tells 
Nelly that she is prepared to fight 
for him. As a result, the disil- 
decides to throw 
herself into the arms of the first 
comer, who happens to be a young 
lawyer. Needless to say the two 
fall in love, but the lawyer also 
has a_ mistress. He, however, 
makes a complete break and is 
prepared at the end to marry 
marriage 


sumed that Remi and Armande, 
his mistress, will be reconciled. 
The first act is slow, but the 
second gathers momentum and the 
third is firstrate comedy. The au- 
thor ingeniously repeats in this 
act, almost word for word, the 
first-act scene in which the worldly 
Armende tells off the naive Nelly, 
who repeats all her arguments 
when she herself is faced with the 
lawyer’s fiancee, Yvette. 
Helene Ronsard, as Nelly, carries 


almost the entire weight of the. 
play and turns in a fine perform-| 
ance. 


Luce Feyrer as Armande is 
also excellent, and Henri Guisol as 
Remi is quite funny. The veteran 
Mady Berry, Pierre Louis and 
Huguette Vergne are all good in 
supporting roles. The single set- 
ting of a country-house living room 
is bright and tasteful. Comedy has 
possibilities for an American pro- 
duction. Fred. 





Haydon Switches Role 


Reno, March 22. 
Julie Haydon opens tomorrow 


_(Wed.) for three days at the Civic | 


Auditorium in “The Glass Menag- 


| erie.” This is first time she’s play- 
ing the mother role after playing 


the daughter part for two years on 
Broadway. 

Charles Dunleavay of Detroit is 
the producer-director. 





THEATRE ’49 ‘STOOPS’ 


Dallas, March 22. 

Theatre 49 opened its seventh 
production Monday (21) with a re- 
vival of “She Stoops to Conquer,” 
by Oliver Goldsmith. The play will 
run three weeks in the Gulf play- 
house. 

Directed by Margo Jones, the 
play will present the entire perma- 
nent troupe of actors supplemented 
by four local college drama 
students. 


DOLIN, MARKOVA OFF 


ON SOUTH AFRICA TOUR 


Anton Dolin, Alicia Markova and 
‘their personal manager, Alfred 
Katz are flying to London today 


(Wed.) enroute to Johannesburg, 
where the dancers open a South 
African tour April 4. They'll tour 
South Africa for two months, under 
local management of Alex Cher- 
niavsky. Dancers are due in Lon- 
don for the Harringate Festival in 
August, then make a British pro- 
'vincial tour until December. 

' Katz will be back in the U. S. 
in mid-June. 








Plays on Broadway 


The Sun and I 


New Stages presentation of comedy- 
drama in two acts and prolog by Barrie 
Stavis. Directed by Boris Tumarin. Sets 
and lighting, Robert Gundlach; costumes, 
Grace Houston. At New Stages, N. Y., 
March 20, °49. 


Gad ek eee : Joseph Silver 
Zebulun awa ate ..Maurice Shrog 
NEN: i000 Rees bweeee o's Ben Irving 


DN; oc. shine epee wia a8 ee Mort Neudell 
Saray ey Peer. George Habib 
EC 4:55 6 600 bebeN GOO ESS John Randolph 
PRIMED v's 2 6 wen 0.06 vee hon's 6 Jack Manning 


PEE +o verse Vebovenboeeeu Richard Kiley 
| eee eer ee Peter Hobbs 
(| AERC et Louis Hollister 
SO ee ee ene re Karl Weber 
BiSVG TOG. 6 cevcesc: . Salem Ludwig 
EOE... av + haves e hes Nancy R. Pollock 
) Seer recs Peter Capell 
Executioner..........+. , Richard Kiley 
Malfi wh oe Rhw bade aes Merrill E, Joels 
WE 5 & a> 600.0 600054 6% Martin Tarby 
Harpist.......cccccces.s- Michael Howard 
Pe" Pere ee ee Florence Luriea 
SA ee Mort Neudell 
PEE. voc eenneneeeese Kermit Murdock 


Louis Hollistet 
.. Willard Swire 
. Michael Howard 


Footwasher.. 
Sharshees 
Shilah 


ee ee ee 


er ee 


An Engineer....... William Brower 
A Warrior .....Frederick de Wilde 
First Guard Eugene Paul 


Salem Ludwig 
William Brower 


Second Guard.. se ‘ ;: 7 ” 
Big Worker 





“The Sun and I,” variation of 
the play written by Barrie Stavis 
and his late wife, Leona, which the 
Federal theatre staged in 1937, is 
|an interesting though not success- 
|ful production. 
| subject matter, approach and per- 
formance, it fails because of its 
confused thinking; talky rambling, 
and lack of humor. But 
‘worth New Stages’ re-staging. 


Biblical story of Joseph in Egypt. 


|It tries to preach that force can- | 


{not be used as a weapon of faith, 
while seeing an analogy to present 


|'times in its story of the struggle | 


of freedom against power. The 
analogy of the dictator-motif is a 
little too strained. So at times is 
the colloquial quality of the dialog. 
The King James version is still 
better. For a_ serious’ subject, 
too, characterizations and situations 
border occasionally too close to the 
ridiculous. 

Performance and staging is quite 
creditable. Karl Weber handles 
|the many-sided, difficult role of 


Joseph satisfactorily. Kermit Mur- | 
dis- | 
i R. Pollock occa-| 
' sionally makes the role of Vash- | 


dock portrays Pharaoh with 
tinction. Nancy 


/nee a confusing contradition of 
'simpering fool and sagacious poli- 


_tician, but on the whole gives a. 


telling performance. Peter Capell 
makes a strong impression as the 
| philosopher - statesman, 
_Martin Tarby is amusing as a fool- 
ish Potiphar, Merrill E. Joels is 
satisfactory as the jealous Malfi, 
and a large supporting cast adds 
good bits. Bron. 





Johnny Casey 

The New School’s Dramatic 
Workshop offered a confused and 
ineffective work in its production 
of “Johnny Casey,” which opened 
Friday (18) as the latest in its 
repertory productions at the Presi- 
|dent, N. Y. The Franklin Irving 


| play about a baseball player who is | 


|a fanatic about the game is tedi- 
‘ously paced, with muddled char- 
| acters. limp dialog and perplexing 


| plot. The production has a few in- | P 


| dividually good scenes, among 
‘which a takeoff on the announcing 
of a ballgame is standout. 

Cast consists of Dramatic Work- 
shop alumni, who give capable, 
though not exceptional perform- 
ances. The title role s handled 
by Al Henderson, with Robert 
'McCrane, James Walsh, Anne Cer- 
valo and Sara Farwell in subordi- 
nate parts. 





Dorfman Due Out of Hosp 

Pressagent Nat Dorfman is ex- 
pected to leave Mt. Sinai hospital, 

N. Y., within a few days and will 

recuperate at home from peri- 
tonitis, with which he was stricken 
last week. Ailment resulted from 
an accidental perforation of the 
stomach. 

Pending his return, his associ- 
‘ate, Mary Ward, is handling pub- 
_licity for “Born Yesterday,” at the 
| Miller, N. Y¥. 


Appealing for its, 


it was | 


Play is a modern telling of the, 





Play Out of Town 


Tongue in Cheek 
Hollywood, March 22. 


Ross Hunter and Jacque Mapes presen- 
tation of musical revue in two acts (21 
| scenes). Words and mysi¢ by, Earl Brent. 
| Sketches by Charles Faber. Additional 
| words and music by Buddy Pepper. Di- 


| 











rected. by Hunter. Production under 
supervision of Harry Zevin. Dances and 
musical numbers staged by Lester Horton 
and Bella Lewitzky. Costume direction, 
Maria Donovan. Musical dirsction, Paul 
| Owen. Production design by Mapes. Duo 
| pianists, John Latimer, Edward Green. 
Opened at Las Palmas, Hollywood, March 
21, ’49; $3.60 top. 

Cast: Arlen Allen, Earl Barton, Wilda 
Bieber, Kenneth Brewer, Libby Burke, 
Jenina Carroll, Joyce Elaine, Roy Fitzell, 
Sandra Gould, Dick Hurhphreys, Ross 
| Hunter, Frances Irvin, Jani Lawrence, 
| Vivian Lloyd, Patricia Lynn, Peter Mar- 
shall, Bert May, Danny Scholl, Roberta 





Stevenson, Gloria Stone, Jimmy Thomp- | 


son. 





| Encouraged by the 
“Lend An Ear,” which 
cally nine months ago, Ross Hun- 
ter and Jacque Mapes have come 
up with what they obviously hope 


success of | ; 
bowed lo-| 7°U ll have a lot of fun. 


will be the second Hollywood-orig- | 


inated revue to click on Broadway. | 
ee , | really wart to do—and not just to 


It’s a vain hope. Although pre- 
opening scuttlebutt 


favorably to “Ear,” the only thing 


compared it) 


the two shows have in common is. 


the’ theatre in which they pre-| 
miered. 
Hunter and Mapes have been | 


two years in getting “Tongue” on 
the boards. Production coin was 
more readily forthcoming after 
“Ear” lent an impetus to Coast pro- 


duction. But “Tongue” proves once | 


again that material which is hilari- 


ous on the Beverty Hills circuit is | 


not necessarily commercial. 

“Tongue in Cheek” is an ambi- 
tious formula revue which has lit- 
tle to distinguish it. None of its 
' tunes is anywhere near Hit Parade 
caliber, and only one or two of its 
20 production numbers could be 
salvaged for Broadway, The com- 
| plete revision necessary to insure 
even a limited Gotham run amounts 
almost to an entirely new produc- 
tion. 

The show is peopled by energetic 
unknowns, some of whom 


| cast is Sandra Gould, who recently 
has been devoting most of her time 
to radio. 
|is far better than her material, and 

manages to give the show its few 
| highlights. 


appears in several numbers (a la 
Bill Eythe in “Ear’’), best of which 
is “The World’s Oldest Boy Vio- 


sion. 


‘the theatre there will 


Author Alfred Golden 
Suggests $2 & $5 ‘Bets’ 
For Legit Financing 


New York. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

I have been at work on a plan 
which would enable you to Step 
inside any ticket broker agency 
on Broadway, consult listings of 
prospective plays and players, and 
place a bet (pardon me, I Mean 
make a small investment) of $2 
or $5, or even as much as $50 on 
the production of your choice 
Within five or six weeks—after the 
New York critics’ reviews have ay. 
peared—you would learn whether 
you had drawn an also-ran or have 
backed a winner destined to bring 
you a return anywhere from 100% 
to 1,000% on your money. And 
even if you don’t make a million 


Here you will have a Steady 
stream of capital flowing into the 
theatre, bringing to light new 
plays, new talents, and glowing re. 
vivals of ol«c plays. With worry- 
free producers doing shows they 


please a few big investors—the 
theatre is bound to take on a zest 
and excitement unknown to these 
times. 

I have my plan worked out in 
detail, and as my contribution to 
the legitimate stage I stand ready 
to turn the whole thing over free 
of charge to a responsible group 
of theatre people representing the- 
atre owners, producers,  play- 
wrights, actors and ticket brokers. 
From representative workers in 
be formed 
a non-profit organization to super- 
vise all productions offered to the 
public for backing. Legal require- 
ments will be met and regulations 
established to protect the public. 
Only responsible producers will be 
permitted to participate, and all 


| dealing with the public’s money 


show | 
promise. By far the standout of the | 


A clever comedienne, she | 


Co-producer-director Ross Hunter | 


| theatre technicians, but 


will have to be bonded. Every con- 
ceivable precaution will be taken 
to see to it that you get “a run 
for your money.” 

My plan envisions not only in- 
creased employment for actors and 
the dis- 
tribution of profits for each play 
produced successfully. First there 
will be profits to those who invest- 
ed in it, then there will be a fair 
share of profits to the producer 
who guided the play to its success. 
There will be additional income 


$ ) _to ticket brokers, but what is most 
| linist,” and makes an okay impres-| important of all, a share of the 


profits will go directly into a fund 


Brought in for $29,000, “Tongue” | providing for the subsidization of 
has only a fair chance of earning | playwriting and acting talent, the- 
back its production cost, local in-| atrical instruction and research. A 
terest being what it is. However,| portion will be donated directly 


in this tiny (388-seat) house, it 
means a near capacity run of about 
| six months—and the final weeks 
are undoubtedly going to be tough 
sledding even with the emphasis 
on local Jokes to intrigue Holly- 
woodites. Kap. 


College Show 


All That Glitters 


Williamstown, Mass., March 19. 

Cap and Bells (Williams College) pro- 
| duction of musical in four scenes by 
| Stephen Sondheim. Adapted from “Beg- 














Arrafi. | 





| gar on Horseback” by George Kaufman,! 


and Marc Connelly. Directed by David 
C. Bryant, assisted by James Van Wart. 
Scenery and costumes by Otto W. Sie- 
bert, II. Piano accompaniments by Gerald 
F. O’Brien and Sondheim. Musical num- 
ber “Drink to Zee Moon” written in col- 
laboration with Alice - Hammerstein. 
Special dance by Ida Kay. 
special arrangement with Samuel French. 


At Adams Memorial theatre, Williams- 
town, Mass.; $1.20 top. 

Bie, ee eee Ronald Moir 
Cynthia Masom ....-.... Jeannette Foisey 
Po) eee Howard Erskine 
Fe Martin Luthy 
- *. RS Caroline Bidwell 


rere er Betty Disell 
: . James Disell 
Secretaries Ted Farrow, Charles Hollerith 
RN re ey ee ae John Lasell 





ap and Bells of Williams Col- 
|lege has come up with an enter- 


|taining production. Although the 
1924 George Kaufman and Marc. 
‘Connelly comedy, “Beggar on 


| Horseback,” on which this is based, 
seems dated, musical is  profes- 
sional and funny. 


to the coffers of theatrical chari- 
ties. 
Alfred L. Golden, 


, Caligula’ in Coast Bow 


Hollywood, March 22. 
“Caligula,” Albert Camus’ 





‘French hit, will get its U. S. pre- 


miere March 30 at the Coronet 
theatre as a production of the 
Circle Players, local legit group. 
Producer Jerry Epstein has set Al- 
bert Band to direct. 

James Anderson tops the cast 
which includes Terry Kilburn, 
Naomi Stevens, Mack Williams and 


| Strother Martin. 


Produced by | 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The original | 





Kaplan Joins MCA 


Harriet Kaplan, formerly in 
Metro’s play department in N. Y. 
and later with Michael Sloane- 
Paula Stone legit production, has 
joined the musical comedy casting 
and script department of Music 
Corp. of America. 

She was also casting director 
with Mike Todd for a time. 


—_/ 





Love” and “I Must Be Dreaming.” 
The show’s outstanding number, 
however, is “The Bordelaise.” 
Great credit goes to director 
David C. Bryant and his assistant 
James Van Wart for obtaining the 
results they do. Talent, with very 
slight singing ability, is selected 


text is followed in its entirety,| from the student body; the femme 
| satirizing the Babbitts, with a semi-| contingent from the wives of the 


ballad pantomine substituted for 
the pantomine of the original play. 
The substituted pantomine, based 
on the moves in a chess game, with 
Ida Kay as the featured dancer, 
slows the pace set by the previous 
scenes, 

The music and lyrics have been 
composed as an integral part of the 
|play, and Stephen Sondheim dis- 
| plays great potential ability as a 
'lyricist-composer. Broadcast Mu- 
, Sic, Inec., has published an album 
| of five of the show’s tunes—‘‘When 
I See You,” “Let’s Not Fall in 
| Love,” “I Love You, Etc.,” “I Need 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 








students (G.I.’s) and the local vil- 
lage. Bryant displays a flair for 
inventive. business and the han- 
dling of crowd movemént. 
Several of the embryo thesps 
come up with standout per 
formances. This is particularly 
true of James Disell in the part 0 
Homer, showing a fine sense 0 
timing and characterization. ~~ 
ard Erskine as Albert Rice 4 
plays a_ professional versatility; 
Martin Luthy handles the satire 
Mr. Cady with humor. Ted F@ 


row and Charles Hollerith are 
okay as the secretaries. Russ. 
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Bix Papers vs. P. O. Hike 


her segment of the publish- 
a eeasey voiced its complaint 
to the House Post Office Commit- 
tee in Washington Monday (21) 
against the proposed sharp in- 
creases in second class mailing 
rates. Z 
spokesmen for Associated Busi- 
ess Papers, an association of 130 
business publications, argued that 





class would be forced out | 

pet iness if the bill increasing | 
the postal rates 1s passed. The 
sure, 
Sad class rates sharply. ABP | 
told of a study it made of 191 busi- | 
ness, technical and scientific pub- | 
lications. Of those, 51% earned an 
average of only $10,423 in 1948. If | 
H. R. 2945 had been the law, they | 
would have suffered an average 
net loss of $3,605 in the first year 
and $14,187 in the second year. In 
addition to which, there are pre- 


dictions of advertising declines 
after this year. 
Magazine spokesmen have al-| 


ready attacked the bill, urging that 
only 2 moderate increase in rates | 
be provided. Spokesmen for the 
daily press have been mixed on the 
subject of the bill. Uncle Sam now 
loses about $500,000,000 a year on 
the Post Office Department. 





SRL’s ‘Bogus Bestsellers’ 

Bestseller lists, a sore subject 
for a long time in the book trade, 
with* ramifications in show busi- 
ness, are getting a going-over in 
the forthcoming ‘March 26) issue 
of the Saturday Review of Litera- 
ture. Article, titled “Bogus Bestsell- 
ers,” and in the main a rap at the 


N.Y. Times and N.Y. Herald Trib-| 


une for what are called carelessly- 
compiled lists based on phoney re- 
ports from bookshops, has already 
stirred up quite a rumpus. 

(Considerable ruckus was caused 
in the book trade and film indus- 
try about a year ago when VARIETY 
disclosed that picture company 
story editors had been approached 
by a New York press-agent who 
offered to put any volume they 
named on the best-seller lists for 
a very nominal fee. P.a. claimed 
that by the judicious buying of 
100 or so copies in selected book- 
stores throughout the country he 
could heavily influence the reports 
on which lists are based. Film eds 
refused to go along with him, al- 
though it was agreed that what he 
= appeared perfectly pos- 
sible. 


The Times, getting word of the 
survey, has already had its attor- 
ney write a letter to the SRL, 
stating the piece was libelous and 
an attack on the integrity of the 
Times, and (since the piece has al- 


'gardless of the 


ready gone to press), demanding a | 


retraction. 
Sunday ed, said the survey was 
made without the Times being con- 
sulted or its system checked, and 
that no advance proofs were offi- 
cially sent him, although he got 
them second-hand. Markel 


Lester Markel, Times | 


they “are hardly scientific,” “lack 
the validity claimed for them,” and 
are full of discrepancies. SRL cites 
instances where it claims Billy 
Rose’s “Wine, Women and Words” 
was slighted on some lists; points 
out that Macy’s terrific book sales 
don’t even figure in one list, etc. 

Mag claims (and cites instances) 
that (1), the reporting book stores 
are chosen with little regard to 


i statistical justice; (2), ti 
51% of all business papers mailed | book aces are net weighted as te| 


sales volume; (3), lists of reporting 


| book stores do not compensate fot 
R. 2945, would up the | geographical inequalities; (4), many 


book stores do not keep an accurate 
count of titles sold; (5), “literary” 
titles are frequently favored, re- 
true facts; (6), 
sometimes indicate 
than large inven- 
slow sales: (7), best- 


“bestsellers” 
nothing more 
tories and 


| Seller lists are usually three weeks 


out of date; (8), “practical” books 
are inconsistently handled: and 
(9), long-term bestsellers are usual- 
ly ignored, 





Dance Encyclopedia 


A show biz find is “The Dance 
Encyclopedia,” by Anatole Chujoy 
(Barnes, $7.50). The first encyclo- 
pedia of the dance in any language, 
the 550-page tome is thus the only 
such comprehensive reference 
book in the field. It covers the 
dance from its beginnings to today 
in all its ramifications—ballet, tap, 
modern dance, ballroom—its pres- 
ent-day sweep for instance running 
from Gene Kelly, Fred Astaire and 


Ray Bolger, to Martha Graham, 
Alexandra Danilova and Alicia 
Markova. Book not only covers 


dancers, nee and present, with ex- 
tensive biogs, but also includes 
composers, designers, critics, ballet 
terms; data on w.k and unfamiliar 
ballets, basic agreements; AGVA: 
AGMA; Equity and Chorus Equity 
contracts; various types of mana- 
gers; various forms of stage shows; 
costume, design, criticism, aesthe- 
tics, and even recordings on the 
dance. 

Chujoy, who is author of several 
books on dance, and 
publisher of Dance News, monthly 
dance trade paper, has compiled a 
comprehensive yet succinct book. 
Items are necessarily terse and 
brief, but quite adequate. Style is 
readable and plain, yet scholarly 
and authoritative. Book also con- 
tains many longer articles on 
standout angles or subjects by 
prominent contributors, such as 
George Balanchine’s “Ballet in 
Films;’” Boris Romanoff’s “Opera 
Ballet;” Emily Coleman’s “Bal- 
letomania in U. S.;” Edwin Den- 
by’s “Dance Criticism,” ete. 

Contributors also include Fred- 
erick C. Schang, Walter Terry, 
Pear] Primus, Lillian Moore, Barry 
Hyams and others, writing on 
Swedish, Soviet, Spanish, African, 
American dance or ballet; on Ar- 
gentina, Nijinsky, Diaghilev, Deni- 
shawn, Fokine, Pavlova, etc. One 
would wish for a one-line descrip- 


‘tion of what some ballets are 


also_ 


stated that his phoned protest had | 


nace A resulted in a couple of 
strongly “libelous” sentences being | 
killed in proof. The Times list, he 
insisted, is made up scientifically, 
and isn’t haphazard; the Times | 
gets reports from 208 bookstores | 
and carefully weighs and compen- 
sates their lists. Another Times 
editor said “the whole thing is an 
absolute lie.” 

Mrs. Irita Van Doren. Herald 
Trib book ed, also states that the 
SRL didn’t contact the Trib before 
or after, or send it proofs. Trib 
has no plans now for answering 
the article, she said, although it 
may change its mind. The article, 
she said, is full of excessive state- 
ments, inaccuracies and misinter- 
pretations of facts. 

Advance comment from story 
uyers in N.Y. film departments 
has been. cautious, one department 
head, however, stating that film 
companies have been aware of the 
laxity” in the lists for some time, 
and have governed themselves 
accordingly. These lists, he said, 
were quite an item in the thinking 
of Hollywood once, but aren't now, 
adding that film companies don’t 
ay too much attention to the lists 
n their buying. 

Booksellers around the country. 
Owever, do. SRL is already getting 
Pre-publication comment. one 
message stating that “book sales 
and bestseller lists have nothing 
‘n common”; another message say- 
ing “it’s about time compilers of 
Such lists were forced to report 
the facts as they are,” and still an- 
other thanking the SRL for “finally 
exposing these lists for the rotten 
Sham they are.” 
th SRL, claiming it is not attacking 
wad imes or Trib but their sources, | 
. ade a survey of bestseller lists to 
ome up with the conclusion that | 

$f wate FiS4 SF:35 &€ ‘ 


' Manhood __ of 


about, although otherwise there is 
full description of 
premiere casts, location, and other 
important data. Bron. 





Philly ‘Obscene’ Decision 


“Dirt for dirt’s sake” must be 
proved in order to ban a book 
under Pennsylvania’s obscenity 
laws, according to a decision hand- 
ed down by Judge Curtis Bok in 
Common Pleas Court, Philadel- 
phia. Mere vulgarity or coarse- 
ness is not enough. The decision 
brought to a climax a year-long 
dispute over the right of the local 
police to clamp down on bookstores 
and seize books they consider ob- 
scene. The decision, in effect, re- 
sulted in the discharge of five 
booksellers, who had been brought 
to trial for violation of the Penn- 
sylvania state code, which makes it 
an offense to “publish or sell filthy 
and obscene books.” 

The books under question were: 
“Young Lonigan,” “The Young 
Studs  Lonigan,” 
“Judgment Day” and “A World I 
Never Made,” all by James T. Far- 
rell, and published by Vanguard 
Press; “Sanctuary” and “Wild 
Palms,” by William Faulkner, pub- 
lished by Random House; “God's 
Little Acre,” by Erskine Caldwell, 
published by Random House; “End 
as a Man,” by Calder Willingham, 
published by Vanguard, and 
“Never Love a Stranger,” by Har- 
old Robbins, published by Knopf. 

Judge Bok, claiming none ob- 
scene, said: “Obscenity is measured 
by the erotic allurement upon the 
average modern reader; the erotic 
allure is measured by whether it 
is sexually impure, calculated in- 
citement to sexual desire; or 
whether it reveals an effort to re- 
flect life, including its dirt with 
reasonable accuracy and balance. 
«ae \ Ee 2 we, ; 7 Xn 


is editor- 


composers, | 


I have read the books with 
thoughtful care and find they are 
not obscene as alleged.” 


CHATTER 

Jessyca Russell’s writers’ News- 
letter passed its second birthday. 
| Buck Herzog in Hollywood on his 
; annual roundup of film interviews 
for the Milwaukee Sentinel. 
| _ With its March 26 issue, Satur- 
| day Review of Literature is hitting 
| a 25 year high, with a 100,000 print 

order. 

Max Weinberg, Metro’s eastern 
‘shorts representative, authored 
| several fillers in the April issue of 
| Coronet. 








|comic monthly, for its annual spoof 
'of national magazines has selected 
| Holiday for this year’s satire. 

| Lyn Atha appointed fashion edi- 
tor of Seventeen magazine. She 
was formerly assistant director of 
fashion publicity at Lord & Taylor. 
| Geoffrey Homes closed a deal 
with Librarie Gallinard of Paris 
for the publication of his book, 
“Build My Gallows High,” in 
France. 

Under a bill introduced in the 
Michigan State legislature, report- 
ers could not be forced to divulge 
| the source of their news stories by 
state governmental agencies in- 
cluding courts. Bill has been sent 
to judicial committee. 

Apex Books closed a deal with 
Jerry Lawrence, TV producer, for 
a volume of amateur drawings, in- 
cluding sketches by Don Defore, 
Reginald Denny and Don Wilson, 
who have appeared on the “Can 
You Picture This” charade pro- 
gram on KNBH. 

Carol Ryrie 


Brink’s ‘‘Narcissa 
Whitman,” a historical novel about 
Oregon, will be_ illustrated ‘bv 
Samuel Armstrong, Argosy art di- 
rector. 

Bob Thomas, Hollywood corre- 
spondent for AP, has a new assist- 
ant, Gloria Yarbrough. 


| ‘Howdy Doody’ | 


nent Howdy Doody ranch in its 
toy department, featuring all H-D 
merchandise. 

| The younger set’s interest in 
| video is also seen in the success 
| of the H-D hand puppet. The latex 
| rubber figure comes packaged in 
' a carton that looks like a TV set, 
with a cellophane window for the 
screen. Puppet can be worked in 
the box for a make-believe video- 
cast. 

Stone is also negotiating with 
RCA-Victor for two Howdy Doody 
record albums to be published this 
year, the first containing original 
songs, written and composed by 
Ed Kean, and the second, Mother 
Goose stories told by Howdy, also 
to be scripted by Kean. 
| A contract is also in the final 
stages of negotiation to cover over- 
all publication rights. Deal would 
include comic books, a 10c. book 

| and a 25c. book, which would total 
|a guaranteed minimum circulation 
' of 2,000,000. Offer from a feature 
' syndicate for a daily cartoon strip 
is also being mulled. 

| Requests for licenses have been 
| received from 30 apparel manufac- 
‘turers and from 65 firms making 
toys and novelties, ranging from 
wallpaper to lollypops. Stone’s pol- 
icy is to make tieups which will 
help promote the show but not 
to pact any product which might 
be a potential sponsor or compete 
with a potential sponsor. NBC 
shares in royalties received from 
licensed products. 


$1,000,000 Suits. 


Continued from page 1 















































the public regarding products of 
other manufacturers. 

The Radio Manufacturers Assn.. 
in a Chicago confab last week for 
the first time took cognizance of 
the situation created by the Ze- 
nith ads. A public relations pro- 
gram backed by “substantial funds” 
will soon be launched. Although 
not mentioning Zenith by name, 
| program is designed to provide 
an “objective, orderly and con- 
structive presentation of full in- 
formation on television,” including 
present broadcasting services and 
receivers in the present very high 
frequencies and the ultra high fre- 
quencies of the future. RMA de- 
clared that its plans were initiated 
last month before the “many re- 
cent statements, articles and _ inci- 
dents which caused confusion and 
misunderstandings regarding tele- 
vision by the public, radio dis- 
tributors and dealers, government 
‘and other interests.” 

Association’s president, Max Bal- 


,com, will appoint a committee to. 


Harvard Lampoon, college’s | 
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By Frank Scully 








Nutley, N. J., March 20. 


There is, if you'll pardon a pointed finger, a neurological test known 


| as the ‘Mayer thumb reflex.” It’s known in Hollywood, too. At Metro 


it is referred to as “checked off the 


lot.” 


At other lots they have other neurological signs to describe char- 


acters quaking in the luxury of a layoff. But enough of this. My job 
is definitions. So on to the K rations in Scully’s Psychiatric Word 


Book: 


K. 


uations; (2) Producers who confuse t 


KAINOPHOBIA: (1) Psychoneurotic dread of new things or new sit- 


elevision with trichinosis; (3) Radio 


stars who develop otitis media on hearing a new giveaway gimmick is 
about to reduce the swelling of their Hooper ratings; (4) People who 
can't stand James Cain, Bob Kane or Walter Kane. 


KARYOKINESIS: Typical mode 


of cell division. In HdAollywood, 


Mattewan or Joliet, any wing for the confinement of writers. 


KARYOPHAGE: An 
free-lance writer. 
KATERGASTIC REACTION: A 


intracellular 


orders which are dynamic rather than neurotic. 


sporozoon. Technical term for a 


term for simply psychotic dis- 


Comics who feel they 


are being scraped with a nutmeg-grater when listening to Fred Allen's 
voice, but find his gags most soothing to their egos when palmed off as 


their own. 


KERATIN: The basis of corny tissues, used to coat enteric pills like 


George Sanders. 


KERAUNOPHOBIA: Morbid fear of lightning. Obsession of directors 


whose pictures finish on firing a set. 


Fear that lightning or faulty 


wiring may ignite the set some night and blow the schedule, the bud- 


get and the director himself right 
office 


through the window of the front 


KERNIG’S SIGN: Reflex contraction and pain in hamstrung muscles 
when the thight is flexed and an attempt is made to extend the leg. 
Common to starlets who try to stand up after having failed to read the 
6-point clauses in their 7-year contracts 


KIERAN’S SPACES: (1) Interlobu 
the knowledge of John Kieran. 
KIESOW TEST: Small area on inn 


molars, which was found to be inse 


ulus 
like 


What kissing Bette Davis in ‘ 


lar spaces of the liver; (2) gaps in 


er surface of cheek touching lower 
nsitive to heat, cold or any stim- 
‘Winter Meeting’? must have been 


KINEPHANTOM: A false appraisal of the direction of a moving ob- 


ject. Familiar illusion 


where picture-goers observe the wheels of a 


covered-wagon in a western turning in the opposite direction to the 


actual motion. Even more common 


night 


This phantom helps the illusion that people like Robert 


when seen on windmill vanes at 
Taylor, 


Alan Ladd, Errol Flynn and Tyrone Power could fight their way out 


of a paper bag. 


KINESTHESIA: Sensations derive 


ears, giving sense of position and 
which actually is used as an asset by 
tors and location-hunters generally. 


d from muscles, joints and inner 
location. A psychotic symptom 
producers of outdoor epics, direc- 
In the Ford-Flaherty syndrome. 


KINETIC ENERGY: Capacity for doing work which a body possesses 
due to its motion. Theory that any picture dealing with the Santa Fe, 


Chisholm or Oregon trail can’t fail, 


look as if they are working. 


because it moves and the actors 


KLANG: Words associated through tonal resemblance; common in 


manic excitement. 


(1) Ex-fighters who become scenario writers and 


can only start and quit at the sound of a gong; (2) nuts who hear a bell 


and swear they are Fritz Klang. 


KLEPTOMANIA: Petty larceny raised to a mental illness and kept 


at that level as long as one has solvent parents. 


(Scenario-writers who 


steal from each other are not called “kleptomaniacs” but “adapters.”) 


KOINOTROPIC TYPE: A _ term 


and good mixers who are in the money because they 
producers, stars and even sponsors on the back. In 


syndrome. 
KOLYTIC REACTION: Checking 
stimulus. Western stars who get th 


“we” editorials, 
know how to pat 
the sychophantic 


for writers of 


or preventing the reaction to a 
eir faces slapped by trollops and 


never bat an eye, but shoot perfect strangers on sight because they 
get between them and the light in a poker game. 
KOPP’S ASTHMA: Laryngismus stridulus, which used to overcome 


Keystone characters in the long Sennett chases. 


year old male leads who have to fol 


Now confined to 40- 
low a fight sequence with a neck- 


ing interlude. Resulting heaves are frequently mistaken for passion by 


both the director and the public. 


KORSAKOW’S PSYCHOSIS: Polyneuritis resulting from a loused- 
up metabolism, in turn caused by insisting on billing even in Alco- 


holics Anonymous. 


Characterized by memory, orientation and reten- 


tion defects. In the Barrymore syndrome. 

KRAEPLIN: Kraut psychiatrist who lived through Bismark, the 
Kaiser and the first dementia praecox symptoms of Hitler. Authority 
on split personalities and manic depressives. Really the father of mod- 
ern psychiatry, which can therefore be briefly described as “just a 


lot of Kraeplin.” 


KRAUSEEND-BULBS: Sensory end-organs found in the conjunctiva 
and at premieres at Grauman’s Chinese, where the last flashbulb is 
reserved for the guy who plays the exit organ-music. 


KRAUROSIS: Shriveling or drying of a part. 


What happens when 


a Broadway male lead compares the script he signed for, and the one 


he is playing, now that the femme 
Arden to Ginger Rogers. 


lead has been changed from Eve 


KRISHABER’S DISEASE: A neurosis characterized by insomnia, 
vertigo, neuralgia and cerebro-cardiac disturbances. First experienced 
by a writer named Krishaber on learning that his longterm contract 
had four options a year and he was being dropped after 90 days just 
in time to catch a Greyhound bus from Hollywood to Germantown, Pa. 





direct the program to be started 


shortly. RMA also approved more 
complete video and FM statistics 


‘for manufacturers and_ broadcast- 
ers. RMA also pointed out that 
it has been urging the Federal 


Communications Commission to lift 
the freeze on video to bring out 
an allocation plan for UHF and 
to provide for a minimum overlap 
between VHF and UHF with the 
same standards for both services. 
Television Manufacturers Assn., 
formed Monday (21) in N. Y., simi- 
larly decried the Zenith ads urging 
strong action. Some at the meeting 
even urged a telegram to Pres. 
Truman, pointing out that Zenith’s 
“irresponsible” statements for its 
own selfish ends “could be imnstru- 
mental in causing further employ- 
ment dips throughout the coun- 
try.” However, action was placed 
in the hands of a committee. 
Formation of TMA was in proc- 
ess before the Zenith ads, but the, 





Zenith statements had the effect 
of hurrving the process. Organi- 
zation will attempt to provide tech- 
nical information and credit ex- 
change and work more closely with 
television broadcasters in a “mu- 
tuality of interests.” 

Temporary officers elected were 
Michael Kaplan, president of the 
Sightmaster Corp.; Robert G. Kra- 
mer, Remington Radio Corp.; Her- 
bert Mayer, Empire Coil, secre- 
tary; Abel Kessler, U. S. Tele- 
vision, treasurer. Currently, 16 
manufacturers are represented in 
TMA and an organization drive 
will be started to get in other 
manufacturers. 

Although Sightmaster and Em- 
pire Coil. suing Zenith, are mem- 
bers of TMA, action is not con- 
nected with the organization. The 
suit also seeks an_ injunction 
against Zenith to force them to re- 
frain from “deliberate disparage- 
ment of another’s goods.” 
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May. 


Broadway 


oe po Pye u due in from the harmonic” drew 3,000 at Public 


Donald Kirkley, Baltimore Sun) Music Hall, with over 400 turned | 


Fe | away. 

drama critic, in town last weekend) “Chin Park trimming its, straw- 

iam , _| hat season from o eight shows 

ten Marionie, Caribbean-cruising | hold within $45,000 budget set 
‘the Grace Line’s Santa Rosa. | Y,CItY: 

ees Milland in town for a 10-!), aes Bie ot Pg Ro of 28s | 

day vacation before returning to| cle of Our Lady” for Cleveland 

lage for Paramount's ‘Copper | 500’s Lyric Workshop. i | 

Mrs, Gregor Rabinovitch, wife of | sols nanal raked “Reiter to Heh: 

the film producer, trained to the) °”,, to French publisher who made | 


ss ] en 
ee (21) to visit her | down pavinent of 4000. 


Marilyn Maxwell in from the | —., oon D aong ll a 

Coast for advance ballyhoo on ae egy ple Druker, transferred 

Gishe horil oe preems at the +", oew’s in Providence, R. I. 
Lida Alma 


| 
| 





and Yianni Fleury, 


dancers, leave tomorrow (Thurs- | Vi | 
day) for Paris, where they'll join | jenna | 
Edith Piaf's revue. | Willi Forst’s “Vienna Girls” 


Jack Glenn, March of Time di-| ¢hosen to rep Austrian pix at 
rector and prexy of the egastern | Venice Biennale. 
oe ag ern ne, laid up at; Jose Ay <a ee ye 
arrytown hospital. ), ollywood, nke y 
Agent Henry Weise reported theft | eo le as cae. 
of $800 in cash and $1,000 in jewelg| Brazilian composer Ivo Cruz in 
held for clients in a robbery Satur- | Salzburg to play for a Red-White- | 
4 ae a varus | Bod (Asnexiona) boentonet. aa’ 
ofiices a r jay. sd iv ale o uc “kg m Vy 
Warner Bros. vice-prexies Sam- | Franz Krpatka and A. de Glahs be- | 
uel Schneider, Ben Kalmenson and | gan shooting, with Burgtheatre ac- 
Mort Blumenstock headed Coast-| tor O. W. Fischer in the lead. Pix 
wards over the weekend for studio | js directed by de Glahs. 
“— aa — oe ee Films — a on = _ 
onn Joseph, : |est pic, “Dr. Rosin,” story by Gus 
ontact for Metro’s ad-pub veepee | sh se and A. de Glabs. ) Burg- 
: oward pe Saline pa gd theatre actor Alfred Schnayder is | 
wo weeKS u y i é e star. 
Si Seadler, et al., on new cam- 





Havana date but returning here in 


Norman Granz’s “Jazz at Phil- | 


‘repertory season at the New thea- | 


| jured back, sustained in a fall. 


| ville, with BBC lining up a string | 


| Chiffon,” 


paigns. 

Betty Hutton and her husband, 
Ted Briskin, in New York until the 
end of the week following her ap- 

earance last weekend at the White 
ouse Press Photographers ball in 
Washington. 

Irving Jacoby, of Affiliated Film 
Producers, and Al Rosenberg, man- 
ager of McGraw-Hill’s text film de- 
partment, elected chairman and 


vice-chairman, respectively, of the | 


N. Y. Film Council. 
Cecelia Ager, former PM-Star 


film critic now freelancing, fell | 


down some stairs recently and 
broke leg and ankle. She’s home 
after 10 days’ hospitalization, but 
will be laid up for several months. 

Ezra Stern, Coast film attorney, 
returned to Los Angeles this week 
after huddling with Sargoy & 
Stein, industry copyright attorneys, | 
on a number of percentage-chisel- | 
ling actions against exhibs pending 


in California. | 


Spyros Skouras, prez of 20th- 
Fox, trekked to Philadelphia Mon- 


day (21) to accept a citation from | 
the city’s B’nai B’rith for his com- | 


pany’s contribution to democracy 
in making such pix as “Gentle- 


| Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 
| Maxie Rosenbloom into Mother 
| Kelly’s. 


Barry Gray back at Copa City | ] 
7 / | Quarter” at the London Casino. | 


lounge after trip to California. 

Emile Boreo suffered heart at- 
| tack and is seriously ill in hospital 
here. 

Rocco Vocco and Ed Wallerstein 
|among music industry toppers va- 
| cationing here. 
WOR-Mutual’s Norman 
‘ston in town to scan talent 
net’s new video setup. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Max Shulgolds celebrated 13th 
wedding anni. 


Living- 


London 


W. H. Squire, famed cellist and 
pop ballads composer, celebrating 
golden wedding. 

Lajos Biro, author and _ script 
writer for Sir Alexander Korda, 
left around $60,000. : 

Mariemma, Spanish dancer, in 
for a two-week season at the 
Princes Monday (21). 

Eille Norwood, veteran actor 
famed for his Sherlock Holmes 
characterization, left around $600. 

Danish Oscar for best European 
film awarded to “A Matter of Life 
and Death” (“Stairway to Heav- 
en”). 

“Slings and Arrows,” the Her- 
mione Gingold revue, closed at the 
Comedy Saturday (19) after 18 





weeks. 
David Drukker, of Charles L. | 
Tucker’s office, to New York in| 


May on the occasion of his son| 


| John’s wedding. 


George Minter, chief of Re-| 
nown, indie distrib outfit, off to) 
New York early April and plan-| 
ning to go on to the Coast. 

Vivien Leigh out of the Old Vic | 
tre for a few days due to an in-| 

Sam Browne has teamed up| 
again with Mary Naylor for vaude- | 
of broadcasting dates for them for | 
next month. | 

Stanley French, who succeeded | 
Firth Shephard as head of Firth | 
Shephard productions, has signed | 
Joan Greenwood for new play by | 
Ronald Jeans. 

Lesley Storm’s new play, “Black | 
which will star Flora | 
Robson, will have a six week pro- | 


'vincial tour prior to its West End 


for | 


presentation by E. P. Clift. 

Jack Golden, former Harry} 
Richman pianist, is responsible for | 
many of the sketches in Emile | 
Littler-Tom Arnold revue, “Latin | 


Next Linnit & Dunfee produc-' 
tion, replacing the ill-fated ‘“Love’s | 


a Funny Thing’ at Ambassadors,|in Europe to set up news service | 


will be “Dark of the Moon,” which 
won kudos at Lyric, Hammersmith. | 
Russell Swann to Paris and then 


'starts for USO-Camp Shows in) 


Germany, end of month. Return-| 
ing middle April to England to 


| open vaudeville season for Stoll 
| circuit. | 


Noel Coward’s “The Astonished 


| Heart” is to be filmed by Sydney | 
| Box at Denham, 


summer, 
Celia | 


early 


with Michael Redgrave, 


| Johnson and Margaret Leighton as | 


Gladys Ingles celebrating 13th 


anni at WCAE this month. 


Bill Thomas, Zelionople exhib, 
off for Greece to visit ailing 
mother. 

Frances Lanford hung up a 


|new money and attendance record 


| at Copa. 
Ariene Colyer, Marimba player, 


man’s Agreement” and “The Snake | 


starrers. | 

Despite. rave press, “Breach of | 
Marriage” failed at the Duke of 
York’s, being taken off Saturday 
(19), after only four weeks. Film | 
and Broadway rights, however, | 
have been sold. 


Burton Brown, formerly stand- | Fox, after director Henri Clouzot | 


ard American act Derickson and 
Brown, who has been doing a sin- 


subsidiary, to N. Y. on radio-video 
deal for Mexico dicker. 
Antonio Menase readying “The 


Blue Angel” in Spanish and dick- A 


ering with Fernando Soler, dean 
of Mexican actors, and Maria An- 
tonieta Pons, Cuban. for the leads. 

Edgar Kline readying world pre- 
miere here of his drama, ‘‘Song of 
Songs,” in which Thelma Johnson 
Streat, colored danseuse, who's giv- 
ing recitals herg, will have a lead- 
ing role. 





Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blud. Montparnasse) 

Andre Sarrut to London. 

Dave Lewis back from Spain. 

Gerry Mayer back from Italy. 

The Harry Novaks in their new 
Suresnes house. 

Tino Rossi booked for tour of 
Portugal and Spain. 

Wencie, the ventriloquist act, in- 
to the Lido nightclub. 

Laudy L. Lawrence now making 
his home in Chantilly. 

Tightrope artist Con Colleano 
boft at Medrano circus. 


| 
J. Cheever Cowdin to Italy, and | 


still mulling Germany 0.0. 
Dancer Irene Vinogradov pack- 
ing them in at the Carrere. 


Marty Schwartz writing from | 


Palestine on Metro stationery. 

Lacy Kastner about to go to 
Germany, his first trip since the 
war. 

Katherine Dunham in Switzer- 
land and then taking her troupe to 
Rome. 

Lorens Marmstedt, 
Terrafilm producer, in Paris for 
short visit. 

Kenneth Spencer giving a con- 
cert at the Salle Du Conservatoire 
today (Wed.). 

Newest nightclub to open, prep- 


Swedish | 


-_—_——— 


Hollywood 


Sam Bischoff laid u i ; 
a P with virus 


Diana Lynn laid u i 

throat, ~ P with strep 
ugh French leaves fo 

April 1. ¥ Landon, 
arry Cohn to Palm Be 

a ey siesta. ach «fig 

ore Schary made h 
member of Tau Delta Phi. rg 

Vanessa Brown, film actress 
graduates from UCLA in June. ' 

Dan Flynn in from Scotland as 
guest of the Victor McLaglens. 

Martha Scott entertaining her 
grandmother, 83, from Kansas City 

Maureen O'Sullivan elected 
prexy of the St. John’s Hospital 
Guild. 

Joel McCrea back in town after 
a Texas tour with “South of St 

| Louis.” ; 
George Jessel m.c. at California 
| State Senators’ annual banquet at 
| Sacramento. 

Robert Ford returned to desk as 
RKO film editor after recovery 
from heart attack. ; 

John Ford is walking on 
| crutches, as result of stumble on 
“Pinky” set at 20th-Fox. 

Lamar Trotti heads for Europe 
next month on a six-month leave 
| of absence from 20th-Fox. 

Maurice Maurer in from N, Y, 
to gander new product for Astor 
and Victoria theatres there. 

Bob Cobb to Florida to ogle 
Brooklyn Dodger rookies as pos- 
| sible members of Hollywood team. 
Richard Basehart cashed his first 
| dividend as one of backers of 
Broadway’s “Death of Salesman.” 

Lou Costello celebrated his 40th 
birthday on “The Killers” set at 
| Universal-International, with. Boris 
| Karloff furnishing the cake, 








ping for the tourist crowds, is the | 


Habana Madrid. 

Arthur Loew doing a hideaway 
in Paris—and just as conspicuous 
as a fly in a glass of milk. 

Bob Cody, midwest broadcaster, 


for 40 independent stations. 

Nicholas Bros. booked for Sport- 
ing Club in Monte Carlo after suc- 
cessful three month tour of Scan- 
dinavia. 

Andre Paulve and William Karol, 
of Peliculas Mexicanas, giving 
cocktail party for Mexican star, 
Maria Felix. 

March of Time and ECA hud- 
dling for a series of four pix on the 
Marshall Plan for stateside and 
European distribution. 

Serge Lifar again performing at 
Opera, but likely to concentrate on 
choreographing, now that he’s been 
reinstated with full rights. 

Ben Lyon in Paris for quick 0.0. 


Cecile Aubry, 19-year-old bionde, | 


inked to a long-term pact by 20th- 


cast her in “Manon,” her initial 
film. 


Pit.” 
John Howard Lawson, Clifford 


Odets and radio commentator Ar- he 


thur Gaeth among those participat- 


ing in the panel discussions of the | i 
Cultural and Scientific held at the | Charles Gaynor in town helping 


for World Peace to be held at the 


Waldorf-Astoria Friday through | Sketches 


| off for Havana on club and thea- 
| tre dates. 
| Meg Randall and Richard Long 
re for opening of “Life of Riley” | 
at Harris. 


| gle here for years, has now become | 
an agent and has joined the John- into the Theatre Des Champs 
nie Riscoe agency. _ | Elysees April 24—to be succeeded 
Issy Bonn due back from his by grand Ballet de Monte Carlo 
African. tour middle April and May 1, guest starring Tamara Tou- 

Fred Burleigh pick songs and, opens Moss Empire’s tour for eight manova. 
for annual Piayhouse | weeks as single, after which he) “Joan of Are” will be released 
will tour own revue, which is al- simultaneously in all European 





Sunday. ati | read ; 

y booked for six months. | count 
Paul N. Lazarus, Sr., contract | ° | “Caligula,” translated by Stuart ‘to RKO. Prawn "Sr ae ee 
manager for United Artists, who | Zurich ps from the French of Albert out one of the largest budgets for 


was stricken with a 


by today (Wed.) when it will be. 


possible to move him home or to! val at Locarno has been set for, 


a hospital in New York. 


Philadelphia 


Humphrey Bogart and —_— 





Bacall caught Thursday matinee of appearing at Corso theatre in “A after two years at the Whitehall. | 
“Detective Story” at the Locust to Caribbean Rhapsody,” for 


look over film possibilities. | time in this country. 
| Stadttheater, 


Elliot Wexler, who 
Benny Goodman and Buddy Greco, | 
has formed World Amusement, 


handles Donagh 


Inc., personal management agency. | 


cerebral | 
hemorrhage in Kansas City re-| 
cently, is considerably improved. | 
Tests are being made to determine in Zurich, en route to Austria. 


|“Happy as Larry,” it | " R 
‘translation, for its carnival preem. Show, which had to be taken Oe eet tie einiade Cie 
| ‘lie Spivak orch inked to. 


Camus, with a young Greek actor, | p; : : . 
_ By George Mezoefi _ | Michael Yannis, in the title role, hpeeeene Se _ 
Luise Rainer spent a short time was staged at the Embassy, with | W . 
ashington 
By Florence S. Lowe 


_ | press reaction mixed, despite | 
Fourth International Film Festi- | favorable premiere. 
“The Queen Came By,” tried out | 
July 8-17. “| at the Embassy last summer, re-|, J4mes Melton concerted here 
Stadttheater, Solothurn, staged places “Breach of Marriage” at the !ast Sunday (20). 
first German production of Rob- Duke of York’s, March 30, starring , Catholic U's speech and drama 
ert Morley’s and Noel Langley’s Thora Hird. Author R. J. Dekder- | department opens fortnight run of 
“Edward, My Son.” |feld’s other Embassy production, Shaw’s “Arms and the Man,” pro- 
Katherine Dunham and troupe “Worm’s Eye View,” still running | oe oD ment Langston, next Fri- 
first Bernard Delfont & Bert Mon-|, Harold “Best Year” Russell in 
'tague are resuming the tour of Ol-| town to speak at Anti-Defamation 
Basle, 
MacDonagh’s , : 
in German) Allan (former Vie Oliver stouge). Of his new tome, “Victory in My 


| to make room for the pantomime 


Ballet Champs Elysees will move | 


Joe E. Brown, felled here with a | 4 ’ | season, opens for Moss Empires Play at Cherry Blossom Ball, a first | 
recurrence of malaria he picked up | Manila March 28. in annual civic celebration, with 
while doing USO work during war, | | Allan Zee, of Loew's Capitol (New 
discharged from the U. S. Naval Rudy Robles, Filipino film actor | York) in charge of production for 


Hospital. Comedian went to Nor- who’s made pix in Hollywood, is 
folk, Va., to rejoin road company now appearing on stage at. the 
of “Harvey. Manila Grand Opera House. 

Jacinto R. de Leon, writer in 
Tagalog and English, has been ap-| 
| pointed editor of Philippine Movie- 
land, monthly devoted to the film 





Cleveland 


_ By Glenn C. Pullen | industry. 
Mills Bros. at Borsellino’s Club; Billy Rose and Eleanor Holm 
for week. | passed through recently; Rose says 
Norman Khoury opened new he is writing a column a week 
Carnival Club. | while on vacation, and may also 
Dizzie Gillespie jazz concert 40 a few travel articles. | 
inked here for April 10. | Romeo Villonco, Manila exhib 
Jack Schmunk, WEWS sales and owner of the Life theatre, 
manager, leaving staff May 1. Signed a contract with Alfred A. 
Jan Murray topping Vogue Room Boulle, Eagle Lion’s Philippine 
bal Henny Youngman due March distributor, for the construction of | 


| the Roxy theatre on Rizal avenue. 


Maurice Druker transferred) Tay Garnett and Bert Friedlob, 
from Loew’s State here to Loew American film men, arrived in 
house in Providence. | town recently to introduce a new | 

Jan Murray checked into Vogue sport, called roller speedway. 
Room show and Little Jack Little | Friedlob claims the U. S. is a ready 
into Borsellino’s Club. market for Philippine - made pic- | 


Bertica Serrano, dancer, leaving tures in English with Philippine | 
Alhambra, Club, April 1, for, backgrounds. tg 


Mexico City 

By D. L. Grahame 

_ Jorge Negrete, he g singer-actor, | 
ill in a local hospital. 
Pic actor Eduardo Noriega inked 
by RKO for a Hollywood chore. | 
Andres Serra Rojas, prez of the | 
pic trade’s bank, Banco Nacional | 
Cinematografico, ill with grippe. 


Tomas Milmo, impresario of the | 


Cine Alameda, frontline cinema, | 3 
_hospitaled by an abdominal opera- 


tion. 

Singer June Walls inked by) 
Maxim’s, Monterrey, on the east- | 
ern Texas border, after clicking at | 


| Ciro’s “here. 


Mauricio de la Serna making his | 
newest pic, “‘La Liga de las Mucha- | 
chas” (“The Girls’ League”) in| 
Michoacan state. 

Hugo del Carril, Mexican actor- 
singer, and Nelly Condestabile, 
Argentinian actress, inked for a 
stage play in Spain. | 

Carlos Riveroll del Prado, vee-' 
pee of D’Arcy agency’s Mexican, 


the shindig. 








Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 =——— 








Preston Lambert Bog Turk 
Hild Dancers (6) Bill Keefe 
Bob Du Pont Jeannie Sook 


Chez Paree 
Joey Bishop 
J} Cole Dancers (6) 
Mary Small 
Jack Soo 
Dorben Dners (10) 
J Rodriquez Ore 
C Davidson O (11) 


Charles & Lucille 
Jerry Rehfield 
Manuel Del Toro 
Elwood Carl 
Paimer House 
Barclay Allen O 
Victor ~+y 
M Abbott rs (10) 
The Roulettes 
ee Carroll 


Sherman Hotel 
Margaret Gibson 


Blossom Lee ackstone 
Harry Hall A & D Russell 
Kirby Hawks La Salle Ore (14) 
Ed Prentiss Vine Gardens 


Bill Snyder Ore 
Charles Tate 
Honey Dreamers 
Hotel Stevens 
Frankie Masters O 


Phil Foster 
Martin Burnett 
Jessie Rosella 
Ginger Kinney 

; Mel Cole Ore 


Phyllis Myles wane Ore 
Tommy Traynor liver Frolics 
Neil Rose Sylvia Froos 


Jimmy Ames 
Frolic Lovelies (4 
Bud Prentice Ore 


Jean Arlen 
Meryl Baxter 
Skating Blydears 








| 

| Rome 

By Helen McGill Tubbs 

| Gabriel Pascal and wife visiting 
Rome for a few weeks. 

| “Mani Sporche” (“Dirty Hands”) 
|! by Jean-Paul Sartre, in Italian at 
ithe Valle theatre. 

| Playwright Hagar Wilde and her 
| husband, actor Stephan Bekessy, 
| at the Flora hotel. 

| Sinclair Lewis will be back in 
| Rome for a few days before sail- 
ing for America in April. 

| Director Jack Cummings and 
| wife and Adrian and Janet Gaynor 
arrived in Italy last week on their 
| wav to Africa. 

| Writer Ben Simcoe, author of 
the forthcoming Gregory Ratoff 
film, “My Daughter Joy,” leaves 
Rome for Hollywood next week. 

| Richard Wright, author of 
“Native Son,” who makes his home 
in Paris, is visiting Rome to get 
material for a book he is writing 
; now. 

| Geza Radvanyi, producer-direc- 
tor of ‘“‘Somewhere in Europe,” re- 
turned with his wife from Paris, 
|where his film premiered last 
| week. 
| Tennessee Williams is in Flor- 
ence for a short vacation. He will 
return to Rome soon to complete 
/a script he has been working on 
| during his stay here. 

Louis Lindsey, Hollywood film 
'editor, is in Rome regarding film 
production of “Othello.” States 
“Othello” will definitely be made 
in Italy. The exact starting date 
has not been set. 

Lee Kresel, dialog director, left 
for Paris to huddle with Orson 
Welles on the forthcoming produc- 
tion of “Othello.” Kresel also 
| worked with Welles on “Caglios- 
| tro,” made in Italy last year. 
| John Kitzmiller, American Negro 
|actor, headed a group which left 

for Paris, London, Copenhagen, 
Stockholm and other cities for 
|publicity on the Italian film, 
“Sensa Pieta” (“Without Pity”. 





presented sen and Johnson’s “Hellzapoppin’,” League Youth Rally and p.a. at!» , Sogvia and 
comedy, starring O’Gorman Bros. and Slim local book stalls along with debut | p+ aes Be Poceas “e also 


in the party. 


Las Vegas 


Florence Desmond, Paul Gray 
-and the Four Evans at El Rancho. 
Louis Armstrong, Jack Teagar- 
‘den and Velma Middleton playing 
| Terrace Room. 
| Mrs. Louis Gangel, of New York, 
gave Benny Fields and Blossom 
'Seeley a party at Flamingo on 
| their 29th wedding anni. 
Tony Canzoneri taking his usual 
face-slapping from comedian Joey 
Adams and songster Mark Plant in 
their act at Thunderbird. 

Katherine Duffy Girls through at 
Last Frontier after two-year s en- 
gagement. Dorothy Dorben’s Ra- 
mona Girls is replacement. 

Edward G. Robinson broke UP 
show recently at El Rancho Vegas 
when he arrived at ringside just as 
Sammy Davis was giving imperso- 
nation of Robinson. 

Show business here on upbeat, 
with hotels sold out almost every 
night. All rooms are doing eA 
business, unprecedented for er 
time of year. Concerted bally © 
last six months credited for boom 
winter. “4 











i, 2 ee, a, a ae ee eae. i ti ee te 


a a ee ee ee ee ee a 


_ ot 2 ciiiess oe O28 oh 


tte di 


as «<b Uma = ad ha. ne aa 2 ae od - 


re ee 


no eS = = 42 a 


amar se OK TFT Fs wD 





Virus 
strep 
ndon, 
1 for 
brary 
tress, 
d as 
Ss. 
her 
City. 


ted 
ital 


after 
E St. 


ornia 
et at 


sk as 
very 


. On 
e On 


rope 
leave 


Astor 


ogle 
pos- 
eam, 
first 
s of 
lan.” 
40th 
t at 
3oris 


iting 


1ds”’) 
n at 


| her 
essy, 


k in 
sail- 


and 
ynor 
their 


r of 
atoff 
aves 
»k. 
of 


yray 
cho. 
\gar- 
ying 


‘ork, 
ssom 
on 


sual 
Joey 
it in 


h at 
en- 
Ra- 


» up 
egas 
st as 
»1'SO- 


peat, 
very 
top 
this 
y of 
oom 


it 


Wednesday, March 23, 1949 


55 









in an address to the In- 


e, ii) 
veepnent Bankers Assn. The so- 


called , 
epost from our screens,” Rai- 
pourn opined. “But television has, 
as yet, produced no serious com- 
petition for the A's. 
TV’s Affinity To B’s 
As Raibourn sees it, films made 


for tele will carry many of the; 
/mitting for one man where four 


its now used widely in B's. “The 
fact that the Hopalong Cassidy 


westerns are tops as television pic- | 


tures is no accident,” Raibourn 
said. “The subtle nuances of emo- 
tion and taste which Hollywood 
uses to tempt you in the darkened 
theatre and on the large screen 
are lost on the average home tele- 
vision set. Such pictures as are 
made for television will be broader 
in their acting, faster in their 
pacing, and depend more on action 
rather than characterization for at- 
ion values.” 
“oo Nassour, head of the 
Nassour studios, also believes the 
B’s will be axed by tele’s invasion 
of the.entertainment field. Nassour 
declared while on a New York visit 
this week that he is convinced the 
B’s must go by the boards in the 
face of video competition. The A’s, 


on the other hand, he argued, will | 


draw wider patronage as tele is 
used increasingly to ballyhoo these 
films. 

Meanwhile, chances of the fiim 
industry moving into tele—thereby 
putting itself into a pesition for 
promoting pix attendance via the 
new medium — were considerably 
strengthened this Week 
Wayne Coy, chairman of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, 
said that no ‘“‘stigma” would be at- 
tached to exhibs seeking tele sta- 
tion licenses. Coy made his stand 
clear in-a letter sent to Gael Sulli- 
van, exec director of the Theatre 
Owners of America. 

The FCC, Coy wrote, “has no 


vision permits or licenses to ex- 


hibitors, provided they are legally, | 


financially, technically and other- 
wise qualified to become broadcast 
licensees. However, I am sure you 
are aware of the fact that the com- 
mission is considering the ques- 
tions raised by court decisions in- 
volving violation of the anti-trust 
laws by certain motion picture ex- 
hibitors, and my reply to your 
question should not be considered 
as an expression of opinion on that 
matter.” 

If there is competition for a sta- 
tion license, Coy implied that the 
FCC would favor an outside party 
as against an exhib “with a view to 
promoting a greater diversity in 


the ownership of the media of mass | 


communications.” Coy said he 
spoke for himself and not for the 
other members of the FCC. 


Raibourn States Reasons 
Why TV Will Aid Theatres 


“Don't forget the film theatre | 


when television is mentioned 
Paul Raibourn, Paramount veepee, 


told the Assn. of Customers’ Brok- | 


ers at a meeting in N. Y. Curb Ex- 
change Governors’ Room last Fri- 
day (18). Raibourn explained that 


TV is more likely to help than, 


hurt picture theatre biz. 
three reasons: 

(1). Once there is a big percen- 
tage of TV sets in the home, film 
companies undoubtedly will trail- 
erize their forthcoming shows 
much in same way as done now 


He gave 


with screen trailers in the theatre. 


t (2). Feeling of oneness in the 
heatre makes TV that much more 
at ae than at home. 
exclusive sponsorship on TV in 
eatres, simply because a circuit 
of 1,000 theatres with 1,500-2.000 
Seats each can afford to bid high- 
est for television rights. 
ptaibourn also stressed that the 
aramount Intermediate Film 
method makes possible picking up 
a big event by TV on film and 
ready to throw on screen eight sec- 
Onds after it happens. Because 
mone up on film, it can be cut in 
rest na program at any fu- 
schedule. Suiting the house's 
an pointing up how advance 
‘ana from forthcoming pictures 
ly vi be employed very effective- 
» Bir TV, Raibourn said that film 
sale ns Managers were hoping the 
the of television sets increased to 
ante where enough TV users 
fo be reached to make such 
tm of advertising worthwhile. 


~a Said that only 15,000.000-20,- | 
000 people see most “A” pic- 


TV KO's 


Continued from page 1 


Paul Raibourn, Paramount | tures today. 


B picture will find competi- | 
elevision and is likely to’ 





B Pix 











000 more people on the average 


view such films, Raibourn stated, | 


it is obvious how much more profit 


each one of these pictures will 
make, 





when | 


| packages. 


Cecil 


Big athletic events will get. 
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Continued from page | 


or five are now required. 

The shift of production awav 
from the agencies started rolling 
in earnest last week when Foote, 
Cone & Belding in Chicago de- 
cided in one fell swoop to turn 
over all its upcoming video shows 
to an outside agency. As a result. 
James Saphier has negotiated a 
contract with the web. He has 
set up offices in Chi and plans 
N. Y. hdqts. as well. FC&B has 
about seven TV shows on its up- 
coming agenda, including the new 


Toni program which will get a 
CBS-TV showcasing. 
As with other agencies, FC&B 


thinking is: “we're equipped to 
take over in a supervisory capacity, 
but we don’t have the kind of or- 
ganization that’ll permit us to take 
on such multiple programming.” 

Young & Rubicam, for example, 


, has three Thursday night tele net- 
involve | 


work productions, which 
the services of upwards of 35 per- 
sons. In terms of agency staffing, 
there is the refrain: “radio was 
never like this.” 
of coin involved at this date on 
sponsored shows, it doesn’t pay off. 

At the same time the agencies 
object to the networks taking over 


reprise a long-standing battle in 
radio. That’s because the agen- 


cies won't risk losing control of the | 
By parcelling out the | 


production to indie operators (as 


in the case of Saphier) it’s with | 


; ‘ ; | the assurance that, as far as con- 
policy against the issuance of tele- | 


trol of the shows go, they'll remain 
in the hands of the agencies. 








Olivier, Wyman 
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man, for her performance in 
“Johny Belinda,’ and Olivia de 
Havilland, for “Snakepit.” Indica- 
tions are that Miss Wyman will be 
ahead at the finish line. The other 
three candidates are getting sparse 
attention in this division, with the 
allotment of votes, in order, going 
to Barbara Stanwyck, for ‘Sorry 
Wrong Number”: Irene Dunne, for 


“I Remember Mama,’ and Ingrid | 


Bergman, “Joan of Arc.” 


Top picture of the year has had 
a spirited contest, with Warners’ 
“Johnny Belinda” having an edge 
over Darry! Zanuck’s “Snakepit” in 
the voting. Warners here has two 


entries, other being “Treasure of | 


Sierra Madre,” while J. Arthur 
Rank has two—‘‘Hamlet” and “Red 
Shoes.” “Hamlet” in the scoring 
comes behind “Snakepit,’ with 
“Red Shoes” trailing “Treasure.” 
It seems a runaway race for the 
best supporting actor of the year, 
with Walter Huston getting almost 
as many votes for his part in 
“Treasure of Sierra Madre” as Oli- 
vier has for “Hamlet.” Second 


the poli, falls to Charles Bickford, 
for “Johnny Belinda.” Other en- 


tries voted for, in order, are Jose) 


Ferrer (“Joan of Arc’), Oscar Ho- 
molka (“I Remember Mama”) and 
Kellaway (“Luck of the 
Irish”’). 

Claire Trevor seems to be the 
sure thing for best supporting ac- 
tress, having more than a safe lead 
in the balloting, for her “Key Lar- 
go” role, over Agnes Moorehead, 
who is balloted upon for her 
“Johnny Belinda” part. Ellen 
Corby is in the show spot for ‘Re- 
member Mama,” with Barbara Bel 
Geddes, in same pic, next. 
Simmons ends the parade with fair 
attention for her “Hamiet’” per- 
formance. 

There is a strong contest for the 
best director, with outlook giving 
John Huston, who directed “Treas- 
ure of Sierra Madre,” a bit of an 
edge over Anatole Litvak, who di- 
rected “Snakepit.” Voting next 
goes in direction of Jean Negules- 


co. for “Johnny Belinda,” with 
Fred Zinnemann closely behind 
him for his handling of “The 


Search,” and Laurence Olivier at. 


the end of the line for ‘‘Hamlet.” 
Surprising is the outcome on the 
best song -of- the year, with “But- 


For the amount | 


| Buffalo, March 2. 


choice in his division, according to ‘hotels, there’s the possibility that 


Jean | 


! 
‘tons and Bows,” from Paramount's | 
| “Paleface,” running away from the 


field in this division, with “It’s! 
Magic,” from “Romance on the 


High Seas” second with about 20% | 


, | of the votes the ] i ing. 
If a million to 5,000,-| e leader is getting 


Other three tunes in the contest. 
are “Woody Woodpecker,” “This Is | 
the Moment” and “For Every Man | 
There’s a Woman.” 

Decision of the Thalberg Award | 
won't be made until tomorrow} 
night (23), but the Academy has 
invited producers of three leading 
American contenders in the best- 
pictures division to attend, just in 
case it’s decided to make the award 


| after all. Invited are Henry Blanke 


(“Sierra Madre’9, Zanuck, Robert 
Bassler and Anatole Litvak for 
“Snake Pit,” and Jerry Wald for 
“Belinda.” 


MARRIAGES 


Marcella Swanson to Lee Shu- 


bert, Miami, recently. It is a 
re-inarriage since bride, a former 
actress, divorced the  producer- 
theatre owner last year in Reno, 


after a secret marriage in Berlin 
in 1936. 
Lovena Smoot Isenberg to Dr. 


H. J. Stratheran, Phoenix. Ariz., 
March 12. He’s medical director 
at Paramount studio. 

Elizabeth S. Sabine to Nate 
Beers, New York, March 19. He’s 


in the legit dept. of the William 
Morris agency 

Dominique Fournier to Jean 
Gabin, Paris, March 10. He’s the 
film actor, she’s a model. 

Jo Ann Martin to Tommy Nip, | 
Jr., Biloxi, Miss., Feb. 23. Both are | 
dancers. 





BIRTHS | 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Giannini. | 
daughter, Los Angeles, March 15. 


. ’ ; | Father is veepee in charge of mo- | 
the production reins, which would | 


tion picture financing at the Bank | 
of America. 

Mr. and Mrs, Al Page, daughter, 
Burbank, Cal., March 14. Father 
is head of Paramount’s mail de-| 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ward Nyhus, son, | 
Los Angeles, March 13. Father is 
an agent with the Music Corp. of 


| America. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ward Fenton, son, 
Father is night 
supervisor of WBEN in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Engelberg, 


'son, New York, March 5. Mother 


is former Sheila Rogers, come- 
dienne. 

Mr. 
daughter, 
Father’s 


and Mrs. Vincent Micko, 
Chicago, March 15. 

with David LeWinter’s 
orch. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill  Stulla, 
daughter, Los Angeles, March 11. 


Father is a radio announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Rachow, 
daughter, Dublin, March 10. 
Father’s an exec with Cinema Pub- 
licity Co. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Wolfson, 
daughter, New York, March 18. 


Father is in cafe and vaude dept. 
of the William Morris agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Blair, son, 
Washington, D. C., March 15. 
Father is staff producer at TV sta- 
tion WOIC, Washington. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Schulman, 
daughter, New York, March 
Mother is daughter of Budd Rog- | 
ers, veepee of Realart Pictures and 
director of Universal; father is ad- | 
pub director of Realart. | 
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in the 


the same procedure may invade the 
club date field. Should that occur, 
the huge profits in that branch of 


| booking biz will also be pared. 


As it is, it’s recognized by the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
that because of production costs, | 
a club date booker may get up to | 
20¢>. However, once the cost plus 
percentage practice goes into effect 
in the casual field, it’s probable 
that production costs will be borne 
by the buyer, consequently, the 
10% agency fee plus 5% booking 
office bite may be put into prac- 
tice for club dates. 

AAA Not in Accord 


The Associated Agents of Amer- 
ica met Monday (21) night to dis- 
cuss the revised booking methods. | 
However, no action was taken 
pending a meeting with Entertain- 
ment Managers Assn., and mem- 


‘bers of the N. Y. branch of the 


American Guild of Variety Artists. 
AAA members expressed the be- 
lief that under the procedure 
now being considered, it’s likely | 
that a breakdown in continuity of 
bookings will be inevitable and 
many acts will be left without 
work at the height of the resort 
season. . . > 


| “Connecticut 
| Deck” and “The Gir! Friend.” 








21. | 


' Manager 


OBITUARIES 


HERB=RT H. HARRIS 

Herbert H. Harris, 52, theatrical 
producer and backer, and president 
of Parfums Charbert, died in New 
York hospital March 21 after a 
brief illness. 

Harris was closely connected 
with playwright Arthur Miller’s 
start on Broadway, producing | 
his first play, “The Man Who 
Had All the Luck,” and co-produc- 
ing “All My Sons” with Elia Ka- 
zan, Harold Clurman and Walter 
Fried. Latter play won the N. Y. 
Drama Critics’ Award in the 1946- 
47 season. He also was a big inves- 
tor in other legit shows including | 
Yankee,” “Hit the 


As a youngster, he had been bat- 
boy for the N. Y. Giants during 
the managership of John J. Mc- 
Graw. Harris founded the perfume 
company with actor William Gax- 
ton. He was the brother-in-law of | 
Lew Fields, of the vaude team of! 
Weber & Fields, and the uncle of 


In Loving Memory of 
My Husband 


SAM B. FLIASHNICK 


(March 26, 1947) 
SYLVIA. 
| 


Joseph, Herbert and _ Dorothy 
Fields. 
Survivors are his wife, Virginia; 


two sisters and a brother. 





SIDNEY ASCHER 

Sidney Ascher, 65, former in- 
dependent picture producer and) 
exhibitor, died in Boston, March | 
15. In recent years he had headed | 
a Juggage concern in Kansas-City, 
and had been stricken ill in Boston 
while there on a business deal. 

Born in New York, Ascher op- 
erated one of the first nickelodeons 
in the Bronx. Later he ran a chain | 
of eight picture theatres, seven in| 
New York and one in Newark, N.J./ 

In the early 1920’s he produced | 
films in Hollywood. among them a | 
serial starring Benny Leonard, 
when latter was lightweight champ. | 
He also was part of cyndicate that | 
handled filming of the Georges 
Carpentier-Jack Dempsey fight. 
Later he engaged in the invest- 
ment trust and insurance business 
in N. Y. before going into the 
luggage firm. 

Survived by wife and two daugh- 
ters. 





JOHN H. POTTS 
John Hollister Potts, 56, presi- 
dent of Radio Magazines, Inc., died 
in the French hospital, N.Y., March 
16. 
During his life he had worked 


FRANK N. HEARN, JR. 


(March 26, 


1932) \ 
My Darding Boy—still Living in 
My Heart. 


MOTHER, JULIA KNOX § 


| 


for Radio Corp. of America and 


'other firms in engineering capaci- | 


ties, and was technical editor of, 
Radio News. 

Survived by wife, Mrs. Dorothy 
Slavin Potts, on editorial staff of | 
Time mag; a son and daughter. 





JOE C. GILPIN 

Gilpin, 44, production 
for Roy Del Ruth and’ 
longtime film exec, died in Bur- 
bank, March 19 after a heart at-. 
tack. 

He entered the film industry in 
1925 as budget man at Warners, 
later becoming assistant to the, 
studio manager. He also worked | 
at Columbia and Enterprise before. 
joining Del Ruth. 

Wife and two children survive. 


Joe  C. 





ANNE O’NEILL THOMAS 

Mrs. Anne O'Neil Thomas, 80, | 
stage star in 1890's, died in her 
home in New York March 20 after 
a long illness. She left the stage 
in 1895 after marrying Henry Clay | 


Miner, owner of Miner’s Bowery | 
theatre, one of New York’s famous | 


vaude showcases at the turn of the 
Century. She remarried after 
Miner’s death in 1900. 

Survived by a sister. 


IRVIN (FAZOLA) PRESTOPNIK 
Irvin (Fazola) Prestopnik, well- 
known swing musician, died March 
20 in New Orleans. 
Details in music section. 


WILLIAM J. STYLES 
William J. Styles, 89, former 
featured cornetist with many bands 
and for a time leader of his own 
band, died at his home in Yonkers, 
N. Y., March 21. 
Born in Liverpool; England, he 








‘manager of 


| came to this country as a youth. In 


later years he had been cornetist 
with Arthur Pryor’s and Creatore’s 
bands. For a time he played in 
the -orchestra of the Manhattan 
Opera House, N. Y., and for years 
had conducted the orchestra at the 
Warburton theatre, Yonkers. 

Survived by wife, three sons and 
a daughter. 





MRS. ALFRED E. WILLARD 

Mrs. Ida Willard, 75, former 
actress, died March 19 in No. 
Plainfield, N.J. She was the widow 
of Alfred E. Willard, an actor. 

With her husband she had ap- 
peared in a series of playlets on 
Keith’s and other vaude circuits 
for a number of years. They sub- 
sequently had appeared in legit 
shows. 

Survived by two sons. 





LELAND HODSTON 
Leland Hodston, 55, stage and 
screen player, died of a heart at- 
tack March 16 at his home ‘in 


Hollywood. 


English born, he started his legit 
career in London in 1914 and made ° 
his Hollywood film bow 14 years 
ago. His last role, finished 10 days 
ago, was in “The Forstye Saga” at 
Metro. 





ADA MAY TALBOT 

Ada May Talbot, 64, an actress 
who last appeared on Broadway in 
“Right to Happiness” at Vander- 
bilt theatre in 1931, died in New 
York, March 16. 

Earlier in her career she had 
appeared in “Brewster’s Millions,” 
“Julie Bon Bon,’ with the late 
Louis Mann and Clara Lipman, and 
“Trene.” 





K. A. (KEN) BUTTERFIELD 

K. A. (Ken) Butterfield, head of 
the B & H Amus., owner of the 
Marmon theatre, Nauvoo, IIl., was 
found dead in bed at his home 
there March 13. Death apparently 
was due to heart failure. 

Prior to purchasing the Mar- 
mon, Butterfield was city manager 
for the Fox-Wisconsin Circuit at 
Janesville, Wis. 





EDWARD F. CAREY 

Edward F. Carey, 77, former 
vaude performer, died March 15 in 
North Philadelphia. 

Carey had done a song and 
dance act in vaude for number of 
years. -He retired 10 years ago, 
and recently has directed charity 
shows Survived by son and 
daughter. 





WILLIAM H. SMITH 
William H. Smith, 73, 


N. J, 


peteer, died at Margate, 
March 18. 
He toured vaude circuits for 


many years with his puppet shows. 
Surviving are his wife, known 
professionally as Ethel Beaumont, 


and son. 





JOHN A. YOUNGS 

Jacob Albert Youngs, 55, oper- 
ator of motion picture theatres in 
Pulaski, N. Y., for many years, and 
the Kallett theatre 
there, died in that city, March 20. 

Survived by wife, four daugh- 
ters, two sons, mother and sister. 


WHEELER OAKMAN 
Wheeler Oakman, 59, assistant 


manager of El Portal theatre, 
North Hollywood, and former 
silent screen star, died in Van 


Nuys, Cal., March 19. 


Gloria Jeanne Bell, daughter of 
Ken Prickett, New England pub- 
licity rep for Metro pix, died in 
San Antonio, Jan. 27. Her mother, 
known professionally as Belle Al- 
len, died in 1930. 


Mother, 61, of the late Beryl 
Wallace, showgirl] killed in plane 
crash with Earl Carroll last June, 
died in Hollywood, March 14, from 
an overdose of sleeping pills. 


Father, 88, of Edward F. O’Con- 
nor, regional director in Far East 











for Loew’s International, died in 
Clinton, Mass.. March 16. 
Antanas Vanagaitis, 59, Lith- 


uanian actor, composer and pub- 
lisher, died 
March 10. 


in Gulfport, Miss., 





Wife, 49. of Charles H. Garland, 
| general manager of KOOL, Phoe- 
nix, Ariz., died there March 16. 





Mother of Nelson Maples, pianist 
and former’ bandleader, died 
March 14 in Charleston. W. Va. 
| 
Abbe’s Air Forces Drama 
| “Fifty.” drama about the U. S. 
Air Forces in World War I, will 
be presented April 7-8 by the 
--Abbe Practical Workshop, N. Y¥. 
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